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TREl-ACR 


Tliis. the f.flh volume, terminato» the series of the Ctirpu^t aa%Hi,.,tru>H f7iris;iofwn„H 
A*Of»<ir. It hiUf been a long baul. Hart 1 forescen forty-five years ago tbe administrative and 
financial dilTirultics to he ovcrcomo, the schokry probleins il would raisc rather tUan solve 
and it» constant Rrowth. l might never have begun it. As it is, thi» «eerna tbe mnmcnt to 
look back, to jutige what has artd wbat lias not heeii acliicvcd and to rcmeinbcr gratcfiilly 
those, lisnng and dead, whose help has made possible the completion ol the Work. 

Envis.aged as a small handbuok. the Corpus was begmi in the late '2o’g under the auspice» 
of the Bibliotheca Hertiiana, now the Max-Manch lnstilut. but the first investigations o( 
Rome s many Early Christian churche» sho\N'ed that the project would turii out to W mtteh 
birger than experted. When in 1933 political events in Germany made il impossible fur the 
Bibliotheca Hertxiana to continue it» sponsorsliip. Emst Steinmanii, then it» Director — 
truly humane as hc was — through Monsignnr Josef Wilpert approaclied Monsignor |. P. 
Kirscli with the siiggestion to continue the Corpus under the auspices of Ihe Pontiticio Tsti- 
tuto di Aichcologia Cristiana- Having oblaiiied permission froin Pope Pius XI, thal Institute 
began the publication of Volumc I in 1937, in two cdition», English and Italian. Volume t 
was completed slowly in 1956, financetl in part through a bequest Icft by Monsignor Kirsch 
who died in 1941. The preparation and printing of the (oUowing volumes were made possible 
through three major grants. oiie provided by the American Philosophical Snciety for the cxca- 
vation at S. Lorenzo f. I. m., 1948-1950: and two more, raised froin 1956 on by Craig H. Smyth, 
then the Director of the Institute of Fine Arts, New York Uaiversity from the Phylli» Lambert 
Architectural Research and Publication Fund establislied at the Irrstitute, for Volume» 11 and 
III; and froin the Jayne Wrightsman Professorship Fund, whose Chair 1 held at the Institute, 
for Volume IV. Hence, beginning wdth Volumc 11 . the Cor^ws appeiircd under the joint 
iinprint of the Institute of Fine Arts in New York and the Pontificio Istituto di Archeologia 
Cristiana in Rome, the lattcr continuing to publish the Italian edition. The printing of thi» 
last, fifth volume was made possible through diverting to it part of the Antonio Feltrtnelli 
Prize, whifh the .Accademia dei Lincei gencrously awarded me in 1974. 

The long liislory of the project explains to soine degree the differences hetween the various 
volumes. When working on the First volume, 1 was inexperienced and brcaking new ground; 
the war years intervened; means were limited; and neither my observations nor the surveys 
of the buildings were always as thoroiigh as they could have been. with the notablc exceptions 
of the surveys of S. Agnese, S. Angelo in Pescheria, S. Crisogono, S. Ermetc and S. Giovanni 
a Porta Latina. Beginning with Volume 11 , the Corpus was ablc to secure successively the 
help of three e.vcellent eoUaborators. ali experienced archaeolugical arcliitects: WoUgang Frankl, 
who had already confributed to the first volume; Spencer Corbett; and Alfrcd K. Fr.izcr. It 
is impossible to separate their contributions and my own (rom one another. Earh problem 
Was discussed back and forth until a conclusion or a set of alternatives had been arrived at, 
aeceptable to ali concerned. My warm thanks go to ali three of them for their help, patience 
and friendship. It is likewise a pleasure to remember Enrico Josi who throughout the prepa- 
ration of these volumes extended a hclpful hand by giving advice, o|>ening doors and sharing 
with us his inexhaustible fund of knowledge, memuries and cxpericnce. 
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Pn-paring the \‘<»funsfs for publiration woukl Jiave becn iinpowsible wifhoiif fhc* hflp iif 
asistantx, liw numetoua to list hcTC- Their iiamcs appt-ar, liepnning With Volumc 111. at thc 
bcginning of each scclion. Nor is it possiblr any more to recall the many who in «lisi ussion 
fonhered our work. .Among them are a number ol lonner stiidcnts of tnine, such as Konald 
R. MaJimtroin, who rontributed valuably nof oniy to the study of S. Giovanni in Laterano, 
whcTc his name ippcars. but also Io other charches. Sitnilarly, John Hrrnn.mn gave advicc 
/orS. Paolo f.l.m. and S. Attale. My warmest Ihants go to ali of them. named and unnamed. 
Likwisc, 1 am sincerejy gratcfid to the librarie* and their staff» whose rcsources enable<l as 
to pnepare and eoniplele the wurk. in the first place, the BiWioteca \’atican*; the Bibliotheca 
Hcrtziana: the Ubrarv of the American Acaderay in Roine; the Istituto di Arclieologia e Storia 
deU'.Artc. Paiaxao Veneria in Rome: the German Arvhaeological Institute in Rotiie; the Avery 
Lihrary at Columbia University; and the Library of the Institute of Fine Arts, the latter two 
in New A'ork. 

A few wnrds must be added regarding this last volume in partieular. Sincc tlie three major 
basilicas discussed have so much in common, we dispense with a section llistorical Position 
allacbed to each of the three churches- Instead, we have summed up their common fcatures 
in a section Historical Pdsition at the end of the volume. Likewise, with regard to this last 
vohime. we want to offer our spccial thanks to Ingegiiere Francesco Vacchitii of the Reverenda 
Fabbrica di S Pietro, who placcd at our disposal the sfaff of the Fabbrica on numerous visils 
to Ibe excavations under St. Peters. and the rcsources of it» Photographic Archivest; for S. 
Giovanni in Laterano, aside from Enrico Josi, thanks .ire due lo Filippo Magi who gave per- 
nnasion to visit the excavations and to Mario Imperatore, foreman of the crew repairing the 
stmefure, who patiently guidcd os both througli the excavations under the church and over 
the roufs. 

As a resuit, both of this help and of the expcrience gained. \'olumes 11-V are, we trust, 
bettcT prepared and better presented than the first. We know they are far froin perfert- .Vor 
are they the last wnrd on the matter. New discoveries have becn and will be made and will 
make it possibie to resise our present observationi and conriusions. Rcgarding the first vo- 
lome, We onrselses might correct a number of points, based on our own observations or on 
those oflered clsewhere- For the following solumes, likewisc, the process of resision has set 
in. We leave such corrections to others. We lakc plcasure in having sparked new discussions 
00 an oM subjeci. SchoUrship is a colloquium continued over the centuries. Wc have made 
our contributioD and let it stand. 


RiCHARU K«AltTHElMER 

Rome, 

Spring, t ^(76 




s. GIOVANNI IN LATERANO 

•;ff. KraulhHmet. S. CatbeH, tt-ilA amlributions by K. E. SSulmKnmi 
^ BtBLUK- . RAPHY • 

/i. :q4. cois. 154J.60; VALEKtlNI-ZuCCIIBTTI, Cixt. TnpOg,fa(ica, HI, 110-171) W ♦ 7. tt.XB, 

Ivressvju, D,uho (Ponti per la Stnria d'Italui]. Rome, i8go. Hcrraftcr. iNrassVRA. 

Albskdni, dt MirabiSihta...R<,mttt, Dasel, 1519, 

l’HA M.srianu da Piniinse, JUnerariiim, Uome, 1931. 151 f. 

Panvinio, De Auceosanda nasilua. ,i mrmrehio iMieemente. from variou» msmiwriDl» (Lave» * 

«f.. 4I'> «.). Herraftcr. .luoti-d as Panvinio-Lauee, mamiwnpls (LAUEtt. op. 

Panvjnio, De Peaecipuix—tasilieis, Knmo, 1570, 106 (f. 

1 *KA Saxti, Cm< AfaraMgliose, Venice, 15H8, fola. 

“• «■ 

Ucoxio. SIaliom, Rome, 1588, fols. 37 ff. 

SI VERANO, ,S>«r Ck,e»c, Rome, 1630, l, 487 R. 

MAKriNELii. i‘tmp ttojen Mella Smu. CVoce. Rome, 1655, 131 R. 

RASeom. De Basilica el Pairiaechw I.ateraiUHsi, Rome, 1636. Heicafiir, Rasponi, 

CiAMI-IM, De Sacris Atdifii-iis, Rome, 1693. 4 ff- 

Crbrcimiiem and BAiUHScm, Stato Mia SS. Ckiesa papale l^anease neWAnm 1713, IW 17,, 
Capparo.xi. U fr.ncpalt juaHro basilich» di Roma. fasc. I, La palharcale basilica LaUraaease. RoL^ i8,i 
lALENTINi and GFttAHDt, La BatnarcaU Basilica Lateranense, Itome. 183*. ^ 

Caxixa, Tempi Crfsf(a«i, Rome, 1846, esp. loi ff. 

Fontana. Chits* di Ruma. Rome, 1835, IH. 

Porcella, IscHtioni, VIII, Rome, 1876, i ff, 

Be I-levry, Lt Lairan au Afoyen Age. Paris, 1877. Hercafter. Rohaclt be Fi.euhy, Latran. 

fi^‘>Merio e dipendeme dett'Arcibasilica Lateranense. Rome, i8t.8 Irir. 
per iK7aj, 30. Herenftcr. Busiri-Vici, Progetti. 

Dr UuRiiBR, L'alwidc de Saint-Jean-dc-Latran ", Bullet,n Monumental. 5 ser., vol, 7, «879, J13 ff. 
Doclcet, " Note Kur une fresque de Saint-Maitm-des-MonLs ", MB. Ec. Franf.. V, 1879 3« ff. 
AHMRLI.IN1. Ahsxie della Basilica LtrieraHense, n. d.. after 1880. 

Lolli, " u Basilica Lateranense e !a imova abside ", Rassegna llaliana. V. vol. II. 1886, 325 fl. 

Lanciani. Ruihs and Excavaiious, London, 1897. 

I.ANCiANi, Storia iegli Scaoi. I. Home. 1902. 

Borrominis Ombau von S. Giovanni in Utcrano Beitrdge sur KunslgeMle Frans 
H icPlwf/ gewidmet..., Vienna, 1903, 134 ff. Hereafter. Egcer. Wickhoff. 

Ashby, Sixtecnth century drawing» of Roman building» attributed to Andreas Concr ", P. 8. S. R. 2 (i<>04|. 
Lauek, f.e PaJaii de Lairan, Paris, 1911. Hereafter. Lauek. 

Huelsen-Eooer, Heemskerek, Berlin, 1913 and 1910. 

Casmrbr,^-^ 7 m Borrominis L’mhau der Lateransbasilika ", /ahrbuch der Preussischen KuntUammlungen. XLII, 

/hrV/.^ '^IJie Handreiclmutigssammlung Pacetti ”, fahrbmh der Preussisckm Kunslsanonlungen. XLIIL 1922, 

Hempel, Francescj Borrumtni, Vienna. 1924. Hereafter. Hempel, Borromini. 

OuToiANi, S. Osuvanui in Laterano (Le chiese di Roma illustrate, no. 13), Home, 1925. 

Huelsen, Chiese, Florcnce, 1927. 







U Wiuio Kelkigg and J«an Barclay I.Joyd 
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COWIf* nASII.tCABl'>l CBSISTIANAHITM IIll. 1 il.U! 


£»ki.f, ’’ Ualfc carlo c dii diM(;ni di VliRiHo Spoda ", AUi Potti. A 
" La dccunuidni' rnOantiniina delta ba«ilica I.atrninrn! 


\-Mi, Mtmarit. II, igzti, t ff., c«|>. 14-ij. 

________J KAC. 0 <ig*9). SJ «. 

Jo*J. " Seoprrtr neMi tnxilica ousfadtiniana al Lalentng ", /fAC. II (1034)' 335 tl. Hereifrer. .fasi, 1934. 

JiK», Scfpfrte tu/ii 4*»/.« «t LmUn»«. Romr, 1934. Hereafter, Josi, Smptrtt. 

KB-AlTHEIMm, " L» fuftuk andenue dc Siint-Jean de Lalriu 1 Rohm; ", Rfr. Arei . 6 att.. vd. V, 1933, 131 ff, 
Krai'»r», " Die kowlantuiisehrn .5Jr.ire der Laleranbasilika ", R. Q. ficir., 43 lig.3S), i;f9 ff. , 

t'>FiCli] TECOTCO 3 ATiriNo - Poni. CoMMiasiowr Aic< itKtH.iicia 5 a<ha, /.aenei ntJ ptviiwrUo e saeioauiJa Aei- 
VArt^erulrf» l-rUnaHense. unpubltihcd t>Tie»fript. Rihliateca \'atiraiia (Kacr. (len. Arte-Arth. I, gi, int. a), 
RrDFnBD. "Some receni disocwvrics in Romc and Italy ", Jvunral of R«rnan StuAiea, XXIX <ig39). 4S ff- 
l-uuKi. S. Oicmnm in Lurtamo fPioi-nla Bibtiulera ' Roma nu. a6}, Home, 1941 

Ladneb, Ute PaptthiUaiiM in AOeriumi amJ in MiUdatiera, Valican. J, 1941; II. 1970. HereaJler, I.aiindr. 
PapMMaiiie. 

A«.MEltIN»-CE(TciiFUJ. riiaw. Kocne, 1944, I, lai ff. 

CotlNI, "Storia o foprvrrafia deJ Celiii nell aniicliita", 3/«ii. Pont, ActMl., J {1944}. f>auim. Hciea/ter. COLINi, 
Ctlta. 

Feiwr.a, " AntirJiiti criiriinr; la (Euarriia a cavallo ", Chaita CaUtAica, t (1949), 523 ff.. 634 ff.; " Nuove Ucri- 
lioni drieli Equites Singulares", BpigrapUca. XIII (1931), g6 ff. 

Thewn. •• Zur barockeii fmeeitaJtunj; des I-aoRhaiiscs der Lateran bisilika KHKaithranik, 7 (1953). 261 ff. 
Ceixini. " Rioordi Xorinauni e Krdrririani a Roma ", Paragona, Aitc VII (1956), 3 ff. 

Joss. KlunHKliil» and Corbstt, "Xole Lateranensi, I ", RAC. 33 (1957), 79 ff. Hcrealler, AVaIs laUraMmat. l. 
JIHI. KKA^taHEiHEJi and Cobbett. "Note Lateianenu, II ". RAC. 34 (1938). 59 ff, Hereafter. AVfe I.atera- 

PoiiPjg«4.ni, "Saggi sui Bomanini. III ", Qtutdemi MflitUat» ii Storia deU'ArciUell$tra. 27-9 (1958), 13 ff. 
Heiealler, IViKTOCiUESt, .Si^j. 

l'■«l'rA2. PianU ii Roma, Kome, 1962. Hereafter Fritaz, Piaaie. 

W.UTzm.Dt, KofAtn. Vienna and Municli, 1964. 

PoKTOCBESi, BoTTvmini aeSa ealinra ettropta, Rome, 1964. 

Speidf.i, [He EgnUa StngvUtrei .Augtati (ArUiquitat. Reihr I. vol. ii, 1965), rsp. gi 1. 

BVCHOWIT.CK1, Hanibatk der Kirchen R-jmy vol. I, Vienna, 11367. 61 ff. 

PObtochesi, Borromiai. Rome. 1967. 

KRAi rHEiMEB. foRwnT, Malmstroh and STaPt.F.Fonii. "La basilica costantiniana al Laceraiio" RAC 43 
(1967/. 125 a. Herraftor, RAC. 1967. ‘ 

" Tbe budding of the nave piers at S. Giovanni in Laterano after the f.re of 1361 ", RAC. 43 (1967) 

155 fl. HrrraftiT. .MAJ.MsfiKOir. 1967. i>> ^ v /f» 

PORTOOHESI, Btuenr di Francnco Borrimini. Rome, 1967. Herealler, Portochf.si Ditef^ni 

iJ''xjTl Lateranense ", AHi Pont, .ievai.. serie III («773). 

'•»" Heemsierrk of the interior of S, Giovanni tn Laterano ' Udmiicio, 
ft973), a47 »• Hereafter. Maixsirom. 1973. 


B. AXriEXr DESTKIP TIOXS AXI) ILULSTKA TIONS 
I. A.vch.ni hesiripiions 
A. Vttii! Utgf 

Valemini- 

p. ‘""secwriun of Bapti.siery altar, after Januaiy, 1311 (Ardi. Lat. A. yo, 


S' i.AririiANfl 


Mirtr"”^' *J52 (Bruwl., Bibi Roy , ms. 11024.8, foU. g.tav Laveb aoH Ii 

Mirppj^, Bntkrnhuns irr SUvh Rom. 1432 (Bi«i,.I*,A de. lilnarnehen IVreinr. .Slnlteart no .sRi r. m 

ea|>. 7 ff. no. lllbinfirn. 

‘d a tuo jiWdiHu fi459). «1- Perosa. Lonrton. Warluiiu Stmlie» loho 
also Z,talione Quareumal» (1459). ed. Marcoiti. .4re*. .5«. Rr.m .Vior. Palr 4 tiRK.i Ah?'n ' ' ^ ' "* 

Ai nisKiiNl. Ofrauutnn, i,- M„aMil,H,...Romae. Basel. 1319. 7^. qu-. ' '' * ^ " 

l■^^A Mariano i».\ Pihk.nze, Itinrrarium (1517), iji ff. 

Pa.nvunio, Scitie. Vat. lat. 6781, cc. a44> ff. 

Panvinio-Laorr, fac. cil. 

PANvmto, tu ptaeripui%...tanlicii. Rome. 1570, Icc. at. 

Fra Sanvi, Coae marniig/io.e, Venice, 15««. fola. 5*.7>. 

UconicvLaveb. for. tit. 

IICOMO. .Stationi, Rome, 1588, fac. tit. 

Panciroii. Taori Nanosli, Home, 1600, 343 ff.; ,it>n. 1625, 114 ff. 

I-RA Pjetro Martibr, Trattato Nuoio...ieU-Atma Citii i, Ronui. Home. 1623. t IT. 

Sbvrhano, .Sefte thiete. Home. 1630, loc. cil. 

(Moneta), Trallala ii Roma moderna, Rome. 1645. 442 ff. 

B. After 1643 

Mahtinelli, Primn trofio iella Sma. Crore, Rome, 1655, 1«. cit. 

Rasponi, csp. 33 ff., 79 ff. 

a rinuvaeJa dalla Porta Maggtore vario onenU tino alia nave traverta ie CUmenle VIII Areh Is.i ii i- 
XXIII. ,2 (Lauer, 385 «.), '.ntnenia 1 lll. Arch. Ut. V. \-. 

CiAMPiNi, Dt Sacris Aedificiis, Rome, 1693. loc. cil. 

Gaeile^ Discoeiv sofra la fatciala di S. Gimanni in Laterano, Archivio di Stato. Pirenae, farto CmUlr.i f,),. 
ferino I «««raonicated to us by lUiria Toeaca; publislieil by V. Golaio, " l.a facciata di S. Giovanni in l.a- 
trournlriwbrF^Kicvrn^^*'"*'’''' Munich. igt.., 460 II.. a, hroughl 

ChUs, papale lauraneme nelVAnno ,7,3. R,„ne. ,72,, 

^ xy^n ' moderna, Libro lII. Le Bastlich* e chitit antictie i, Roma, Rome, 1733, 

Titi, Desemiont detU pitture, Rome, 1763, 210 ff.. 474. 

fri^ipali gnMro hasiltche di Roma. fasc. I. U paleiarcaJa haiilica Laleranenit. Home. 1831. 
Fontana, Chtese it Roma. Rome, 1855. HI. i fl. 
iiKNOlsT, Home dans sa geandeiir, Paris. 1870, II 14 ff 
Bvsibi-Vici, Progetii. Rome, 1808 (stc. publishcd 1878), 

He LAORlftRE, ' Labside dt Saint-Jean-de-Utran BuUetin Monumental. 5 «.r,, vol. 7 (1870). an fl. 
UFriCIo TECNICO VATICANO - PoNT. CoMM. DI Arch. Sacra, Lavofi nel paviifwnto < iidloinoU) deH .lrcibaulica 
l.aleranfHse. unpublUhcd typt-.Acript in Bibliotcva Vaticana, 1938. 

II. Ancient Illusthations. 


a) PlaK.t and Survtys 

1. Prior fo 1644. 

i35t Bufalini, plan of ba.AiIica and palace, map of Rome, woodeut (ed. Klirle, Rome, 1911; Frut.az, 
Piante, pU. 189-209), 

t 575 (?) Anonymous, plan of basilica and palace complex, engraving; Rome, Lateran Arehives, imnumberrd 
(tracings Rokault dk Fi.evry. Latran, pl. V; Laukr. 311, fig. ii6a; «ur lig. 56). 

Allcr 1589 Frakcksco Contini, plan of Uteran complex with palacc of Sixtt» V begun, engraving (fir»t 
publishcd, Sevf.rano, Seile Ckiast I, opposite 560: Rohaclt de FLEitHY, Lalran, pl, VI). 

2. 1644—si Horromini Projccf. 

(1) Phins. 

Bokromim. plan of old basilica, ambulator^' of apse omitted, .scale in palmi at the buttom, pen- 
cil; Vienna. Albertina IT AZ 374 [RAC. 1967, 135. fig. 6; our (ig. 37). 



















B.4SILK.«R(n< fBRISTMXARl-M ROMAE 


<■ ARIO RArxAUM. rarvcy of boiUkca «nd ad|«c»nl buOdin^A, jxo and vra(eiT:olor; Virnn», Alb^tinn 
rr AZ XT W«'A*o//. pl. V and p. «55, dexcribtng alto tho oojor roding «1 Hw drawiriK. 

Hmra. Bamtmmi. 96, 6e ». oiir fig 58), 

Borrianlvi Workshop (?). turvey of batilka and adjacent bnUdinitx. pmcil; ViMina. Albrrrina 
rr A7 jTja ('Eu<^k. 155, mratinncd a» one ol two Albertina drawinKA alter the 

Ramaldi plan. J. CoBOort. in oral comnnnnicatjnn, helirvet the loM-er righl awncr may be 
bj- ficMTuminil 

Borromimi. ikrtcb of palace and ttro north aiticA with iiieaaurements of lenf^hA, widUtt, heightt, 

• .Vane auiKwr Imgia fm i3i....A0m pm 40?^ fwidth giwn as idVj) ....Vaw mnutmt pm jja... 
.'lita pm ST fwidth Rn-en as 30.Vate principali Mia Cknsa iMirana lunga pm 3311. 
pnciL Vat bt iiasy. fcit 2+8 (Ehrle. • r>alle carte e dai disegni di Virgilio Spada-. .-IWi 
/W, AicaJ.. M/marie. 11. 1938 . 14 . listed; lltRrrx-.HitAi. Sagfi, bg. 47 ; TiiruES. f. AumHHi- 
■I - Mcatra di Magm c Jermmenli raticami, Bihtiotcra .Apostob» \'aticana. October igby, 35 ft 
transcnba meatoTements. our (ig. 61). 

fto*»oau.«l WQaswop. (dan of basilica vnth apw and rcinnants ol aitle rolumiis and new naw pro- 
jert. nnr additiocu hatcbed agaimt ttip^ing of old walJt. pencii with ink labelt of statues 
VaL bL 11437. IuL 45S' (fHBli. ap. cit.. 14. listed. IViRiXKiHESl. Saggi. fig. 30. mislabelled 
as from \'at. lat. 11358; our fig. 341. 

Bomomis-i WoaxSHor. sorvej' of basilica and adi.vmt stiuctuns. sbowtag ambulator^-, old 
Slractnrr in red and nrar nave prupusal in bluc, scale iii lowrr Icft. pencil, cninrcd wash and 
init Val bt tii>s. M 142 (EHRUt. «p. cU.. 15. listed; Tiielek. iiodra. op. eU.. ag; our lig. 60). 

BoRianiiM WoRKsaop. 3ur>«y of basilica oinittinK atnbuUtor>'. iralcd and showing in hatched 
anas an aheinalive anangetnent for nave piers. old vralls stippled, pencil; Vat. Ul. 11458 
W. 146 (Eanin. op til.. 13. listed. Hesitu, loj, fig. 39). 

Boanovrxi Wokksbop. plan of baaibca amittingainbulatory. scaled. giving two vaiiants for nave 
and aisie patet, hatcbed new slroctnic. stifiplnl old waJls. pencU; Vat. lat. 11*58. foL 148 
<*•. 15. PORTOcBEsi. 38, fig. a8). 


iit Scctioas and devabnnt 

BotROMnri WoBKsaiop (?) lungitudinal ekvation of arcade dividing north aislcs. seen from onter 
scak al bottom. penefl. Vienna. .Albortina IT KZ X21 (Kccer. li iMo/f. 158. menti.wd; 
R.4C. 1967. 137. fig. 8; j, Coonors oraUv attribolcs tbc diawing to Bonominj; our fig. 69). 
Bomaotasi om Wotjisaop. craas section of the north aislet. pencil; Vienna. Albertina IT AZ tfli 
ItoGM. H „**,//, 158, described: Hempei, Dotromsmi, 98. fig. 26; J. Coonors in oral com- 
tmaocaaoo beheves this tu br autograpb Borromini; our fig. 68). 

W^RBSHor, measured elevatioo of north wall. pencil; Vienna. Albertina IT .\Z 
W iK.IC. 1967, 133. note 12. bncfly described; J. Conitun in oral communicatum heiieves 
thRi IU be «otograph Borromiiu. our fig. 67a). 

*"** «I north Wall of nave, the last three westem bay». scaJe at 

bo^. p» and kA, perbaps uver pencil; Beilin. Staatl. Museen. KunstbibUtilhelt. Hdz. 

(Camiur. .Zp Borroaunit I mbau der Laterantbanlika.. JaMrbuch der Preiasischen 
Kmutiamminnten, XLIJ. 1931, facing p. 64. scale nol include,!; our fig. 63). 

rT" ** «•'fTomini t facing over old u-alU, jumcil. pcn. ir.li 

»nd «rasb. \Kana. Albertina IT AZ 380 (Poittochesi, Dise^ni. ai, no. 58. det<ribcd J. Cun- 
non N> uraJ amunamcalioo bebetxs thi» to be autograph a.rromini; our ligs. 66a bj 
Bcst^Ri. «««ared el^tkm uf fajade thowtng n-bes-ing arches bcnealh »aU faciiuc pencil; 
»i^Alberti«a IT^ 383 (fcooE,. »■„**„//. ,3» ^ j communi wally 

Ukaf tbm IS autugraph B-wromini, our fig. 64] 

pencil; Vienna, 

thia ia f .J. ^ IEcoee, BtcUtaU, 154, fig. f; J. Connors conununicates orally that 
laii u autograph tkirrofnuii. ont fij^. 65). 


»«bula.o,y c«. a. lef, bde of drawmg. pen and wasl,; Floren^ 


«725 

1831 

183* 

1838 

1843 


1873 - 6 

1876 

1875—80 


l G. G. oe R0.AS1. plan of batilka with indicalion of ambulatory vaulti.u. .«tem eu„,o. i. 

r T'’ rimpL„„ 

i 6«3, no piate nuinbcr; lliU versinn was originallv i.umhered 13, cvulrntlv thete 
editions). ‘Xle are van<ma 

CIAMWV.. fatade, hefote fialilci. engraving (Clami-.n., Op Saerri Aedifici,. p|, I; Rohaiut nn 
Plr.-rv. Latran. pl. l.\; I..A11HB. 174, fig, 70; our lig. 4). 

pi III)^ ^-"«nivinK (tUMPiu., op. „r, 

MARCHF.rr. (?) meamred survvy of post Burromini basilica with old apto and ambuUlory uen- 
ol and ink; W.ndsoi CastJe. Royal Library. to/x. (Uke the (oUowing sU tentaliwly 
ed tn Marcbeth by KkantjiriMEK. -I-a b^ade de St. lcan- 4 e-L.Atrau fi Rome. Wn, J,,t 
serie. V. 1935. 231). . nn ,ircR, 

-p -• Plai. of rhanccl with rlmir stalls. pencil; WitulMir Castle Roval 

Library, 1096S. ' 

1 .rrr T' liansopt Wall with Aicw into apse. tidc view of Altar 

“"'V S^ctanient. pcucil and ink; Windsnr Cattlc. Royal Library. 10964. 

T , ' «nuth side ol ..Uonine puilko» witli entraoce to saensty and 

inangulai chambers. pen and ink. Windtor Castle. Royal Library, 10986. 

• *»<»dc plan. measured. i^n and ink. Wiudsor Castle. R.iyal Library iioos 
(KKai.rHEiMEk. op. cl.. Hiv. Arch.. 1935, 234. fig. j). 

< AKLU Fo.mtam.a. plan of portico and fa^ade. with seating for opening of /Via S««<«; Vat. Iit 
646. 

Capparoki, ground idan and apse rnosak. engraving; (Cappaiioni. Le prmopafi oual/n» OaidifA, 

* Roma. fasc. I, Home. 1831, pls, i and 10). 

Geraup). plan and apse mo^aic of Nicholas IV witli intcriptioii, Ittliograpb iVALEuritit and Ge- 
Rahui, La patriariale hjptiiica Lattrantmt. Roiue, 183*, I, pl. II). 

Giacomo Fo.vtama, longitudinal section ol basUica. incliuling section of apse and ambuUUwy 
and ground pl.m, lithographs (Fontana, CAicm <f> Roma, 111. pls. I and IV). 

Canina, plan of w.;»t end sl.owing apse. amlmlatory and adjacent sfructurea, pmject lor adding 
ruoms wxst uf ambulato, y, signed and tlated. pcn and wa-di; I.atcran Arcl.ive, unnumbered. 

■ - -• rcconslniclions of plan with apse and .itnbnlatory (pl. LXIX), of fa^ade 

(pl. LXXI, of longitudinal and transverse vections of luive ekvation (pl. I.XXl), ol apse 
w.th 5cmi-ai.rnc and witidow aone (pl. I.XXIll. and of nave interior (pl. LXXIU). cngiavinM, 
fhc last i. lithograph (Canina. Tempi CrisfuiHi). All rveonstructions aie Inghly arliitrary. 

Ro)iaii.t I)P Fleurv, plan of Laleran complex, recoicstrnction with old aj»w and ambulatory 
engraving (KoHAfiT UE Fr.F.t'RV. Utran. pl. HIl. All reconstructions are highly arhitrary'. 

Stevensom and Corvisieri, plan of excavatiuns «( apse and surroundings (Laver, io, fig. a). 

BirsiRi-Vici, exravation of apse. plan and .letatis (L.vuer, pl. II). 

VKSi-tciNANt tt al.. sutvrys in the I.aiicwn. Ctdlcction, Palarw. Venezia, include. Ihe old apae lu- 
perimposed up<in the loundations for ‘.hc new, pen and wash (no. 31335), im.bably Vespignani; 
Vespignani, fhc old apse. the new and aifiaccnt structures, signed and dated May 13. 1877, 
pcn and wash (nu. 31545); Vespignani, ca. 1880. pLvii iii black with new structure in color, 
pen and wxsh (no. 31347). Vi-spignani, mosaic pivement, lat>cUed •.Scevi Samelii al Latera¬ 
no... ixii t illcgible, pencil (no. 31.352; nur ligs. 12; 62a, b). 

UvsiRi-VlCT. apse and ambulatory plan with iletaiU of architecture and ituisaic inscnption, Ik 
thogr.ipl.; photograjih. Palazzo Venejia. Lanclani Collectio.i, no. 31387. 

RoHAULt UE Fi.fukv, reconstructions of gro.iiidplan of basilica, medieval pwUce and cloister 
(pl. I\), of fa^ade (pl. Vlll), of longitudinal over-all section with atnum (pl. XVI). and ol 
transept, ajssc and ambulalory (pl. XVUi, of interior elevation of apse (pl. XVUI) and ol 
exterior elevation of aftse, atiihulatury and trans«|it (pl. XIV), and 5urvcj's of architectura] 
dehtiU of apse and iransept (pl. XIV), lithographs (Koh.vult i>f. Fi.evrv, Lairan). .\ll re¬ 
constructions are highly arbitrarx'. 

Bi'siri.\ ict. exterior elevation of old apse. plan of apse with mosaic and architcctural details, la- 
bellcd • 11 LaJerano nfl 1870 1., lithograph; Kome, Palaun Venezia, Lanciaiii CoUcclion, 
no. 31388. 


0 «ulir«riim C/kiFlh 










ooKrrs &\sn.ic.«vt'M CHiuiTUKjiRiM ■r»i«E 


I4S*— 9* OtnLsyo da Sascallo. camicr. Lthcllni - .-I .?rr? f.1\/ i... pm and ink: VaL Barh, lal. 442^, 
M. II' (HrtiiEs. n hhm 4i (sitttiamo ia .Samgalio, Leipzig, igio. pl ii', leat 21) Asanr 
• anrih(ir>Rl to Andrrof Cuki». P. Ii. S. R. 2. igo*. 51, and Huclwn idwiUfy 

Uw racBicr with that repmdncrd in Codex toner. So'. from ca. 1530. bnt (he comico hu nor 
beea kcatrd. 

«a 150D Fba Ctocoxvo. mea»uied baje, labeilrd . t. jannu latmao .. peii and ink; Flotence. fnixi UA 
liJ4' (Rutroti, -Uo». Aai.. I. no. .\X\7. 6g. 5j, \ I. tji. 

M I5rj .txfwriKirE. composite capilal labeUrd . aJ ,« lattrano^, unidciilili«i, pcn and ink 

Txindoo Soaiar Muaenin. Codex Coner. II. fui. 43. (AlHBV. op. d!.. 72, pl. 1316). 

«a. 1515 AxoxniCit-s. base ai a odomn. mr.-umcd and lahellrd . talant i)uUlti.m.,.mar ta UUtatu • 
pni and lak. London. Soane Wn««m. Codex Cpoer. II, lol. ,7 (Asrav, op. raf . 66 f pL i34e)' 
A*hb> Idati&s it Irith the brolue oulumnA. rcpaited and rooved to thc Altar of tbc Sacramcnt 
ia tbe tmurpt nndrr Ocmcm VIII, 

« iSS» A«^rs labeDed • /. .s. Oo. Ut ... pcn and ink; LonA*. Soane Mneoum Cod«. 

da San^aOo = notebook. ace abore, t««8-^. 

aa. 1550 A«wy»ors._^^t, cpiul UbcHcd ..i San Cio. Laiaraao .. pen and ink; Ic^don. Sminc .Mu- 
Coaa II foL jj (Ainsv. op. d!.. 72. pl. isidt. .AAbv ool« that tliix is an 

_ ^ adiktK» I^ a later hand In thc sbeei tA capital xtiidiei citrd. ca. 1513. 

a. 1700 KucsETn !.). Hfora aioAcm from ambuUtory. labcUed as belun- thc Altar of the Sacraroent. 


-- -- amouiacorv. laDcUed as 

pracd and ink. Wmdiox ( astle. Royal Libran', 10975. 

-• *indoir from arDbiiIaior>'. labeDed » 


n frnnt of duon. pco a 


Umdsoc Cistk, Ru>iil Libran-, 10976. ” 

SacB^rennuns of ComPuttinian be.,ccn third and fonrth Bom. 

Sacra, nos. 0.4570 and C ,8 (nor 

^drfsriolI7lu.T^ fot^tioo sonth. betwcri, fourlh and fifth Borromini pier from fa- 

facdTIZ. ~'J*n betwecn (ourth and filth Borromini picis from 

**'’**^'*P*'- Comm, di Aich. Sacra, no. 014542 (our fig 30) 

P*"- «‘“rtb, as iilen- 

iT' ~ »»«-« ,3" 

~ main pier of Borromini , nave, lookine «juth 

iV»t OoDun. di Arch Sacra, no. oizr^ (our fig 33J ^ 

Si’ *“““*• 

«nxn. piw t^apb. Pont. Comm. di Arch. Sacra, no. 012134 lour fic. 34. 

•««oa aPd tWrd •»11 dmdmg arcade of norfh aielc. from bctween ,hc 

_pb-^. P«t. Cmnm, * .5rcb.^«, no.^4^'^ 

- ‘>^ '--i. 

iWaj-o P.-,.”^dTn S."*' ^934. 


a. r.lf»VA>llll IM tATSHAXO 


I. «e/orr 


1651 


Aaaun, S, Franoecn. upper c- 


I. Piam/e. I. 113 |. 


»■ tXX. and 11. pl. 


14«; Battisti. Cimaiac. Milanu. 1963. coknir piate g)«. 

1300 Cono Fottxnran, f.pnle with t.abeated pirtk» and campande, right hand. mural; Saint Ftan 
n, supp^ing the t.h.irch. Amid. S. Franccwo, upper chordi, nave (Romaoit de Firt av 
A IX. fig Cicochaxi «I ai.. Oidio r , mAuid. Home, 1969 fig y, 

1" ^ *•“ »he upper fatade and ,rth*r d^U now 

lost 111 the As«!0 Ir«co. tempera, Paris, Louvre (RoHAitr r>E Flei rv, latraa nl IX fie .■ 
Abmajido Schiai-o. .Viemde delU f attedrale di Kima e dei Pairiarehin tateraneno-. Sl-di 
,7, ,969. pl, IX; Smaet. r*e Aism ProUcm anithc.irtof Cimo.... Oxford. ,971 „f 1 
■- I3»3 R.^ Paoi l.xo DA Vereha. ahbrcviate.1 exterior view. dwwing Upulc and campande. right-hand 

^ummation; map of Rohk. Compcni.mm (Chronalotta .W«g«a|, Venice, Marciana Zan too' 
f. 98. and Home. Vat. lat. 1960. fol. 270- (Peuta*. PianU. l, ,15 H.. „„ LXll and M X 
>43- 145; Degekhabt and ScHum, .Mariano San.ido und PaiJino Veneto.. J?m» JUf, ^ 
1973. > ff.. «p. 86 fl.. legarding the early date 1343). PowiWy b.ued on XIII eenfiiry prn- 
^t>^ (HotTZMAsrx. . Der iltextc mittelalleriicbc StadtpUn von R«n., J.O A.I , 4,, ,9«,. 


13*» Asokviiovs. schematic exterior vie*. sbowing portieo, fa?ade and clrmtory, vrith three and mor* 
wndows resprctivcly. birt no campanUe. golden «eal. lowcr leit; buU of lamis the KavaiUn 
Munich State Archives and cisewbere (De Rossi. PianU icnofra^hc, pl. 111 and 87 H - Fau 
TA4, Piante. I. 119 f.. no, LXXXIII, and 11. pL 144), 

14H -16 LiMBOfiio Brothfr,. abbreviated exterior, thowing portieo, high inner (>) aislei. (a^ade with three 
Windows, clercstory with plus five Windows, campanile ri^-hand near (afade, iUumination; 
map of Rome. upper right. Trit ricMtt keuret JuUuci* Berry. ChantUly. Musee Condi ms 65 

fol. 141-(Frvtai. Wiwie. 1 , ,,j f . no. LXXVl. and U, pl. 148). 

1414 Taddeo di Bastolo, Khematic exterior, showing arcaikd purtten. aistes. fagade with three win- 
dows. clereotory with plu* five Windows, and campanile. rigfat-hand far hack. mural; map of 
Rome, Siena. Pahuao Pubblico. chapel (FnirrAi, Piante. 1. 125 f.. no. LXXVII. and II. pl. 
149). Perfaaps hased on a prototype antrdating 1348*. 

1474 A1ES.S.AXDR0 Strozzi, far distant skelch. showing baptistery. StaU Santa. SanOa .Sanctorum, 
polacc and basilica with nave and transept, the latter with bot one tower, pen and ink: map of 
Rome, upper Icft, Florencc. Laureiiziana, cod. Redi 77, fol. VII’. VIII' (De Roh», Piante 
icnouraficHe,^ fl., pL IV; FufTAZ. PianU. l. 140 fl.. no. LXXXIX. and II, pl. 1^). De- 
pendent im it. view in late map of Pictro dcl Massaio (Fkvtai. PianU. I, 142 f.. no. XC and 
II. pl. ibop. 


' We oali per. bnUkie .ymlob, umadhj Msillie. r.ri. ud the STwiorf msp (Fki«. I. tu IL. mm. I.XVIII IXIX 

ll. pl. irok 

• ^^c nnut Ftomuiioiu wlucb eosapnw into os* bollding the hssiiira. haptwiery md pslsce. a> toand ■■ Ihe rAtUHXMlo aa 

of IU 7 (K.ti«. ruto. 1 . u, , . no. I.XXXI.snd II. pt 133). or i. the of P«Oo dd SUmsio ,,7. tiUi.. I. .,7 

«0». Lxxxvn, i xxxvni. «nr] ii, pit. «57, 13®). 

• A oiedel. oxaed lor Hsnin V. <hon s cfiarch lAfsde. pnceded bp a doeMe-twnd logRUL Eu» mK« il am r-» »-’-’ hy CmoiX- 

n (CiAMPnrr, », ucni io>. li hae Um idmUSed m Ibe Utenn U^adr- 11 tkis men «x it cotoi aniy h«>e beea a pmteet; 

l m. <he tocoptiom • DtHCTAi AC LAbKSiCi VRBti ttEilAVK. CCCLt-S" awl 'COlfSf.Vf E IU IL > URVA PBTKA ~ 
ut ux> eenenl to mtal hm a br» liak mth the lAleran- Ia tatt. Ihe ami|.IHo«|Cia narthex xuoaxlp ncaOx the lacade ol the CoRwaa 
chonh ol 5S. Apoxioh, b«h oaly I. 1473 l.p GtaW delta Rmere, tau. Jxltx. II; did he oalp cxrry oat . (mvxt nude Slty ymn 
befcnf rs« OAVnx .« M.e..»XT, Hiioria .ammomm p«h/k«. x S/ato« I' U /e«rtow» .XI f, «mu .««.«to. Panx. 
1679. ». *«■ III and 2. abtre he leiecx opra the ideaUliMtiMi betaeea the Vaiieaa perluo, the Launa aad !*. Apoetob. Tbw 

kiadly coaiaianicated 10 xx bp V. iloftaunn). 


















•> 




'S SAUMCAHI M cumsti 


HkcmskerciC, vWw n( fhe Lalcran (kO:i(v »ihI h«* *ilira fram thr north, pen and bro\vn vnUi; Ilcr- 
lin KupfendicfjliiilMm-tt. Tt^n. foj. 14* uid Jt fHvrtjrv and Egc;»». pk. la- 

and jt. pp 8, j6lf.l. Hurl«n and E^-gtr dedutwl Ihaf thi* fwi> jw^c* v/rr« onct juiiivd, aa 
evidriMMd hy tt» cootiininir» roofline ol Oit paJacr corridar {our fig. *). 
rjja—fi JUiMSjujiCK. virw fnim ambulatuty acrn^ nurth transrpt into noith anl«, p^n and ivgAh; Bei- 
lin Kupfrnlichlcabinrtt. /qD. (oL yo» (HoElSEK anJ Eccer, Htnmkrnk, I, pi yo». p. 36, 
wraoglv idrntilwd as Sio. Seofann Rotnndo; coirrct idrntificatian. MALMsrunu, ‘iA dravving 
«1/ Martrn van HacnukOTck of thr iutrrior of $. Ctovnnni in Lalrninus. JicH, 14, 

r<>73 247 • o“2 lig. ys|. 

M. 1550 SAUrsTIO PERrui, vtcw nf {.ateran Innii back aud bi^h up, shuisujg apar, transrpt and sidr idrw 
ot north transrpt Ia;adr, prn and inic; Flormrr. TJA 1443 (I^per. 303, flg. IIO). 

IJTS l)L'r£ttAC-L.tFRERV, vifw of hanUca from north, hi(;h vantagr poinf, cnRravinu'; f.f srtto CAteU 
(Fipt**, P3\nJt. pl. »36. onr fig. yoj. 

•J 77 DnriHAC LAFRfRV. tiud‘i eyc virw of basilica, cngraving; map of Rume, rd. EhrJr. Home, lijoS 
{Lai'ER. 319, ftg. 1*0; Fai-raa, P>'M/r. IJ. pf. aja; oiir fig. yzj. 

>588—90 AmnrrHoox. i-irw from north, showing apsc, cJerestory of nave, old palace. fiescu; Vatlcan trty, 
Bibhoteca \'aticana (Stevexsox, T^pngrafiH t Moituweiih' d» Koma ndit piUmt a fraeo Ji 
Siik> l'JM> UiUiotre^ IWicano, Rume, llbly, pl. IVb; Roiiacii' DE Fledry, iMlran, pl. XII, 
withuui prucesiioo; Lader, pk. XXIX-XXX; our fig. yi). 

J^gg—tfn AXD.-miOD». viirw of nevr palace, lu?» nmtli tranaept faende. wifh old apic. inui-al; Vatican City, 
Bibitotrea Vaticana, bibliugtaphy as abt»ve. 

Utf XVI PETRt» Ut-Rttn. rrcoftstructiuji of baadtca fmm north, Ebowine old tiansepl fagade and adjacent 
atamy bniWingt, engraviug (Rohadii de F«.k»:rv, pl. Xll; LatrRn 314, fig. ui}*, 

<a. i6uo Circle of LtooRXi, preachtng of S. .Angiolo, sboviing interior of main apsc wjth four bfoiue 
cohrmns, muraf; Florrnce. fornirrly cburch of Ognissanli, cloistcr. now in mluration (?), 
(Roezoii, Ia CAirso drtgMijMnrt <n firriua, Flnrrncr, 1898. 95 f.,’ Bacci, «.facopo Ligoni 
oelb pillura fiorrntina», Ptoptrziotu. 3, 1963, 6» ff,. 80, notes 36 f.; oiir fig. 76). 
jfter 1600 B.irnsra PAXZFR.t. variant of Ognissanti fresco, engraving (Rohahit de Fledry, Lalran, pl. 

XIX. II. apper half onljr; Lader, 305. fig. 112, us fmm Utcran Arcbisi!. Hoth authors cr- 
cooeously date it 1508). 

afirr Ibo* Jacofo CrRjMALDi, cicw of httsllica and paUcr. variant of Sjxfiis V frcsco in Vatican, bnish and 
ink. MiJan BiWioteca Amhroriana, F iuf. 227. ff. Jb<) (Gexc.aro. . Da alciini rodid di Jacopo 
Crimaldi nella Bibliofcca Ambrosiana «, Lt Arti. I. 1939, 396 ff.. pl. CLXXXIII, fig. 3). 
tm. 1630 A.NOXVMnt.s, rocdalliuii showing fagade of loteran, mnral; Rome, Lateian Baptistcry (kuidly 
oomaiuriicatnl by V. Hoffmann; our fig. 74). 

tm. lfspH ’1 Lon» Roi.iiier, view of north transept fayade and old palace. engeaving (Raspoxi, following 
P 3»1 

befare 1646 Garfaro Dcduet. view fmm catt. shOHing rast vring of palace and chiirch, with portico anrl old 
facade wilh threr biind (or hlockcdf arches in upper pait, transept anil north towcrs. oil 011 
canvay. Chatsworlh, Cedlectiou Duke of Devonshire. iu>. 134 (L.AUER, pl. XXXI; our fig. 73). 

•fler 1650 Fojlower of Garpard Dvchict. Vicw of Lateran from east, fiee variant of proceduig. willi Bor- 
roitiini reai wati covcfing oW fayadc and with arUUtion of Romanei<|ue campanilc and omission 
<4 ornth lowen. oil on canvas. ChaUworth. CoUeetion ol Duke of Devotisliiie, nu. 139 (Ecoeh. 
Vuiuten. 1932. pl. 90). 

«63» Fiuff.! Gadliardi. recoastfuctirm of interior, mnral; Rotne, San Miirtmo ai Monti <Doui.crt, 
..V.H* Mir tute fre*pjr de Saint-Martin-des-Monts., Mii. Ec. frtnf.. V, 1885, 377 ff.; Thei.ex, 

• Zor barorkcn fmgestaltung des l.anghauw.‘i der Latcran-Basilika >. KutisIcAroniA. 7, 
Srpt 1954, 4*4, idenlifpng it as an idcaliscd recwwlrucfion; Harris, .The docoration of 
Son Martino ai Monti., Uartmgtoti Magaziia*. 106, 1964, ji8, publUhing t]w paynncnt to 
Cagliardi; oor fig 77;, 


■Coo. ihe P. r aeriii mgrarin; aiol iliai 
f bten ilcoc Jfi«r Sisius V,» fou /Mt>. 


S. CIOVANEI 


IN I.ATREAHU 


«) 


t688 Veroeci-i, siew of basilica fmm east with old lavade. engiaving {Vercrili, .Vhoio SpUmiaM Ji 
Hrma Moittna, Itl, pl. jfij. 

rt». 1700 VAX Lixt (formetly Anonynovs PAtv.Ttij*, virw of favade of Lateran beforr GaliUi. peticil, 
Bcrlin, Kupfcrstichk.ibinett, na. 6477 (Cassirer, - Dic Handicichuungsammlnng PacetUs, 
Jakrhuch der PreusrtKken Karnlsammliingen, XLIII, iq**, 70. fig. 7). 

>784—9 GAi.rVlUR, view al apae and transept fmm northwcsl*, pen and wash; private cnikellon (PARism. 

• Uessins de voyage des artistes franqais rn Itidie dans Ia secunde partic du X\anv sitclei, 
OBA, seiies 6, vol. 54. 1959. 117 H, ' 2 '’'. oole 0 . bg. lal. kindly biuugbl to our atstnlion 

by Professor R. Malrostrom. 

ea. 1818 Kossimi, view ol Lateran apsc from snuthwcsl, showing ambulatory and part nf apse exterior, and 
nuilbwest transept wall with it» bnltrcsses, engraving (Rossixt, f iNiiawMenti pifi ndrrci.riinii 
di Ruma tial de^mo iieolo sino al teeala decimortavo, Rome, 1R18, but drawn carbei, lal. ifij. 

i8ao -4 Prosfer B.lrbot, view of apsc and tranwpt. rigned 1822» (?), pcncil; Paris. Louvrc, Cab. d» 
Dteuins, nu. 2(1(183. 

1823 Vervcoet, view of apse and ambulatory, signed and daled. pencil; Rome, Cab. Na», delle Stampr 

1830—41 De Vico, ticw of rear of basilica from Southwest, showing ambulatory, wateicaloui; Home. fiab. 
Na*, dcllc Stampe, (our fig. toh). 

i«6a PiETRQSl (?). view of apse from Southwest, rigm-d and dated, watercolaur; kicatinn unknown 

ca. 1870 P.AKKKR, old apse lioni norUiwesl, photograph; Komr, Pabuio Veneria. RaceolU Laucianl, 
JIO- 31J36. 

ea. 1870 Anoxymods, old apse from Southwest, photogiaiih; Lateran Archivr*. 

8 August Parker, exeavation» Iwhind apse. phulograph; Rome, PalaijM Venciia, Raccolta Lanciani. 

1876 (I>UE», pl. I; our fig. loa). 

ca. 1877 Amoxyuous, interior of apse. phatngrapli. 

ea. 18^^ AxoNVMoys, old ajjse during rebuilding, and detail, phulogtaphs (Lauur, pls. 1 and III; our lig. 13). 


C. DATES 

197 203 Dedications in tJic Castra EijuUum SiM/gutarium fnund below the nave of ihe basilica on an lonic 
capital. Uo»I, Rdf, 1934. 347 lig*. 7.S)- 

297—288 Fragmcnfary inscriplioiis referring to Uioclelian and Maximian found in excavatinn», 1934-8. 

inside tlie temaiiis of the C aj(r« Ryairum Singulariam. (Fbrkua, 0 Niuive iscrUioni degli 
F.i]uiU>s Singulares r-, Epigraphica. XIII, 1951. 96-141. esp. 141; see. however. M. Sfeiuki., 
«Die Equites Singulares AuguslU, Att/i^Hilos. Keibe, I, vol, 11 , 1965, 9 *^- note y>l, 
wlierc the disappcarancc of the etfuiUt after the niiddle of the third century is postuUled). 
end ol Cun.stanline founds the Lateran liasilica. iubscqucntly called after hiiu the Bastliea CoHrtanltnia- 

312 (?) na, has it decoratod and cndows it with fumisUings and landed property, •...{teit Contlanti- 

nus a«g...B«sif/ca»i (■oRS<an/»iii«Ktt»i..... Outslanding among the furnishings and «lecotirion 
are: a /ailigium of hammered silver, sheltcring («11 carrjdng?) in Iroiit the figure ol tlte Saviour 

on a (olrling chair . in ulla ... flanked by the apostJcs carrying crowms; ut the back. 

facing the apwe, the Saviour enthruned ffirmni...» and tlanUed by four angels carry^ 
spears; inside the lasligium there was a golden vauli and, suspnnled from it. a huge goldeo 
chandclicT - . .carwram ea aura purissimo el farum ex aMro...9i« peudei sub /aslirfium... •; 
Ihe vault of ihc basilica'» apse . ...cameram basilicam.... waa eoveied with gold foU 
-. ...r* aura Irimila... n; (inally. theic wctr. seven silver altar» and altar vesscU. Besides 


' For Ih' ulrniifiiwtion nt Ihe AooDyinmi» Paccltl wllh lleniltili Fism 
HcnclilU Fraus van I int.'' Oad llcHand, 77 I196J}. -fO 8- 

• Vicws nl the West end of Hie tissilic» from the IsU' «RhUniih «otaty . 


: Zwtxxu. '■ De Aminynrows Vaeelii oltcael 
l»n>l to te biled 1« eJnfoiu; me chose llwm 
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Ihe dcctfutinn jiiuI ft»rnl»hing ol tii« cliaiicrl. and dioincl Irom it, thr n«\-e and »i»Jr« w«t» 
pni\-idMj wilh li^jhiing 6 x4uk5 •OnuHvmtNM . iw iiin/>r« > as (nUowv a {fuidm chaiidrlter 
•...«<•4^ aAaaa-.. • ' ti"l' thr angulari; ltiri)’-livf chandrlirn and hitv candh-iitirks in 
thr ttavr grtmia UstMaif. •. «nothrr forty rJtanddirni in Uie right-hami or xnitlurn 

atslr and tvYntv (atr in Ikr Irft-hand or norlheni aialc; laally. <>«>Yn gUd(<d candlraticJct 
with iniaid 6gurrs ol pmphrts plaord in (rrvnl of thr altari >. raWr/akra anneu/tt hk- 
aww 17/ ani^ aAUru. eam ivaata rr ameal.^ iaUrelasaiH tigiUns ptnpiuJatam. . •. The laiulrd 
pnit>rri>' dnnated it» uvcomr markrd for thr maintenanor of tlw church and its srtvtce» 
< . ra urrtHa iamtaam •. i» all lucnted near Koiiie and in Campania ' {LP, 1. t/a-^). 

Mot. • tlt • (iuMto Wa» aer. Rmmat Miemlut huiJieett ^a/iahm • (Cesare BaltONin. .Vart,-n>lt>fiam Ro- 
ar SI* lOiraaa. \’tiuw. tsn?. y>S). nrfemng either Io it» (uundiiig. in that rao- November. Jia, oe 
ti» lt« cuoseention. jiS; ih«e being the ooly yeara in the teign of Ccmstanriiw and Sylvester 
wheo Xovemhtr 9 falU on Sundav. a» ciutonury /or diurcli dodication». 

4» -30 Oicdicatory imcription of Has iu» Felix and his wtie Padnda, formerly in the ap*e. pmsibly 
rrfrrrii^ 10 its redrcoraitoo; Ix LIl in thkiiko FL. VC. aaigiaUr a/rtiu^ mi/ilia* / 
Fatrieiat. d emu W .* pealaua fias. ini. femina / «o/i eopolts <U Pprio /eeeeam (De Rossi, 
lnicnfln)nt.f II, I. 149. no, 17. from Lameshamensu Svlliyp- 1 ; Diehi.. fLCV. 68). 

433—40 Valentinian III dunaies a Jilvcr fasUpnm wnighing ao«» pounds to replace Uie Constnntinian one 
taJieii by Alarie //./'. I. ajjl. 

4S6 -41 Alter the larJc of thr VaiulaU, • . .feat elenUm irantUln-am . •. Ijx» I donate» six kyiriai, two each 
to Ihe Latcmn, S. Paolo and St. IVter». He furlhcr provides a new decoration for the La- 
rcran ap»e. • Feci/ nro canuram ta hasUUa roju/aa/iniaNa ., perhap» roiitinuing Ihe work 
started hv FI Fehx and hii wife (LP, I, j.sg) 

#14 SS Pope Hormisda» dunaies a «lier arch to go in front ol the altar, •...aream argenteam aale allart ...», 
and oxteen hghting fixtures. eemlAara, «hose location is not given (LP. l. 471). 
aa. «8* 43 The F^toam dr Lotit NaarlnruM for the fiisl time refers Io the basilica under it» Ihree names. 

appamitly Ihcn in popolar u»c; •Raxitiea nHi.ri.in/iaMibt at Saleakirui ipse fnofue et sti. 
Jekamn» dmlar. (Dt Rossi. Ranu Hotlarranea. I, 143; Hi eisen. Chtese. 3; on date. Car¬ 
pas II. II. Duie 2). 

•4» -5* First offioal refereoce to the badiira as drdicaled Io the Saviout in form-il nccounts of the sytvod of 
bisbops aniembled by #tanin 1 in 649 ....in ecclaia Sahatoris, ia.tla tpiseapio /.a/ernnetur... ■ 
(LP, I. 336) and later in the acruiint of Martin'» ahdiiction • Salvatoris juae et 

( amstanltniaaa... . (LP. I. ,138), and in a letter of Martin I as » ...etdena talvalotis norfri' Jtsn 
Ckruti. fnae cotnom,natur Constant,mana . . (Mansi, rolimia, X. coi. 851). .4n apjH-nded 
accuonl of his marlyrduni. bovsever, describes .Manui a» . .. traJila%. .Rontiie Je CaiJioliea 


m -*6 Hadrun I irsi.nrs the qiuulriporticus wilh iis atiia and fimntains. . ...et imsilicam Saivntoris...in 
rmm, postta ana eum i/aadripofiie,, snis atri,,^ ei fontes, a rnmter .renornit • (LP. 1 
»>7)- Hi. minor gift» include a lapesiry for the main door and ftfly-ses^n ta,>e»tries to han« 
» van^ arches. . ./ per iixeesos areos vola unea... . (LP. l. 500). He also gives a sUver 
■np (LP. I. 510), and Ihiee gold \r«rU to ru before the altar entrance. . .../eeit ante vesti- 
hJam altae,, faiaUs aureas . , (LP. I. 511). In a ktler to tharlemagne in 791, Ha.lrian I 
retrn Io Ihe haiibca as formerly called C.mstantinian. . . .iati/iea salvatoris domini nostri 
le^ Ckrul,. quondam ConsUntimaaa . (MGH. F.p,sMae .W/cmuNgici tf Karxdini Aevi j. 
Berhn iSgg. 15). Anaslaxius Bihiioihecarius, cirnimentin# on the Second Nicaean CounciI 
(7«^.^n-lrr. to nas-e murals o.lh Old and New Testamrnt aoei.e» typologically arrangixj 
ma ... . ^ »0 be ConstantinUn iMlCxr., PL. ttq. col. z8q). 

** "• •Wrafoen .ramcn. mire magmtud,- 

. 21. He rrooswte» the church and its quadriporticus. prosides the apse window» 
wh suinod *la« . fenestra, de aPsM es vUrv diver„s cotoribas Jesorarit atque cancJnsil .. » 
«d repmr, ,he Muceo gratuig» nf other window. v.M al.as fenestras basilieae es metallo .yp- 


•h* I. 




u> reflaram • (LP, ti, 25), He rmovalrs the altar and s< 
boriiim had fmir pute silvi 
stood insute .rcbancelenchwuivol enUmnettes and (amelt,. . . .fecit l■^bn^am ".■,L'"'^'' ” 
,a,s 1,11 e, argento par„„mo dnersis dep,etnm .. ^oLi, 

magn„nd,a„ „ puleMritudinh decoratum..., (LP. II, 27). He also up «Ivet ehancet .Un.rs 
. super rugas ante intrrsm.m .. . (I.P. II. 25I. In the hst of his ,n.,M donation, i. inclo.bd 
ir wemhing Iwentv-throe pouiuls. the costliest donatio» in the 


o hang o 
li.»l (LP. II. 18). 

Sergius II enlarges and reiitrenges the chanrei according to his o 
confessio hehm' Ihe altar, he al».. nuike, vr.ihle the do.ws. her 

arcade and has it ileowated with )«intine» • Fl al,ud quidam opus anu fues hmui renerandae 
ecclesiae ralde optimum freU. qaia sacra fnidem quae latetant poptdi, fimiiM sHiamo s/hJi. 
omuibtu auinifesta cunsliluit cum pulebri decor,, ibtdem 
etiam rarus picturis ni/ufe decoram, (LP. 11 . 91) 


n design. buihU or i 

dm, hy buildiiig an 


a /nibf.imeniii roiis/TMtif; 


IS nf I. 




aels coutinur through the setond half of tlw nintli eeiilmv If /> It 
t-H. 153. KX*. f>4). • 

i An carlhquake cause» the na\-e of the basilica to rnlUpse. ...., 

at this time tlw Iwsilica is called • ...ecriesra Lateranensis .. . .. 

I Ptmision «I wnod for tejiairs underway is being luimjiered (Letter «I |olm IX to ^■mprt..I .UtiH 
Legum. I. 564; jArrit. Reg. Pont. Rom. 1, 442; Mansi. CMecho. XVIll, rol. 232) 

I The rohuildiiiK l» iH-ing compU-ted by Sergius III. . Ilie hasH,cam utncl, loManms. que apellolu, 
Conslanlfniana ..a solo reedipeavit el diverti, donis et omameniis Jotavil, titul e, utraque parte 
panelum Mlen, exaratum usque hod.e legi potest ante cAumpnas eneas quae sunt curam allan. 
(LJ\ II, 2j 6. the lirst LP nrcoid of thr basilica as S. Giuvanni; but tlie entry is late, witnesa 
the tusque hodie,}. These inscnptions. mentionni by Benedici of Soracte (Henedello tfenuco 
<fi .S. Andrea dei Soratie Chronicon. eU, Zi cchetti. FohI, per U Nforw i'/hilM. Rmna. iq2o. 
134) wre transi-nbed, the one listiiig the gifts 10 the rhurvh. in the iHscriptio Lateranens», 
Ecclesiae (by John the Dracon. Lacer. 41*; Miii.sE, PL. vol. 194, col. 1558) the other in the 
Birs-tsSylloKe.appimle.l alter ijii to the Dcsccip/.o. >is NessonaiiRs, 290 (De Kossi, Inscup. 
horus. 11.306). Another inscriptiiw above the diuir on the inner fayaile, wa» .imilailv transnllx-d 
s ... super tpsas fores ecclesiae scriptum fuit inlerins..., (John itir Dracon. L.xt ER, 401, MiiiN*. 
PL. vol. 194, col. 1553; mentionrd but not transcnbed by Beni-dict of Soractr, op. cil.). Panvi- 
i\io(t)e praecipuis basilicis, iiu)givesthe foUowingepignim, su()powdlv in the apse ....oersicidii 
abside ex musita depictis...‘. but with no source meiitioncd, rrferting to the tsd>uitding and 
rediviiration, . .4«g,«iNs ( «,.0» io,um quum diuerH orbem!Condidit hanc aulam Silvestri ebri,. 
mate sacram lamque salutifera Upra mundatus ab umla; Ecclesiae hic udem cohutumI p„mus 
iM orbem Salvatori [)eo qui cuneta salubriter egit! Custodemque Ion pandit le lancfc luannes 
Inclinata ruit senio volveniibus annis Spes dum nuUa foret vestigia prisca recondi Sergius ad 
culmen perduxit Uriius ima. Cespilq', ornavit pingens haec moena papa 
Chajiel of St. Thomas buiit in front of Uie two souUi aisles nml docorated with nmraK An iiiw rip- 
Iton on the murals .. toHh» hp xii or possibly . iohes pp xii cmlx .. prinerved in copies. 
names the donor John XU (Laiiser. Papstbildnisse. I. ibjff,; \V.aeT7au.iii. Kop,cn. 36 I,). 
An inscriptiun in the l.ateran cloistcr is the onlv ex-ideiice of rrnovations execuled under Alexan¬ 
der II; 


HiU n iT INCLPTl RE.NOVARI TIPDRIC TEPLV. VRBIS ALEXANDRI 
ROMANE IMiE SVLIS ALMI:. ANNVS ERAT CVIVS D\’ODEN\‘S. ET 
IPSE SfDS ANnVS MILLENV f.EMINVS TVNC SEPTI ,A(.EN"... 
(Fokceua. Iscrizioni. VllI. lo. no. 4; Silvai.ni. .Monumenta Epigraphica. l. 
part I, 1938, pl. \X. 21, 

Duiing the papacv of Paschal II lightniiig strikcs the tnwrr. the top of which, with it» weather- 
Minc and bell». (alis, ruiniiig ibat comer of the basilica, • . .^uassu/o angulo eiusdem basilicae 
sepnlchrum papae quod erat inferius omnino Jestruxil, (LP. II, 301 and 308. note 27). 


1115 (?) 













V CEIJItSTUN 


nxy 4 S (imorrni fl rrpan Iht mi{ (ll'. II. 184^, with hf«n,i pro«dr<} b\ nf Sicily he al» 

rrpaiTS the <iiuniij,-«d e<mTr (John tho Deacon. Lai br. 400; l’l, kj^, cuI. rss2) 

II«•-ll 81 (?)Con»t^K-tion hv Xicobus . 4 neeli o( tlir portioo (dtnioliihrrf in 1732I in fmnt ol the h.iiuica, ircoided 
ui »n m«fnp«H)ii .XW«M A^ffli lecti huc irptu, (CtAUflKl. De 5 «ir>« Aedificiis. n| i and 
p. ij; R.Avroxi. ,vtl; au uwcription on the fiicu'. .Dogmate papali » pre»ervrd 
m fnvjmrnri iu the tlototer (Jiai, H ehicntro IjUeranente, Variraii. 11,70, 14. and StLVAnvi 
eft^apktca I. pirt 2. ,<>4.,. 110. i4<u, pj. XLl. 5). The n,o>«ic fri«r wiU. .cenes 
fmn, thf lecnid» ol tonjtantine. Sylvttter «id otbem i. nnw lu.t (\Vaetzoi.,.t Kofiien 16) 
IMI StcboU. IV build» tnuuept «id ap«-. n.p«r. the fetade and decomteA the ap«e «itj, the mo«k 
«nn preseived. albeit tadR' mtond; mmrded in the inscnption in the apse mosaic: . Pat 
tem poiierioerm et aaUriettem namesas : Hattes sancit templi a (Htu/amenlts reedificari te.ii I 

\ III. 143, no. ,4. W ABreoiUT. Kopten. 37). Foreelb note, that the ma,aic also bore 
'*■” ia^riptions of aimilar contmt 

iT"d'>h) (FoRTRtU. JscritioHi. VlII. 14 I . n«s. 

Juttt. ,308 A fiee at the Latenn, causes exlensis-e danuge: . ...s-apprece fneco in Koma ne' Palae. Papal. di 
.^an Gtoeann, Coterano. e arsono tatte le case de' CaJonaci. e tatla U Chitsa. e circuilo Z re- 

pnmu» (Gio\ 24 n?iii VhI-ami, S/t»r$a. Flnrrncc I5>l7 B<x)k \'irr f’h YrviT « i 
IJ.I- . R.p^ ™„„,, - by tfc .. a BMoyyf R,„i, 

" oli'“ 1 ™»^. v";r.w 

Mtrm..N-uosnd.x-«n,e„.i.Uvo;d'artefa^'^^Sl 

>toric(, dcil Arte. IV ,8qi 12MI asroofi.,o..A , , *‘“""*°“Fai»idAvignone.,.|efAni:o 

Apri) 3. ijhy. I£p,ttolar,o di ro/nccic Wt^^V^lTiVA^n 

Riime. i8i)i, Uo.de n Irttcr xi n Sni K ■ ■ F^®"ri fi" id Storia d lialia. 

of8s-e nase pier,; .nSZs LT"'’‘T 

Larcran t loisfet. one i, sriZ rcris^r one ^^0 7^’ >“ 

(Roiunr vt Flecrv. Latran, 22, f ir pi' XIV T^d 7 V" apse 

l>tdr,ntm Homantm. Mi-«a,or,, /f / <? ed Car »' Fiftko. 

.♦.7 >1 Lairj:^ 

^.'•^ ^P^'>->^PfihMs^''s^ nai^tZlTprT'' ■'^- 

/n. b. PA8V,h,o-I.A..E».43J l>Z Lo De iZ' '• ''»1.SR,.M„.A.M1S.. 

«. M. M2. /,e. am.TtfT ^ ^Nd Val, lat. 67«,. «. 

^ Hcpairi *nd niaral clccvrrati#jn f>v Pi^ne-ii 

J-AI>R. 57b^. ' ^‘‘''‘•*>oO(p,aenpuisbasilic4s,u.^.y_ Ut^oNIi,- 


1447 -69 Unspecifted ssnrk eontinues as ,eflected in pavmeni doei.r 


, b , . ’ (Mimi, U, arts. l, ,44, ^ II 

1491 R.xif repan, and ssork on tnumphal aicli hep,n by Innocent VIII. finaneed by 
Aacoli after a res-olt. . ...e, fertar p.^m,m p„uisce et repar.u,.mem 
et arci, ante ap,stolos... . (l.yFPssrRA, 2hK). but not completed . 

n lapidibus marmoreis pro /aciendo ibi arcu, ifuod 


•ted Rom 
lidelicH m oilnwna, 
raepar,ml duas rras- 


(Ibid.. 280). 

«492 1503 Cami^nile and churrh stntck by liebtmng. ,4^3 |ls„,»irRA. 202t. Alexamler V( comple,„ 

‘hc campande, the «rristy and t)ie ambnJorv 
(BvRCHARPVS, MtlLATOR., R f S.. X\XU. ,. 4,9; P..t.V,N..vL.At EH, +tt Psyv,K 7 

prarcipim basiJic. J,S; documenU in iU srr.. Les aris. 111. 205 and U.st kr 305 un^nie^ 
?V^I53 *" pamted Alexander ., anris on the lavade (Vas.sri.Miiax»»i 

1662 67 Piu.s IV the ,ran,ep, favade. addin^ the altie betsseen its ,*o tnwers (Pa.sv,x,<,. De prae. 

eSinl^nf^* * LTc^,o-La„r, 577; Ucoxki. Statian,. M. 43.,, He al«. builds.hecotfered 
cciling of the nas-e (UGo.y.o-I^fER. 576). P.us V eontinnes his p^decc^sso,', projecti 
‘ *5<>2-6h; Laver. bo2-,,. dos^„„ 

1588 Sixtus V adds to tlir north transep, f;nadc a portico and loggia J, beneditione. dcsinned bv 
Uomeiiieo Fontana (U. FoxrARA. Delta tratportazione dell obelisco..., Rome ijS.,- VcoNio 
43 '; dottimcntiLAUBH, 613 f.; inscriptum 15«,). 

1592-1605 riemcnt VIll refurbishes the transept (Sever-wo, XelU Chuse. l. 523). Tlie .\ltar ol the Holv 

1646 50 l ndri'“"''"\ 7 ‘' 7 “ i" ""«h triniept (La,.ier. 6,7 H.). 

1646 50 tnder Innocent X. Borrom.n. redesigns tbc build.ng. reinforcing the old structure and remodel- 

e and aisle.s (Rasponi. 7«, (J,); the basic structural work ii cumpleted at the 
1730 —32 Gallici builds the 


liri^ the n 

end of ,647 (Martinelli. Prmo Tro/eo della Sma. Croce. Rome. ,655. ,03), ' 

Ic, builds the eastem fa^ade and Isenedktion logipa (d.Kuments LatrER. 625-8; (;ai.ii.ei 
Dtscorso sopra te, /acciaia di San Oinvanni ,n Laterano. Archivio di Stato. Fiienie ( «rte 
(xahlei, fib-a 14, pubUshed by Goliio, , La faedata di S. C.u,vanni in Uterano e l aichi- 
terinra dei Settecentn., .Miscellanea UMiChecae Herltianae. .Munish. ,.8,1. 41,0-3: J.sco» 
s Dic Prnjektc Bihienas uml Doris fur die Fassade von S. (iiovanni in Laterano ., letUchnll 
fur Kunstgeschichte. tc^jz. joo ff.). 

Tlir old apse is de.s,n,yed: 5 -iBpignani siinplilics projeci» prepared by Busiri-Vici from on 
and builds Ihc piesen, long chanccl and apse (Bi siRi-Vict. Progetl,.. . Roma, ,»78. dr 
LA i-RltRE, sLabsidc de Saint-Jean.de-U,r.tn.. BuUeiin St.mumental. 5 ser.. vol. 7. ,.87,,. 
213-33; lom, . La 13 a.siliea Lateranense e la nuov-a abside., Kassegna llaliana. V, 2. 
Junc 1SS6. 325-40; thesc are representative of the many articles published at thU time). 

Josi cxcavjiles the nave of the basilica, uneoverins the remains ol the C«»Ir,r Ei{uilHm Singulariam 
(Josi, R. 4 C. 1934: idem, Scoperte.... Rome, 1034; iinpuhlivhed roport from 1937. tJiw* nel 
fiactmenlo e «itfosNofo dtU'Arcibatilica Lateranense, ed. Ufficio Tecnico X alicano. Pont. Com¬ 
missione di Archcologia Sacra, RiWiotoca Vaticana. K.ti .Arie-Arch.. 1 92. int. z. The Ms. 
wa.s brouRht to our attention by Pnifessor K. Malinstrom.). 

New cxcavations undertaken by Kraucheimer and Curbctl. 












14 


i 


i 

f- 

[■ 

t;- 


r CHBISTIANARl'» 


D. r.KX ERAt. UESrKl P TIO.V 


f of thc Cflinn Hili, insidi? :u\d not far 


S. Oloa-anni in Laterano stands on thc ea—-.. . • j < . 

fron, the Auirlian Walls. in thc souUirtistcn. corner of annent Rene; its facade faces eas . its 
fhanrel and apse Wtsf (fis- I). The church. surrounde<l by other biiildings. fonns tlie oenter of thc 
lateran complex: to the north stands the massive block of the Lateran Palare begnn by Sixlus V 
in isfW. but .cnipleted oniv after 1650; to the northeast the Sca/a 5n«hi. transferred to its 
prrseni hxation in i5tin, the thirteenth cenfur>- «f Stimtnrum and the apse 



F*. 1. > (niorvMU in Laterano, Latsan nomplrx and sunoundinfis as of 1943, ainicw. 


of the tnciiniam of Leo III, thc only parts of the inedieval palace to sur\'ive; to the south 
the cariy thirtemth rentur>' cloistrr and its close, stili housing the canons; to the Southwest 
the buildings of the lateran fniversity, the AUneo Lateranense, enlarged and newly built 
in reeeot years; to the nrrrthweit, the I,ateran Baptistery and its adjoining structures*, and, 
a hundred meter» distant, the hotpital of S. Giovanni, which incorporates large parts of the 


PaxttiMn. Lt /Vmci S 
Valxaa Cay, i*r> 


p rmilUbf conclfulorui iiPifar 
Act*ltmia Ha 


e hUtwy, «e 
XII. 1) 



III 
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5. C.IOVAKNI 


l.S 


IN i.athrano 


inedieval structure. To the west and north of the Sistiiie Palace extonds Piawa S- Giovanni, 
marked by the obelisk sel up in 1588. Ttie piazza is rcarhed (rom the north by thc steep rise o( 
the Via Mcrulana Corning from S. Maria Maggiore; from the norlh\vc-sl hv Via S, Giovanni in 
Laterano, from the West by Via Sto. Stefano Uotondo running along tlie crest of the Celiau 
Hili; from the Southwest by Via Ainba Aradam, forrncvly Via dclla Kerratella- l*rior to 1586. 
thc old papal palace extended to the norll» of tlie basilica in Ihree scctions staiiding at angles 
to one another, the Sauela Sanctorum and the trirlinium of Leo 111 forming the easterninost 




elenients. Kemodelled time and again until the late thiiteenth century, the palace appears to 
have incorporated some late antique and possibly some Constantinian parts, the former pre- 
served in thc siibstnictures of the SancUt Samiorum. The equestria» statue of Marcus Aurelius, 
long iiioved from its original 
site, stood in the piazza to 
the West of the palace until 

1538 (fig' 2)- 

The site as it appeared 
af the time of Constantine 
and before will be discussed 
below, based on Colini’s pre- 
sentation 

The basilica, as it stands 
at presciit, comjiriscs a conglo- 
ineration of eleinents, widely 
differing in date and charac¬ 
ter. An faces east- 

Waril. Built by Ale.ssandro 
Galilei in 173.8-17:17, this 
structure consists of a inonu- 
mentiil portico surmounted 
by a loggia rlesigned for 
impurting the papal bene- J § liinvanni in T-alerano. Galilei, wst lacidr of haaillca. I7ja 

diction; both portico and 

loggia are linked vertically by the colossal order of the faijade (fig- 3). This aivinf^rrps backs up 
against a tali brick wall, erected by Borromini in front of thc older fa<,-ade of the nave and aisles 














and intmdffj lo farm Ihc rear waU of a <tont)lr-it#7npa portico ai.... p„„„cu. uui 

fbd aot txecutr' Bormnximf Wall. pitTcrd by l.nir |ju|{r openin«>, which wirr latw blockiKl, 
mnaiiicd in iu raw «Uir from 1650 fo 1730, a» wttncs!. Ciampini^^ illiutralidn {fiff. 4) and 
och»^ oantcmporan- f*duu*. if« «>s» /arr. including tlw* blockrd op^ing.s. U viniblr to Ilus <Iay 
fr«o> tbr aiifc roofs*. Within Ihe r«nt.-xf «1 our sludy, hdWevcr. thi, Wall i» l«s important than 
tbr m«lir» aJ clrmcnn wdu.h ww fo h.* »ccn behind and in froni of it bcfor«* Galilei> avant-corb, 
was buflf. fWuiKl and ahote fhr B.wT.miini wall nVs thc gablc of fhc m«lirval nave it» 
rwr Uill arrrwbJe in tbe roof ip.vr. In front of the Wall before 1732 m,e saw to tbe Jcft the ChapeI 
of «“ Tboroas. it* «itranre fumed ncwffiward and «ith a »mail apse sonth. It» east fJank, facing 

the visitor, wa» originally 
open in a triple arrarle. thLs 
wa* Mibse<iuently blorketl. 
but ifs outlinc retnainefl 
\ i.«iblc; tbis arraded ea»l Wall 
wa* apparent ly an earlier 
fcaturc incorporated in tlic 
chapeI BuiIt a» the papaJ 
\-cstry, the secretarium, tfje 
chapeI was dated by an 
inscrfljed muraJ to tbe ponti¬ 
ficale of John XII (^3^>4)S, 

1 ^ To tlw right of the chapeI of 
Tbomas and obviously 
^ lalcr in flate extended a 
narthex. Iu irabeation rested 
*'* columns with Ionie 
capital» and a termiiiating 
pier; tbe frieze cairied mosair 



- rifi i, - . - 

-tn and lt_ nnedinal 1 




Evange^t"" architrane 

- fre^nent in t^^ftb and 

Ihe «r ap.e wa. fmally cfHuecraied in »<> and 

Co-dammian and medir»-al remain». Startine t »«*K«rtJClims sheltering Koman. 

- - of ‘««e tran^ein, thi» eha^^^^ 
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takes the pUre of a mediev.tl apse and ambiilatory which will l>e deteribed fiirther on. 
Basiri-Vici liad workcd out an impressive project to move thc old ap*e Irodily to the end of 
the ncw chancel, but thc plan fame lo naught. 

The deep impreasirm S. Giovanni makes on tlie visite/r to-day i» fletermincii by Franreaco 
Borromini'» remodelling ol the nave and anlc» from ibyUibjo upon thc commiMhm of 
Innocent X Pamphili'. The pbn. a nave flanked on eitlier side by an inner and an fiuler .aitle 
wa» retained from tlwt prevtously exiiting. luirgc strHclie» of the outer walU of the aiile» and 
the entire walU of the nave wcre abar retained, as we shall see, but the su|rpitrts, both in Ihe 



Mg. 5. S. f>knranni in l.ateiBno. Bfxrumiai. inlerkx of nave faciix; eaat 


nave and in tlie aisles, were removed. In the new nave, twclve pters, six on cilber lide, carry 
the iipper walk (pl- 1 ; fig. 5). Each pier is articulated by a pair of cokMsal Cfrriiithun pilasters which 
rise from the floor to the entablature at the top of the clerestory waUs*. A vault, planned by 
Borromtni to span the nave, resting 00 its ihin Wall» and thu» presumably of Ught matcrial, 
was never exeeuted, but the indentattons for volute buttresaes prepared ffw tliis vault iturvive 


• E. Kuam, fwaKuta h-r^mt. Vtnma. isz4. »4 » ; P. PoCtecaAX. 54«(t «< btrfmum. Uttmm» »> Sfona t4- 

tMnlrnimmrj. tUm*. lyto, «j t 

• ttw tUr tmOmsl Arvrlipntal at mrr doaga Mr Hzarr- 9I «. ud P<i»iuoaiH, Vicp, Im. A 
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^ Ihe oul« (fi*v «U. b: b.lo«) •. BetA^-r^n the «««e p.Iaste.cd p.cr., and 

3lv wUkf fh*n thrm, 6^^ «rrhw on riihcr *idr open int« thc innrr aislcs- Oii tla- inn^r 
hfxh- • ronv*» ek-iwth aixb in span *Mters fh- entranrc and Imks tlic hr.M Iwo piers. 

pbkcrd dwitoiulB «« «>» 


__ X fianiM, in ilirt-i* MU-< ««sive 

non ■ I»-» gaWf prujettin^; f.m^-ard, a relief - Old Tcstamcnt w^ne* 1« the 

«wlb \«r Trsunwnf »c«»« b> the north - and an ovai panel framcd by « wn-alh; in 
171» ibc- paneb ww «W bv Ihf figures of prophris oii ranvas. The arches. corrcsponcliiiK in 
b^hl t« thr nube* and liers vsith reliefs combinrd. are surmounfed by Windows, thosc in thc 
fiiC«dr «»d in Ihe «wldlc of each nave waJI slressed by flanking •'olunuis and liiglier pedimeiUs, 
The overaii dRagn is kept m while. Against it the only rolourful elenieiits tn stand mit are tlie bases 
<d tbr piers in gre> . rhe nix h« in bbi. k. thcir flaiiking roiumns in green sjuvUlcd Thessalian 
and reticent fpWing cwi the piJa-sfer capitals and on the crowniiig entablature of the 
■ » Ejich nkhe iheitew the ftgure of an apostic — not in the original program — exceutcd 

benreen 170» and ijtS. Sime in pa»l publirations’, the piers have bccn desigiiateil occasionaliy 
bv ibe naiars of Ihe aposfh^. we shall do so oiirscJvcs in our Analysis seclion and we 
tbffefcire five a hst of thnn h«e. Counting from the fa^ade and going from east to West, they are; 

Xorth South 

St. Simon (on the diagoiial piers) 

St. BartholumeU' 

St. James Minor 
St. John the Evangelist 
St. .Andresv 

St. Peter (on the piers adjoining tlic transept} 


St- ThaddrtH 
St. Mattlww 


St James Major 
St. Pani 


r «ith the altemating widtlis of thc piers and arches of thc nave, tJic 
iamer aiafes ase dirtdcd into wider and narruwcr bays. The former are vaultcd with flat 
pnidnitivr domrs and are Iit by large Windows above thc roofs of the outer aisles; the latter, 
hwUHi britmd the nave piers, are now dark and carry barrel vaults. Sqiiare piers with concave 
eonven separate the h%h imier aisles from the lowcr and darker outer aisles. The bays of the 
latter. ahctnaling betwcen square and nairow rectangular spares, are covered by flat ceiliugs 
irtbch rest tm hntefs between the outer and inner aisles and betwecn the bays of the former. 
Shallmr rectangular altar nkhes accompany the outer aisles. onc to cach major bay, and are 
ht by maAm% The pavements in the aisles are formed of rhomboids in a grey and white 
marbtr perspretive pattem. The iuierlocking and gntdation of spaces. rhylhrn, articulation, 
rf/temr, hgbt and sbade tluuughout the nave and aisles niake Borromini'.s design one of the 
great crestiaiH of the Roman Baroque. 

BorraoMiB s Work was confined to the area of thc nave and aisles. but even there it remains 
im rpafili te- Both the firo)ecte<i 0v«ni-corps and the vaulting sj^stem of the nave were started, but 
Wt un&nHbed The coffered cniing. hased on a design of Daniele da \'olterra, whirh Was begun 
is ij6a ander Pios 1 \' tn a rainpaign of ovcrall repairs and completcd under Pius V in 1567, 

I in piare*. Off.center bccaiue of the inward curve o/ tlie noith Wall —as wc shall 


IjiUns-BiuliUi. - KamiUltniai» 



sce, all walls niitcdate Borromini 


the walls (p|. II), Horromini wa» ablc to leave most of it 


it was liung from thc roof timbers rather than rcating o 


1 positiem; nnly at the eastern end 


...d hc have to altei the p.itleni of tlic coffering auMtantially 10 make'it fit his obliiiuclv olaced 
facade piers. The ronstnictlon of the ccUing is exposed in the roof spacc. ca. ».IQ m. hiobi in 
tewning liewccn its base and the platform below thc prexent stccl roof. Likewisc, thc mivcment 
of the nave remained unaltered: an opux nenwcitlaluui of porphyry and grecn and white marhie 
With ils panels fillccl with zig-z.ag, diamond and other geometric patterns; it was the gift o( 
Martin V (1411^-31) wliose arms with the Colonna column stili ocrupy the cctiicr panels'' 
The failure to complete the vaulting system and fa?ade phmned by Borromini mav h« due 
to a combinatioii ol factors: Innorent X’s 1 


fading interesl in the projcct alter thc Holy 
Ycar 1650; the resulting lack of funda; and 
Borrominis persoiiality, over prorrastinating 
and diflicult lo Work with. The retention of 
the fifteenth century )>avcment inay fall inio 
a different category. ‘Ilie lerms of Borromini's 
commission stalcd expressly that lie wa.s to 
beautify the chureh but to preserve it as far 
a.s possible in its original sliape ■*. In parti- 
ciilar lie Was lo leave nntouched the transept 
and apse wliere Services liad to continue wliilc 
the nave was bcing rcmodelled. There too, 
liowcver, the plan and miisonry wcre to rernain 
unaltered'; and, indeed, contemporaiy belief 
Was that the oval panels, later rlosed with the 
canvasses of prophets. were left bare so as to 
Show the old, supposedly Constaiitinian, walls 
of thc nave " to recall their age and the piety 
shown by later generalions towanls luin '' 3 . 

The transept and apse thus remained 
untouchfd and the former stili sursives much 
as it rvas by the end of thc sixteentli century 
(fig. 6). Its Walls, pierced by rectangul.ir 
Windows, are covered inside by the fresco 
deroration conimis.sioned. like the Windows, by 
Clement VIII (igqj-ifHio)*. The .Altar of the Sacramenl was set up by Clemcnt against theshort 
Southern end Wall, re-using four ancient brunze columna ^ Ihe coffered ceiling bears his papal arms. 



Kig. b- S. Ciovantii In l.atrranu. Triimppi inteiioi. 
fucing suiidi. 
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woii thoroaghljr «llriinl by ifuiejting U; 

- - -01 paneb. TIw tate rcntuir utiutMu I» Ann„. 

HXVI.KL, tp. ill., M. quotlmt thc poptV iDitiuctionb Sce atw Rmconi, 
■dviwr) (^01» Mii/cJii M toluxhUr j m,u» 4 » 

«I» M*tiiii.i.LU, p,imo hajn MI» Cnc4, Rome, 1633, 13. I.. wbo glvc» »» na» 
«aitluic» ol Ilic caily Clirltliim»; the meril» of l>bre Sylvei 
•' ..Ji cimttUi d‘iMUlri Itmpii impiigali in , 


the rcmeina of fugon lemplex 

• Mah)ihu.i.|, jj(.. ...v, I» luti>liVd...^inM '«*« 

hwo» <e , Iribnna iM,»»), p,. « a.Wxi i-mtiu» JM» pUni, 

,IHmantu)ii tae.ati fcmcnli,, jMjnlo paitiiU/out...-. 

* KAcruNt, »p tii., »3. <■ ...oaaiat /arinJe spatn...fiiibtit in spaliii nliei» ta 11 
» tl ptilffiMi, trg» ipsum pitiah «c litUgiant HnttatiJss.,. 

» cniploywl and ibe aubjcct» of Ihe «noraU ue IUI»! bjr l ui, Otmisi 
\» peeiNiring a attnly ol tbc alt.ir. 


w ol Piu« XI anii ehanalng Oi 
AOt», pL Vllb, and pholo And 
“MI (ttil. Boiromlni and Vlts 
|Mi aiiipds situciiu»,.,ril\mmu 
br preacrvinx tbe old buildlii*: ' 
ind his rardinnlt C' M na sa 
trium|ih oi th 


» Ihe «viild Ihc la 
■ana. i>xii«.„il p»piL..ib 
dat (inn CaHuntina si 


• Tb» pninteo 
' CaroI Wiaibw Hreolan 
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The nnrth fa^adr outndr. rrmodrUrd in its iippcr 
portionii under ttus I\‘. in 156^-63has ifs 
Mver paris hidden behind the portico and /i>egt'a 
di itiudtxtoHf huiil in 151*6 by Sixtus V’ (lig. 7)- 
AH thnr rlcmmls, howevrr. are jusi acrrclions 
Io tbe medio-al iransepb Its totai hcighi. 
unrhanip^ under Chwent \ in, rises 36.67 ni. 
from iis pavemenl. sincr Ibis is roised hnir sieps 
(i».73 m.) aboir nasT lextl, the liciKht o/ the 
transepl frutn nave level is 27-40 m- Its vvidth, 
meastired in Ihe rtjof .«paee, aveni^ 14-70 m. 

Beside the triumpha) arrh rise ttvo huge siijj 
pons, now’ inrofporaled in t)ie westernmost o/ 

Borronuni'» piers, llw IVtcr and Paul piers rc- 
speelively (pl. I; aJso /i^ 57 and 6j). L sh 1; .1 
their short am» «ere embedded in the transept 
■•st waUs. uhiJe their long arrns. 17 painxi 
(S-So m.) hng and 8>, pa/mt (1.78 m.) thirk ’ 
formed the eastem end piers of the former nave 
arcade*. To a heigbt of ea- 8.80 m. froin nave 
pavToient level the supports are buiit uf large 
Uone biaeJes; higher up the construrtion lums 
to brick. The columns plared a^ainst tliem to b'i<. 7. S. fiio' 
suppnrt the triumpha) arch were set up in 1491 «•“‘“■hiK medie 

bj’ Innocent \111 and ihe arch was buiit o>'er 
them in 1493 by Ale.«ander (pl. II and ftg. 6j)*. Buf there 

arrh spnn*fing direetiy from Ihe llankinK .siipports*. Outside, u 

1830 (fig». 8a, b; 10 b), Ihe brick masonry of t)ie uppcrwi 


nni in Laterano. Transt|>t north fafnde, 
1 loviers and Ihe j-orilco of Slxlii» V. 


t prc\iously have bcen another 
une clearly see.s. as one did around 
and South \val)s ol the transept; t)ie 



^til *. s in ^ 

«a* »4ll and north eatt tower. 


Ulwlo; CmtitlO 

1« 8b. S. Oi-nranni in Laterane. Tiarnept south 
arm. east »all. 


(oar ). P 

'• t*» rrtmma tm ilu / 


U» «m* «< ti, Mlaaui. „ 


»led lUJ. to a loli „t llghtBlng 

tWrd. "...pof/u*» mjitiriKt 

in «upporuti* Ihe iriumphal aivh. 
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C.st Wa). the outiines of ,aU and narrow windotvs. wi.h pointed arches bu, wUhortr 
Visiblc in place of the rectangular openings of Clemcnt VIII (fig.,. 8a. b; loa b) •• the shoit 
wal. w.th an oculus in the center and a wing waU proicctingVastwa.rffig ’ Z ^ 

transept Wall w.t). wings projecting both east and w«t; and towers inserted behind ihesc 
nsing above the north fa^ade- A bracketed ^ 


r, - ..-urs.ss r% IlIdCKUieil 

comice crowiis the .soiilh Wall, whilc pointed - 
arch friezes of a different type are superimpo- 
serl on the east and West walLs (figs. 8a, b; yb). 

Inside the roof space one sees the outlinc 
of the South gable, and on tlie north. the 
reverse face of a eavetto which 011 the outside, 
above the porch of SLxtu.s V, crowns tlic 
north fa^ade of the transept. Clearly, ali 
this was not buiit in oiic campaign, bul it 
is not our task to discntangle the.se later 
biiilding phases*. \Ve merely note that the 
towers, buiit in tufa — opus saractnexcum 
stand .igainst the pre-existing walls of the 
transept, its wing walls and, in the northeast 
tower, the aislc wall (pl, I; fig.s. 41 ff.); 
al.sc) note tlic; superimposed friezes; and their 
abrupi meeting with tlie bracketed cornice ol 
tlie South Wall; also the cavetto over the north 
fa?adc, perhaps of fourteenth century date. 

The ajMe, demolislied in 1878, is knowii 
froin photographs, older drawings and pians 
(figs. ji),t, b; rz; 13). Its opns saracinescum 
footing survives, atop the Constantini.an apse 
foiindation (jig. 37). Semkircular inside, 
the meditjval ajwe was polygona! out.side, 
coinposed of six sities of a dodecagon- Shafts. 
backed by responds, marked the comers; blind 
and flat .semicircular arrhes framed the six 
sides; slender narrow Windows with pointed 
arrhes without tracery pierced the fonr inner 
sides. A bracketed comice. r«'senibling tliat 
of the South transept wall terminated the 
Structure. Like the transejn, the apse was 
buiit of bric k. Iaside, iascriptions gave the date 1291. the natne of Nicholas IV. the donor 
«- mosaic and, one su])poses, of the apse itseif. The inscriptions claim that Nicholas rebi 
11» ru,m-d ,e„ and Cron, ,,a„. ,he <.|,„rcl,, c „,w, 

and "..mu Umt. „J„m« ,1 «n.1 


Fig. <jb. S. Giovanni in Ijtcrano. Tracwcjpt stmlli tacad 
from West. 


)»■ Vlaitil» In KnrJier'» pliotugrApli. Lacer. pL 111 . ^ ** 

' Proc-Mon .VJAlm.trom VoUcr IfoSmano are plnnoing a .tu.ljr 


*C9 Of a p(Male4l wiodow beJow ih« sUtevath ceniury 
fn9di«viil traiucpi Aud its htttcwy. 
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/nmiamt'nhi parUm componit ah One is 

ifiilincd fn tefer "anJf retroduc " to the casf 
and the fransept and apM» respectivrly, tlie lallw two 
prrliaps built in several eampiiigns (figs. loa. b). 

An ambulatory. subdtvidcd liy coliinins into twn 
vaultcdnaves, envelopcdthe ai>sc(/igs. loa, b; 12; ij)'. 
rts foundativn wall in opns saracincacum is preserved 
in the cxcavalion .irea; the upper umII. in hrickwoik 
not as neat as tli.-it of the apse, is knoWii from 
pFiotographs. .^pjwrently it was added to lJ»c apse 
soinesvhaf later, sincc iis loof ciit otf a fuU 1.06 m. 
of the ajise Windows*. 

In our conte.xt the niedieval waUs of the nave 
are more important. JJorromini. one recalU, preserved 
them and Rasponi desi-ribes the mean.s employed. 
Tlie iipper north wall had curved inWard as itiueh 
as f4. 0.80 m-’. Tlie deviation w.ts roirertcd by 
consolidating the foiindation.s and by adding ncw 
walls extemally to both nave vvalls, clainpcd to the 
H» S. in Afr «iH ^ tO 

tramrpt iran minieit |itiuti^a]ili {S76 the original pluinb line, rhe remaining inward hiilge 

on the north was shaved 
off*. Inside, the repairs wcre 
hidden behind the articula- 
ting colossal order; the outer 
Walls added by Rorromini, 
on the other hand, are visible 
in tlieir entircty as mentioned 
before, and they effectively 
eonceal the medieval walls. 
Ilowever, large parts of the 
top sections of the walLs 
remain visiblc in the roof 
spacc between the sixtecnth 
century ceilifig and the upper 
platforiii (pl. 11 ). Surmounted 
by two stretehes of brick- 
Work, the upper of nineteenth 
century date and ca- 2.00 m. 

..-- i i r iji - ■ ♦he loiver of sixteenth 

iUi. - -i io Uwr»K, I> Vico, tranaept «nd hom soull««*. nia.sonry and 1.20 m. 

em. waiwcolouf. Itigh, the medieval walls rise 


to 24.60 III. /rom flic present nave floor on cither side'. The medieval nave was thus 2.80 m. 
lower tlian the transept. the walls of which rise 27.40 m. above nave floor Icvcl. indecd, the 
two transept buttrc.sses in line with the nave walls protrude into the roof space nf the nave 
and rise i.10 m. above the sixtecnth century walLs and 2.20 m. above the iiiedioval walls. lliiilt 
in neat lato medieval brick construrtion - the hrirks average 0,035 m.. the moriar heds (i.oi3.<i.i>i 
m., the mnchilii.s of five lourses 0.25 m. the nave walls in the roof spaces slaiul 18.H6 m. 
apari as agaiiisl iOi.<;8 m. for tlic width of Borr<(mini'5 nave at floor Icvcl. At ihc ea»! end 
onc sces the fa(;ade gable, at the west enrl the gable siimviunting the triumphal arch sepnrating 
the nave from the transept; bnth are of medieval construction, tlinugh raiseil in Ihe rampaign 
of I j(i2-f»7. The distancc between the gabics, 74.513 m.. represents the inner Icngth of the mecUev,al 
nave; adding the thiekness of the wall siinnoiintirig Ilie triumphal arch, 1.27 in., and thr width 
of tlie (ranscjit, 14.70 m., the total inner length o( the medieval rhurrh to the spiinging of the 
ap.sp mea.sijre,s 90.5O m. The east gable stili sliows iis medieval oiilline pieri ed by the Idorked 
sixteenth century oculu-s. The g.able over the triiimph.il arch bears the arms of .Alexander VI on a 
maible panel. One of the corlwls to support the purlins of the sioping roof of l*ius IV survives, its 
beam.s were rerfirrled, prior to Ihe construclion of tlie present Steel vwf, as resting on low 
brackets placed on top of rather than inserted into tlie sixteenth century rapping of the walls 
(pl. 11 )*. The beam holes for an earlier. presiimahly late medieval rcKif stili shcw along the 
top of the medieval stretehes of the side walls. The nave walls, including the outer strcngtheiiing 
added by Borromini, are 1.53 m. thick and since the addition appears to measure 0.4(1 ni., 
the original tluckness uf the medieval nave walls may be gaiiged as 1.07 m. At a di.slance 
of 19.40 m. from the triumphal arch, one notes how the inside of the north wall wa.s .shaved 
back by Borromini In our context it is of greater significance that this same Wall, for a 
distancc of 4.59 m. from the fa^ade gable is, on the inside, 0.35 m. Ihinner than for the rest 
of its length and of a different inasonry tcchniquc — small tufa stones rningled with brick, 
continued on the fa^ade (Professor Malimtrom). 

To envisage tlie church, howcver, as it presented itself prior to Borromini s remodelling we 
havt: to anticipate some of the results gained from the graptiic and liierary evidcnce disi-ussed 
further on in detail (figs. 57, 58, 63, 68, 69)The double aisles on eitlier side of the nave wm 
separated by arrades resting on green-speckled verde antico columns, twenty-one north and 
South (fig. 77, below). A common roof covered both aisle.s, sioping npward at 26.8 ihrgrees 
and meeting the nave Wall 17.80 ni. from the present floor levcl. The traees of both r(x>fs are 
stili seen on the easl walls of the transept. The nave, in the rebuilding folUwing the (ire of 1361, 
was rarried by a series ol octagonal brick piers. stumpy and only 30 pa/mi (6.69 m.) liigh 
(fig. 63) *. Only near the fa^ade did eight original columns survive. four 011 cither side, once 
that rebuilding was complcted; two more, the fifth on cither side, were swallowed up by the 
first nave piers north and south. By the late sixteenth ccntiiiy', one of the (reestanding coluiims 
liad gone®, by 1646 three inore (figs. 57 f.) Tlicsc coluimus, the last remains of the Constantinian 
colonnade, will occujiy our attention later on. As di.scu.ssed in detail by l‘rofessor Malmstrom, 
eleven piers on either side, including the two wliich had enveloped the iwo tolunuis, fillcd the 
Western two tlurds of the nave *. He has also pointed out that the piers w'ere inore widciy 
spaced than the columns, 4.13 m. as against 4.00 nv, and that they did not occupy the places 


HrolcunrR MfilfnMrtMii aotl Ifutfmano tneasve cj. ijiij m. 

Gi<»vuiai.c« /.a 6ifiiVu4 Jd S. Vtfrm >m CormeJtv, Rome, tgiy, «5^. 11^ 79^ 
Above, tj aod nate 4. 
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roRFt-s BUSnWARl U CHBISTIANARI'»! scmaf 

o/ff.eoripnal calumns (fig, 63)'• The picrs carriedareiics of 'two ordcrs .m«)i a «‘fond imderlpng 
soffit; they reachcd a heigkt of f-. (».25 m.)*. Aboix Ihc ar.ades. the upper waUs 

itwr tm. 70 paitm (iS-fto iii,) «o thc sili» of thc Windows. There werc on cithcr side 

«ghf of tbcsr. 35 (7.80 m.) high, With poiiited .irchcs and filled with comparativcly simple, 

tiiplcsurhed (krthic »Tarer>-- By Borroininis fime thc apexes were eut off by thc cciling of 
Pius IV. The Ami.» rwind panes filling the window-s wcre trneWed hy Pius V. witncs.s his arnw 
in the westcrnniost windosv north. Tlie mura! dccoration begiin uiuler .Martin V hy 
Gentile da Fabriano and continueil affer 14JI by PisancUo was neser completed. It was to 
shown. abosT the arcade. in a first ticr. siene-s from the lifc of thc Baptist in large 
paneh. na. 4-00 m- ssjuare; a sumamnting fricic would lias-e contained half figiire.» of Prophets 
vrhile the maior Prophets would have oreupied Gothic niches bctwccn thc clcrcstory Windows- 
This is the WTiv Bonomini found the chuich before he began his remodelling campaigu. 


E. 


-AX.ALYSIS 


1 . ArcbaeologicaJ evidence. 


«. The sirE 

Fiods nude over the past two centuries bclow thc Lateran complex atid in its surrounding.s 
gisv a fairly ciear picture of that sector of Uic castem end of the Celian Hili in Roman 
times (fig. ti). The eridence first gathered by Colini thirty j-ears ago has bcen siipplemented, 
U nuiginally, b>- more necent discoverie». Wc can do no hetter than follou his masterly 
prcaeiitatioa*. 

The Aundian Wall from POrta .Maggiorc and S. Croce in Gerusalemme to Pojta Metronia 
mns for onc and a half Irilometers due northeast and Southwest. Not quite tWo liundred me- 
ters east of the baiuhea it was pierted by thc Pbrta Asinaria, but that gate Was blocked when 
it wa» teplaced in 1575 by thc Porta S. Gios-anni, Ito m. further east. Southwest of thc Porta 
Asinana and 40 m. due south of thc church a postem gate fornierly pierced the Wall, but s\as 
bkicked at an «arly date. To the Southwest Porta Metronia was the next ancient city gate- 
Inside the wafl the picsent network of streets corresponds by and large fo that existing in 
antiqnity. \'ia Sto. Ste/ano foUoWs the track of thc Roman Caelimontana, coming from the 
Wtti aJong the crest of the Celian, contiuuing east towards .S. Croce in Gerusalemme and al- 
wa)-s accompanied by the arcbes of the Claudian acqueduct, the arcus Neroniani. \’ia S. 
Gimanni in I-at«ano retraces thc old \ ia Tusculana, c.limbing the hiU from thc northwest 
to the present piaau, somewhat beyond the corner of the hospital of S- Giovanni; in thc Mi<ldlc 
Ages, a» Ha Matcrr. \ ,a I^anensis 01 Via Papalis, it became thc principal approach to the 
lateran from the city; in Roman times it continued. tuming sharply south in thc piazza, to 
the postero gate m the Aurelian Wall. Likexvise. Via Merulana appean. to follow a Roman 
«reet from the north, descending the Southern slope of the Esquilinc and then ascending 

northem skjpe of the Celian to continue twards Porta Asinaria. 


t ^ iT4 I». 57», 

•to L*.c,«n, ^ 


' ouiiM. cau. 


s. CIOVXNMl IX LATEBSNO 25 

Delimited and Iravcrsed by this network of streets, a number of maiisions buih by wealthy 
faniilies from tlic first to the third centuries A.D. were scallered over thc area (fig.12)The 
reiruins of the domus belonging to Ibe maternal grandfathcr of Marcus Aurelius, L. Verus An¬ 
nius. have heeii Uicateil l>elow thc castward tract of thc hospital ol S. Giovauni; they include, 
what lUiiy have been thc original seating of the equestrian statue of the emperor». Ncarby. 
large parts of a villa which Ivelonged to >Iarcus .•\urclius's motber. thc horti Domiliae LuciUae, 
have been fuutid l>eIow thc northwestem sectums of the hospital*. Olher great families, 
the Pisones, the V'a!erii. the l.aterani. are known from inscriptions and litcrary refercnces to 



Fig, 71. S, Giovanni in Laterano. Plan of Lateran region In antic|uily. 


have resided in llie ncigliborhood. The luitcrani must have l>eeii particularly pro.nine.r: 
as the entire area prior to tlie fourth century liad taken thc designation Lateranus *. Their 
iainily naine cannot, hoWever, be firmly associated with any of thc mansioii.s which have come 
to light in the excavations. Southwest, underneath the modern pahuzo of thc INl^S and 
acrass the road from the hospital in Via Amba .Aradain, the wing of a huge mansion has come 


‘ ScaixAsi, '‘Hrt 1« sIOris r Ia loptyrafia cfcl lalcToiiD". POIiaineifArlt, jo (ibSj) i»; »1*0 «As* 
tcrani .ind th* pAlacc ot llir ropv*." (1976) m («tM. 

* Sl-umaxi, •• Scavi «UtO *aln Manroni a]l‘wi|>eda]« di S. Gioranni a Koma, ” r’eirt. .1« 

‘ CiiLixi, CUio, 37* B. 
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.. -1. • .1. nf Scwnis or thereaboues and was rcdei-oratcd curiy 

over by the bishop of Kome, 
Miltiades, nsseinblcd under 
fiMistantine» auspices*. But 
the idcntilicatinn is doubtful 
and therc is no esidence that 
this building, Of indeed any 
ut her ncarby building, was gi ven 
by Constantine to the bishup 
of Roinc for a residcnrc *. 
Kcm.ains of at Icast two otber 
domus pxistpd west and soutli- 
wcst of tJic busiliea. The ruin 
of a sireahie thfrmae building, 
presumably part of u large 
private residente of early third 
century date, stili rises on the 
right hand side of the entranrc 
gate of the Lateran University, 
at tlic comer of Via Amba 
,\radam *■ Distinrt and sepa- 
rated from it in anrient times by 
the southeni stnrtch of the Via 
Tusculana, anothnr mansinn, 
reinodcUcd many times from the 
firsl through the third century, 
■served as nnother private 
thermae before being rcplaced 
hy Constantines Baptistery*. 
Further cast stili, across Via 
Tusculana, another domwi was 
foiind wheii Vespignani extend- 
ed the cliancei of the basilica 
Wt stwards(figs. 12. ij, 14,623)*. 
Traj>ezoidal in plan, it was 
comparatively small, but lavish- 
ly appuiiitcd, as witness the 
mosaic of itscourtyard, 7.45 m. 


hig. 12. S. r.wviiuii in Uxtenuo VntpisTuui, pUn of m«iiek'al apse and 
amhulioorv. ro«aic uf irapemidal Jornos and foiinrtations of nw 
rhanceL I???. 


flR. 13. S. Oiovaimi in Ulrrano Trapewiidal Jamtu vtUh mosaic a 
foundalion Hali o( mcdieval amlnllaton^ at af i/iyj-fl. 
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s. CIOVANNl IN l.ATKRANII 

below the pavemeni level of the basilica*. Dating from the early third century it replaced r,., 
earlicr, possibly firsl century rcsidcnce*. Ita east wing unrl courtyard were invarlcd by Ihc 
foundation walls of the Constantinian ai»e and medieval ambulalory, hnt they are stili visible 
in the substructures of the iiew rhancel. Finally, a large private residencc stond in the arca 
siibsequently orriipied by the basilica and rloisler (fig. 14) ’*. Originating before ibe middle 
of the firsf centuiy A-D-, some roomsof its eastern wing. rcbuilt and rcdccorateil aronnd 100 .V.n., 
are preserved below the sernnd bay of Borromini s nave and north aisle, piTivcndiciilar to their 
axes; the Western wing. dcsccnding the slope in terraces below the fourth and liith Imys of 
the nave and 5.55 m, helnw its level, runs northwest to southoast, parallel witli Via Tiusrubma; 
other remains survive below the cloister. This inay be fhc mansion, confiscated in (15 .\.l)., 
wliich had belonged to the Laterani, the egregiae LateroHorum aedes from whirh the (jiiarter 
derives its namc 

In any event, at the end of the seconcl century the mansion was replaced by the camp of 
the horse gn.ards. the castra wof« equitum stugularium (fig. 14 and pls. l, II). l.ike the domus it 
replaced, the camp, apparently in use hy 197 A.l).», was discovered by F.nriro jnsi, who in 
lOSd-SS cxcavated it along willi the domus and the foundation W'alis of Constantine's basilica. 
The rooins of the domus had been in part demniislied and in part were buiied in the hasements ol 
the barracks. Standing 5.35 m. high, div-ided into cells and vaulted, tliesc ba.sement rooms as well 
as the intervals Letwcen the barrack buildings were, it seems. from the outsct filled in to create a 
large tertace. Wc find the same Icchnique of construction al St. Feter's when the mausolea, 
in part dividcd by new partilion walls into cells. wcre fiUeil in to create the plalform (or 
Constantine's church. In thecasfra equitum siugulartum, this terrace, oniy 1.40 m. heluw preseut 
nave level, carried the gruund floor ol the barrack building». These. like ilie basement Wall», 
Were construcled in brirkfaced concrete, modulus live brick and five inortar conrses 0.2(1 m., 
in apus hstatuin with alternating brick and tufa courses*. The walls of the gruund floor are 
prest‘1 ved a.s high as i-io m. Kastwards, below the second and lliird bay» ol Bonrominis nave, 
the walls of the comm.and post, tlic praeiunum, survive: a courtyard or hall, 15 m. by 21 m.. 
eneJosed on the north by a pillared portico, on the south by the sacrarium of thr camp, on 
the cast by two rooms, one tlw offieers' mess wliosc dedicatory' insrriptioii provide» tlie <hite 
197 and on the West by two otlier sizahie rooms. Further West, two barrack building» 

(sfrtgne). eacli with two rows of rooins. run north and south below the fiftli bay of Borrominis 
nave and below the transept; their origin.al length is miknown. Of the first striga the 
whole basement and the ground floor to a lieight of 0.30 m., survive» below nave level; of the 
sccond striga only the barrel-vaulted rooms of the basement reinain. Below the cloister Ihe 
siinilarly vaulted ba.scmpnt of another striga is aligned with that below the transept- The Wall of 
W'lut inay have been yet another striga Was encountered at the beginning of the exeavation 
campaign iti 1934. pliotograph survive.» and its position was rccordcd (pl. I; fig. 14)*. 


• Bosiai-Viri, Ftoeuii. ii., (qiuui.j ^ 

Elep* AM-vixIini; and darnuliiiR io tSc exAvatu 

• l»uxifcicnfi, ei;., 9 ». 

• C«.ixi, CtUo, 9 . 

• Couxi, CaIw, lot. ciL and 371 f. 

' We (toutjt Palliccioni'» niexraiKin, op. ei 

H wc umUrtUnd lUm. he Ap|Micn(ly inteirrct» 

• 7be IcTcU nl tba tatUa aro h«acd on the lollOHinu data: bcight ol ha» 
ape». «.03 Iit. aloTe Unor ol «mknite. whicfa in turn Ia j.si m. bcUiw pra^nt 
<A03l — m 4. J.32 = 7.33 m. below nn«e level, aU meaMird dlreclly; 

NI, Celio, 333): srouiullloor wiUI» prcicrved 1,10 m. hijb. Ircnee m.30 m. 

I3.3I 4 0.031 = 7.33 - 3.35 = ,.,8 - i.eo = 0.7« m. The level ol the dmeai Iwlow the tatU 
Coi.iHi, CehVj, XIX, whero Ihe Iraprioidal doMNt le msiked as 31.40 in.. ihedoMat below ib 
Given niislri-Vicl-s litura ol 7.33 m. below nare level lor ibc lormer, the Ultee elioald be 5.43 

' JOAI, Veoperfe. 3 and 10. Iig. I: pboioyravh PCA8, 113,1. 


:e 3, that the weaternitKut liarrack tHeiUtiiK, bdonccd 10 an ea 


di henea baMmeot floor lev«), 1,11 4. (xu- 
.1 Isrraeka. -1.40 m. bdow naw level (CoLf- 
heoce, thlekncea ol boarmeat va«lu, 7.33 - 
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M-l. Crt.1 

Fig. 14. S. Okivumi in Ijtrrano. (>i(xnon(li, pkin of cxcavation» hrJyw «luircli azul rjuisln. 
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Found a« .1 riistancc of 6.43 m- froit» thc nave portal. ii nin nortli and south likc aU thc bairack 
walls and like those of thc othcr .Wfigae It was 0.65 «n. thick. Us distancc from thc cast 
Wall of thc braeton„m huildinKS. (c>.«o - 0.65 - »..15 m.) cquaU Ihat from thc West Wall of thc 
pr.,cU>ri„m lo thc ncxl striga on thc West. Fundly, within thc foundatiou of Constantine s 
apse, thc perimeter wull of thc camp. i.jo m. thick. towcrs 7 M «"• above thc .onrlyanl of 
thc trapezoidal «fornus at its foot. pari of it. neat thc fnotinf?, i» seen meorporated m thc 
outcr face of thc apse (fif;. 36 ). InMdc. thc cnrlosurc waU acems to have served simultancou, y 
as thc Western wall of a cistcrn, pioterted hy fpus sigmnum and bclonRinK to thc castra. Tire 
cast Wall of thc cistcrn. 4.50 m. distant and 1 . 2 «. m. thicV, waa nsetl in thc constrnrtion of 
thc basilica to carry thc chord wall of thc apse. 


ii) Thf. uasiuca' 


s abandoncd to makc room 


SUnhtly more than a century after its ronstruction thc ramp v , 

for CnnstLtine s basilica. The barrack buildings wcre razcd 0.30 nt- from KK.nndfl.Krr evel; 
and an area, some Go m. widc and roughly too m. Ione, tnnnii.e ea.st and w«t through thc 
castra wa.s assigned to thc nave and aisles of the nw buildine. The apex of thc apse ptojected 
bcyond thc barracks area and invaded thc site of thc trapezoidal domus ad,ounng the wcatem 
Umits of the ramp. The Icvcl of thc iiew structure was plared e 
level of the barracks and thus 0.30 m. below present nave leve!. 


i.io m- ahove thc fluor 


. Tfte /oioidatioH Mflffo. 

The foundation walls outlino. thc overaU plan of Constantine-s basilica, a 


hoth side-s by inner and outer aislcs; 
certainly to the South 
.and presumably to thc 
north as well. a side 
chamlrcr or aislc-tran- 
sept projecting south 
from the inner aisle and 
fhu.s cutting oft the West 
end of the outer aisle 
{fig. 15). The founda- 
tions of the apse and of 
the end wall of the south 
aisle were unrovered by 
Busiri-Vici in 1876, pni- 
tected by a vauUing 
System constructed by 
Vespignani. and forgot- 
ten uiitil rediscovered 
by Enrico Josi in 1933- 
The foundalions of the 
nave and thosc of the 
arrade dividing the aisles 
lo the north were exca- 


» scmicircular aiwe at the Western end of the nave and, 
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v»tcd by Joii iii four t-ampai^iS. and made acccssibJc. A large iiiiinlier of photo^raphs 

taJcen under his dire< <ion liavr as yct becn publishecl only in paii. VVc are greatty ubiigcd to 
PlrofessDf Jw an<l llif Pkmfiiuia Commissione di Archenln^ia Sacra for permission to piiMish 
sonte of ibrm in the present vohirne. Tlirv ilbisiratc parts of the lu.silira unknown herctofore 
and help to elarift its original layout and aspect. The foundatioru of the «>uih aisle-transcpt 
and the aisJe arrade were fiiinid in ig.sS and l^ff) by the authors «f tliis scctiojj uf the Corpus. 

The nave foundation to the north was traced iJi ip.W-jS to nearly iis entirc leiigth from the 
springihg of thr apse alintwf tf> Ilie fa^ade. though only in a few places was it excavated Io its full 
drpfh, Ihat to the South was traced only in pari. Sfretehes o/ both wall.s remain visible in 
the «xe4is:ation arra left open below the nave and traiiscpt. The soiith face of the north founda- 
lion is seen to a depth of 7.5J m. bclow nave level (figs. 17. iH, 19), measiiied in the iransept 
arra, and to a depth of 5.0I! m. brluern the /ourth and fifth piers north, the Sts. Thomas and 
Jamr, M.ijor piers (pl. II). It is seen again bctween the sccond and third of the Bnrromini piers 
north, thr Sts- Batfhew- and Philip piers respeetively; in that strrtch its rastern part siLs alop 
ooc of thr reticulate walts of the doMiu.v antedating the cattra (fig. jb), Its ue.stern portion Ican.s 
againsi the .Srveran foundation whirl, supported the piers of a porlico 01. tlic northerri flank 
of the prurlortum •- As a resuit, the Constanlinian foundation Wall at that point couid be 
rcduced in thicknc.ss to 1.15 m. During 
the excavation rampaign it was pierced at 
^ ^ peunt to ptovide access to the area 

. , T thereforc. it is seen in 

_ ‘^'■“«-«‘•ctionffig.aH). The north face of the 

South foundation, is seen bclow the transept 
to a Icvel 7.53 m. belcAV present nave level. 
while hctween the fourth and fiftli piers’ 
thoscof Sts. John the Evangelisl and Aiidrcw, 
if leaches a depth of only cn. i.oo ni. The 
.soiitJi face of the scjuth foundation belosv 
the transept WiLs seen by us in 1957. 
Furilier stietches of the nave foundation.s 
are knovvn froni photographs taken at the 
time of the exravation: tlie north face 
of Ihc north foundation below the St. Philip 
pier, and l)enveen tlie .second antl third 
north. the Sts. M.mhew and Philip piers 
(%• 15: pl- I) and below (lie St. James 
Minor pier, the third south. Likcwise. 
the foundation Wall of tlic arcade wliich 
divided the inner and outcr northerii aisles 
is known only from fwo pholographs taken 
e brtwten the third -.nd r .1 1 . ***""' ^ 1 “^ -Southern facc of 

tlwtu,,nhnewifhiJu- «.,y„fja,,.,,., /'7 7*? the fourth and fifib aisle piers, 

South loiindatRu, w;i« was found in 19,7 Wm^liHriii ^'"t "T 
i» to .leviate at a shgh, aZ T"" 

'<Kh. a,«k from itn ovc^all rhre, t.on (figs. ,b,. The sa.ne ca.npaign 
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also uncovrrcd flie foundations of tlu^ wtist, 
*outh and easJ side* of n projcrting chanib«T, 
an aisJc transcpt; openiii^; o(f thc inner 
aislc, its cajst Wall is inrorporated in thc foun 
(lations uf thc south arm of thc mcdieval 
iranscpl ffigs. ai, 22). C lose Io thc south wnll 
of Ilie rhambcr a foimdaliun pier vvas 
hiiiit in I5Q2 to carry one of the hronzc 
(olunms. rc-UMMl al tliat time in buiJding 
Clcmcnt Vlir.s Altar of the Sacramcnt at thc 
south end o/ thc transepl. The foundations 
<»f Ihis aisle transept (figs. 23, 24, aga and b) 
andof the fuundation Isetwccn thesoulli aisles 
(6g. 2b) are sUlI aoeessihle ihroiigh u hole cot throijgh thc south foundation Wall of the nave 
(fig. 17). In 1056 thc souffawcst comer of Ihe aisle transept had been uneoveied. but not 
securelv identihed. in the barracks lisisemcnt below tlic rloister (figs. 2ga, b). 

Acccssiblc in a sanlled basement undemcath f.aliJei s narthex arc four spur walls at the 
castem ends of thc foundation tvalls of the nas e and of the arcades separating tlic inner and outer 
aiafcs north and south (pJ- I). Their eastward faces are clearly marked. as are their thickncsses 
whirh range tom i.55 to 1.80 m. But thc distancc of their cast facc-s from thc foundation of 
thc /atade s Constantinian core. of Borromini s linii.g and of Calilei s sccond bning, cannot be 
•ccuratdy measured. a distance of ahout 4.20 m. seems to come close to an accurate cstimate 
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Fir zr S CiovaBni is Litertno. Canstsnlinian Ixmlirji. pUn 
of futmdatkma al «wth aislr and Mtlh aula traiiscpl. 



ITg- aa S. Oiovuui in Lalar .n» 


Coo-andnian basilica, south aisle transept .acavalion, field notes.' 


a. CIOVANMl 



Flg. 2s, S. Ciuvanni in Uterano. Conslantinian basii- 
ica, Eoulh aisle transepl fmindatioiis we»t irighl-handi 
and toulh. 



1 «. *3a. &. Giovannl in Latwang. Constantfaiian 
basilica, south aisle transept foundations, south 
Wall. Southwest comer; plan. elevation and scction. 





Iijf. 24, S, Giovaiud in l.alerano. Gjnitantinian basil- 
Sca. soulh aisle iransepi loundatlons, wm irishl-hand) 
and notlh. 



Fig. 25b. S. Giovanni in laiterano. Conslanlinian basil¬ 
ica, foundations soulh aisle transept, south wall. 
Southwest cusiKS as of 1957. 


but the spur at thc* end of the northem nave arcade may have been longer. Finally, a 
streteh of the foundation of the W’estc*rn end wall of the inner south alsie was dug up. it appears, 
in 1H76, incorjiorateil into the foundation of the west wall of the medieval south transept 
arm, it can be .swn only from the oiitside {fig. ao). The foundation of the apse is accessi- 
ble. both outside and inside, its apex to thc West, its shoulders to the east of the casfra 
enrlosure. The sjian Wall across the apse chord Ls ako visible, though only in its top course- 








































VOUPVS B>V 5 ILirAlll'M Ctnil^riAKAKUM JtOMAF. 

Tit Ihc arca of thc ca.Unt the foimdalion 
walLs of the nave nnd aisles were sunk into 
the ground floor and basemcnf loonis of the 
harratks. AJJ wcrc hniit in the opeji, rather 
than in rrvnchcs. inside the barrack buildingR. 
Whcre Ihe foiindation walls eticounfer tl.c 
waHs of The harracks they oversail or Ican 
against r.ithcr than pieree them. Only for thc 
nave foundations were the vuults of the barrark 
basements brokcn through; the foundation 
walJs of the soiith aisie arrade and of thc 
afsle transept reacli up to thc vaults, but 
picroe tlicm only at Uie crown. The founcla- 
. ... '^■*’erc it cxtends over 

r^tT iT" trape^oidaJ honse, wa.s sunk to an unknoun dcpth helotv the Icvcl of 

that hudchng and the n.osa.r of its eourtyardb Abuvc that level. it wax nalutaUv built in tl.e 
ojicD. as was the adjoming cnd waJl of the inner aisJc to thc south, 

The Constantinian foundation waUs of thc nave of tlic end u-.ri n 

^ .hew,« 

«.ull. - but «„lv tht .buuidtn _ buir, i„ »' lllf «put nottb and 

«I u< htdu tbuuk, uf ,tu,„. wudiud „„„„„„ ftug “rr. ur« 
vm«r.,*.udt«h«iv.u.„nu„«p „ „ 

This boiJding technique appears to hale been u'4d in Con t r " ^ 

.bttb^ ..d „ .„„d b,. ut*. „ 


Fig. 2f>. S. (litivaiuu in taitrrajK.. Coixtantinian btuili-j 
foand.ifion »aH soiith »isJe lro«n nreth. 
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late rncdieval (figs. 32.33). Ranging in heiglit 
from 0.50 m. to i.qo m., this medicval brick 
zone cnrloses, near pavement levcl, a nuinber 
of fravertinc blocks: one eaeh has In-en locatcd 
betwcen the foiirth and liflh piers of norroinini'8 
nave to thc north and south (figs. 29. 30, 31). 
bctweeii the serond and third piers to the 
north and bclow the third pier to the north 
32); two more are Unown from a 
photograph. between tlie first and second piers 
to the nortli (fig. 33). Ti,e brick zone in the 
south foundation between the foiirth and tifth 
of Borroniiiii's piers rests not dirw tly on the 
opus lislatHtn zone; instead it appears to sit 
on the opus caemtnikinm Wall, which is 
reinforced and tlius hidilen by a riiw of 
fourtecn or fifteen large stone ortliostals (fig. 
3 t). 5 .i rm. high, 40 to 45 rm. wide and jS 
cm. dw-p. Ihese inay have been inserted 
when the brick zone was refaced or rebuilt. 
Ibe foundations of the aisle and aish; transept 
projecting south appear to he umlisturberl. 
In the south aisle Wall, where it adjoins the 



Fig. 29, S. Oiavanni in Laterano. Cuiistantinian basil¬ 
ica, nave foundatiiin north with basc block, from 
soulli bctueen Horromini piers 1 \' and V. 



Fig. zS. S. <,i.ivanni w Uleiimo. Cim.tanilnlaii baillkii. 
tuivr ioundalion «all nurlh, at passage to tuittii iiisie 
iiicii, u8 of iq.M-f*. 



Fig. 30. S. tjiovanni in Latmanu, Constiiiitiniun basilica, 
nave foundaluai north wiiii base bUxk, from north between 
Uurromini pier* IV' and V'. a* of 1934-8. 
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•Tg' Ji' -*» itiwanni in Ijtfr»ao. Ci«4<Anliniaji Iwsll- 
in. rwn Inundalkv ««II mutb «ilb >uir biuk and 
adoMnI bln-ka. brtuwoi Ibirrranini pieff IV and V. 
Iram mifth. 



FC' d 3 - ^ («knrannl in Lataanu. Cnnaluitifiiaii boatl- 
ica. oavr fuandaliua liorth witb baw Uorka bclwanj 
Borrocnini pMra I and II, Irxim ngrlh. 



*"• 34- S. liiovanni In Lalnano. CunatantinUn 
hisilica, (uundatiaiu aejjaraiing ourth aiatm. vii-wed 
frwn auuih. uppoalir Burrominl lUw pier III. 



Fik. ji S. <jio>-aiinl In Lalaraiiu. ConsUntlnian basil¬ 
ica, nave luundatiun nuith H-ilh boje Uluclt liom narlll 
brirr» Hnrromini pier tll. 


aisle tronsept {Uf’. 26), a zoncolConstantinian 
hrickwork wilh an ncrasional lu/eili course i» 
surmnuntctl firsi by a strip. <•«. 0.90 in. liigh, 
in whiVh reticulate blorks combinc with brirk 
roursts to form a kiiul of ofius lixiulatH. Iheii 
by strong blocks to rarr>’ wh.'it apparently 
Was cotHideied Ilie heavicr Wall of the cliam- 
ber; while rorrespondiiifily the west, north 
and cast fuundatiuns of the cbamber continue 
in iinfared, solid opus ctte>»K-)»/Jci«»f. On 
the other hand, the foundntion wall of the 
northem aisle arcade, to judgc by the two 
existing pboto|;raplu» ifi^s- 34. 35) i» faccd, 
above the setback of the opus lisMum zoiie, 
with Constanlinian brick masonry roiighly 
1.80 m. liigh (rcckoning from the number of 



hlg. 35- S. biuvanni m I.atcrano. CuiiitanlJriian 
biuilica. founchitians leparatirrg noitli aUu. vicwtd 
ffom nouth, brtvrcen Boirotnliil nave piers II and III. 
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brick and mortar coursea); the moduliw i>f 0.30 in.. usually enrountcrcd lliroiiglmiit the atrurliirc 
for live brick and fivu mortar courses, appeara abto tu obliiin al thU point. 

The apse (oundatinn Is faccd inside aixl oulsidc with Conatantiniaii hiirkwuiU (liga. \(). 37, 
38). Five bricks and five mortarbeds average <».285 Io 0.30 m. in hcight, allhuogb nt une 
point lower down on the nurtlicrn side a modulus uf unly u.24 111. fur live brirka and live 
mortarbeds Wii* ineasureil. Rising frum 
the levcl of the trapcr.uidal buusr, 7.53 111. 
bclow the present nave Icvel, tlie apse 
foundation gocn further down to an 
unknown dcptii. On tbe northern side of 
it» outer curve a remnant of the ra.slr<( 
enclnsure i» seen (fig. 36). Prevented by 
the Wall of Ilie camp cnclosure and it» 
atUched cistem from accuratcly striking 
the haU circle of the apse foundation (rnm 
a single ceiitnr, the builders oiily approx- 
iuiuted to an cUiptical segment in the 
part of the curve outside the enrlosure,. 

The plan at Ihal point i» an irregular 
biilgc (pl. I). Once the level above the 
euclosme-cislcrn Wall had becn rcachcd 
the desiation coiild l>e corrected (pl- I; 
figs- 3 *. 4«')- Therefore, in.side the 

apse at a Icvel ca. 1.75 m- bclow nave 
level. tlie wall is set on a curve more 
arcurately circular Ihan at tlie lowcr 
level and there is in conscquencc a 
setback (fig. 38). The cenler of the 
half circle was placed against Uie West 
face of the east Wall of the Severan 
camp cistern and tlie shoulders of the 
apse foundation were constructed with a 
radius of 7.40 m. clcar and ca. 8.60 m. 
to the center line of the apse founda¬ 
tion. Atop the eastward Severan cistem 
wall was built tlie cliord W'all of the ap.se, 

0.90 in. tliick and set back 0.30 m. from 
the Western edge of its Severan pred- 
ecessor. liotli the south and north 
slioulders of the apse are preserved in two 
compartmeuts of thccxcavation adjoining 
on the ca.st the Severan enclosure and 
on the West the cistem Wall (figs. 39, 40). 

The footing of the apse to the north is 
seen to bc built against that wall, but 
the upper part of the apse foundation 
oversails it. The resulting setback 


I''!!' 37' S. Ijltjviinnt In Latrrano. Cunslanlinian basilica, 
ayiie foundation exterior, soutbrm hall. mimouiiled by 
foundatum» of medieval apee. 
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diminiAln-» fnitn 0.1(1 nt. nrnr tlie nortlir-rii 
sprin^niiK of thr apw toimdiAlion tu o. 11 m. 
«'Iirrr il the enrlosuro-i isterii Wall. 

In «ontrast 1« thr apex part ol the aps»' 
<inl«t(lc thr raiiip rnrhisiitr, tln- ■ihoiildi-rs 
<i( tlir ap«A> inriidr rrst on a ItMjting hiiill ol 
o^s carmfvticium Inpprd bv two brick 
rotirurs and rrarhine a Iftfl nt. 

brinw Ih.if of the nave. Ihe footinj^ tlitiA 
rofTr*7*jnds in terlmiqiir and hri^ht to Iliat 
of thr nave fnundalions. Set bark Irtim 
itv rdgr 0.61 m. (at the south AlMnildcr 
o.f>4 m.). this »/>«< caemmiinum constnir- 
tion carnes tlir uppi-r foundatiun walLsof thr 
a^ine shouIdcTs, hoth hrii k faceti and pre- 
served 0.72 in. high. and thus 1.77 m. IteluSV 
nair Irvel. To Ihe north, alter the scrond 
setbark of o, ii to o.iO m. mentinned alMVe, 
thr Wall ri.se» a furthrr 1.20 m. The brick 
facc in apprarance rcsembles thut of the 
apex part of thr apse. Ap)>arently. then, Ihe 
huiltlers workins insitjr the tamp area 
cuntinued the of>us cai-mfxhcium of the 
nave fuuntlatinns into the lower part» of 
the apse shouiders; outside, brickfacinf; 
started at the lowest trisiblc part of the apse 
foundatioiis (fip. 37). Resting atop the 
Coti-stantinian fountlation the footin/? of 
the «P«e of NVhtda» U and the bottom tourses of the articiilatinK comer shafts are seen. 
The loij*iiodjiul loondation wallv of the nave and aisie» are all 1.70 m. thick. hut those of the 



T i.'.. -i ia Laleraev CiRMAntinUn buMlirA. 
tftr t—^whtiur. morior. lacti»; nnrth 





terniinalinu spur Walls, to tlir rasi, range from t.55 ni. for the .piir of thr loundalion wIikH 
carried thr arcade lietwecn Ihe two soulli aislrs, to i.Ko m. for tlmse ternitiiating thr navr 
fuundations as wrll as that at the end of thr nortliern aisle arc.ide. Thr rast imd wt»! walLs 
of thr alsie traiisept ,ip|>ear to be 170 m. thhk, while its sbort south Wall mcasnrc-- 2.00 m- 
Thc span w.tll arro«s Ihe cliord of the apse i» o.i/t in. thick. Ilir apse Wall, 2.3(1 m. (p| li 
The foundatiun walls of tbr nave, mcasiired Iroin Ilie ■ bord «d tlie apse to thr end of the sput 
walls Ijeyoiiil the fai.ade, ajiprar to be 145.75 ni. lorijt (p|. I and fii;. 15 ahovep Tbcy arr, 
wherever ineasuiahie, 1M.40 rn. distant froni «me ariothrr. The distan«e Wtwcen thr nave 
foundation «mih and that of the alsie ar> ade i» 7.13 m. '. The aisle tranwjit at hiundation 
leasures in the cic.xr 8.05 ni. hy to.f/i m. (Ih(s. 15. 21) 




TKAsvuxiau: 


2. ground- 

Kart of Ihe rimslantinian walls of the nuter aisW are inc «ir|>oraled in Ihe north and south 
Walls of IloTTominis rebiiildinfc. Tliey have been locat«vl at four piints, in inore or le»s 
extensive fragtnenis. some includinf; traers of windnw» and «loorways- 

On ther north side of the basilica a fra^pnent of the Tonstantinian aisle Wall m accessihle 
inside the inedieval east towcr adjoining 
the north transept (figs- 41. 42. 43, 44). 

It appears on the left, that is. eastsvard 
in tlie south svall of the tower which is 
2.87 in. wide. Cut off to the eiist by the 
ea.st Wall of the toWcr and at its nearest 
point 2.13 ni. distant from the transept 
Wall to the West, its greatest visible widtli 
Is oniy 0.78 m.. but it rises over 7.O0 m- 
above preseni nave Icvcl. Its lower parts 
are hidden by the sfairs inside the toW'er. 

Sturting 2.go m- from nave level andeurving 
WestWard to a height ol 3.30 m. the frag- 
menl of an ardi is sccn. Springing from 
what may Ite the seafing hole of a Icrst 
lintei, whether of wood or of .stone, it 
apparently surmountcrl the headlight of 
a doonvay, the jamb of whidi Ls hidden 
by the east Wall of the tower (fig. 42). 

Higher up and slightiy further West, 2.09 in. 
from the transept Wall and starting 4.15 m. 
from nave levcl, is the vertiral jamb ol a 
window, 1.95 ni. high. Above, and set 
batk 9 rm., an ardi curves we.stward (fig. 

43). but ls broken off at a height of 6.70 m. 
above nave level. From the measure- 
inent.s of it.s curve an original span of ap- 



I. S. Oiovanni in l,atrraiM>. Constaotinian basilica. 
tUlr Wall inside norllieiul t'iwrr. plan andrlrvation. 


.v<rr iLj/.«aA/no II. 1,^. 


1, mUlAliriity aiv«i ilit |j»grr 7.00 m. 
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n^. 42. S. Oim Aimi in Lamano. Contlan- 
tinun bna&M. ocrth nbir «ail, ardi o# 
docnia^ and windnn jamb. 



proximatcly i-iin ■■■• can bc dcduccd- The building 
tn hnique is ckarly Constanlini.in: hrirkN 25 40 mm. 
and mortartx^U 20 j2 nini. hif;h in a modulu.A of five 
Iiiiik-s and five mortarbeds 30-31.5 em., just over 
I K. ff. The morlarbwls are smoiitli. di-Ai-ending 
inuard iti ihe horizonta! eourws, pri^ni-shapwl !>e- 
iween Ihe hricks of tlie door areh (fig. 44). and 
sJightIv seooped in the windmv areli. 

Other remains. presumablj- belonging Io Ilie 
Constantinian north aiiUe, are iieen froin a sin.dl 
eourti-ard of the adjoining palare, iiiierled betwecn 
Ihe Cappella .Mas.^rimo on the east and the double 
porta! that tiiik$ Ihe IvtiiiJica to the palare on 
the West. Siarting from the nirhe, whirh slieltcrs 
the tomb ol Cardinal Kaspoiii and protrudes into 
the rourtyard, and thus at a point JT.20 iij. fiom 
the east Wall of the merlie\al (ransept, there is a 
stretrh of hrii.kwork distinet froni the sloppy seven- 
teentli centurv- masoiiry above and on either side 
of it (fig. 45). The streteh thus inrorporated into 
Bunonnini s aisle Wall seems to shore the character- 
isties of the teehniijue scen in the verifiably Constan¬ 
tinian paris of the structure: a modulus of five bricks 
and mortiirbeds 0.305 m- high and wide smooth 
mortarbeds wilh a slight down and inward slopc 
{K- K.. but 5. C; while agrecing on the biickwork^s 
aotedating Borromini'5 catnpaign. remains doubtfui 
as to its Constantinian chararter.) Tliis distinctive 
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funb and irch. 
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ITg. 44 S. Giovarini in Lalrtnno. 
Coiuuntinian basilica, north aisle 
«ali, aith of duorway, detail. 
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streteh of brickwork exlenrbicd. 3.50 tn. east 
frotn the Kasponi nirhe. .At a Icvel 4.20 m. 
alrove the nave floor and l.j2 m. east 
of the nirhe a fissure rlses vcrtirallv. lo Ite 
riit off ca. 1.30 m- higher up. The position 
and tlie sharp odge of this perpendicnlar 
disisioii formcrlv led iis to ideiUify it as 
the light-hand jainb o( a window'; but wc 
Wilhdraw the h^yiothesis and now believe 
timt the jierpcndii-uhai line inarks the break- 
off of the old mivsoiiry rauseil by Horro- 
iiiinis rebiiildiiig. 

.A Constantinian window is loraled with 
certainty in the wall of llic outer aisle 
to the South, at a point opposite to and 
rorresponding with Ihe Window inside the 
iiorthe.xst transept tower. dcscribed aliovc. 

Closely .adhering to the. east Wall of the 
medieval south transept ann and incor- 
porated into the lower part of one of its 
buttresse.s, a fragnient of the Constantinian 
aisle Wall rises to a jioint 8.50 m. aliove the 
present nave floor (figs. 40. ,47). At a levcl 
6.95 m. above the floor it includes the springing and the h.wer hdt hand curve of a window arch; 
tlic .siipportiiig jamb of the window is also recogiiizable. notwithstanding the disappcaranre of it» 
edge. A sln-tch of inasonr>' 0.95 m. long surmounts the arch and anives at what mav 1« the 
origiiial eaves line of the Constantinian aisle. The measurements are ncarly equal to Ihose of 
the rorresponding window in the north aisle and the terhnique of construi tion Ls similar. 

The aisle walls appear to have heen oidy <>.82 • a83 m- Ihi. k. These at least are tlie dirert 
mcasiirements taken in the .south Wall, in the doorway of the passage leading to the cloister and 
in the jambs of the niches shdtering the altafs of Saiiil llilariiM and of the Death of the 
\irgin. Ilie south Wall of the northeast toWer on the north transept .viso measures 0.83 m. 
in tlui kness and it seems to be not Icss thick than the w.vll of the Constantinian north .dsle 
on wliich it re.sts. 

Between the external faces of the north and .south aisle Wall» the tolai width of the Constan¬ 
tinian basilica is 55.38 m. (pLs. I, II; fig. 15). adding the rlear width. 53.73 m.. to the thickness 
of the two aisle walls, 1.65 m. 

In 1965. R. Malmstrom and K. Stapleford identified a stretrh of waU as belonging to the 
terminating eastern einl pier of the northetn rolonnade of the nave. Its south face and un- 
(Irrside are visible, though only for a lengtli of 1.60 m-, from insiilc the oval stairwdl jirepared, 
but not usetl by Boriomini. inside tlie first of his nave piers. the Thaddeus pier (fig. 48). The 
Constantinian masonry starts 3.98 m. from the ground and the pier, seen from below, seems 
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• The wiOtli ol Ilie sitte waJIi u nwaeuni) by <u b ccintiary to tbat eisikil o(l Onimnuiti'» pU>, Alb, IT A/ 374 . ihai w 
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n». 4f S. (liuvaoni in Lairrano. ConMRfltiniiin 
mu) (lia of ,„1.4, «rraile txirlh. d«lai), 


to be i.gft ni. thick. The masonry continues 
to a height of at least 14.80 m. from the present 
(lavement level. sugRc.^ting th.it considerahle 
p.irls stili survive of the Constuntini.in ond pier 
of the colonnade, of the nave Wall and of tiie 
fa^ade. The terhnique of constmetion is likc that 
of the other Constaiitinian Wall» of tlic basilirn, 
except that the mort.irbeds slope dowii and 
outsiard, instead of inward. The differeiu u may 
l)e due to the position of the pier in the interior 
of the rhurch. in contrast to the waJI faces on 
the exterior, 80 far discu.ssed, thelatter reqniring 
prolection of the morlarbeds from we.itheriii);. 

Professor Volker Hoffm.ann tii 1^74 took a 
number of soundinps on the fagade ut the 
levcl of the hf^gia di henedizioHe, ca. th.oo and 


.. " insme a narrow corrulor which Borromini coiistru 

u, the thicknev, of fu, fagade waU. Professor Hoffmann s finding^ and hi.s conclus 
2 t-«‘^n'inian lurve fagade wiU .appear in R6misches Jahrbuck JUr Kunslgeuh 

d» BMtoikcza H<riz,Mnu ,6 (1975); l»ut he was kind enough to let us peruse his mannsc 


1 


and «iilxsequently to discos, liis ronchisuoi*. Suffice il Io meotion here th.1l the soundinKs 
at tlinse |>oinls accessihie encoontered niedicval fili, appurently used to hiork preexistinR 
openings. \Ve shall revert to the pussihlc conclusions to bc ilrawn from tliis evidencc for the 
rcconstniction of the Canstantinian busilica. 

A fcw photO|n'aphs taken during the cump.iiKn of Hji4 .18 provide evidencc concerninn the 
]>aveinent of the Coiistantinian eliurch and thrtnv liuht ou the lilurgical arrunKements. The 
first shows, helow the cxistiii)' pavement of Martin V, the remaiiis of n flnor composert of rcct- 
angular and sipiare miirble 
plaques (fig. 49). Battered 
and patrhed though they 
are, tlicy apjjcar to nticlinc 
a pattern of squares of ginUo 
anlico inarble, frnmed bv 
darker plnques. Tlie phuto- 
graph siiggests that lite old 
pavemenf is ca. ^5 em. below 
that of Ilie fifteenlh century, 
and tliis Ints beeu confirmed 
orally hy Knrieo Josi. Heiice 
it Was plaeecl biit n few 
ccntimctfcs abave the r.izerl 
grouudfloor walls of tlie bar- 
racks. A scctmd grotip of 
photugraphs shows n large 
area of llic mortarlieii of .1 
pavernent directly on top of 
the razed grotnidnoor walls 
of the antecedent cit.dra (figs. 50. 51); it can only be that of the first, Cimslautiniaii, pave- 
ment of tlie church. Inserted into thi» becl are iwo parullel rows of inarble siKkets, four 
on cither side, running east and West along the .i.\is «f the nave at an estimateil distance of 
a.00-3.00 ni. ap.irt. The reinnin.s are best explaiiied as having siipported the parapet posts of a 



tig. 4g. S. (liovunni in l.atcmno Cuinlmitinisii huslIWu, leiniiins >if 
pavenimt, 11» "1 iqj4’8. 
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joA«i ■« «cWd iulhvr»v «Kws thc «is of the nave, lending to the clianccl. This titnrgical 
dement hos pre^ionslv been foun<l in Romari churchcs front Ihe early fifti. to t))e early «ixtl> 
and prrhaps as hte as the early eighth i-entury'- The photograph do« not indicate tlie exact 
ptisititin of the part of the Wai shown, but from a rcport prepared in iqjK by thc Ufficio 
Tecnko \ atK-ano and the Pcmtifiria Commissione di Archeologia Sarra, prescrs-ed in thc Vatican 
Librarv- and identified bv Protcssor Malmstrom, it appears that the remains wcrc locate»! near the 
middle of thc churrh and more ptecisely l>etwwn the tfiirtl and fourth of Borromini s nave piers, 
”... nflU Utm afma a mtii iMa CMifXM. Si proitgtti « nmtUttt tu Ime i grandi tocnii oltre i7 
e«rtil* dtglt Fpr tfr‘ ... La ndu di una gratidr sfai*i<i airwi ««»t grossa apertura ... etidetUenunU 
prodoUa dal croU» dei /Wte...Si sono rieuperati t iWiifWiw/»...^r<wA» grossi Nocchi di marmo, 
eke datu porta centraU su due /ite parallele nel centro delta nai<ala. formaiano una guida di 
protextone a! passaggio fimo, i a riienersi. all'altare . . . equidistanli nel livello dei ^tfi-imenfo aw- 
terier* a fueSc mussTO di Murtino V. con foro quadrato net meuo per immettervi e fissarti It 
transenne... di marmo essendori rimasta traccia con speztafura delia colonneUa di marmo 

t) Disiecta membra. 

In 1959, in e.vpJorin^: the area of thc south aisie and the ai.sle tran-sept below the Southern 
arm of the mMiics'aJ transept. the fraginent of a coluinn shaft was found lying in the fiil. Of 
rrd gmnite. its diameter ts-as i.ro m., a measnrement coinciding, as \ve shall scc, witli thc tlia- 
nteier of the naxa? column sbafts sccu by Borromini. The two rolumn sliafts iic-used in 1491 
to snppurt the triurnphal arch are of t!ic same matcrial and have the same diameter. This 
is abo «pproximately the diameter of the nave eolumns, 5 palmi or i.tij m.. seen in place by 
fiorromini and his contemporaries». Henre, tve suspect that tlic column fr.igment and the col- 
aauis «f the triurnphal arch come frrnn the Constantiniaii nave colonnade (pl. 11; figs. 5. 63). 
TTie iwight of Ihe colurnus at tJic triurnphal arch. including plinths, bases and capitals — 
but not the pedestaJs — is 11.07 ">■ On the left-hand side, thc plinth and Attic base ineasure 
0.32 m.. on the right. Ihe column stan<is on .in Ionie base, 0.43 m. in height. Bolh bases are 
apparentlv aneient spotls- The gOded composite capitals wifh swags are i.io m. high, the lat- 
ter figure agreeing nith Bonomini s diawing tn Bcrliii* (fig. 63); they appear to bc of fifteenth 
century tlate. The shafts therefore are ca. c).6o m- high. 

CHher srattered elemcnLs .sursisnng in the clmrch and providing cvi<lence for the reconstruc- 
tion of the Constantinian basilica are twenly-four colunui shafts of green specklcd Thessalian 
Perde antico marblc- .Many of them Were provided with ncw apophygees. ni:rkings, bases and 
capitab and Ihej' were reused by Borromini to flank the Apostle niches in the nave piers. 
Two control measuremenis were taken, one of thc left-hand c<jlumn flanking thc nirhe of St. Paul 
on the sirtth p*er to the north, the other of the left-hand colunui ori the fourth pier north, 
the St- Thomas pier- On both eolumns the apophygee seeriis original. The measureinents 
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obtnined Wcrc: heiglit, 3.50 m. and 3.52 ni.; diameter <1 
Were jiinong the hirty-two coluitms (twrnty-onc encU 
inner and outer aisles north and south. They 

are a remarkiible set o( spoils of iinknown - 

provcnance. ;iml time and again they are 
rccorded in grapliic and literary documen! s 
a.s one of the must admired (catures of -■ 

the churrh. In r<*45 thirly-uine of them 
Were lefl. Eight coluimis of the series, of 
«'Ol responding sire are in theChigi ( hapcl in 
Siena Ihc second left from thc entrame, 

3.4») m. high‘; they were triuisferred Ihcre 
from thc I.ateraii Palare in ititio and 
prcsumably were part of a gift ol twelve 
eolumns made in 11133 >>y Innoceut .\ to 
his nephew, Princc Pamphili. They wcrc 
intended to be used nt S. Agiicse in Piazra 
Xavona, but .apparentlv were lianded over, 
if at all, only in part and the gift, regardiiig 
eight iL-maining in the Lateran Palace 
was, it secms, revokrd by Alexander \'ll *. 

A lurther element for eini.saging the 
Constanliniaii churcli was found. in 1^34, 
at thc foot of the pier of .St. Thaddeus. the 
first navo pirr on Ihe north side adjaining 
the fa^-ade; it consisted of thc stump of a 
spaiulrcl betwcen two arches, the vuiissoirs 
in brick. springing from a wcdge-sluipetl 
travertine impost block * (figs. 52. 53). It 
apparently carae from one of thc aislc 
arcadis, prcsumably that to thc north- 
Badly battered today, the fragment when 
pliotograplied in 1934 retained on one 
face iiine bricks in both the left-hand 
and right-liand archivolts and there were 
fastening hooks for marble revetment in 
the intrados of the arches as weJl as on the 
face of the spaiidrel (figs, 52. 53, 54). The 
bottoin of the impost block. as apparent 
in a pliofograph, shows a number of dowel 
holes (fig. 54). At presciu the nuinbcr of 


.44 .and 0.40 m. n-siKclively. Originally tlicy 
sidel which carrieil thc aivn.hvs hetwccn thc 
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br-Vl. haa hcrr. .«luccd. on onr racc t« an.J four. on th. otl.cr to /.v. a«cl r-p-.-v v. 
an.l tlir /astonin* hooks on «Jie fac« ore <fnne. Howvver, thc rnnajns of thosr i.> tl.t- .nlrados oi thc 
a^hcs Auivivc. th.rr o» cithr. .Mtfc. The imp.essions of n-vetmenf pla.iues, ar8. o.ia ar..! o.«, m. 
hiKh rcsprrl.N riv. are *-i«bIc in fhe pl»'ter coat whioh cowrs eaeh intrados. The hncka of the 
arc bnwwn 0.38 and 0.43 m. lonff an<l ao3 m. high. and t)>e,v penetrate 0.17 - 
0.22 m. inio thc morfared nibblc core of thr stump; thc morlarhcds are 0.02» - 0.03 m. higfi, 
*ni.Mjth and fltish \nth tfir hrick*. The diin«ision5 of thc Mump at present arc: nuiximii.n hcight 
0.S2 m.; u-iilth of tfic impoit hl.x k 0.6(1 m. at thc Initloin, 0.73 m. at thc lop: Iicight nf iiiipost 
hJock U-4I m-: widlh ofspaiidrcl atinaximuin 
splay of \’oussoir$ o.g65 m.; depth of intrados 
0.74 m. Tlie orfginid holtom width of thc 
.spandu-J. addJng thc tliickiiess of thc revet- 
ment plaques, ca- o.oc m. cach, wouid have 
hccn fii. D.74 m. The original hcight wltcn 
found was i.ro m., its inaxiinum widtli 0.80 
m. Given thc .shortncss nf the rur\'e.s 
prcscrced, when we nieasured thc block in 
1956. thc radius of the arrhe^i was hard to 
establish. Al thc time wc cnlrulated it as 
bctwecrn i.io and r.20 m. *, but Gic figurc 
inust bc correrted in the light of cvidence 
obtaiiicd ftom Borrominis .siirvej's of the 
ai.sle arcade in plan, cJevatinn and section; 
these point to a radiu.s of ca. 1.35 m. or 
slightly more. 

A marble dadu, wliicfi now stands in fhe 
cloistcr supporting thc ba.se of an altar of 
thc fourth or fifth century, was dug up at 
fhe .same spot and lias been interpreted as 
another iinpust block. Howcvcr, the rfiffer- 
ence in niaterial, as wcll as the evddent 
recutting into its present shape inakcs onc 
doubt tliis li>'pothesis 

Togclher with tJie spnndrel stump meii- 
tioiicd above. u number of marble plaqiies 
are reported to have bcen foiind, " tliin and 
of ycllow Nuiniitian marble, poli.shed and 
alJ of fhe .same lhickness"‘; they wcre 
prcsumably part of the nwctment. 

A (.orinthian capital of .secuiid century (?) 
date, foimd nearbv’ and now in the cloister, 
cunnut have Lccn one of those re-used in 
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thc tluve colonnadc, given its small si/e, 0.67 m. high witli n ili.imctei of r<i. 0.^6 m. Pinnlly, 
a fragiiicnt of masonry, poAxibly of considcrablc sigiiifii iincc, hiis unfnrtunalcly «lisappcarcil. 
Jtie oniy rccord surviving is a pholograpti takcn m 11)34, >»1« witliout scnle. ll shows >i 
stump of brick masonry, neatly trimnied and iii a lct tinif|uc whici» miiy Im* Cntistantiuian (lig. 55), 
Rcctangular io s)iai>c. thc fragment was only *ix brirk and mortar 1 fmrses higli and it» 
incasuremputs l anned l)e deternuned. 


2. Graphic Evldence. 

Vedhte of S. Giovaiini anlcdating the start of Borronijnis rctiuilding «ampaign are numerous 
they .Show exteiior vicw» of the iraiijwpt an<l rlercslory, of thc apse and Hie (:i(;ade, Plans, 
on the other hand, are rare and those which exi.st are <d limitcd viiUie as soiirres, On t)ie 
contrarj', in preparalion for and dtiring thc rebuilding of 1646-50. Uorromini and his assistant» 
pTcpiired large numirers of pians, scctions and clovatiim» of the uld churtb; thc luajority are 
ex.arf surveys, piovidcd with s<‘.alw in pahni antl henre depcntlablc sources bolh (or envisaging 
the building a-s it then stood and for tracing the older paris iiuurporatcd in thc rciiuHletled 
structure as it stamls totlay. Needlcss to say, the survey» show the basilica altcrwl by re- 
buildings, as ducumented from the teiith tliruugh the sixteenth • eniuries wiihout differentialing 
bctwccn original Constantinian and later paris; " mitn attiichi as orrasioually marked 
in Borromini‘s handwriting, .simply means ohler walls which remaineil or werc to be Icft staiul- 
iiig in thc course of his rebuilding. Vfduic, on the other hand, both interior and exterior, 
done at that fime or later, are of less importanec in nur rontext: they elther show thc meilie- 
val traii.scpt and apse — a fnvouritc subjeci in the nineteenih century (fig. ioh); or Ibey are 
reconstructious wliicli arc interesting, but miist be interpreted with cautioii. 

«} PiuHS. 

Bufalini‘s inap of Kome provides in rough outlinc the earlicst known plan o( the basilica: 
the nave, flanked by douhie aisles on cither side, the narthex, the transept and the apse cn- 
vehiped by Ille two-aisled ambulatory. The only fcature possibly significant is the chancel, 
which filis the entire central part of thc fransept. thus etulusing the High .\Uar in the middie. 
It was removed apparently under dement VllI (i594-i(>uo) when the traiisept was mlecorated 
and the Altar of the .Sacrameiit set up against it» suuthem en<l Wall, lii our context it rmiy 
be important that the chancel seeins to have occupied the same sile even hefore the ruised 
transepi was built, tliough on the lower level of the Western end of the nave. 

Of greater importance is the print of an engraving preserved in the Lateran .\rehivcs. u|»- 
parently the only copy surviviiig (fig. 56). Measuring ()5o by 455 mm-. less the imirgins 42-45 «»11. 
wide. it has often been reproduced from tracing»'. The plan, scaled in pulmi. show» tlie me- 
dieval palace, the basilica, the baptistery. the cliai>el of the Holy Cross opposite and the square 
of S. Giovniini. with the remains of thc Annihaldi tower. The lerminus ante i», then, 1588, 
when tlie pulacc gave way to that of Sixtiis V. A terminii.i fwal h proviiled by the Altar of 
the Virgin Annunciate erccted in 1555 in the south transepi. The jilan show» it standing 
against the end Wall of the transepi, Indow an organ loft curried on columns and filling the entire 
width of the transejd; thiswas the gift of Cardinal Antonio Martini de Clavibus of PortuguI, who 
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Ancnher plan. by F.an.esco Contini. first piiblLhrbl f' "V 

« Uh rfprcsenling ihc medieval palacc whirh bv tbci. h w r , 

w™ .hc lrtympl«d a,ch and ol .™a .l,a„ ..ia a, .ril^r « '‘7''’™“ 

locauof, o/ otbfrs. prd,umabfv from tj.c *-. , / '''' ^‘'«nstructs the 

of John the I>eacon. OthmWse fontini limifs V u whicli goes by the name 

by himself ar by his coUaborators and assistant » ^ ^«>«c eiUicr 

-«i-r way. I„ ,ben,. n«v “^0171^ f 

awl -mHro i^ccku, " „r • anHco " but obs-iou -muro nuoiv ' 

_____ obs.ously no cLstitution was made among the iatter 
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with -. * ; . d.. •■■•m.MdKao.e snarp-penr.i te. Imique and pn.vi.lrd 

.th a srale m fialm, ronu^u. ((.«• 57»- The nave and aides. Borro.nin. s main ronc^ M ,he 
e sin.e Ihcy were Ihc iirst parts fo bc altcrtwl by tbe pro^rani of rcm.Kl.lhnK are ren.lered 
.n tninute rU-fa.l. The dimrnsi.ms as «aled off Ihc plan. «iven it* s.nall size, nccessarily . .,nt «n 
rnargin of error, but as reganls mujur distan.« stili snbjcrt t« .onlrol Ihi» marein is not 
more tluin two jv-r rcnt. Thus the lota! width inrluding the onter aislr walK s/alcs iS7i 
paim, (57..V ,n.). a, against the <listan. e measured. 56-0., n,.; a diserep.an. v tluc in ,Lrt 
to an error of Horto,niin s ,„ tneasuring the thirkness of the aisie vvalis'. The span of the 
Iriumphal areh from pier to pier (tlisregardiiiK the .oluinns) sr.-.lc» «o Mm, (17 H. m.1 
against i«.o8 m. me.nsurcd. Tite width of the openmgs fron. the «isles to the tranJnt - Z 
2bi (s.qi m.), as against 5-70 m. present day mcasure.nent. The width of ‘the 

(mediuval) apse on Borromini s plan. 70 patm, nr 15.61 m., is ronfirmerl l.y Vespignani s mea 
surement. 15.50 m, =. The width of the nave from column eenter to roluinn eenter i, Ht.i 

!!^n" ‘bv renter lines of the fonn.latinn 

walJs. .MI flnough. major dimciLsion* «raled off Borromiriis plan fally wifh the distan.es 
me.asurcd m the foundations, svlien due consideration itt given to the tlifferetires bctween ihc 
found.ition walls and the elements they carry above ground. set baek as Ihev an- and not 
necessarily plared on the center line of the foundations. Only the total. le.ar width of the nave 
and aisles, 246 pulm, (54.«5 m.) on the plan, as against 53.75 m. actual measurtmeni sh.ws a 
dit^repancy. although less thui, two per eent. Finally. the width of tlu,- inner aisles axially 41 
pulm, (9.36 m.) on the plan, as against 8.«3 ,n. in the foundations. shows a minor differente 
By and large. Bttrromini s plan as weU as his elevations and sertions. can he relied on 
with hut mmor inargins of error: tlic rlear width of the nave. 83 pul„n or 18.53 rn.; of the 
mner aisles, 3714 palmi «r fl.36 m.; of the outer ai.sles, 34 palmi .,r 7.58 „1. The < hapel of 
M. l hornas, tliough simplified by the omi.ssion of its apse, an.l the nu-dieval narthex, ext.-nd 
in front of Ihe fa?adc. Thrcc doors Icad into the nave, the only enlrant t-s l., tlu- rhiin h. On 
either side, in line with the nave arcades. though murh tirinner. .piarter rros» pieis pnnett 
from the fayade, the one to the north hrokeii off, the other inrorptiiated in tlu front w.dl 
ol St. 1 hornas’ cliapel. The fa,;ade and aisie WaUs are tpiite thin, st;ding 4«i palmi or i.w 
m.; mcorrectly. since present me.asurements give 0.82.0.83 «n. Twenty-one mlumns «livitling 
t^lu two South aisles were terminated on the east by a shallow pier and on the West by a 
half column with a respond projecting fmm the tran.sept Wall. Sr-ptirating the north aisles wer.- 
eighteen cohimns with the samc terminating elements east and West tliree colurnus having 
een replaccd by a sixteenth century baldaerhino constmetion leading into the soutli wing 
of the adjoining palare. Particiilar attention is paid to the nave sujTports. Starting from 
the trans.-pt piers Borromini notcd on the south side a row of thirteen o. liigoiial piers. then 
two rolumns and finally an end pier, projecting from the fa^ade, 22 palm, loiig an<l 9 pulmi 
Wide {4.90 by 2.00 m.): one nave column protruded ea-stward from tlu next to last wtagonal 
pier, the fourth support counting westward from the fa^ade. On the north side, starting from 
the transept, he counted ten octagonal piers, then an eleventh whkh engulfcd a column in 
its eastem half. then a column. two octagonal piers. anotlur column and finally the long end 
pier projecting from the fa^ade. The octagonal piers and the <louble order arches of the nave 
arra e .-icale e«. 7 palmi (1.5G m.) wide, while the column shafts wtiich were stili tn silu 
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•'«. 37- s. Oiov-Anui In Latwiinn, Burromini. pl»n <rf boalka, 


werr only ^l, 3 (|..»-i.|o nv» in diametrr. Tin> ,nrdicv»l odvr w«n n.lim (t»m Ih» 

ariudM wa» thii» j-2«g paim (a44-<i.)b m.) thta lirr iluin tincir shait». » iltllrrrnt r lo Ik rinnrm- 
berwi VAiien allpmpling » reconstruilio« o| ilie Cim«ianlmiAn t>uil«lin||. I.iknwun, ii mu»l Im 
noled liiat thi- di«liUicr« hctween tlir |Hrr» difler tnim lliinur hrlwrm llir columna iHl -iq 
piitmt inlrraxiitUv lor the (ofmrr. and 17 iH /w/ni« lor tlic Ulter U t-i -l-JJ m. u aaaSn*| 
3.KO4.0I m.)'. 

In .ontra*t to Horromini » |>Uii ol the nave and aulr# 00 IT AZ 374. the (wirt. .triineated 
oulAide tlial area are ap|karriitlv fw»t a «miple wirvcy. The naillirx. lo lie ture, Hominitni rrnilered 
exarllv. luit in drawin* the < tiapil id Si. TUmia». lo tlie lelt in froni o| ilie la^aiir. he omit 
led the apM>. Ilie arcadwl coluniuilr in it» e<t»t waU and iIm? dtvidinR lobmnade. ihrn wnlled 
•ip’. Thetr dement» Mir\-ivcd a» Ute aa tlir elKlilrvnlh •nilurv aiul an* iltaiked Uith 01» 
Rainaldi » jdan. IT AZ 373, preparcd lor llorro nini (fic- 5II), ami un an elevalian o| the fa(,arlo 
and ilu- pala, e (IT AZ .»«>. fig. t>5). ilmir hy Uorromliu himtrll or in Iu* Worktiujp. He <ttd inark. 
though, on IT AZ 374. pmjrcting Iroin the (avada and linnl up willi Ilie nax-e colannade*, 
two liaU pier» provi.ted witii anglr piUtier» Mich aa inighl tU|>fMrri ilm «pringiiiK a grotii 
vaiilt with Wall archea, the north pier wa* Iwnken oll hut wa* ciearly inieiided lo «ontinue ea«l, ihc 
»outh pier wa» emheddeil in Ihe (a^ade ol 


l 


St. 'n)omat‘c|iape|. Ttwptan ol ihe tranarpt, 
on the other hand, difler» wi.Iely Iroin wliat 
Borromini inutt have *«en. The nuriherii 
arm isthnwn withnut the nariliexol Sixtu» V. 
the metiieval dour and Ihe lUnktiiR lowcr*. 
The apte Wall i» rendered teinirirnilar, both 
inside and oiiuide. whilc the pidvgonid 
exterior erected uiider Nirhola» IV and 
presrrved tili 187H. and the amhiilatury, are 
both mming. Instead, inside tlie trarvucpl 
end Wall» Borromini drew a thin lining. nol 
more than i t, palmi. 0.56 m-. Ihi. k aml 
in the W'e*t Wall ol each IratiiepI arm lir 
markeil two wide opening» r«|ual in widih 
to thrjM? oppoxilr linking Ilie aiideawith Ihe 
traruurpt; tliey are separated outaide by 
Wall «purs nol terminalnl by an end iine. 
Neithcr ol the spur Wall» lorrrtporul» to 
the merlicvaJ biitliestr». nor do Ihe opmings 
to the transept window». We have no 
explanalion to olfer lor Ihete lealure*. biil 
they might l>e a pruje. t lor remudelling 
the Western parta ol the chur« h. 

Ihirruniiiir» plaii ol tlie nave and auir» 
in IT AZ 374 wa» apparerilly iorurporatcd 
in, or based on the survey of the l.ateran 
complex prepareil by fark* Kainaldi |IT 
AZ 373; fig. 58). The latk of a m ale and the 
crudcr tecliniiiue of the rrnciering. make 
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CORFt>!< BASniCARl-M 


MJANAItUM ROMAC 


KaiiiaJdi s ptan Ims va/uable. HowoTr, it.s large size, i.ag m. by 115 ni.. and its minute 
attention Io detail contribute fiirthcr cvidence regarding thc basilica as it stoort imtil i6.|6, 
altliougli not all of it is pertinent to our attempt to envisage Constantine s building. We point 
to RainaUlis exact sunxy of the medieval ambubfory enveloping fhe apse: Io thc chapeU 
projccting froin the west of thc Iransept; to thosc of sixteenth century date adjoining the aisles. 
thc CappcUa .Massimn on thc nortli. the LanecUotli and Sanlorio - SanCaseverina ehapcls on 
the South, only thc /iist of which survives; finally to thc Chapcl of St. n»omas with its stnall 
colonnade Crossing thc na\"e and its sinjJl ."ipse, hoth tnentioned by Pauvinio', and, walied up 
in its easf fl.ink, a triple arcacle cairied by end piers and two columns'*. 

The pians for the rebuilding project. in varioiis st.ages, contained in the Spada volumes 
(Vat. lat. n-'57. cc- ifS and z.iS and Vat. lat- 11258. ec. 142. 146, 14N). only confirm in detail 
the d.ita given by Borrominis and Kainaldis pians in Vienna (IT AZ .574 and 373)- Tn par- 
ticulax Vat. lat. 11257. c. 25.8 (fig. 5g) shows thc oulcr walls of the old basilica, indiiding 
the transept. in cxactly thc sanie fnmi a.s the Vienna pians. It also shows, marking Iheni 
as «M. the eastern walls nf the transept and thc end piers, both cast and West, of the nave 
arcade. in part incorporated into the newly projected piers .ind all clcarly set off against the 


parts to be buill anew. Marked in pencil, it 
notes, too, the aisle colonnades to be removed, 
Both Vat. lat- X1258, cc. 146 and 148 use the 
same hasic pl.in >. Vat. lat- 11258. c. 142 
(fig. 60) shows, in fursor>' /onii. thc final 
projeci with thc old walls. inchiding a corrert 
survej' of thc transept incorporated in it; it is 
obviously a Workshop drawing. hinally, Vat. 
lat. 11257, c- ^ 44 *. trive-s slcetchily tlie iiorthern 
half of the nave, thc north .aisles and thc ad¬ 
joining palace (fig. 61) *. The leiigth of the 
nave and aisles is indirated: 332 fia/uii (74.03 
in-). Icss than onc per cenl sliort of the 
ligurc measurablc today. 74.O0 m. It also 
pros-ides lieights for the outer and inner 
aisles, 461^ and 57 patnti, 10.37 and 12.71 m. 
rcspectively, possibjy rcfeiring lo the heiglil 
of the sixtcenth century ardies Icading into 
the transept and tbat of the cross-bcams 
of the inner aisic. 

The eiglitcs-nth and nineteenth century 
«urvey-s are «f no interest to us- They represent 
the rhurch as it was after Borromiiii s remoddl- 
ing. obviously With its medieval transept. 
apse and aiiibulatory, but without indicating 
Constantinian eleinents. Exceplions arc the 
survey» made by Vespignani in connection 
inth his couslruction of the extended chancel 
and the concomitant cxcavations- One of 
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hi» pl^n. ,P.J. K ... I.anri...ii, vcJ. 4 J. no. jtjj.V <J»r fifi. t.j.i) sIuavs Itm foiiiidnlioTi 

lU lh«r Constant inion aptir brl»Ai' ihc iip<^ of Nicholos 1 \' iind it.s spjin vv.iU; it is sotncwlnit 
«VTrtilrk ro thf mctlio\-oJ . iirs-e- Insmhod - fun’a it\Jetiott ^flVAh^uh' LaUranemt </(rvts« rfi 
cfmtn t A tUIU cnrva iHf‘tru>rr -. tlu’ WhH is sliotvii .xs J.io m. tlnVk at tlie ape.v. 

^nottu-r of Wspisnanis dr.iwnps (Wan. I.anciaiii, vol. 4 J. no. 31417 ; our fi((. (> 4 l.) surveys 
Uve Work in |>«i>(frris on Ibe foumlations for fJip new oliantil and iniidnitally provides prccisc 
nvrasurrmmls for Uw tonstantini;u» apsi> foumlalion. It inarks the old parts f.illrn vktim 
to the nr«- constructnin, fK>th sprin^pn^r!^ of tJio apse; its oufrr shmilders to u di.statuc of rd. (i.oo ni. 
fmm the ea>t face of the Srveran «ali carTying Ilie cliord «-ali, the ends and center of the 
chord «aJI. aial the foundations of the inedicviil ambulatory excejil f<ir Ihc IWo sides of its 
poh^n on Htbcr snle of the lentrr line. Half the apse openiiiR appears to be 7.83 iii. widr 
— •.13 m. gisen by tlie draMKldsnvtn in fiffurrs plus 0.70 m. srojcd off — the whole opening 
iherrforr bein^ IS-T^ ""ide, the apse fuundation scalrs 4.35 in., and the Scver.m «'.lll alniif; 
its «itorxl i.jo m. in thiclcness- 

At £J^tAhhu: mmi stchoms. 

.\11 presersed elevations and sections which tecord the basilica at the Iveginninj; of and 
dimng the renvvdelhng siarfed in 1114(1 Were done bv Uorromini 01 his assistants and ali cxcept 
ofie arr in the .\lt>ertina in Vienna: the exreption. a part elevalion of the nave, is in Berlin 
(Staatl- .Musecn. Kanstbibliothek, Hd/. 4467 ). Tlic drawing is a large sheet in ]H'n and ink, 
poiisiUy over pen. il. it is providej with a srale of 40 palmi, but oniy the fiist lu f>atmi arc 
tl^arly nurkrd (fig. bj). It show-s the three and a half westermnost bavsof the nave Wall to the 
erjrth; tfae arrades on piers. the surmounting upper Wall, the rlerestory with Gothic Windows 
over the -xrood and fourth bays, the tungue of the medieval end pier of the arcade adjoining 
the transept. the itiiumn under the triuinphal arch, and. in sestion. the an h witli its profilcd 
fifteentli centurt' tining, and the bottoni of the nave cciling. The accompanying inscription, 

- piu aUo 4 [palmi ?) cht «io»i i qu^lo dclla mve graaJf" presumahly refers ti> the 
«djoining reiling of Uic traasept. At its Irft-hand edge fhc drawing sJtows the hall-pier and 
respoiid on tbe easf transept Wall. The nave piers carry s<|(iare abaci or crude capitals with 
comer leaves. the arcbes arc of two orders. The piers appear to be si|u:ire with rhamfered 
• orners, ratlier Ihan nctagonal as on the plan IT AZ 374 ; they also differ froni fhat plan in 
thaf thr hrst piet from the West scems loiiger fhan the foUowing ones and the end pier appears 
to be widrr. tiMVards bi>th the nave and aisle, than either the nave piers or their arrhes: awk- 
wanl traits raising the question whethrr indeed Borromini hiiiisclf drew the aichitectural skeleton 
of the Berlin eleiation'. The tletails refer to the medieval remodellings of the chiirch. Tlie 
luvc pMTs as welJ a» Ilie upper part of the end pier are of brick; its loWcr part is constiucled 
of heas-y jshJar nkvsonry. as is eviilent fo ttiis day. The rlerestory Windows contain Gotliic 
tiacm but il«r pointed heads arc cut «ff by the ceiling of Pius 1 \'; the first wiiidow rontains 
the siamed gla» gtvrn by Pius in 15 & 8 . The entirc Wall, from the .spandrels of the piers 
up. came, tbe murals t-giin by f^ntile da Kabhano under .Martin V (whose amis are seen 
alKivc the first pierl and conlinued by Pisanello. but never rompleted- This drawing is the 
^y Visi^ record of that deroralion known to survive. In the coiile.vt of the Constanfinian 
b^ca. howcver. tlic imporfarwe of the drawing lies in the di.nensions which can be scaled 
off tt tia. nave pters are jo palm, (b,Oo m., high; the top of the arcad« is Cit. 36 palmi 
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(fi.03 m.y the column of thc triuinph.il arch, rcsting on a pcdwitaJ 4 paimi (0.8^ m.) Iiigli, 
has a AhAft 41-!, palmi («. g.44 m ) Wgl' and 5 M»"' '"0 •" diameter; its total l.eight, 

ini-ludinfr thc Ionie hase and the composite capital, is 4u palmi {jo.93 m.). Tlic tnumpliul 
anh springs /rom a high entahiature. 61 Paimi (13.71 ni.) alwve thc pavement; tlie clcrestory 
windoH-s start at 71 palmi and rise to 105 pufmi (iS-Si ni. .and 23.41 m. rcspectis-cly); tl.e 
total hcight o/ the nave in the Bcrlin elevation scales at 116 palmi (25.87 m.). Ihc span o( tlic 
nave arrades, fiitaUy. mcasmes i2ii-Tjti palmi (2.7S - 3-01 m-)- The distances of the piers. 
renter to ccnicr. are rStj - 19'* palmi (4.12 - 4.34 n^). 

I.ikeHTse. in Bomiminis surveysof the nave fa^ade it i.s mostly the major ditnensions he gives 
wliicJi fall witfiin the scope o/ tlns study. Draning IT AZ 383 show-s the rear wall of the 
ai<a»lHnrp.f pl.anncd by Borromirii (fig. fM)- Extending acrxxss tlic entire width of thc nave 
and aisJes and rising higfi above thcaisles. thi.swali cari stiJl he seen from the rear. incorpornted 

in Galileis narthex, its 
luige openiiigs wallcd up. 
Behind this wall emerges 
thc medieval nave, its 
gable, largcly rcbuilt in 
thc sixicentli cciitury. 
pierced by an oculus- Bor- 
romini noted the lieight of 
the nave walJs as 122^^ 
palmi and its outcr width. 
inchiding the thickncss of 
botli walli. as 92i'2 palmi 
(211.63 m-); we measured 
21.04 A -scconilelevation. 
IT AZ 386 (fig. 65), 
showing the fa?ade of the 
rhiirch and tlie casi froiit 
of the palacc, as far as 
it liad becn completed in 
Borromini's time, sliovvs 
both the tiK-dicval narthex 
and thc cast flank of the 
Chapel of St. Thomas in 
froiu of the rear wall of the 
avaHt-corps', tlie chapel Wall 
incorpora ted a triple arcade 
resting on iwo columns 
and eiid piers, but blocked- 
A longitudinal section, 
IT AZ 380, takeii tlirough 
the first bays of the inner 
and outer aislcs and the 
nave fa^ade. adds an occasional piece of information regarding the remains of the old cimrch 
as seen and inr.orporatcd by Borromini (fig. 66a). Reading from left to right, the sectioni 
t^hrough the outer and mner alsles indicate the thickncss of the adjoining facade wall as qK 
pami (2-«2 ni.); hencc the wall must also comprise thc rear Wall of the avaal-corps 
plann^ by Borrornmi, induding its doors and, higher up. the blind openings ahove roof levcl. 
u tbe section of the inner uisle appears to distinguish within this total thickncss a fragment. 



rrar wall and mcdicval gable. 



brokcn olf and only 2 palmi (0.45 m.) wiile and 41 palmi (914 m.J high. whirh perhapai reprrsanta 
the remains of thc iild facade. Morcover. in diwier.ting the (n<;adr (fig. (itibj. Horromini inarUs 
a ‘ muro anticho ". appareiitly 4 palmi (0.89 m.j thick; resting above the \ialnmy and projectina 
inwurds above the portal and thus over 112 palmi [25 m.) from (loor Icvel. it is mcorporalMl in 
the rear Wall of his avani-eorps. which is palmi (1.89 m.) thick. 1 ’ierced hy Ihe oculus, 
15 palmi (3.35 m-l high, the wall rises to a total height of I4n'j palmi ( 34-<>7 m.), and 
includes thc whole hcight of tlie nave and part of the gublu to thc top of the oculus. 



Of ycl greater interest in our study is an elevation of the north flank of the chiirrh, 11 
387 (figs. 67 a.b). Like the two facade drawings, it wa» execuled when liorroiniiii » rcmoiU-lUng 
was Vt'ell under way, or had indeed been rompleteil; the new clerestory is in place, os are the 
roofs over both inner and outcr aisks, wilh dormer Windows lighting the inner aisle and with 
nval and seniicircular windoW's in the outer aisle wall. It Was thal Wall, however, which 
Borromini surveyed in dctail, (rom the West face of thc newly built rear wall, prepared lor 
his avanl-corps. to the cast face of the northeast tower, a distance of 315% M»*** (70-25 
this being the total of the increments lie noted. The importance of tlic drawing. infl*««l, lies 
primarily in thc notation of dimensions aml in the carclul marking of thc old parts ol the 
walJ which were incorporated into the new construition as 'muro uhIko" and "muro huow ■ 
Tracing his drawing. one gets thc impression tlut the entire base part ol thc wall. to a height 
of 23 palmi (5.13 m.). was old; at some points the old Work tises much liigher, to the eav« 
line or nearly so. as for cxample at the eastern end. adjoining thc West face of the facade, and 
at the opposite cnd. 35«4 palmi (ca. 7.90 m.) from the mcdicval northeast tower. Between 
these extremities. parts rising high are scattered over the length of the aisle Wall, like stump* 
cinerging from thc 23 paimi basc line. One, to the left of the second oval windmv, ca. \2b 
palmi (28.09 m.) from the nortlicast tower, coincides with the fissure stili preserved at 
thal point. Another, just to thc left of and Inilow the second semicircular window count.ng 
from the east. and ca. 100 palmi (22.30 m.) from the West face of the avanl-corpi rear waU. 
was 5 palmi wide. but lias now disappeared. A very tali stump, its eastern joinl 255 M»»» 

























F|g. 6 ja . S. t.iovanni in Ulwafto. UoiriMnini. norili ai»li- waU, «levation. 



F%- S. Clovanni in Laterano. Sieirh showinjj old 


Sirr.!!' ZT,' “ r"" “ ^ ">■' ‘s'-» »>'“« 

•io.™ rLr:;:r sr 

faciiu; West (fie fjSi i i •.» • ’ * acros.s the two north aisles, 

norlliem fare of the nave «'«II r et. ’• i! ^ drawmg Borroinini marked tht: 

-le Wall. mside face of the onter 

•raa^p. Wall one notes its two arch^ r! JT ‘^e 

*et off bv cixteenfh * '>P'^«‘ngs, reached from the aisles by four steps and 

opeoh^rL -d arCdvolts. Al.vc the ttband 

‘Jrawin^, to be discussed presentlv and itr n ’ " "7 ®P‘-‘"' aswitnessa Heemskerck 

tlw s<.ond «ep. i "present floor *. 

transept Wall and from this in tum proiecu"a blir°i to the 

tum projects a half-colunin. buelt i„ brick Jike the transept 

■ IVtoi.. ««. 


*«• ?S 



Wall. The hall-rolumn. obviously temninatinj» the arcade heiween the two aiales, stunds tlircctly 
bclow the bufIress of the transcpt Wall; il larrle» a Corinthiari capital and this in tiirn bears a snwll 
ryma-curvcd impost Itlot k. Krotn the imtKjst block springs a streteh of hrickwurk, nbvinndy 
the intrados of an arrh, and Ihis again U surmiiuntetl hy a tali Wall shosvn in seetion. Clcnriv. 
this is the terminution of the arcade which sep.irated the inner and onter aUles and of the 
divkling Wall surmcjuntiiiH the arcade. A sloping ruof covering both aisles, springs from the otilcr 
aisle Wall, cuts across tlic 
top of the arcade Wall 
and ends high up against 
the nave Wall. Above the 
roof and surmounting the 
arcade Wall another stretcli 
of masoniy emerges; it is 
dclineated in much the 
saine way .as the soffit of 
tlie arcade below- \Vc 
shaD revert to thi.s feature 
when discussing the recon- 
structiun- 

Thc transverse seetion 
is complementccl by a part 
elevation of the aisie arcade, 

IT AZ X21 (fig. 69). 

Placing liimself in «nc of 
the outer aisles—whether 
north or south is uiiknown— 
and fucing inward, the 
draiightsman saw .six bays 
of the aircade, those to left 
and right cut by one third. 

Further up, the draughts- 
nian shuws the high Wall 
surmounting the arcade 
and in it a system of 
Tclicving arclics; stiltcd 

arclies cover the first and (ifth arches, a segmental arcli spans the second Ihruugh the fourtli arch, 
and another springs over the sixth arch. Stili highcr, two rows of brarkets and onc row of beam 
holes are noted. The lower row of brackets obviously carried the crosabeamsed the «lUter aiste; the 
next row' can only be the crossbeam brackets of the inner aisie, as the seetion shiiws tlicm on 
the nave W'all; the third is inscribed as receiving the rafters «f the inner aisie, wliere they 
meet the nave Wall " questi busci xono quelli deWparadossi che pusavano nella mnmg/w deUa 
nave grande "■ Hence the draughtsman apparently changed piares; first he storjd in the outer 
aisie, looking inward; then in the inner ai.slc, facing inward lowards the nave wall and drawing 
first the brackets of the crossbeams anci then tlie rafter holes. The detaiLs of the arcade are 
noted with precision. The columns rise from high pedestals, elegantly profilcd at foot and 
top and having plinths and .\ttic bases. The shafts carry composite capitaLs and these in 
tum support impost blocks, remarkably small, but of strongly marked cyma sliape. From 
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fhr Inp ot Ihe Wocks sf.iiiifi thr brnk TOuv«.irs of thp aTt?i«» and fmm tlip-nr again spring 
tl« rejknng airhr*. tiie hottr.m Tcw ol brac tots i<^ insf-rtcd into llipir apices- 

ritrn l.igeliier, the srrtHinai and elevation.il ilr.avvings p^jvifle tnajor and mimir mpasnrc- 
rnejiu siaJcd off. if iviili slight rliffercnct^ Tlie hcight nf the outcr aisle «ali and Ilie lop 
of fhc <•om^.pon(li...l,■ brackrts «n the «pjxwite «ali srales jg Ad«» («-7" "' I >>* »« '»>'■ -"«l 

40', ^<i/w» (y-o.) m.) in the 

_ __ ^_ elevalion. the disorepanev 

7 •Tp.-’^ is rcsnlvcil in favoiir of the 

■ = ^ ^ a Bi - f transver.se sectinn, where 

the scaJed-off width of 
the lefl-hatid opcidrig into 
the tiaiisept, 44 pn/mi 
(5-35 m.). comes rlnse to 
the actual uidth, 5.3S m. 
The folloMing nieasiire 
mcnCs, taken froin the ele 
vation.shouIdthuspONsihly 
l)e aiijnsted sliglitlv down- 
. 7 waid: lieight uf the column 

pcdcstals, jtj palmi (0.74 
m.J; of rhe biisps and 
pliiifhs, iij/w/ittt(0.30m-1; 
of the sh.rffs 15 ij />«/»«» 
(3.4!» III.); o/ the capitals 
Ji.> palmi {0.55 iti ). The 
pedestals at the foot of 
llic rolumns vvete 3 pabni 
^ (0.67 m.) widc and piesum- 

jp 5 ^ ably square- The impost 

Ip- lif blocks are 1I3 palmi (0.30 

^ m.)high. Thearihesspring 

frnni a Jnvel 23'/, palmi 
(5.28 III.) above the present 
piiveriient and rise 30 

... ^ . (h-b? m.) high, while Ihc 

reJieving arches, both stiJtcd and segment i), rcach a leve) nf 40^', p<xhm (g.04 m-l- Of tJie 

rCA-s of brackets, thr firsi scafes palmi (8.44 m.) from the pavemei.l to the boftoin of 

the bra. kets. and ,,ot, palmi (y.tx, ,n.). to the top a inua-siireinent confiriiied hy Boiroiniiiis 
noUlKin on the sketeh pUu. Vat. I.it. „257. c. 24« ifig. 6«); ihe .second row scafes 56 and 39 
<*ti (12.4. /n. and 13.16 m.) - to be corrected in the clevation dr.aivmg to 57 palmi (12.71 m.) 

lT< , " T ''"'""S »< "«■ i""" 

ict. "'‘f "" ™ '■>"» 

secfion draVMng. the corrwponding levelsscafe. for the first n 
and ti.fxy n 



- -'♦roWufhrackets 37 l 2 and 39 />«fmi( 8 .jb 

1..» n, I ( t rmr 56 and 57 Mnf (17.4.1 and 

«.« n,., ni*,.. o,, a,h„ ,n,„d. il„ MeMa fa, in. L„ok«. .and rafl.r h.l« 


0-33, 0-22 and 0.34 m.. nn llie sectinn drawing scem tu ns mote arte|it.iti|>' Ih.in those given 
nii Ilie elevulion drawing. 0 45. 0 45 and 11.37 «'■ anolhrr elemeiU fiivoiiring the gte.Hrr 
rcliability nf the fmmer. The linrizontal dimrnsiiiiis, tim, can be scHleil nli. Ihe 1 Irm svidth 
id the aisles in tlie transverse sertinii aie 34 pa/mi i7.Sl< m.) eai h; in the elevatiim, ciear distanec; 
betwes-n tlie jK'deslals are I2|, palmi (2.711 in ). The spaii of the atrhe» in Ilie i.U valion is 
13 palmi (i go m.). The tvidths i>l the arch voiissiars ssalc 2 palmi (11.43 m.|. The ahaii 
of the impost blnrks and the lorTesponding spriiigiiigs nl the aulns si ale al^ pulmi (0,311 
in.) in the elevation and 3 palmi (o.lv? ni.) in the sistiim drawing Uut the elev.ition muiit 
l>e erroneons, witiicss Ilie width «(o.fit» m. tneasurcd on the iinposi lilmk ol Ihe excavaled sp.imlrel 
dfsrribcd ahiive (figs. 52, 53): lliese blocks. incndenlally. were omilteil on Hoiconnin s survevs. 

c) P'rV»x. 

The earliesi ivi/ii/if of the I.atcran rhurcli nintrihute hllle ii .anvthing to the rvi oiisliin 
tion of tlie Cunstanlinian .structure. The view hv the St. Fianiis mastcr m .V.Mii’. liefme 
1300. in t>'pical medievid fashion selects and resliiiffles outstaniliiig elements to rh.aracleriw Ihe 
building: the narthex, tlie fa^ade (nearly .dl di^stroyed in the (n-vo). the lainpaiiile tn the 
right. The copv in the prcdclla of tlie Sligmalitatioa af SI. /•riinci.s*. soinewh.it later, places 
part of the inosaic from the apse in the favade. shifting tlie m ulus (tom the gable to the zoiie 
above the nartliex. Tlie ilrawing of the inner 
aide liigher than the outer svould be iiiipor 
tant in nur contexi if sucli .a ilet.iil rould 
t>e tnisted. 

Otl early maps nf Kome the rhurcli is 
ch.aractprizied by its medieval transept. its 
towercd iiorth fai;ade, its colonnadcd nartliex. its 
clercslury Windows and its cutnpiitiile rising over 
tlie Iiorth aisle. adjoining the fagade; the whole 
LOtideiised into a symbol ’. Siich abbreviated 
representations disappear in the sixteenth 
ceiitury. but tlien draiightsmen and inapinakers 
were more inteiested in the ruined medieval 
palare than in the rhurcli. Also, they preferred 
showiiig it fruin Ihc nurth. sime b\' that time 
the rhurcli Was u.sually approarhed from that 
side. The north transept fai;ade, witU its Gothir portal and its twin towcrs eincrging behiiid 
the terininating rrtirffo, atlracted most altention: Heemskerrk s heautifui draw ing of 1536 gives 
a rlear pirturc of tUc meilieval palare, but for the rhurch shows oniy the transept (ai;aile and 
the Gothir rlerestory of the nave (fig. 2. .above). l.ikewise. the vedulf in the SelU ('liie»e .ind in 
nearly ali the maps of Kume show the cliurch from the north. (oriissing attention on the 
tran.scpt fa^ade and on the mimhling palare (fig. 70). While the iiiural of Sixtu.s \' in his 
Vatican Library (fig- 71) shows an ideal recoiistrurtion of the palare, as do a nnmlx-r of nigravings 



l''i|t. 70. S. (jluvaiinl in lailnsiv/ I.ulrf-iy, vlrM n 
rhiiich and Inmi notlh. 


• Smiii, TW 4mji rtUftm ,iti2 <S< 4rt 4 ! Giolla. Osioiil, igji, 31 I. «Itb rtlm«w 1« eiii.* Ucii^v. "Kon» op vjm» wljr 
Cilollo Kluicni", II Iir^viy ufJ CuurUulJ Jtuuiul XVI, igjj, ?il. 

IRKO in Aiw!, Prmm f/ IxsomiK III (S»u»f. 1«. ol,). 




















.n.l drawfn^, a<.m-cd from tha. m„ra. •, th. os.r.U 

tafnivr"l',fr,T 7 V'~^^^ 7 '”’ 

Lalrii> -■. iii-ijj oi iy//. . .bv a narth.‘x 

thc jjable and, f;ir 


, fhc ruvc and aisl« n-.spcctivriy: l.e also sh.nv, 


oculus i 

back, theinodicval transcpt 
hi^'hcr «li.iii Ihc navf. as 
jndppd it was*. an<i tlie 
towrred north favade. The 
vipw froin the east is lakcn 
up iii a more prccise ren- 
ilering in a voiutii ot major 
itnport.iiuc tlone prior 
to Bonomini s remodollitig 
caiiipaign a vicw of 
tlic Lateran c<in)]ilex, attri 
butecl to (ia-spard Dughet. 
at Chatsworth, no. 154 
73)*. To the riglit tlie 
paintcr sliuWS the palare, 
lar fnim complete, more 
or less as Borromini stili 
shovvecl it in his AHn-r- 
tina drawiiig, IT \Z 386 
(fig. 1 ) 5 ). Adjoining it, onc 
saw the basilica with it.s colonnaded narthex and 
adjacciit Chapel of St. Tlioinas; emerging to the 
left is the dome of a chapel. presuinably the 
Lancellotti chapel; in the middle is the nave 
(a^ade. Rising above the narthex roof, it has 
three large bliiid rouiid-headed ardies, separated 
by nariow piers; the center arch was HUed, though 
not rompletely, by a large round-arched window. 
A cornice separated this main sertion of tlie 
fa<;ade Iroin anotlier section, seeiiiingly quite 
high, which merged into the gable with its oculus. 
Far back appears the transept with its two north 
lowers, the inter\'al being filled with structures 
of uriknown date and function. The blind arches 
have been inlerpreted as beionging to the 
Constantiiiian buiiding, and to this we shall 


l-y Lonii Kn.ilu«c. puHltii«Kl by «.wix.ni 
ibroi. A178 An engravin^ IVlrus I 
M latem» «omptrji (ron somr 


• A «ren<l .«fiaj, uic«^ »1 no. : 

in our opininn ./1« lejo: it .lie»<l, ,(>ovw ih* rtar m 
U»y «Itnioau, M:ii « a Kninaiiciiq»» ^aniraiulr. vim] < 


ril IO Duchet ana FoMiAisI by II. Eccxi. \ tJuUtt, I. ijja. pj. 90, ilairt 
by Unrminini fof lAt proiinioil oi«ni-<vt/u, aJiU a numbrr ol phui. 
bcM «tiU caloai, «ucti oa Ihc lonani flanking ibc oorlli farado. 


revert. The samo liatiires .ifr >ren m a rrprcsenlation of Ihc lin;ade lont.ui 
which forni» p.iil of Ihe decoration of the I alpt.ui H.ipti>.tcTV. paiiitol 
(hg. 74)'. This version differ» Irom ilie ( hatsWorth painling in thiit the .iii Io 
le-entrant double jainti» 
and string .ou.,,,. Ihal 
oculi are iiiserled inio Ihe 
hliml ar< he>., thoseon eiiher 
side snialler thaii Ihe tcnlrid 
one; anil thul .1 coriiii e on 
hruekets seji.irales the main 
part of Ihe fuy.ole from the 
raiswl wulls >up]>i>rting tlie 
gahle. The rool of the .lisles, 
not visiblein the Ch.ilsworth 
view. is also shown. 

Onlv thr«M' irdu/c have 
snrvived relating to lio- 
interior prior to Korromini s 
rebuilding capaign. Hrofes 
sor Mahnstrom hasiilentilicd 
a dr.iwing of Hcemskcrck s 
as a view looking from the 
niedieval nmbulatory inio 
the north ‘ransept and 
beyond into 'lie north ai.sles 
and has pointed out the 
decisive eleinenis (lig.'75)*. Salient in 
our context are the arclied openings 
wliirh connect tlie transept and aislcs, 
the inner opening heing much the 
higher, thus clarifying Horroininis 
transverse section, IT \ 7 . 3K1», a faint 
horiAontal line above the aisle ar«ade, 
possibly ruarks tlie revetment and 
corresponds with the arcliaeologieal 
evidence previously rli.scussed‘. (The 
presence of coluiuiis in the o|M-nings. 
incidenlally, contirrns the evidence pro- 
vided by the An hi ve Flan). Of later 
interior view». one dating from ca. itioo. 
perhaps from the cirrlc of Ligozzi. is 
contaiiied in a fresco forinerly in 
the cloister of Ognissanti in Florenre 
(fig. 7b)*. ft shows fhe opening arch 



[. 74 S. («mvanni in l.alwanu t ut ftyt/lc. nudallbai I 
laileran Ka|.ti»((ry 


• Wr arr oblKnl (r. I^lnwic VuIImt Hofnwaa lor callla* oat aomlKia «e llut nadatltna mmi firondlBy a» «Ib • rV-^tapli. 

‘Isiaa, 90j,«K.iia, i»ptOilaiM aa eajravlm by HaitaMa eaa<»ra (1 jal - allw 159^1 Imw tlw lfnc«. 















^ ct>BPr» » 1 riinia T i.<wAK CM kowaf---—- 

^ ^ .narr in /ront <>l it. four bro.ue coln.nns. Tl.ese svcrp mov«l »m\ re-uW 

of tbf apsc iind. jrmss thr. p bt-forc or in lOoa. Bul ihey are rnentioned as early 

in .... A.e»r nf ehe Sacra,nam. w..« saW 

a, ...e latr ...vcn.h cen.no’ by ^ "anslpt we r Ja.. i., medieva. - bc.u^een ua.ls or 

them sfandini? near » ccn o ,f,c jt-buildinB inscriplion of Sergius III of gil'■ The 

j«•l.•.ptclive in the pjiinting 
i.s fauUy; we knovv tlial the 
columns in the sixteenth 
centiiry stooJ jnst east of tbe 
trinniphal arih. witness for 
instance Severanos plan *. 
Thr ap.se is dcpicted in ratlicr 
crude perspective vvitli a 
huge comicc an<l, ahove, four 
pairs of roiind-arclied win 
dows, earh wiiidow divided 
by colonnettes. sunnounted 
by rounUels and set witfiin 
deep triangular gablcd ope 
niiigS' The reliquary baldac 
chino appears far back in 
the apse. In the transept 
openings. on either side, aji 
oblong pulpit its shown, that 
oii iJie right resting on four 
rolumns, that on tbe left having four squarc 
pillars. CoUimns on high pedestais appear 
at the right edge in an undefined pnsition. 
arbitrarily iiiseited (cut off in fig. 76). 

Of greater impsirtanre is the often cjuuted 
vietv of the interior which decorates the 
aisic waJI of S- Martino ai Monti (fig. 77). 
Fomterly attributed to Gaspard Uughei, 
it Was really done by Filippo Gagliardi *. 
Paid for in 1651, after Borrominis rebuild- 
ing of the interior had been completed, 
it shows the nave and aisles. from the east. 
The nave, terininated by the triumpha! 
arrh, is flankcd on the left by ttvo aisles, 
the inner one higher; beyond is the transept 
and tbe apse. The nave arcades are caiiied 
on columns, alJ of llie .same reddish mate- 
rial, standing on plinths and Attic bases 



T.*- 7 * & (jiuvanni io Lolcrino. bigoui (?j. inlrrior of 
' d apte, wilh hirjiwe coluinitt. Florence, fonnwly 

^ ■ i. i-hiister. 


' Abov». 41, ter tbr> brimr, 06 (. 

• A.»* a tx rouu.ro. •• Thr Occoitiin* ut .San Mtri 
t» w feom • pkolCfrnpk la tlit arcluvn ol Ihr Pwii. Cxi» 
Ct^JurAi'. Biaral, iwl o4 DIsnmith «nOry dtlr. 


«1,1. ■ .Vieatim <X904). liti., ii.sB. A |:t.n,>nic. kMwn 

di ArtliMtei;|ii SAcra, PCAS ijjii, it a|ieanatljr a Urt Mpy of 


fc, tilOVANWI IN LATeil.\Nn 

and siirmounted by a lioslgeposlge id composite, forintbian and Ionie capitaU. The upp»T 
walU are artictit.tted by frescoe» in •«piares, one to eacli bay, the (iothlr Windows of tfie 
rlrrestory, over the seiond. fourth aml six.li anade. likewise have square murals in the Intei- 
vaU- An open Iruss roof covers thr nave. T.ie aisles are separnted from each tither hy an 
ariade resting on greeii s|ieckled columns which rise from higli, finrly iiro.iled pediMids 
and carry c.ipitals. tw'o of them compisile. a third a forinlhiiin capital willi invrrted volutes 
of a tjqrc favored by Borr<imini. The higher inner aisle is Iit hy «•micirrulnr Windows, set up 
high in the arcade WaJI, one aJrove eat li arch. quite hirge and srpiratetl hy notably narrow 



Fig. 77- S Giovanni iii Laterano, («agliardi. inlrrior vie». reconirtriieliun. S. Martin., al Monti. 


spandrels; above the Windows the wall rises higher stili. Kound-ardied windrMs open in the 
Wall of the outer aisie again, it seems, one to each bay. 

Clearly, then, Gagliar<li's frcscc, does not simply sluiw the interior of the church as it was prior 
to Rorrominis rebuilding. By that time the majority of tlic columns had long Iwn rcplaced 
by brick piers and the nave was covered by the coffeted ceiling of Pius IV. Kather, the painicr 
has attempted to envisagv the church as he bclieved it to have lookcd originally, working 
!’ with elements which he knew existed. such as the columns along the nave and thosc support- 

' ing the aisie arcade- \Ve shall discuss later w'hether or not the setnicircular Windows in the 

J| inner aisles a].so I>clonge«i to thesc elements- 

fi 


























3. Lilerary evidencc. 


. . - in iU nrwinal vMsiori was coinposcd shortly afH'r 1073 

Th<. n.scnf^o np to <late. in n «.ond v.rsici. p.ior tc 

or ^.«.Wy A fourth v^rsion. «ith n dedicalory prcfa. e addr.ss.-d lo 

1! nlr7n‘*.n «as rompilcd I.y johi.nncs Diaronus «ndcr tl.e titlr I.ib.r U. eundis 

A fciv- later insertions appear to have bcen made at the 

cCnx:-n.rerc:.iiof^^^ 

a.ain.t'upsiH.t St. Peter .^l it fo. n.«e, on the La.eran s pre-eminen. e. its JcRendary ‘;»»;dat.on 
bv Constantine and eonsccration by Pope Sylveater. its relics. larRcly m defense of l.e O d 
Tfs,tan.ent relies the chnrrh elaimed to possess; its altars; its papa! burials from the early tenth 
into the earJv eJesenth century, extended iii the later versions bv a nearly continuous sertos fron. 
Pasthal II in itiS tu I.uoius 11 in 1145. Kven more prontitieiitly the DestnpUo deais with the 
lituTjnial oustoitis prcvailitig at senioes in the basilira- Only oooasionally does the «nrk provide 
a gJimpse «f the building and its pJan. as it existcd belore tho transept was biiilt. An altar of 
.Marv M.tgdaJcne was in liic i hnir of the canons, prcsumably in the nave, east of tho High Altar. 
An old altar dedicated tu ChrA-sanlius and Dana stili stood bark in the apse ' rr/m sub uLsidu 
hut its reJios uere Iransferrod by Innocent II (1130-1143) to .a now altar "...in htatac 

Det genitricis Maria/ et sancti Panctalii...^Hae esi in det/ero latere basilicae-..", that is to the 
South- Tbis rhurcli of !^int.s Maty and Panrras must Itave been inside the ba.silka — indeed, a 
variant in the first version of the Descriptio has "...im dextro latere infra ecclesiam oratorium 
et altare sancte-.-Marie ei sancti Pancratii..." — and Wc venture 1 « identjfy it with the soulh 
ai>le tnuiscpt Wherher the norlli aisle transept was dedirated to S- Maria de Keposo Ls 
an open r]uestion a late iasertion in the Descriptio places the tomb of Cdcstine III in the 
northem aisio " iuxta sanctam ,l/ariii«i de Reposo-..", iiol " inxla altare". In the same enntext. 
the passage speaks ol *\Je.\aJider III being biiried near the pulpit and near the exit to the 
palate, "...ante pulpitum ecclesie iuxta viam quando intus ad curiam..."', obvionsly this means the 
door near the West end of the outor south aisio and rlose to the aisle transept, whioli led to the 
pal.sro sfairs*. The tenth centurv pupul tombs were apparently near the (ayade in the south 
aisle and nave; those of the hrst half of tho twolftli rontury Wero in tho oastWard arca of the 
south aisle. the late ttvelftli cenlury popes were huried in the easteni area of tlie nortli aisle 
and tho nave- In our context two p.i.ss.age.s aro relevant to the rebuilding ranipaign of Sergius 111 
(9*>3'^iD- His dedioatory instription on the interior fayado of tho nave had apparently disappoared 
by the time tho tirst vorsion of the Descriptio was compiled, " ...super...fores ecclesiae scriptum 
fuit...", but it was known froin older dosoriptions, long lost- His donation li-st, reported in 
Chapter ifi of tho Descriptio — it was jiol pari of the first version - was read "...in epitafiis 
parietum hmc inde—tuxta columnas aeneas ". If we assumo that the bronze columns occiipied the 
site where they were seen tii tlie late sixto.onth century. albeit raisod to the level of the transept. 


■ <- Vot-ti, ” l-t nMitrOo loeliiut l.jOTa«<an. (Iu niatre Jm 
Sfrubout», ijj*. ,j7 « , V«.ti.nxi.Zi,, B£m. CtJtu lu/ofru/ir». If. 
«U« «fiuou I 7 PL. 194 , ij 4 j) and Lxi-e». y,i It. 

• V*LiKnM-Zi rcnaiTj. ff, lO., IU. J47, not« 1, crronisiusly piate it s 
' -Vui «Uljtde Uif ciiirrb. aa VAUsnxi-ZtM marii. tp. cit., 147, wK 

• See plan ti pakee, tg. OiAMnxi, l>i iten. AtiiJiaU. pl. III. 


Aaiuuur it Stomtipitut hticSui AndrUa, 
CCKid tcRt with rarunU. It repUeea Uic 

Dut tbat (iaiei nfiirr t«9i. 


tho list oould have Ih-oii un llic nave Walls, iie.ir iho High Allar- In th.n < .iv, th<iugh, the 
insoriptions. more th.an two hiinilred w<ii<ls long. wmiUl have been hiinl l«i n-ad. high almve 
the nave colonnadc.s and sono- 13 m. frurn tlo- gnniiul. riu roture we 110 Une tu lavuur a iliMrnnil 
inierprotalion of tho text; the parietes wero, we proptine, hmg piris projeoting un rithor Milo •.( 
tho apse and toniunating the Western rnil ut tho nave ruluiinartes, rounlrrparts ot tho tungne 
piors, 11 palmi, (4-011 m-) long, whioh jutted out (roiii tlie (a<;ado Wall to lotm the enilrrn «nd 
piers of tho oolonnadosStnTi piors. hinc et inde »1 tho apso. wutild havr pruviilrd MiiUnont 
sparo, in a position wluTo they luiihl be riM<1, (ur tho uim nption» of Sergius III. 1 he hrun/.o 
nduiitiis, within the terms of our hy]>otlu*sis. Winild havo stood near tho ond of the n,ive, in 
front of or indeod on Ihe rhord of the apso oponing. 

Paiivinio, in his manu&rript dest riptiun of Ihe 1 hiirrh il is ront.iinrd in ItouU 1. t hapter 
\'II of De sacrosancta Basilica /’.i/ro»rcA»o el HapUsienn Lateranensi, wrilton in 01 altor iv>i‘ 
spoaks first of tho nai tliex, tho Thoma.s < haiH-l, the ooulns in tho layado and thr mos.ih 
bust of Christ — Iho IVnotico - nankod by two sinallot o, iili- Ilo wiw thioo doors npening 
into tlic nave; two smallor ones in Ibe aislos. one llio porta saiita and Ihe othor tn the 
chapol. were hoth hhukorL Inscriptioiis roferred to Icugeno IV having ropaired the imrthex 
roof and lo the oponing of tho porta santa in 1545 and 15.V> tfiSi- T'"’ of tho nave 

doors Were of maibio and Worc old, "...portarum antae veteres sunt el marmoree...' . Iho woinh-n 
doors were a gift of I.eo \’ (903I. Inside, tlie navo was rovoiod bv a Irus» loot and .a Woinlon 
ceiling, "...cum tecto contignato et tabulis ligneis ornato..." *, obviously Iho pteilorrssor ot l’i»i» 

IV and l»ius V's cofferod ceiling. Iho high walls, •• ...atlissimi parietes... ‘. rested nn tblrty 
stout columns and four piors, two ot» the (a^ado and two in tho ro;ir, " ...XXX ira.csis ruliiwinis 
et qicatuor parastatis, duabus frnulein et totidem posticum • iicmis... ". Hnt Iho walls, ho < ontiiiiios, 
had been rep.iirod (scii, dowii) to the eniablaturo and the «ohiiiiiks, oxropt sovon, om-Uisod in 
brirk, had been Iranstorined into an ar< ailo ratried by piors, "...medianae parietes...quae iiiou' 
visuntur...usque ad penslylium^ restitutae sunt...quod lotum...cum eoliiniiits omnibus piaeter 
septem, lateribus coclts vesltliiiuin est et in arcum parastatis rrriem redactum . ll 

IS worth noting that Panvinio saw one nave column niore Ihan <h<l Hotiomiiii oiglity yeais 
lacer. .Above the navo aroades Panviiiio coiinted sixtecii (jolhic traiery win<lnw*, ...fenestras 
more germanico oblongas cum cratibus scxdecim... "’, and on tho north Wall near tlio tr-uiHopt, 
sovon hays long. he saw the incompletod inutals of Pisaiiollo. the story ol Jolin tho Haplist, 
Frophets, Apostles and Churoli rathets. Dn the interior fuyade of Iho nave ho notod. presiiiii-ihly 
in place of the inscription of Sorgitis 111, a mural of tho l.ast jndgmont, ol<l and yjinowli.it 
trude, "...ptclitris antiquis et parum elegantibus exornata,..Clirisli...navtsximii dte humanum genus 
iudicanlis... the pavemont, ho jminted out. had boen laid at tho oxi>oiisi.‘ of Martin V- Iho 
aisles were doubled on either side, tho inner ones murh lower than Ilie navo, flio outor ono* 
but little lower than the formor, "...niiMores naves inter bastluae extremas parietes et meJiaiiae 
testudinis columnae duplices ex utraque parte.. quarum proxima medianae ea tonge humilior, 
rursum nomssima parietibus adhaerens, altera paulo inferior... riioy worc soparatod (roin 0110 
another by a Wall rosling uii forty-two small cohiinn.s with elogant rapitals, tho shafts of 
" precious green Lacedaemunian marlde gayer than uny othor " — a «luotalion from IMiny* —. 











rwilpf* BAmiCAKI H CHRr^TIANAKVM 


••.../Wi...Air,rf^ rt ^^>ir^f.HUtprrn,>sh^,mo om„ihuiqH* Mi/^norr Latf,U-Mofiio viridi 

r.A-TM^ mMrmvrr'. fxrrvi, crdnmm.. cum tlcfanltss.mU cupituhr .uhrUuloUs ,Hirr,rcuHlur... \ the-ie 
ilividinp «a/N al»o Hho\^r.l liacfs of fiaintitiK'. In thc innaindcr of llii> tion thc m.inuscript 
d^rtih... thc tr,,njn)r, thc aj^r and Ihe ainb«l,.t..rv and thus is ol but soon.larv relcvan.e to 
o«r p-es«.i siudv. Ilouvxvr. in it l*ansnni<> aiso puinls out thc triutnplial arrh and its two 
• scrv thkk fuluiiiii-s srt up. hr ihuuRht. bv Alexander \ I; uiidcrncath. confrary tu thc 
Opnissanli mur;tl=. bc |.»atcs thc four brun/c «olnmns misol tu transept Icvcl. onc uf them stili 
turmuiintcd by a Corinthian capital. ...Jmibus crussixsimii columnis ^ukdfHlutis s«A quo extaut 
qmituor anrmc coiumiMf ttluuUf sufiru fraJux ,ihqui>t cum uuo tantum cafutuio Corinthio sitae... ". 
In thc «>ulh transept l*aii\Tnjo nutes thc orgiin luft of Cardinal Martinc* <lc fhaves of Portugal 
filling the «itire arca. In thc oiscnings Irum thc aides to thc transept hc !~iw coinmn» adjoiniiig 
thc piers. ...mtuores quatuor arcus...sex parastMtis et qualuor columnis cttm capitulis corinthiix 
prope meJias parasMas siits /uiriuntur". and thus isnnhmts thc Lateran Arrhive plan {fig. 56); 
prrsumablv thes- disappearrti in thc rcmoJelling of thc transept under ( lenient VlIl. In i64<> 
Borruinini no loqgcr saw them. Kinally. Pannnio dcsciilscs a series of teii altars sheltered by 
rani>pies aloog thc nall of tlic outer South aislc: thev aiso appear 011 thc Lateran Archive plan- 
But Pantinio adds an interestiiig pifs<« of information: thc ranopies wcre earricd by twcnty 
siii.dl l ulunias of green speckled niarble, " ...columnellae e nictrmvre riridi Tiberiiurv sunt cum 
eiegaupssimis capitulis... ", thc same marblc apparcntly as wa.s found in the cohimns separating 
thc aislcs from carh oiher. One «-onders whete these lwent> additionaJ green columns. if indccd 
ther werc of thc same tj^pe. could ha ve come from- 

Paniinios notes in \'at. laf. itjHi are imith more detailcd than his tinal wrsion, but they 
are almost impossible to dcciphcr. Perhaps for this reasoii they have never, to our knowlcdge, 
bcen used as a source. Husrever, tve tliink it worthwhile to quote, albeit with lacunae, from a 
fe** passages (c. 1 .) containing information iiol obtainablc clsewhere. Panvuiio mentions thc 

end piers of rhe nave cokmnades and cspccially refers to thc remains of the nave eutablature: 

■ S mit t mt Mlu/ Munc paneus maiores A'A'A' columuis. A T AT ktne tude cum [duus] eanccUcd) 

4 mtutm* pilasUssin/tM utnusque p,irietis...columHu sex earum (?) cum /ophoro... ". He specifics 
that ot thc M-ven rulumn.s stili «n situ, three wcre on one side, four on the other. "...nunc 
iuptnmud uts* f rt-.m •.■{sfilt. j hi$tc 4 iiiiuc—'. Hc notes that in thc mural of the Last Judgement, 
Christ s head uvk iomf>aratisvly well preserved. "...in caput incolumnss...": and lie idcnlifics 
in the A/teenth reniury murah, Churrh Fathers. Apostles. Evangclists and the forly-Uvo minor 
pri/pbda — app.ireotly descnbmg p,ms of thc program not exet iited. 

Panvinios printed te.\t rcdnres the manusrript version without adding murh of relevance; 
on the ..vntrary it introduces occasioiial errors suih as the attribution to Eiigene I\’ of ali 
brick piers in the nase- Two detaib of interest. not rontained in the manuscript version or 
in his stAede. are hj> obsersation tliat the ground in from of thc rhurch was all coverod by ruins. 
and his refercnre to four small columns carrying an inscribed entablature, possibly a spoil, 

IU the ( hapcl of Thomas». Nor did Igonio contribute much of value either in his manu.seript, 
Barb Ut. J99J,. . bjff (nete 6;ff I. and his schede. Barb. lat., 1994, c- toi ff. (new 55 ff.). both 
publislied bv Laucr *, or in the printed text of his Stationi, except that in Barb. lal. 1993. 
e r.4 fncwn?) hcKientific the inatcn.d of therolumii .shafts in the nave a.s Numidian niarble* 


(giallo antico). But hc apparcntly (elt unsure; in thc hook he omitted idcntifying the matcrial. 

Likc Panviiiio be gives the number of preserved nave columns as seven, adding that they were 
" male iniere ", in b.ad shape. In the aisles, he s.aw the rniumns of green maridc: at the eiiil 
of thc nave hc saw thc triumpha! arch of travertine and behind it. in the transept. the (uur 
bronzc columns. Severano, too. as late as 1630. continucd to report that seven nave columns 
Wcre preserved; but hc may have copicd one of his prcdeccssors 

Cardinal Cesare Kasponi was an cycwitncss during thc rcbuilding of ib4ivib5o aiuI prcsiimahty 
Was wcll informed by both Uorromini and \'irgilio Spada. vvho acted as middlenian hutwren 
thc architect and Pope Innocent X. Hcnce the evidem-e providcd by liis £>f ifiisifiVa et Patriarchio 
Lateranensi Lihri Quattuor, ptihiished in ifiSfi, concerning the rhurch hoth heforc and after 
the remodelling, is of particular value. He describes it on pp- 33 ff. and, more extensivcly, 
on pp. 79 ff.. and Wc summarize the latter text. The columns u( the old nave he detines as 
extraordinarily slender, " ...inusitatae proceritatis... ". Most of tlicm, he says, whilc lonking 
undamaged, had bcen weakeiied and Wcre therefore encased in biick piers, except a Icw near the 
doors — on p. 37 he says more precisely four, "quattuor exceptis these wcre left to testify Io 
the former grandeur of thc basilica. (The two columns incorporated in piers. marked on 
Borromini .s survey plan. Ka.sponi simply failed to count). For the same reason, Uaspnni 
continues, the entablature and thc Wall over these columns remained in place. Whilc thc remainder 
of the nave walls rested on arches. buill in brick as an undcrpimiing for (or in place of. thc text is 
ambiguous) thc entablature: "...ccdumnae marmoreat inusitatae procerUatis. quihus laterales ecclesiae 
parietes innitebantur, quamvis ab ignis calamitate integrae in speciem riderentur, a veteribus illis 
restauraloribus sustinendo amplius tanto oneri haud satis idoneae sini iMdicaftie; quas idcirco lateritio 
opere conuestiendas, muniendasque censuere; paucis admodum exceptis, quarum integram /ormam 
testandae tuleris magnificentiae gratia prope portas relinquere placuerat, nec aliam ab causam 
Epistiiia quoque super eisdem intacta, murumque, ut antea sustinentia mansisse crediderim, cum 
reliqua murorum moles nullo lapideo, quod appareret, aperi, sed arcubus lateritiis inter restauran¬ 
dum exsiriuiis Iraheafioni columnarum suppositis incumberet... ". Further. the walU of the nave 
a.s Well as those over the arcades dividing the doublc aislcs on either side were in poor shape; the 
north Wall of the nave shoWed an overhang of ca. 0.75 m., the walls betweeii the aislcs were 
out of joint, "...latus ecclesiae, quod a porta venientibus dexlerum esi {commotis credo eo loci 
fundamentis, coiumnisque debilitatis) ita media sui parte sese introrsus in ecclesiam proieceral, ut 
perpendiculum a summo pariete in pavimenium demissum a6 ipsius parietis crepidine tribus 
ferme palmis, ac dimidio distans incideret... Si hilo vero firmior compages erat caeierorum pa¬ 
rietum, quibus ecclesiae latitudo distinguebatur: praesertim eorum, qui minorum columnarum or¬ 
dinibus erant impositi, namque laxatis eorum ubique iuncturis..."■ Tocoiinteract the damage and to 
provide for the new piers, the foundation walls wcre rcinforceii and enlarged bclow the north 
nave Wall as well as around the outer walls. "...fundamenta haud quoquam oneri, quod latura 
erant paria ab exploratoribus reperta nova substructione confirmare, ac dilatare necesse fuit (id 
quod etiam per universum fere ecclesiae circuitum factum esi)...". Strengthening walls were placed 
out.side and anchored to both nave walls. and the overhang was shaved ofl as far as pos.sible. 
"...ad posteriorem utriusque muri partem ductus esi alter murus aequali pene cum priore crossifir 
...eo autem excessu paulatim postea reciso, ac iota muri facie ad perpendiculum complanata.... 
The aislc arcades were demolished and iwenty-lour of the thirty-six verde antico columns — 
Kasponi gives their measurements, nearly, "..ferme—". 16 palmi (3.57 m., in realily 3-50-3.52 m.) 
high and z palmi in diameter — were reused in the pier tabemacles which now sheltcr the .Vpostle 
statues. The aisle.s were fuUy rebuilt, the inner one higher than the outer and illuminatcd through 
Windows of it.s own. "...illud quoque commodi in se habcl quod locum fenestris illuminando se- 
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cnmUr \srit spatio ntcrstarimm prmrbet. qua/ftusltatHm. et luminis commodiiato...". In lli.- n.ivp. 
linally. thc oval» abov-c thr jiitr taN-niaclcs, /ram«<l 1>V paJm Ir.m.K, «ere Icft cmpty to show 
tlie oid. prpsumaW.v Constanriniaii brickwork. -...quUms lu spatiis relicta est intacta Canxlantinia- 
uorum parutum antiqua faeits. vetustatis memoria, et posteritatis erga ipsum pietate, ac Religione 
renerainhs... 

In ihive publica(iQn« betvvccn 1S76 and iIip ;u-phitcct Andxca Busiri-\'ici defended a 
projeci, submitted in different versions, /or btiildin^ a ne^v choir and for that purpo5c 
moxin^ the old apse and anibuJatory «f Nicholas J\’ some ao m. fnrllier West. The projcct 
was abandemed after tlio foundation» for the chancef and apse had heen bnilt. in favour of that 
r*erur«l by V. \'«!spiffnani. «ith a neivly built apse enveloped by a rerfan^ular ambulator^’. 
The most important of Biisiri-\'iri s WTitinps, Rrcgetti dei Suovo Coro. 1878. contains a full and 
carrfuJ account of the findinj; of the Constantinian apse foundation. of the cnvcloping ainbu- 
latory, of the trapexoidal domus to the svest with its mosaic courtvard, and of older Iiouscs 
explored belotr that hoiise. Tolini' has reprinted part of the r<*port. Within the scope of 
i>ur «lude tlie foUovring itetris stand out: the foundation waU or aotlomuramento of the apse 
Wis fai-e»I in brick. that of Ihe arnbulatory. or portico leoniauo was built in snttdl lufa stones. 
The fonurr rested on the reinains of a lirst ccntur\' constructiou and on powdery volcanic 
«oil, the latfer on the mosair pavement of the trapezoidal domus; hence, according to 
Busiri-VKi. the domus was of later date than the walls below the apse, the more so since bclow 
the mosaic he found walls of oldcr structures in brick, in different positions, and cislerns rtt- 
mted in opus signinum. both rontiiiuing inside the apse foundation. Tlie apse, all of brick. 
was built uith pozzoi.ina raortar of cxtraordiaar>’ cohesion and strength, "...di una adkerenta 
e Unaata straordinaria... it could bc cut into Wocks like stoiie and had a spccific gravity 
higher iLan Was customary in brick walls- Ile also speaks of foundations "...di opera incerta...", 
composed of fragments of ancient marWe. among theni rcliefs, cornices and even the torso 
of a male statue: es-idcntly he means the foundation walls of the nave at the spriuging of 
the apse. or bclow the end Wall of the inner south aisie». Reporting 011 a .soiinding made to a 
depth of R m. bclow tbe mosair of the trapezoidal domus and 15..,5 m- below the pavement 
■"* ® mosaico e metri /5.-^5 JcU pavimento 

a c itsa... . he gives by implication the level of the mosaic and With it the Irvel of Ihe 
sisible footmgs of the ap^e and ambulatoi^' foundations. 7.45 m. bclow church level. A later 
passage* appears to suggest as his point of rcference the level of the transept rather than 
cfut of tLc nzve. the HaptLitm*. hc saj-5. wai 
z.OR m. above tliat of the mosaic, 
nave lev-el, our own j 


5 4.50 m- below the level of the transept and 
I agaiu totalling 7.45 m- To adju.st the figures to the 
.... V referenee. the height of the transept pavement over the nave 

^ sometvhere in Busiri-Vici s figures; 

the present t^asurement is in fact 7.53 m. bclow nave level. Coins found during the 
rcp^^!^no*Mndi^r Constans and Constantine, but Ihey teli little since the 

in the open to its fuU he^ ^cesant to our study: he says the apse foundation Was 

•• -dotiHZntc scoPerta t =»"“»ulatory was built - to him, under I.eo 1 - 

Pff f ai mosaico reportandonsi successiva mente le Urre-.per formare xi 
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praticaM* dei —portico—"'. This later fili, hc continues, explains the burial of some rolumns in 
the building bchind the apse (the domust) and Ihe (need forj steps dcscending to the Baptistery. 

The largcst portion of Busiri-Vici's pamplJet nat.tr.a1ly deals with hi* various projecis ior 
the ncw chanccl. Only incidcntally docs he speuk of the medieval ambulatnry. noting infer 
aha that its vaults blockcd the lower t.o6 m. o( Ihe apse Windows, and descrihiiig the 
foundations of the cotonnade subdividing its interior. Stili, in our context it is of interest to 
note that all projccts, even the latest submitted. proposed h.ige vault* to rarry the floor of 
the new chancei .and the rehuilt .-ipse and ambulatory-; vaults iniet.ded ' to make arcessible 
the remaiiis uncovered including the objects found. and to allow. if desired, a coii.munication 
" betwecn the space bclow the apse and thecr>T)t under the High .Aitar of Urhan V' of 13117 
Twenfy-five piate.* were to accompany the report and three of these wcre printed in iHRf». They 
show rcspcctivcly the old apse. with the " portico leoniano ", moved West to terminate the new 
chancei, the metal tnus-roof and reiling to go over the chancei, "...cavalelto artistieo in ferro 
coH sua coperlura e so/fitta ", and the longitudinal section of the new chancei as projected*. 


F. RECONSTRUCTION 


.4 graphio reconstruction of the Constantinian basilica at the Lateran inust rest for the 
overall plan .and for the elevat ion of the aislcs jointly on the fragmentary remains preserved 
and on Horromini's survey drawings. For the elevation of the nave we have to rcly on the 
e.astem end pier of the nave colonnadc. the only element of the nave surviving; on calrula- 
tions based on the elementa a.sccrtaincd prevnously in the aisles; on Borrominis drawring of the 
nave elevation, and on the remains of the medieval nave stili vLsible in the rrrnl space; on 
some carly vediiie; and on analogies with otlicr Constantinian buildings in Home .and elsewhere. 
Written descriptions of the church from the time of Borromini and earlier contribute mtnor, 
but often valuablc data about the interior. This section, then, remains in part hypothetical. 
but the reconstruction of the ground plan of the church and the elevation of the aisles rests Io a 
large extent on solid ground- Even there, however. two sources of possible ermr remain. On 
the onc hand the parts preserved above ground level, surh as the fragments of the aisle w'aUs 
and of the north-eastern end pier of the nave colonnade. are known only from small stretrhes 
of ma-sonry; on the other, inost of the overall dimensions of Ihe church can only be mcasured 
at foundatiuii level and not between rising walls. The walls and rolonnades were ubviously 
sct bark on these foundations and the depth of the setbacks can only be estimateil by deducting 
from Ihc thirkness of the foundation Walls, I.70 m.. that of the rising Walls, 0.82-0.83 m. in the 
aisles, i.oo - i.io m- in the nave- The .sctback on either side of the foundation Wall would 
thus .average 0.30-0.35 m. in the nave, and 0.44 tn- in the aisles, but the ri.sing parts of the 
structure were not nccessarily placed on the center line of the foundations. Finally. the medieval 
walls of the nave and transept at the Lateran. as Professor Malmstrom has observed, are 
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’ The pla.e«, huuUxI " 11 Lalcituo mU .>70 ■ pnuntuti tisttwi t efnii tst Pratissort Huini. salort t ptima diitOmi 4 u («ren. " 
■aJ ifAlnl Junf jiAh. iIMri, er» in ibr Lakuu CoIIcciwb oI tke U.itato NAuoiulr (TAicheokAlU * Storu itaB Art». PaIauo 
V eoMiA, Vol. 4J, (ol», .5, 16 IU. i; nint numtierva jijM. J.jS# and )ij9o reapectiTelf. Aootber le» ot pnoLa ehoer» ihe nwhfanj 
planiMd (or movinz Uw nid aree, two are illiuiratr .1 m A.ca.iu, FrAIKIU-t, awd Nicul.ni, L'«f(AU<«ina d> Mama tahiala. iSto-irto. 
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a» <kfi 5 m amy from ihr pualmi» ocmpird by tbeir CooxtantiniaD 
s Ih» tm-ocne aecmaiA-. aixl in ralrubtin^ thcm Profesior Matmstrom 
oonliibatioiu vhich wy ^Irfully inrwporatc- Concomitanlly. the sntall 
'n-x ka^-ex a nuf|ria of error iii establishing exart drstances; tnnryvcr. 
« ol thr xarvrrtn^ archaeoiogical «Jameolx can be compa/rd vrith thosr 
snrvrys. tbe differeaces rarely aroonnt to more tl»in onc per ceat. 


1. Tbe pton 

Tbe <mnll pba k exahlisbni b>- tbe somrinjr foundatkn waDs rambined vrith Borromini s 
fwrysr a nar» tominatyd b>- aa apee. inner aisle» of equal kn^h witb the navr; a south 
aide traasepe protecong bom the inner aisle and the conscqnent «bortened lengtb of the 
onter aiaie. Soppoan^ tbe plan to havr becn srmmetHcal — and the svimnetn of al) other 
parts knoam bron tbU assumptkm — wc feef «ititJed to envisaifc a wrespoodmg aisle 
tnaae^o tbe north and a shottened north aisfe. Tbe ditncnsioiw. rertmstmrted witbin 
tbe meriubie maigins of error, aie based on the arcbaeologkal and graphk evidenee disenissed 
abore. TV prunan- eiemesits pivaj are tbe foandation walls and tbose of tbe reang walls 
wbicb anr dtber priewrved or can be detennined by medieval walls surviving and rising appa- 
nwly strabtbt om ibdr Coosuntinian predecessors: the aisle waBs nonh and south» tbe 
apse cW as defenniDed by tbe cast face of the Coostantinian span Wall, which in trnn Unes 
intb boib tbe entrance to tbe nincteenth centnn cbancel and tbe inner face of the West 
t«B medieval transept *; finaDy. the position of tbe inner fa^ade of tbe navT. inarked 

» u is by tbe medieval gable seen in the roof space. wbich cannot but coindde witb the inner 
Wall». LiJtewise. tbe known tbi, kness« of the rising walb enter into the 
^walls m- •. and the upper walls of the nav^. i.ro m. or shghUy 

, ^ diameter of tbe nave colnmns as known from Borromini s pJan IT \2 174 

tnamphal arch. ftom the Bcrlin elevation and from 

utt canui in^meat loaod in 195^ V 

The lagth the inner fafade to the apse cbord. based oo these data at present mea- 
^iTSrLr^tr^ !r^ when the apse is inclnded: but its depth can 

»» 090 m. thick. the apse at foandation level 7.90 m. decp 
tbe thscfawm of its waD nsing from a foundation. :.34 m. strong. can be cZ2iTL 

/oundadons. i.io m. as against 

*«*d the dear deoth of rhe ^ ^ Foundation Would be a42 m. roughly. 

- 7-90 ^ CV4. =) m. The total clearlength of tJ^e 
the ap« of the apse vvould thus be 99.76 m. («7., R. ft) 

«F 90.55 m-: the West 

to tbe ea« of tbe '** P«>bably stands 0.80 m. 

«« 0/tbe conespondmg lace <rf the span walL The rising end of the aisl^^ 


o.8<-o. 83 nv tluck. presumablv is tel back on eithrr side 0.47-0-48 m. bom the lopiuidatkio wali- 
Hence the deax kngtb ol the uiner aisie is ; (<>0.55-0.80 = 1 89.75 ni. 0.48 — <>0.25 m.. 506 
R- It. On Bomnninr* pUn IT AZ 374. the coTrr s pooding distanre trom ihe (acade to the vrest 
waD of the medieval transept (it sits <m the westem edge ralher than on the renlcr Une ol il»c 
Coostantinian foonilation. see pL II scaks 404 fmim$ (<>010 m.). very rVnc to the <>0.23 ro. 
measumi at present. 

The leogth of the shortened outer aisfe* has been cakulated as foUows by Iholessoi Malmsttom; 

Distance Irom the faeade vraU to the «astem transept waH measured as 74.23 m. near 
to the axis of the churrb. 

Distanre from the fa^de Wall to the aisfe transept WaD; this distance equafe Ihe distance 
bom the iacade to the medieval transept Wall (74-»3 «»-) P*“» “»* theocetkal dhstance 
between the east face of the transept wall and the east lace ol the originat Constantinian 
side transept Wall (0.65 m.). This theoretical distance is determined by acMing the 
thickne» of the medieval transept waD (i.oo m.) and the <listance between it and 
Ihe West face of the Constantinian (oundatioo (i-oo ro-). and then sobtracting the dis¬ 
tance between the West face of the fouiulation and the east face ol tbe original Om- 
stantinian aisle transept nsing wall {1-35 m-)' i- «•. t-oo n»- •**» *■ J5 »»»• equals o.b5 m. 

Thus the total lenglh of the Constantinian outer south aisfe* from the faca<k to the 
wall of tbe aisk transept was 74.88 m. 

The mcasurements of the south aisle transept are known only at (oundation teveli 8.05 m. 
depth and io.90 m- width- .'Vssuming the customary setbacks of tbe rising walls proportionate 
to the strength of the bearing fbundation walls — they are, one recalls. 1.70 m. east and 
West and 2-00 m- south the efear width above ground would have been roughly 11.45 m.. 
the ciear depth 8-93 m-. close to 30 R. ft. 

The char width of the entire chureh. nave and aislcs combined. measures today 53.73 m., 
including the waUs of both outer aisfes it is 55.38 m. On Borromini s plan IT AZ 374 the 
lattcr distance scalcs 257 fkilmi (57-31 m.). Tbe discrepancy i* caused m part by Borromim s 
making the aisle WaDs 5 fmimi (i-ii m.) thick instead the comet figure a82-o.83 m-. however, 
the ciear width, scaled on the plan, 246 fiaim* (54-85 t®*) »* 5 (l-ia n»-) oli the 

tnie ineasurement and for this wc have no explanation. .Xssuming our measuretnent to be 
correct. the width of the outer aisfes above ground, as scafed from Borromini s survey». is 34*2 
p4iJmi (7.69 m. or 26 R. ft-). Tite inn» aislcs scale 34 ptlmi (7-58 m-. 251, R. It.). But. 
as pointed out by Professor Malmstiom. this measuretnent requires adjustmeot- It is brtng 
takcn from the dividing arcade to the outer face of the medieval nave wall. and the width 
of that wall corresponded to that of the octagonal piers, 7^2 M*** ralher than to that 
of the original culumns with a diameter of 4tj - 3 pairni- Hence, it^ - i‘2 P^"** t 33 
must be added to the 34 palmi measured by Borromini and the width ol the inner aisfe 
originally would have been 7-94 m-. bringing the total ckise to 27 R- ft- Cotxcspondmgly. 
the ciear widtli of ibe Constantinian nave, given its thinner walls. must have exceeded by 
3 palmi (0-67 m.) that of the meiiieval nave, hence, 0.67 tn- added to the 81 ^wi» (18-06 tn.) 
measured by Borromini on IT AZ 374, give a ciear width of 18.73 «n- R- ft-) loc the 

Constantinian nave- The total width of both aisles, including the thicknes» of the dividing 
wall. 0.78 m. or 31, pai"*i. would originally have been 73*2 M»» li «*-39 »®* 55 ’'i R- 

The apse. finali}', along its chord in the Constantinian building would have been as wide as 
the thirteenth centuiy apse which succeeded it; it scales 70 palmn (15-61 m.) on Borromiras 
plan. and 15.50 m. on Busiri-Vki s. It cannot be measured direcUy in the foundations and 
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tbc srtbark of tj» uaJI rising Imm the /ouniiati<>ti fddes oat twards Ihc <<}>nn((ifi£ Hnwcvcr, 
«ivw» an tbf eiidcnce, inrluding tbc dinUnce ia thc foumlation*. 13.jo m-. wliprc they caa be 
«resn. 4.3« m. «i-wl oi the openin*:. the corrcrl fiirure oughf fo bc near 15.60 m. (53 K. ft). 

Mhen the overaii mworeincnts in pJan—abo\T ground ratlirr th.in in tlie fotindations—of 
the laferan baaihca are comparol with those of Old St. Peters, what appear to be ciear paraJ- 
Ms are let-ealed. Major roea-sureinciits of St. Peter s more often than not relate lo those 
of the rmailcT cfaorch at the Lateran in a ratio of or near 6:5. Where at the Lateran the 
ciear Jen^ of the iuvt from the inner fa^ade wall to the chord of the apse waa jo6 R. ft.. 
at Sr. Peter i the ciear len^h of the naee plus the depth of thc transept is sli^hliy over 360 
R. ft. The width of thc two apses is 53 as a^inst 60 K. ft., 5 to 5.7. Corrtspondingly, the 
ffcar nidth of thc nave and aisJes is 180 R. ft. at the I.ateran and 212 R. ft. at St. Pelers. 
in a ratki just bdow 5.-6. Tlie ciear width of both .aisles «»mbjned. is 35 K. ft. .at the Lateran 
aa co n t p ar c d tfith 6j R. ft. at St- Peter s; and lite widfh of the nave, 63 as against 80 R. ft.. 
again relate to each other in an apitroximalc ratio of 3; 6. 

Fcvi- of thc distances mcasiircd above gronnd or scaled on Borromini s plan can be conver- 
icd into round figures of Koinan feet and even Icss into moduli which multiplied would resuit 
in s»ch ronnd figures. At founflation levcl, on the other hand, such figures are easily obtai- 
ned. The length. for instanec. can be caJrulated as foUovrs; depth of apse at foundation levcl. 
measured frooi thc chord waH, 7.90 m.. thickness of chord waU. ago m., distanec from thc 
chord Wall to and inchiding the spur waJl foundations projccting from the fa?ade, ca. 95.75 
m. If the length of the spur walls and the thicknes.s of the fa?ade foundations are dcducted 
from this fiffure. the ciear Icngth of the church at foundation level results. The spur walls 
are roughly 4.20 m- hng: the lotal length can be obtained onJy by adding to the ciear combined 
length at fonndaiion level of thc apse and chord uall. 8.80 ni-. that of the nave, and transept 
measured ui the roof spaces - 74.23 m. and 15.95 m. respectivcly and deducting from the 
totaJ. 98.98 m.. the presumahie inward projection of thc facade foundation'. Tlie Utter was 
pret^bly 2.00 m. thick as against c«. t.io m. for the rising wall, analogous to the thickness 
1 ^ “PP-r mve walls. The projection thus would have been 0.45 m. and the totaJ ciear 
in the foundations from the fajade lo thc apex of thc apse ca. 98.53 m- Tliis figure 
corresponds exactiy to 33J'3 K. ft., one tlurd of a thousand fect. and presumably a 

f ^ m.). Thus. althmS 

an odd fj^e, 3031, R. ft. for the Icngth of the nave, tl«r builders retained it. 
Measu^ments, then, were apparently taken at foundation levcl, starting from distances 
Tw" Foundation walls as planned when the Irenches were dug (fig. 78). 

measurements i„ the foundations. Tl.e d ^ 

7 rr. -- ^.10 wau m the founJ^;:o:;“ 

betwccn foundation vvalls - but 
M mugUy 7.00 m. -, of thc two inner aisles and of the 


arrived at by a.ldmg tlie clcar WKlth of thc two outcr 
we can oniy approximate that widtb as rougiily 7 00 m 

iZ,' .S” .t «"-1.1.- 


the nave wkhh anH i. ^ m.; 18.40 m, 

U*hed. it was dividcd il the -PP^‘^ntly was the basic measure. Once estab- 

both including the tridtlw of tlTT"^"! huilding; a division, with distances 

he WKlth., of the foundation trenches and taken between their center lines. 


••fcwarit hmt 
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Thii» thc widlb from the outcr e«lge of thc outcr loimdation wull lo the outcr rdge of thc 
the nave Wall is on cither side close to <k. R. ft. (17.73 n,.). It L, c.nniH«ie.l of the wultli 
of the outcr foundation wall. 1.70 m., of thc outcr aUle, ca. 7.00 m.; of the inner aisle. 7.13 
m.. and of the foundation «Tiarating the aisles. 1.70 m. Thus it amounts to 17.53 m. Sub- 
dividcd again. thc outer aisle from the outcr edge of its outcr foundation tren. h lo the outer 
edge of the trcnch separating the aisles comes to 8.70 m.. that of the ,nncr aidc from the same 
outcr edge of the separating trench to the nave foundation waU to «.83 m.; Iwth figures 
coirespond to 30 R. ft. or 8.86 m. This left for the nave, including its iwo (uundation walls 
1S.40 m. ciear distanee. plus twire 1.70 m.. totalling 21.80 m.; an odd figure approaching 73 
R ft., 21.58 m. I.ike the ciear length of the nave, its width was apparently aoepterl as what 
w-as Icft over, once the envcloping element,. aisles and aps*. had l>ecii worked out with 
thc basic modulus of *birty Koinan fect. Kven 
the Icngth of thc outer aisles plus tlie depth 
of the aisle transept including the separating 
Wall fits into the System: tlie component 
parts, length of inner aisle, tltickness of 
foundation wall and depth of aisle transept, 

74.23 m. 4- 1.70 m. -(- 8.05 m.. .amounts to 
83.98 m-, 284 R. ft. close to nine and one 
half moduli of thirty fcet. 

Archacological. graphic and descriptive 
evidenee coincide regarding the numbers and 
position of the cohimns, which supporter! the 
arcades hetween the inner and outer aisles 
on the north and South, and the dimensions 
of the intercolumniations (pl. I; fig. 6g, above). 

There were twenty-one columns on either side 
and correspondingly 22 intercolumniations. 
ending at the east wall of the aisle transepts. 

The column shafts of verde anfteo were 3.50 
m., or 16 p,Umi (3.56 m.) high. to take 
Kasponi s figure. wnth a diameter of 2 palmi 
(0.44 m. or iij R. ft.). Details wiU be 
discussed later. The dLstance can be scaled 
on rkuTomini s plan and on his elevation of 
the div-iding arcade: betwcen 15 and 15 
palmi (3.35-3.45 m. or ca. nij K. ft.) from 
column axis to column axis; and I2-I2> j palmi 
clcar span of the arches (2.67-2.80 m. or 9 R. (t.). 

The radius calculated formerly as 1.10-1.20 ni. 
from thc scanty remains of the arcade springing found in 1934 ha., been correttpondingly 
corrected into ca* 1.35 m. or slightly nujrc. Tlie westernmost intercolumniation ol the arcade 
clos«t to the medieval transept waU and thus carried to thc West by the brick lialf-r olumn 
apphed to and integral with tltat waU. was shorter, c«. palmi (2.11 m.) ciear span OriginaUy. 
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\vidr as tlif oihers and sprung possibly from a 
Indr-ed, the lising wall of thc aisle 




Ikw-csTT. that lait arch wuid has-e bccn 

or nilastff on the WiU o( the aislc transrpt. 

jadgr bv tbp sitwHion at thc cf.rrcsponclmg point «)Uth‘. wmld havc ns*-ti 
of thc iioc of thc mcdics-al tianscpl waU. Tf.us thc original dcar span of thc 
last archv.T«.W hasT h«n «. 3.7U m., likc the othcr archcs «f thc arcadc. 

Of thc nave *upports in Borromini s time, «fteen on c.l.cr sidc. thc majonty xr«c brirlc 
pi,.r> of latc medirs-J date Only mx of thc original <o]umns survived near thc fa«;adc and 
wo of thesc wvre haJf cricascd in later l.rick piers. Txvo tongiic p.ers tcrminatcd the onginal 
coJoonadc. projccting ftx>m ti.c fatade: they are Con.stantinian, as witncss llic brickxvork of the 
thc onc prescn^cii in part to the north. and tvere n palmi long (4-00 m. or 16'.. R ft.)‘. 
A« first noicd by Pnifcssor MaJnutrom. coJumns and octagonal piers do not havc the samc 
^tances from one another- Of the four frecstanding eolimins then surxiving, the first two to 
thc South gixT. wc presiraie. the original dUiancc of the columns. betWecn 17 and 18 palmi 
(3.79-4.01 m. or I3-13*2 R- f« ). from center to center of the columns. The same intcraxial distance 
obtains bctweeri thc ft^h and fifth columns on the north. the latter cncased in a brirk pier; 
and fonrfold .and fix-efold respectivejy. from the first columns on either side to the fourth 
and fifth. both enguJfcd by mediex-al piers. Given thc diameter of the columns. i.io m.. 
the span from column to coluinn must ha\x been hetxveen 2.69 m. and 2.91 m. (betxveen 9 
and IO R. ft.). The piers, on tlic other hand, starting with the sixth .support on either $ide. 
cDunting from tlie fa^ade, are placed at distances somewhat greater than those of the columns; 
mea.siired intcraxiaOy both on Borrominis plan and in his nave elevation. their distances 
resuit in e*. iStj-ig pa/mi m.). Hcncc thc piers did iiot occupy exactly thc sites 

of the former columns. In the Conslaiitiriian church sixteen. in.stead of fiftccn supports, would 
have ocniptetl the length of the naw from the fa^ade to the transept. However, in Constan¬ 
tine's basilica the nave, one recalU, xvas carried acros.s the area occupicd by thc medieval 
transept to the springing of the apse; a tota! Icngth of 89.20 m-, somcwhat inore tlian 300 
R. ft. To cakulate tlie number of columns orjgin.a]ly fl.tnking the nave on either side, we must 
dedoet from the total Icngth of 89.20 m.. thc lengths of both thc tongue pier which projcctcd 
n the fafade and of a corresponding pier wliicli jutted out at the opposite end of the co- 
kainadc, each 4.90 m. long. The a.s.sumption of surh an end pier U justified on grounds both 
of .staties and of symnietry and by the placing of the inscription of Sergius M I on parietes, 
«rall-like piers near the apse*. \\’e thus arrive at S9.20 m., Icss twicc 4.90 m., equal to 79.40 m. 

intercolumiuaticms with twenty columns. based on the minimum interaxial columnar distances 
measured on thc pJan. 17 palmi (3.79 m. or just Icss than 13 K. ft.) seems to us Icss likely. 

Lntil Borroimni s time tliree doorwaj^s led into thc nave, hut none opeiicd into any of 
tlie four aisles. The jambs of all three openings Wcre splaj-ed inward thus causing thc inner 
frames to bc wider than those outside: 15 palmi as against c«. 12*3 palmi (3.34 m. a.s 
against 2.78 ra-l for tlie center door; ii palmt as against 7IJ palmi (2.45 in. as against 1.67 m.) 
for the fUnking doors. The spLiying of the janibs as well as the profiles of the frames, 
as shwn on B.^rromini > wrvey plan IT M 373, suggest medieval rcmodclling of the door- 
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ways. Hosvever, thc fact that they wcre conlined to thc nave suggests Early Christiaii origin; 
medieval churches in Rome :ix a rule liave door» luitli in the nave and in the aisle». Hcnre 
the three doors may wcll be Constantinian in plan. St. Hctcr's, too. seems to have tieen plan- 
ned from the outset with three doors in thc nave only. Onc rniglil. however. lonsider as an 
alternati ve that the three doors at thc Latcran (and at St. Peter'») tnok thc place in the lifih 
century of an open an aded fa^'adr sncli as was frrijuerit in Roinan < liiir« h pians from Constiin- 
tinian times into the fifth century: 5». Sehasliano, S. riemente, SS. (iiovaniii c Paol», S. Vi¬ 
tale provide examples). In iu serond phase in the seronil quarter of the fifth century, S. Piotro 
in Vincoli shows the closing of the arcaded fayade and the insertion of a door. Yet this 
aftemative solutinn can he propnsed for the l.ater:in basilica only as .1 hj-pothesis. 

2. Elevation and sections 

.\n attempt at reconstructing the elevation and sections of the Constantinian basilica must 
start from thc three preserved fragments of the oiiter aisle walU, previously discussed: one 
cach north and south, hotli close to thc transept. the former cuntainiiig a windoxv aml pari 
of a side door, the latter containing the springing of a windoxS' arch. It must also takc into 
consideration thc original level of the Constantinian pavement. rougidy 25 cm. or not <|uitc 
one K. ft. below the prcsenl nave floor. The fragment of thc wall to the north is visible to 
a hcight of 7.60 m., that to the south stands 8.50 m. above present nave level and therefore 
ea. 8.75 m. above the Constantinian pavement; we assume it to have terminated slightly 
above that point, 30 K. ft. (8.86 m.) high. Of the windoxvs. thc one on the north ad- 
joining the transept is sufficiently well preservetL starting 14 R. ft. (4.15 m.) from the preMMiI, 
and thus 15 R. ft. from thc Constantinian level, it was 5^ K. ft. (i.fio m.) wdile and 10 R. ft. 
{z.95 m.) high to the apex of thc arch. The apex of its voiissoir, 0.45 m. furlher up. mu.st 
havc risen 7.75 m. from the Constantinian le%’el and ea. 1.13 m. below the eavet Une. The 
window to the south .ipparenily sat highcr up in the aisle wall; its voussoir rose to 8.65 m. 
from the Constantinian level and tlius almost touched thc caves line, probably only 0.21 m- 
above; the nTndow. provided it had the samc proportions as its rounterpart to the north, sVj 
by IO R. ft. clcar width and height, must havc starteii 4.90 m. from the present and thus 
ea. 5.15 m. (17^2 R. It.) from Constantinian floor level. \S’e have no expUnation (or the 
differencc cxccpt perh.ips to assume different building crews working north and south. 

The interior elevation of thc aLslcs results from the known height of the outer aisle wall, 
30 R. ft. originally, and tlie dimcn.sions of the aisle arcade a» surveyed by Borrumini in sec- 
tion and in elevation. Thesc data are suppteniented by the fragment of one of tlie arch span- 
drels and by the rneasurements of the surviviiig verie antico culumn shafts, which are 3.50 
m. and 3.52 m. high, not quite 12 R- (l.; thc figure is confirmed by Rasponi s measureinent, 
16 palmi (3-568 m.)'. Elevation and transverse sections as surveyed by Burromini (figs. 68, f>q| 
proridc further details. The columns, rising from pedcstals with rlassically profilrd (ootings 
and tops. reached a total height of ca. 18 R. (t. (5.32 m.) above the Constantinian pavement. 
including plintlis, bases and composite capitals*. By Borromini s time the (ooting of the 
pedcstals was thus prcsumably buried some 25 cm. The arches sprang from small cyma-curved 
impost blocks at a level of 5.60 m. (19 R. ft.) and. given their span. ca- 2.66-2.80 m. {9 K. ft-), 
rose to a height of ca. 7.00 m. (23t j R. ft.) from Constantinian level. their voussoirs to ca. 
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25 K. ft. 


I. above the prcwnt floor. 
At that Irvel it mcl lln; 


J-rom thc arches a waU rose hare »0 a hcigl.t of c«. 12-70 11 

• 1. h /toii-n on tiie arrarfe- tlieir ajwx rcacliwl tlic level of ftf. 8-75 »"• **-)• 

rh^LogThi^height o/ tfie outer as well <fig. 69). Cortcomi.antly. thc brarkrts d^igned 
to rc eive thc cros^bcao.s of the outcr aisie wcre inserted at thc Icvcl of thc " ‘^c «hcv.ng 

arctes. Ag=.in. concspondingly. fhe inedieval rrossbcams of thc inner aislc vsere levcl W1Ih the 
top of the bate arcade «-all. 44 K- ft. from the Constantirtian pavement. whde thc medieval 
raLr holcs nf thc inner ai.de on thc nave ivali were r«. 17.20 m- (58 R. «•> ab«>-c the 
Coiistantiniai) naw and aisic floor levei. , .* 

The rwf over the tiw imrth aides in Borromini s transverse sertion was mcdicvaJ, a» wit- 
ness its fraces scen fo thts day in the cast Wall of fhe medieval transept. The question is 
whether fhe Constantinian roof. too. rontinued acnoss both aislcs. Tliis inay have been thc 
case- Hmvever. Gagliardi s inferior view at S. Martino ai Monti - a visual rcconslrnction of the 
Constantinian church - shotvs the inner aisle rising above the roof of tJie onte.r onc and Ut by 
setniciiviilar clercstory Windows placcd in flie upper part of tlie arcade waJl bctwccn the aislcs 
Indeed. in Borrominis tran.sversc scctiun (fig. 68) onc secs at this ver>’ point a 
stretfh of tnasonry scalingea. 7V» M"» «r 5^2 «• R-)- This stretrh admits alteriiative 

interpretations. It may mark the bnttress. an interpretation siipportcd by thc fact that thc 
scction is t.aken througli the westcrnmost bay of the aislcs, rcbuilt in the Middle -Ages, and 
thereforc cxcluding .surh a window. If thi.s was thc original arTangement, the Constantinian 
basilica wouid have carricd a sloping roof jointly covcriiig both aisles, just likc thc medieval 
roof Borromini saw. This is a possibility, but it poses sewral difficulties. Gagliardi s view shows 
a liigh intict aisle, Iit by scmirircular Windows, and Gagliardi, as pointed out previously, miHt 
have been advised bv soineone with a sonnd knowlcdge of thc old building, possibly Borromi¬ 
ni Jiimsclf- In accepting this altemative. then, onc wouid have to assutne tJiat Borromini's 
transverse scction was taken a hayoneUe and that Borromini cut tbrough the uutcr aisle at a 
point further east, where trares of such a windotl' could stili have survived. and only then 
stvitr.hrd to thc westcrnmost bay; his assistant did somctliing similar whctt sliifting Irom the 
outcr to the inner aisle in drawing the elevation of thc aislc arcade with three rows of brack- 
ets and rafter holcs-- No such tracc, to bc sure. Wouid shoW on Borromini’s elevation drawing 
of thc outcr aislc Wall, IT .\Z 387 {fig. 67), sincc it was done after the new window zonc of 
the inner aislc had becn built*. On thc other hand, in choosing the first altemative, the com- 
mon roof over both aislcs, onc is confronted with another dileinma: Gagliardi and liis advisor 
either inveutcd thc scgmcntal Windows out of whole cloth. or elsc he transferred fhem from 
BorromiiWs iicw building to his rcconstnicted view of thc old onc. VVc Icavc the question 
open at tliis point; but we shall return to it momcntarily after discussing the elevation of the 
original nave colonnade*. 

The nave colonn.rde, indeed. can bc cnvi.saged with precision- Some of its r.olumns remain- 
ed standing near the fafadc in thc sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; they wcre nuted by 
Panvinio. Ugonio and Rasponi and were entered by norromini and Kainaldi on their pians IT AZ 
374 and 373. Tficir diameter,scales on these surve>'s at ca. 5 palmi (i.io m. or 3';, K- ft.) 
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and the fragment of a red granite shait of just that diameter was (,mnd in oiir exravation 
campaigii m iqsq. in thc transepi area where, in thc medieval rcbuilding, ihe <,r,gi„«l nave 
rolonnade feli vi< tim to thc conslriirtion of the nrw transept. The same diameter and matcnal 
arc cncoimtercd in tte two column» which, sincr 1402 have .arried the irlumphal airh ‘ 
Thus we proposc that Ihcy were rcmovcl from thc original nave rolonnade whrn Ite nave wo» 
rebuiit with octagonal brick piers*. and were reiued. alter lying obout for a rentury; «r that 

Bome colurnus were repla 
ceti by piers only in tlic 
(iiteenih rruliiry *. 11,^ 

rneasurrd heighi of these 
rolumns, in.luding plinth. 
hanc and capital, is ti.07 
m. (or thc Miiilh column, 
and this is npproxlmalely 
thc mrnsurement sralrd 
oK on the norlh lolutim 
on Borrominis elevation 
in IVrlin (llg. {,j), 4,, 

(10.1)3 m., 37 K. It.). The 
bases, AI tir helow the south 
column and 0.51 m. hlgh, 
inrltiding the plinth, Ionie 
bclow thc iiortii •idiimii 
and, plinth imludrd, 0.4(1 
m. high, appear Io te si>olls; 
the capitiiU, both r.io m. 
high, composite and (estoon- 
«1 with swagi. dale pot- 
slbly from tite late lilteentli 
ceniury. But in onr con¬ 
texi this is Iras relevant 
thaii the height o( the 
shalts, r).4(i m. south, and 
<).4U ni. north, figures sup- 
porlrd by the Berlin drsw 
ing where the iiortii shult 
scales 9.44 ,n. The ratio of diameter to Icngth, almost 1:9, ii rcttwrkably slcmler. and 
indeed, Rasponi noted the " unusual slitnness " of Ihe coliimns, " ...in^„la/a^ protttUaii,... ', 
1’anvinio» rcinark that the coluinns wcre sioul. "cra*»i ' is of roiirsc e«iually true, ma<k 
a-s it was. in thc context of the very high walls "...«/fissimi panett*..." they carricd*. If tte 
columns. then. bclonged to the original nave rolonnade, thc latter wouid have risen. Irases. 
pluiths and capitals indudi-d. r«. u m. from the original nave (luor. Very pistsibly, luwever, 
the tliirty-eight original columns differcd in materiai and si*c, and Ihe .apitab in 
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capieaU. wliethcr compoji c. arrhitnivc. Thia level in Ihe I.atcrHn basilica 

havc bixn at the (roi^lilv 37 K. ft.) from the Con.tanfinian p.ivcment, 

cannot ha^-c b^n «ban ^ The long end pior 

one half foot l«s than i « ^ ^ jn^orporatcs 

;:r“r- t 

Rasponi and Pannnio both state llut the columns carried an entahiature, 
med^arcade and its brick piers, it remained ,« „/*t near the fa^ade logether vv.th the 
remo-uning columna, "...patuit (.«^- columms: elscv.-here " .. .jfualluor ) ad,mdum exccpt^> 
efnuL xup^T eisdem int.cU, Possibly the end of the entablature stiU survives, 

inserVed into the weanvard end of the pier terminating the north colonnade, whirh remain» 
walled up in the Thaddeus pier; but it is liidden, if indeed it cxists. and We can only osli- 
mate the hcight of the entablature. On the olher haiid the reconstruction of the nav-c colon¬ 
nade and of its entablature links up with that of the aisles in the Constantinian basilica, 
as outiined before. As surveycd by Borromini, the inner aisle up to the crossbeams was 
57 patmt. that is 12.70 m. high from the present and thereforc close to 13.00 m. from the 
Constantinian pavcment; a leveJ delermined by the height of the outer aisle Wall and the 
iipu'ard siopc of the roof. a6.8 degrecs, over that aisle. Tlie brackets carr>'ing the crossbeams 
of the inner aisle must ha\'e becn inserted into the masonry of the nave Wall. Since they are 
unlikeJy to have been plarcd directly on top of the stone beams of the entablature. they wcre 
prohably set into the Wall at least one and possibly several feet higher up. Tlieir bottom level, 
12.80 m. from the Constantinian pavcment, therefore limits the height of the entablature. Given 
the lieight of the nave colonnade, ii.oo m., the entablature in Diis reconstruction would have 
a maximum height of not more than 1.70 m., and more likcly less than 1.50 m. This scems to us 
too low and therefore too weak an entablature to support the weight of the upper nave walls, 

" altiifimi paheUs' *. Possibly the Laterans builders took that risk. If so, the hcight of the 
inner aisle, as sur>'eyed by Borromini, would have to be acceptcd as Constantinian. and its 
Windows, as shown by Gagliardi, must be eliminatcd. 

To us a different reconstruction seems more likely. The entablature of the nave colonnade, 
it seems to us, must have been heavier and therefore it must have been higher th.an 1.50 m. 
or even less, The entablature at St. Peter's was "... probably no lower than ea. 2.30 m. 
and no higher than ea. 2.80 m.... " VVe assume a comparable height for the entablature 
at the Lateran. 2.50 m. or thereabouts (and therewith revise the figure I.30-I.50 m. 
erroneously proposed some years ago*). Added to the height of the columns, 11 m. or 37 R. ft., 
an entablature 2.50 m. or over 8 K. ft. high would have its top surface more tlian 13.00 m. 
and as much as 13.50 m. from the Constantinian pavcment, somewherc between 42^/2 and 
46 K. ft. Given the span of tlie intercolumniations, 13^ R. ft. interaxiai, and the weight of 
the upper wall bearing demn, rclieving arches incorporatwl into the nave Wall would presum- 
ably have s|>rung from the entablature, as customary from antiquity through the Middle 
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Ag^ in Home; wi.nes* S. Maria Maggiorc in the f.fth, S. Prassede in the ,dn.|. an.l ,he nav, 
of S. Loren/o f |. m. in Ihc twelfih ccnlury'. At the laitrran. suri, rclieving «nhes if ,emi 
circular, would have nsen prcsurnably sV» ■ b R, (t. from the cntablaturc-the ciear «,‘iu of 
tntcrcolumniation halved, 4 H. (t. plu.s - 2 U. ft. width of tUe voussolr. rsUUed 

xT. •«»'“ '«•->• < nuld have risen higher stili 7 „y 

8 K. ft. The apex of the arches, then, could lu,ve reaclud a level between 40 and sa u 
If the top of the entablature rose 43I, . 40 R. (t. from the Constant.,.ian level. the inner 
aisle too. muHl have n«-n h.gher than 13.00 m.. 43)4 R. ft,. as measured by Borromini. The 
brackets carrymg rrc«sbeams are likely to have been set in the nave wall somo dlslanre .nbove 
the entablature. Judging by the few buildings wlicru sucli distaiices can be estahlished S. Pris- 
aede for instance. yh R. ft. woul.l not seem too mucli. Thus they mighl well have Iwcn in¬ 
serted level with the api,es of fhe relieving arches whkh, extending through the Ihicknew 
of fhe nave wall, nm- from the entablature of ll,e nave colonnade 50 U. ft. or more from Coi,, 
stantiman flwr level. (Suci, an airangement, it seems. would have been customary when the 
Lateran ba.s,l,ca was built; . orrespondingly the bra. kcts for the Infama cros.lng the «uter aisle 
were inserted level with the lops ol the relieving arches.) Conse,piently. the inner aisle in the 
Constantinian hasihca would have risen to at least 50 R. ||. (i.j.84, m.) or more likelv somcwhat 
higher. Its outer upj.er wall, rising as it .Ud from the arrade between the two «isles must have 
protruded it seems to us, above the roof «f the lower. outer aisle (fig. 7^). He„ce, thai protruding 
upper Wall wouhl presumaldy have becn pierccl by Windows, us they ajipenr in GagliariWs 
interior view (fig. 77). The streteh of brickwork shown in Borrominis transverse section 
of the aislcs at that point (fig, 68) represents in our opinlon the soffll of siirh a window, 
How-ever. even if this streteh were meant to mark the butlress of tlic merlieval tramsept» 
t e ag urdi view together with the heights calculated for fhe nave colonnade an<l its entablature 
indicate that the height of the Constantinian inner aisle was greater than that surveycd bv 
Borromini. ^ ^ 

A final argument supports the reconstruction of an inner aisle protruding above Ihe roof 
of fhe outer aisle. As «l>.Herved by Professor Malinstrom», H.-em,skcrck's interior view (lig. 75) 
shows that the arch opening from the tran.se|>t into tlm inner aisle was iimch higluir 
t n its counterpart leading to the outer aisle. f)n Borrominis transverse section IT AZ 281 
(fig. 68), Its apex scales 55 />almt (12.26 m-. 41 1 /^ R, ft.) from the Constantinian floor. As 
late as the thirtccnfh century, when the transept was built. it was apparently necessary for 1 .c 
arth to be adjusted to the greater lieight of Ihc adjoiiiing inner aisle; an aisle therefore pre- 
sumably provided with a lighting zonc of its own. Apparently in a later medieval remodei 
ling, poB.»ibly after the fire of 1361, fhe inner aisle was lowered .iml lost the Windows by which 
It wa.*, originally Ut. 

riie niimber, shape and size of these Windows, however, remain in some doiibt. (iagliardi s 
frcsco at S. Martino ai Monti shows one over each bay of the aisle arcade. semicircular and 
nearly as wide os the span of the arches in that arcade (fig. 77). The spatidreU between tlie 
Windows as a ri-sult are un,oininringly narrovv. l»resumably, then. the Windows were not 
quite 80 wide and not so close together. The soffit ol a window as in Borromini s transverse 
section ITAZ 381 (fig. 68) —it siirmounts, we think, the wall rising from the arcade between 
the aislcs anii protrudes above the roof of the lower aisle scales 8 paimi (1.78 m.. 6 R. ft.) 
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high. Thm the windcnw couid not possibJy h-ive becn semiV-ircular; flioir boltom \vidth. 12 
R. ft.. w-ould have cquallctl the intcraxiaJ spun of thc bays in thc siipportinfj arradc. The 
Windows, then. must have lieen ronsidcrably riairower, thoiigh stili 6 R. /t. high. Perhaps, iike 
the srilted rrlicWng arches owr thc baj-s of thc arcade, they werc ir fialini, (2.45 ni.) or slightiy 
over S K- ft. widc, 8 fia/mt or 6 R. ft. high. If so, their hciglit plus that of their voussoirs, 
0.45 m., pronde a clue for the height of thc waJl into which thc Windows were sct and flius for 
the height of thc raised inner aisle in the (ionstantinian basilica. The window plus its voussoirs 
wnuid have risen yt* R. ft. over thc roof of the outer aisle; and a few brick courses, perliaps 
1 R. ft. high, placed owx the apc.x of thc voussoir would reach to the top of the Wall. Adding 



LZ r*. ^ by Borromini, 12.71 m. from 

of fh^ i^ Constantiniiin nave leveJ, briiigs the original height 

of the inner aisle to 52 R, ft. (fig. 79). ** ** 

uowIm '«‘h the nave elevatio,,’. A roof sloping 

Rft^lfr ^ ^ o/ the aisle including its outer xvaJJ, 381/^ palmi (8.58 m. or 29 

ftm ^ . T r “P- (t9-2o n,. 65 K. ft.^ 

fr om Constantuuan Hoo r Icvel. ThLs natura,ly is the minimutn height of\l x^.idow sili 

• Tb. .soe.,,. ^ ^ 


In the elerestory of the nave: ,5 R. 1,. or 4.43 m. leas than at St. Peter s. where the nave 
Windows started 80 R. ft. or 23-64 m. from the floor'. 

The diffeience, thoiigh. fits into the system of ratios, approximately 5 6. found in comparine 
thc meaMircments of tlie pians of thc I„ater:in with those of St. Petrr »». A» a workin* 
hx-pothesis we shall assume that the samc system of pro]Mirtions exteiids to the supersinir- 
turc, keepiiig in mind thc tentativr character of this assiimption. Procccding on thU hypothesis 
we takc height and width of the .ipse at St. Feter », ea. 75 and ho R. ,t. respectivrly a 

relationship of five to lour, the Uteran upse. l»ing 53 R. ft. wi.le, shouUl then have 

been jiist over frf> R. ft. high, biit thc prcvailing ratius of 5:6, l-ateriiii vs. St. Peter"» suggest 
a lowcr figure (or its height. nearer h2V, R. (t. The Utcran nave, given Ihe height „( ,hat 
at St. Poter 8, Ito R. (t., at the ratio of 5:6 would have been <jo R, ft. or slightiy highrr. 
famsequcntlv the height of thc elerestory from the silU of its Windows. (15 R, R. (rom (loor 
level, to the top of the nave WaU would be 25 R. It.; at St. Peler s this ilislanre is y, R. |t. 

A tniss roof, presiimably concealed or intendrd to be conceald by a (offered ceihng, \v„ul,l 
have spanned the nave, as custoinary in Constantinian momiincntal hiuhling. 

The number and size of the elerestory wind<»ws likcwisc can be suggestcd only tentallvely 
and in analugy with those at St. Petur'». If the Lalcraii elerestory slart,*,! 15 R. fi. hiwpr 

than that of St. IVter s and w.is 25 R. (t. high to the top of the nave wa». the s,*e of the 

Windows would have been proportionateiy less than at St. IVtcra. The Windows at St. Peter s 
were. We know. 4.91 m. by 3.23 m. (i6«, hy ii K. ft.|. At ihe ratio o( 5:0 the l ateran 
Windows inight have been 13'.', R. ft. high and, kerping the pro|Hiition of height to width, ua 3:2, 
they would have l>cen 9 R. ft. wide. As cuslomary over large arches, the vousuoirs would have 
been doubled and 0.90 in. high. The apex of the voussoirs thus Would hax-e risen to not iiuite 82 
R. (t. from nave level 65 plu» 13’., plus 3. This would leave H«/, R. It. to the top <i( the nave 
Wall, again relating to the comparable distance, loi, R. ft., at St. Ihler » al the projM,rtion j.b. 

The number of Windows, if calculated in analogy with St. IVter s where Windows Were plaretl 
only over every secuntl bay of tlic nave, would have been small at the Latcrui,; only ter», 
given the numher of twenty intercolumniations. Howcvcr, an even number of window» over 
an even yet twicc as large numher of intercoluiiiniations creates diffii ultie»; ihe iiiicraxial 
width of the intercolumniations. 13 or 13’j K. (t. al the Lateran, would iiuike tlie sirett lu» 
t)f Wall betweeii Ihe Windows r8 R- ft. long and tlius deprive the nave of a gwd deal of 
light. rittis one wnntlers whether perhaps in the Gmstaiilinian Lateran, a window opened over 
each intercolmnniation. a.s was tlie ra.se at S. Paulo seventy years, or at S. M.iria Maggiore a 
century later”. The window piers, to hc sure, at the l.ateran would l»c reduml tn ft;, U. (t.. 
exactly thc width of those at S. M.iria Maggiore; but, theii, the Windows therc were sinaller 
than they would have becn at the Lateran. We liad hest leave tlu: <iueslion in su.s]>eii»c. 

The apse, too, appaiently had Windows; a p.issage in the hiography c,( Lro 111 rcjKirls that 
he (itted the apse xvinduws with st.iined glass, ''.../enesiras de absida ex vitra divenit co/oribiiM 
decoravit aiifHe conclusit..." •. There is 110 rrason to deny their U-ing (.r.>slautiiuiin. the more 
so sinet* no major rebuilding campaign is ktiown frtun before the tenth century. Tlie uumlHrt 
arui shape of the apse Windows, on thc other hand, remain iiiiknovvn. Tliere may liave 
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COHWrS MSILICARVU CHBISTIAKABIM 


bwn four a» in thc lato Ihirteonth conturj- «ps* «• 
apso at St. Potor s buf thc .lueslion romaiiis opoti. 


the Latoran amJ in the Constantini.an 


Tho facado. obxion^lv. m.«t havo ha.l Indood. it Ius boon suRgcstod Ihat tho 

th«o hug. »nb« soon both in Dughofa paintirtg at Chat^vorth (%. 73) and .n tho r.M,n.lol 
fn,m tho Utoran baptistcry (fig- 74 ). antodating Borromini * * buildingcnmpa.gn. aro ConsUnt.nUn 
facado «indoios blo<ltod in a modioval romndolli.ig =■ Tho sonndings unJertalcon by Professor 
Hoffmann as far as «e can soo. have so far brought to ligl.i oniy mcdjoval rubble nxa.sonr>-. 
xrhother original or blocking. Nn waJI face, «-iiulow pier or jamb luas bocn roaclted in tho 
soiindings and no fonstanlinian masonry has bcen identificd- Tlm» the arohes might vvoU 
bo blind aroades of modioval date uith stepped frames such as almundod in modieval Home 
and as they seem fo l>e loprosentod in tho roundei at the Bapti5tcr>'-an element pointed out 
in a letter by Professor MaJmstrom. If. nonethclcss. Constanfinian Windows woro rcnosfed 
by ihoso arrjies. they wouid havo b«*n enormous - I»rofessor Hoffmann refers to the BasiJica 
.Vera Maxfntit — and much Jarger than those postulated in the rlerestory walls of the Ijiteran 
chuirh. As things stand. think it pnident to await further fnrtual data. 

Obsiouslv tho nutnbcr and sife of thc clerestory Windows and the oonsequent lighting of 
the navo is linked to the number and si*e of the aisie Windows. Those of thc inner aisle We have 
discussed. as far as possihle. and have presented our hj-pothesis; we think they werc stiltcd. 
quite large, closely .spaccd and provided abundant light for the inner aisle. In the outer 
aisle we need not be hypothetica] regarding the siae of the Windows. Topped by semicircutar 
arcbes. they were 10 R- ft- high. 5 K. ft. wide and started north 15 K- ft.. south 17Vi K. 
ft. above the naw floor; one each, is preserved north and south adjoining tlie east wall of t!«e 
transept. The apices of the Windows, aq R. ft- froni tlie present and ca. 2$ R. ft. fnim 
Ilie Constantinian floor. w'ere level witii tlie arches of thc aisle arrade. The number of Windows, 
tbough. and their distribution along thc Wall Ls hard to ascertain. No traces of Windows 
survive excepi the two at the Western end of each aisle—we have eliminatcd from the argument 
what we formerly believed to be traces of anotlier window in the north w'all, Ji.50 m. from 
the window in the northeast tower and thus «wresponding to the tenth column rather tlian to 
thc tenth aisJc arcade, a.s we then erroneously thought *. Borromini's survey of thc Wall, 
IT AZ 3S7. helps but little- Large parts are marked tHuroJaniico, but these reach 261/3 painti 
from the nave level and sometimes higher, occasionally to the eaves of tlie roof {figs. 67a, b). 
Throughout the drawing, then. the muri anlichi rise above thc sili line of the window preserved 
in the northeast tower, 14 R. ft. or xSfi pafnii above the present nave floor; noncthelcss 
no ancient window is marked- Obsiously they must have existed; but presumably they had 
becn blocked with medieval brickwork; or the Wall had been rebuilt in part in the Middlc 
Ages. Borromini in making his survey did not differentiate between Early Christian and 
medicsal remains; nor did he mark traces of Constantinian elements altered or blocked. 
Evierything older Uian his own construction was muro antico. Thus wc are throwTi back 
on Gagliardis fresco as our only source, keeping in mind its character as a reconstruction 
(fi«- 77 )- He shoH^s talJ round arched Windows. Iiigh above tho floor, tlieir apices higlicr than 
the capitals m the aisle arcade—not quite as high as they actually reached. But thc overall 


I 

i 





slupe is rorrert; im wonder, since the window in the northeast tower wa* iwcessihle In hiin and 
his advisor. The i|uestiuii whether a wiiulow correspotuled Io carh bay in the aisle arcade, as 
the freseo has it. inust remain unanswered. But wc do not consider it impossilile; ihc stretrh 
of Wall between two lurh Windows wouid be 4 R. ft., suffuient given the width of the 
Windows. 5 R. (t. 

The entranre part of Ihe basilica remains to he discussed. No arrhaeiitugical cvidenre points 
to the existence of an atrium ’ and the literary evidence is vagtie- lladrian l repaired the 
basilica together with its i|uadriportirus, atria and (onts. " . . . basUicam Salvatoris ... tuxia 
Laleranenst pairiarchio cum quadriporlicit suis airitsquc el /nutes. itU in tlie pbind and 
syntactically urranged to allow for relaling the quadrtportu hs and atna Io the palace ratlier 
tlian to the chiirrh'*. On tho othor hand. Sergius II (K44-H47) "... |>erfonned... excellent 
Work out.sidc tho tloors (of the basilica) by rendering visiblo to ali Ihe siwred tlirenholds 
formerly hidden to the pcople, by constructing arches from the ground which he also decnrated 
with paintings" The passage is obscure- No atrium is nientioned, but some kimi ol 
construction n])pcars to have risen in front o( thc cburch, biding the doors, und wus replai ed 
in the ninth ceniury by an arrade of sorts. 

The graphic evidence may permit a hypothesis. Vicws and surveys of tlie fa^ade starling 
with Horromini and hi» workshop. show the tenth century chai>el of St. Tbuma.» placed ludore 
the south end of the fa^ade and runtinued north by the tweifth century narthex, which leaned 
against the northeast rorner of the rliapel. In the east flank of the chapel, faring outside, 
the observer notcd a triple arcade on pier» and coliimns, then blorked, but originally opeii. 
The arcade seems to have predated the clupei and to have been reused when tliis wus built. 
Colini intorprots it Icntativoly as the remains of n ('«nstantinian atrium ‘. At Ihis poini, 
(hoiigh, the date of thc arcade can remain in suspense. At the same time, one reralls tlie two 
quarter-rross piers that inside the narthex projected from tlie fayade, in line with the nava 
culonnadtrs and their end piers. but siimmer than these: 6>/j as against Kl^ palmi, as it ap]>ears 
from Borromini's plan, IT AZ 374 (fig. 57). The pier to tlie north apparently rontinued as 
a Wall, but was broken off; in 1644 the one tu the south stili rontinued as the north Wall ol 
Sf. Thomas' Chapel. Finally, the respomb in the angles ol the (luarter-cruss piers suggest 
that they originally carried the springing of groin vaults. 

AII this is inysterious. But could one, as an hypothesis, envisage the lectangular space ile- 
lirniled by tlie fa^ade, the Walls continuing the projecting piers and the lourth. open side, as 
a propylon. vaulted and sheltering thc sacra hmina (fig. 80) ? If covered by a singlc groin 
vault, the room Wouid have risen high—Ihe vault alone to thirty feet, not «uunting |>erhaps 
as much for the suppurting members. At sixty feet its top wouid have been nearly level with 
thc silis of the clerestory Windows as proposed in our reconstniction. Allernatively there could 
have been three vaults running casi to west aiul—since there are no half piers Iretween thc 
nave doors—carricd by brackcts prnjerting from the walls. In either case tlie front uf the 
proPyloH could have been formed by a wall with arched entrances " hiding thc sacra hmiua". 
In the ninth century the propylon wouid have been replaced by an arc.adc, the remains of 
which survivccl in Ihe east flank of St. Thomass chapel. But all this is highly h>'pothctical 
and it is presented here purely for discussion- 
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3. Occoratlon 


o sum up Whaf little cari be sairl of thc rloAorafion aiiil the lit.irgical arrange- 

mcnis of Constantine s basilica at tlir Latcnin. , ^ a „ ii , , 

A f«v clues suggest wliat the dccoration of the interior must have lookcdlike. A small area 
of the nasT pavement. excavated in 1034 3«. k"»"" photograph: large rectangiihar 

plaoues of antico are framed bv strips of dark coloured inarble (fig. 49). It renuiuis 

unknou-n whether tfm ptecious floor in the nasv (and outside the sa/«)« spread to the aislcs 
u htJI or whether. as frequently in early Greck churches. the» subordinato parts were paved 
more simply. perhaps «ith mon.vhrome masaic or with hrick ttles; or whether the cliancci 
area wa* gi\-en an esm more precious pavement. 

The fastenitig hooks in the soffils and on the face of the one spandrel .swn-iving froni 
the ahde aicadcs, the impressions on its soffits of smaJlisJi plaque-s, and the thiti slabs of yellow 
marble found in 1934 near the spandrel, aJl prove that the aisic arcade carried a marhle revet- 
ment in its arclies and on at least one face- A horizontal line above the arches, nwrked on Heems- 
kerck * \iew of the interior, possibly siiggests that Ihe revetment ended there». presumably to 
be foUowed by painted dccoration (fig. 75). Tlie revetment of only the .spandrel zonc at S- Sabina 
offers a peiraJIeJ. No traces of such a revetment survive on the opposite facc of tfic spandrel. 
They mav have disappearcd; but it is eqnalJy possible that this facc, presumably towards 
the outer aisJe, was painted. It is uiiknown whether the nave walls also carried a marble 
revetment. perhaps combined with a painted decoration in the clcrestory zonc’. \Ve lliink 
it very possible. the rnurals with Old and New Testament 5cene.s in typological opposition. stili 
SMo by Hadrian I and then believed to be Constantinian, were presumably of fifth century 
date^; and interiors revetted in marble or decorated in a combination of revetment and painting 
abound frum the third into the fifth century: examples include tlie hall now' housing S. Croce in 
Gerasalrmme*: the Aula Palatina in Tricr*; the Baisilica Nova^; the hall on the Forum, later 
transformed into the church of SS. Cosma e Damiano*; the Basilica of Junius Bassus*; the 
hall at the Porta Marina in Ostia x*; and S. Sabina on the .Aventine “. 

fnder Constantine the half dome of the apse at the Latcran, like that of St. Peters, seems 
to have been covered with gold foil, "...ex auro fnwifu...Its figural decoration, added 
later, may have been donated betw'een 428 and 430 by FI. Felix and his wife. whose names 
were read in throno in the apse by the compiler of the Lorsch Sylloge I'*. 

Nothing is known of a ceiling at the Latcran. To us it seems uniikely that the truss roof 
wouW have been left uncovered and W'e are inclined to unvisage a coffered and possibly 
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gilded ceiling. as ciistomary in Constantinian church hiiibling and stili known at the cnil «1 
the fourih and in Ihc fifth centuries, as witncss: Old St. Peters'; S. Paolo f. 1. m.i and 
Constantinc's letter to Hishop Makarios regarding the roiutruction of the basiUca on Golmitha 
in Jerusalem ». Whether built or not, we ihink it likely that such a ceiling was pUnned u 
the Latcran. 

The shimmering marble surfaces of the floor and waUs, the gold foil in the apse and possibly 
the gilded ceiling must be seen together with the many dozens of lighting fixtures in preriniui 
melal with their hundred.s of flickering liglUs; and these chandeliers and eandlestick» in tum 
must be seen in the context of the liturgiral arrangements of the church. 


4. Liturgioal features 

l.itiirgical features. some Constantinian others possibly of fifth century date, are kiiuwn like 
the decorative elements either from archacological or from documentary cvidence and like the 
former they are preserved at best in fragments. 

Remains of a solea, the segregated palhway leading along the nave to the chancel and 
known 50 far only from later examples both in Rome and in the East. were found in the 
excavation campaign of 1934-38*. From the remains it can be rcconstructed in gencral ternu 
withotit difficulty: two parallel rows of marble sockets embedded in the Constantinian pave¬ 
ment of the nave held colonncttes or small piers; the foot of one was found to have remaincd 
in its Socket. BetW'eun these colonncttes or piers. p,arapets must have been ingerted. 
llie distance between the two parallel rows of sockets, to judge by the photograph. appears 
to he 2.00-3.00 m. The reconstruet ion proposed by the excavators can lie accepted without 
reservation, but the length of the solea remains in duuht: the streteh found is reported to 
have been located roughly halfway down ihc nave. To judge by the various photographs 
taken at tlic time*, the location appears to have been rather east of the middle of the nave. 
West of the second Borromini pier, roughly 20 meters from the fa^ade. The suminary of the 
excavations • prepared by the Uffido Tecnico dcl Vaticano suggests that the solea extended 
from the dours to the altar. It may, indeed, have started near the doors, as did the one 
found in the firsl church of S- Pictro in Vincoli, ca. 400, the next in date in Rome, but the 
solea at the Lateran may equally well have started further down the nave, as was the case 
in churches of slightiy later date. Examples* in Kurne include: the second church of S. Fielro 
in Vincoli, ca. 450: Sto. Stefano in V'ia I,atina, built at the samc time; S. Clcmente, 533-535; 

S. Marco, perhaps betw’een 550 and 650. Examples in the East, to give only thrcc. are 
I*isidian Antioch, ca. 381*. the second Menas basilica, ca. 490**. and Justiniun's H. Sophia in 
Consinntinople, after 558. if not aiready by 532-537“. Obviously at the Lateran. as elscwhcre. 
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fOgIT, a\* *IIICA»rJI rilBIMMNARlrH ROMA» - 

. L I It« fiinrtio» was to cnclo?»; tJie path aJoriR whirh 

:: ...... .......... 

""'Llnd lS<al featu,*.. the>»/.>.««. i» knoss» on.y fron, thc s.m,mar>^ «f Constantine» 
donations in.A,nK,rat.-<i in the Po^f,/,r./,s'. Tl.e list enumerata .t» con.ponents: he 

itArtl!^. /umnnn-d silver «-eiphing ..«5 lb«: ^ vauJt and a hcavy golrlen 

d,andelier «ith «fty lights bel<m the« "“■ 
rp /,un.umo fU, pendrt /usticium.. ■ "i the fignre of Ctir.st «na folding cha.r ...tn .vW/n-. 
in Lt and ihe t«-clv. »r<»tl.^ sviti. go.drn crona», all figures f.ve fcct h,gh and rnade of », ver 
(hammered silver. git-cn the loW weight, onfy i2o and go Ibs. re*pectivcly). al the hack, fac- 
ing the npse. Christ ■....» «««e...", cnih.ncd and in His Glory. and four angeb carrying 
spear* four golden crowns Usied immediatcly afterwards may have hung over the angeis 
heads. The structure has In-en cnvisaged along two altemative lines: a gabled colonnaded scrcen 
shellering the figures, the rhandelier and the crovnis hanging over thcm»; or - the term/«sfigtMf»i 
meaning a gahle as weU as the rioWH of a vault - a canopy similar to that at St. Peler s We 
inrlinc tovvards the former reconstniction. berausc of the rrowns Wliich we envisagc liangiiig over 
the angeU and possibly over the apostles; thc liuge chandclicr under the golden vault would 
have hung. we Ihink, over the fwo figures of Clirist, scatcd back to back. But we leave this 
question open. We also leave open the qucsfion of thc huge bronze rolunins, clearly Koman 
sp<iils and, givcn their almost perfect state of preservation. presuirwbly early ac<)ui.siltons of 
the Lateran church. Their original function is unknown. Xow flanking the Altar of thc Sacra- 
menl, fhey rose in the aixtcenth centiiry right behind thc triumphal arch, on the raise<i floor 
of tlie transept <; previously they appear to have stood bctwccn or near the elongated piers 
lerminating the nave colonnades atid flanking the apse» — the very site possihly occupied by 
Constantine'» /tuUgium, as well as by its replaccment donated by V'alentinian IH betwccn 
432 and 440*. 

In our context, the shape of Coastantine's/wffgtnw is less important than its position. ll 
is listed as the lirst item among his donations to the Lateran, followed by the gold foil of the 
apse vault and by seven silver altars, to which we shall revert. Since the figure of Christ 
enthroned " looked back " into the apse, thc /aaligium presumably stood s<jmewhat forward, yet 
closc to the apse since it is listed just before the apse vault. Possibly it stood w’here the bronzc 
rolunins Werc seen in the cleventh century by the first compiler of thc Descriptio eulesiae 
LaUranetuss, betiveen and in any event near the projecting piers flanking the apse at the end 
of thc nave colonnade. In any rase it stood inside the cliancel. between the apse and the altar; 
Ciirist the Teacher, "...»« sella—", facing thc altar and thc congregationi Christ in glory, 
"...in throno— ", presumably facing the bishop and clergy in Ihc apse. 

Notwitliistandiiig the statement in the Uber PonU/icalh', there couid not have lieen seven 
altars in simultaneous use. Early Christianity knows only one altar in every church — unum 
altare, una Jides- The other six altars had Iwst be interpreted, we propose, as offering 


• Ate», «f.. rfi« of (f), u\ I. i;<. 

• M Trucui» SMi». Th» luimui luUoom... ", HAC. 46 (1*70). u« B 

• Btto». «jS. Vt. InuU Nil(ru. oho propcM ilii. locootuuciion. MIpv» iIw Inar l«in« oolumiu 10 li*v« .iippoitctl thc 


■ Abotre, f«l, 4li(> cod ol and 4)1-440. 

• Aho*F. pk 1%. todof JUfty Kuiui, "Oii. koiulAtilinliclutn AIISic ikr l.atrf«iuUuiMli«", Ha). 5()>, 4) tlajAl Ipa B. Invoered 
aii HrlwprvtaUoo dl tlw pustfr m to trvrn rmJ «^41«. 


«. CIOVANNl IN LATKRANO 


taUlesh Possibly the sixll» centurj' compiler ol thc Uber Ponti/icalis mistransUtetl an original 
mensae in the donatioti Ust as altaria, sinre inrtisa to him only meant 'altar'- Or rnuld 
Constantine have donated seven portable altars, one (or eacJi day of thc wcek ? — but ibis 
is unlikcly. In any event, tbere was biit «ne real altar and tliis miist have stood inside thc 
cliancel, in front of the /«Ah'g»«»f and possibly somewhat forward in Ihc West end of thc nave. 
Indccd, a huge chandclicr carrying eighty lights in Iront of the altar, "—ante altare—" - note 
thc singulari —,is listed not among the fittings of the cliancel, as are \\\a/atligium, the "seven 
altars" and all altar vesscls, but as the first item under the heuding "...ornatHdnfMoi in basi- 
iica... ", Thus we think it quite possible that Constantine's altar occupied the same sile as 
thc present High Altar. Altars in thc earlicst rhurches of Rome, as witucss St. Peter'sor S. Paulo 
f.l.in. and also in churches wherc thc place was not deterinined by a martyr'» grave, have rarcly 
been moved from their original location, witness S. Maria Maggiorc and S. Pietro in Viucoli. 

An additional rcason for our proposing this permanence of the altar site at the Lateran 
rests on thc position of thc present High Altar in line with the aisle Irausepts. They must bc 
linked after all tu the liturgy of the Mass. Therefore they must have been connected with and 
have been accessiblc from the chauccl; and they are best cxplaiiied as rooms ilcsigned tu sbclter 
vesseis and books, that is as sacristies; or as spaces tu rcceive tUe offerings of the faithful - aj 
{litare in a broader sense- Very possibly they combined both functiuns. The six offering tables, 
Constantinc's other altaria, may Well have stood inside thc aisle transepts, or possibly along their 
walls facing thc inner aislcs and thus inside the ch.incel, wbich would have extended from the 
nave into the aisles as it did in other early churches in Home*. But this reinains coniectiiral. 


G. CHRONOLOGY 

a) The Constantinian basilica 

The foundation of the Lateran basilica must be placed early in Con8tantine's reign as emperor 
of the West. As has been pointed ovit long ago. the donations of real estate made by Constan¬ 
tine to churches of his foundation rcflcc.t his successive conquests of thc various parts of the 
Einpire*. His endowmenl of the Lateran, as listed in thc Liber Pontificalis comprisvs only 
landed property close to Home, in northern Campania, and perhap.s in South Italy •iinl 
Sicily: near Lauretum. Anzio, Ardea. Sessa Aurunca; and po.ssibly near Catania and in 
Calabria, these last two being rather doubtful*. In any event, all Ihcsc territories were solidly 
in Constantine's hands a few days after he had entered Rome on October 28, 3I2'. by the time 
he endowcd the Lateran Baptistery hc couid adtl gifts located in Norlh Africa and on thc lo- 
nian islands, suggesting a terminus «w or post 313. The basilica at the lateran. then, was aji- 
parently his earliest church foundation. It may well be understood as an ex volo for the vic- 
tory at suam rubra, Ponte Milvio. 
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Con-Mruction «-ould no. b*ve s.,rred immediatcly. IVinolUhing thc r».ira^un, ..n.uU- 
num and filluM! in thcir baBemen. ioom> .o prcpar«> a pla.form for the churrh mus. have 
.aben .imr. (>uitc po..bIy .hU pr^ra.orv pbase «rcupied a longish penod and 
propcr b.g« prrbap. oniy «f.er January 31 . 3*4. «h.n Sylv«.ar bc.amc b.*hop o< Rome. 
?!r«ouircxpJain .hc in,.rtion in.o his biographv in .he L^r Pon„/,cal^ of he founda..on 
and endowwnt of thr tburch*. Ho«-c>-cr, Work may havc bfgun in 3*3 and .he rcfcrenic 
IO thc U.eran basilica in Svls-«ter s .-sb, n.ay bc due .o thc «eneral h.stonca] .endcncy of 
attribu.ing .0 an outs.andinff figure acts or cvents occurring under his prcdccessors or successors; 
bv thc time thc Liitr Pouli/tctlix was compiled. thc Cons.antine-Sylvestcr Icgcnd was already 
beinp formed. Convcrsclv. thc at.ribution to Sylvester may bc explaincd simply by his haxing 
fonsccralcl the church and by Ilis being thc first biahop enthroned in it and to use it as 


his cathcdral. 

Construclion necd no. have taJccn many ycars- Tfic huge Basilica -Votvi with its timc- 
roasuming vanl.ing s^-stem was built and completcly decora.ed in four or five ycars* *; 
and we shaJl scc tha. at St. Ptters construction and interior dccoration werc prcsuinably com- 
plcted in the coursc of six to eight ycars*. The I.atcran basilica, heing smaller th.in St. Pclcr’4. 
might wcU have been built and Anished vvithin five or six ycars- Dates given for the consec- 
ration are numeruus, varying from 315 to 324. but they arc iicver based on any source*. The 
MartyroJogium Iiomannm giv-es November 9 as tlie feast day of the basilica, " Romae 
d*duaiio Basilicae Salvatoris "IFoWcvcr, as pointed out by Laucr', the date occurs first in 
thc second version of thc Descriptio Ecclesiae LaUrattensis. 1153 ii.-id' “Cuius dedicalio per 
Mum oriam quinto iJm moi'embrts...ceIcbralur... "By that time, then, thc tradition was 
welJ established. but we do not know hoW far back it went. It is certainly oldcr than the twelfth 
century. but it does not occur in the early sacramentaries and mart>Tologia duting from thc 
fifth to the ninth century. Is it, then, the date of a rcconsccration after the rebuilding com- 
pjeted by Sergius III (904-911)* ? Thi.s is pos.siblc, but it is cqually possible that the tradition 
springs from a fourth century root. We le.avc thc question open. In any event, no year is 
given. HoWcver, it is curious that in the reigns of Constantine and Sylvester, November g 
faJb on a Sunday — since the Middie Ages the customary day for church cunsecrations — only 
four times: 312, 318, 32g. 335 *. The last two dates can be dispensed with: the period of con¬ 
struction from 313 or 314 would be too long. However, 318 would be a very plausible date 
for thc con-sccration of thc church. Or sliould we stress the choice of tlic Word dedicalio, rather 
than amstcraiio, b}- the sources? Dedicatio in Roman Icgal language is thc act of handing over 
or reding - dedere an object, be it real estate or something else, to a deity; the act of con- 
sectaUo foUows. once the object has beeti installcd or tlic shrine. tcmple or whatever, has been 
built ••. Is it possible, then, that November 9, 312, not quite two weeks after his conquest 
of Kotne, was thc day Constantine ceded to Christ the terrain on wliich thc basilica was to 


bc built and made the endowment for its future mainten.ance, in serintio luminum ? 
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_ _ _ CIOVANUI IM LAIHKANO 

b) LAieR RFRUILUINOS 

An earthquake in 896 caused the nave o( the church to collapse. The biogr.ipliy of Sergius IU 
as well as his dedicatory iuscription» represent the damage as nearly a lot.d los,!. Indecd 
the epituphs set up by hirn to record the rebuilding in.aintain, «ne, that ali h«pc wns 
lost for restoring thc anrient ruins, -...spes dum nulla /oret vestigia prista rnondi..." but he 

noncthele&, rebuilt the church from top to bottom. ■'. . admeu-PerdusU ima caesMU..." 

the other, that he rebuilt it - ...ab imis... ”, Such tenus, «ne auspeets, are be« laken ns lau 
datory exaggerations. customary in aulic language. In fact, other snunes tend to limit the 
extent of the damage thc biograpliy of Pope Stephen \'I statw that the church feli from the 
altar to thc doors, "... ab altare usque ad portas...' o.in short. thc nave cullap!ic<| or p.irt 
of it did; and only two ycars later onc could aiready think of ohtaining Iseams for the roof*. 
The front part of thc nave near thc fa(;.adc rcmaiiied st.aiiding, it wouhl seem. uniti 164.1-16^0, 
Witncss the columns stili in situ, and the lower parts (or perhajis thc whole) of the fai,nde 
presumably surviving. Likewisc the west part of the nave, orcupied by thc chancel and .dt.ir, 
was apparcntly uniuuchcd by the damage, and consequently it is hardty by chancc that Sergius' 
building inscriptions Werc placed near the apse and on the inner side of thc fa<,a.le waU. 
The colbapse and rebuilding concerned thc center bays of the nave, the very parts that caved 
in at S- P.10I0 in 1823 and. long before, in 44-i 443 '■ To bc sure, some damage on thc fanadc iif 
the Latcran basUica may also liave been repairecl under Sergius HI; but 110 trace has survived 
of his restoration campaign. 

Kepairs undertakcn by pope Innocent 11 apparently conccrncd primarily tlic roof of the 
church and the campanUe wliich then, and stili in the early fiftcenth century, row "anU 
ecclesiam ", over the first bay of the iiorth aisle*. Major rebuilding at thc Uteran i» 
again rccorded in the inscriptiorLs of Nicliolas IV *. Thev tnakc it ciear that Work wa» exceuted 
on the fai^ade and on thc Western parts of the structure. -...Partem posteriorem el anteriorem 
ruiMosa.s...a /undamentis reaedificari Jecit... To tluit end, some ruined parts were pulled dowii 
and rebuilt, • anU retroque levat destructa reformat et ornat... This had Iwcomc necessary 
on account of the precarious conditions of the structure, " ...circumspicit huius ecclesiae certa 
sam dependere ruina... In additiun to repairs, part of the church Was ncwly built from thc 
ground. “...fundamentis partem componit ab imis... " presumably tlwsc were the trariscpl and 
apse, the lattcr bearing Nicholas IVs mosaic and building inscriptions. The transept survives. 
albeit mueh altered. and the apse survived until a century ago. On the other hand, no sign has 
tumcd up so far of major late thirteenth century Work in Ihe nave, except perliaps in the 
lower parts of the fa^ade gabic. The construction of the medieval transept, ncedlcsa to say, 
caused the dcstniction of the Constaiitinian .apse - the footing of Nicholas lV”s apse was placed 
direclly over thc foundation Wall of the earlicr one; thc chancel part of Constantine'^ nave, 
comprising the five westernmost interrolumniations of thc nave colonnades on the norlh and 
on the South, and the aisle transepts also had to give way. To link the transept to the 
reinaining parts of the nave, two huge piers werc built suppurting a triumplial ardi and serving 
as end piers for thc retnaining nave colonnades. .\t that time. lt>o. a siiigle roof covered both 
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hinpr luid iiiKrr aiMon oii Ihp iiuriti miti iin llir ■iiiilh; (mpo» »f llir^o iiHtf» iiru urrn nxainiii 
rhf lr«nM-jii hiiIN oi» pHIipi side WiiPlIuT Ihrin Joint nmf» «prf finit »rt iip iii Itnit i'iini)>iilKii 
or in an rarlirr omp rmnniii* mi opni i|iiP»ltt>M. WIipiiovit Jf liapppripil, llip wiiidiiw *«ino iit 
rlip liiiipr ai*le* lippAinr iib<i«|p|p and a Itiiiji' jnirt i*f l( Wu» prpaiiirialily l'l•lnllVl'd. 

Tlip PKipnt ot the ilatnanp raiwpil l»V iJic fln' «>f ntnl nf Ifw PiiaiiliiK rrpnira ienmln.<i un- 
dptpmiiiipii. riiP •inin-i’» ara vtyjur, rxcppf for iiliilpiiipnt» aiu li iiii "IfiP rntira rtiiirri) nnd Ita 
*urri>tindinx<> wrrp on firc... an*, nol luirnt down; nr '•...llip rhnrrh iip In tiio iiiiilillp \vn« 
riMiflpu... " aa lalp aa vvhrci IIip tipanoi ivcra Jiidnif inpliirpil •. Tfip Ititlrr puaiaK» nppiMiva 
fii «UKftnnl Ihat dAmax« Io Ibr naaf WM liillior llin nid Imnina ivpra in piirl aliti irallnK oii llip 
ivalU. 

On fliP ofhpr hand, inforniAtiun i» piriilifiil rcKiirdlntt fln> lira ol ijfn iiiul Iha rrbiilldliiK 
rainpaiitn iindpr w«y iinlil Ijfaf- " AII hriiin» WPin biirnl down. IIiipp Pniiiinna (jt«7. in Ihp nnvn) 
KiUapard. Ilip allar and tlip /iiur jtiapar i nltiiniii (>rtl nf ita raimpy) wrrr* riiliiptl " anrl "only 
llip «•alia rrrnaiiipii alandiiiK ' ^ TIip latlpr aliiipnipnl aniiinla aomnwlial pxiiKxnnilpiI nnd i pi- 
fainly IViranha ofim quoipd hiinpiita arr. Hiif rcpnlra wpip i<xii>nalvp. Mnth tirtiiat>]it ntid 
navp were afli*rtpd. Tlir nllar woa jirnvidpd willi ii iinw (iinnpy *. In fhp nuvp « ItirKc mintimr 
nf folumna in thp wratpni jwrf Wppp rnmivpd and rpplin rd, ihniiKh nnf in prpi iaiOy Ihn annip 
aftea. by bn. k pfpra l■a^ryill^{ an an niie*. WV Ihink limi til llip atinip tinip. Inn, flii> tnp am tiuiia 
of Ihp fnuiidation Wall, wsrp larRnlv rid.iiill or nt Irual riidai-pd «, nnd llnil tliia ojH-rnliiin rpaullpil 
in Ihr ahlflinif in liKullon and IpvpI nf anmp nf rh» |>aai* Idoi ka wlili Ii formoly aujipnrlpd Ihu 
lolgmna in Ihe nat-p ». (Vrlaiiily il w«a in tliia anmP < anipiilgn limi tlin iipia^r Wiilla nf the navo 
wpiv rpiimll anii gixm iminlrd windowa witli (intlii, Iracwy. fhn Inp awiiim. nf tlin nave and 
fiKailr gablr, oii viaildr in llip prwPiit roof apa.p, alinw i hararlprialic hi|p nirrlii-val hrlck n.ii 
alriirlian- 

TliP rthuilding laminiiKi, wl.iil. alartwl aflrr lli,. f,,.. „f r p.i wna liy no mPuna tPrniiiialn.l 
in ijlig. li w*a roniinin-,1 by Grcgnry XI (1.|7<M.I7«) tmdrr wlioni Itu- iinrfli faendn wiw givcii 
Ihr rK.lhii pnrtal whi. li aurvivral uniil Ihr Hmr i.f .Sj.xlu« V. and il Wna atitl iiinlpr wny. wr ll.ink 
a. Ihr rariy fifternih . rnlury whrn un.Jrr Martin \' il,.. navr p.ivi.nirnl wit, laid ibw-,, «„,1 tho 
mural dnoralion Waa aUrlrd on Ihr upjur Walla nf tlir nave. 


S. P A 0 1.0 MKiKl i.K Ml«KA 


'ist. 


|W, Ntauliinmtt, .1, PniMr) 

A llllll.loi.KAlMIV • 

llvaiimva or raiiHAaiiA, hnfp.ia.n.a. II, XXV. j (1 .h>I> i |,imU.iI l.llnaiv, l iHil 

... /*^'arAAam.a. XII. I, 4» n . «I M l.avuirniif, (I oIIpcII.ii..., IliaW,. l^rU 

l’ANVlNln. /Jr (miUui%, 13711, fty n 

Ooimio. SMiimi, ijHH. n, 

I''IM SAKn, I uir laarafiiihiiir, 13IW, ftt (j 
raiii.i. I.t tvu Muiravinlwtf . i(kio, in || >, 

HAannni, .iNaalri Httlntailui. vol, III, ivm, MN. vnl, IV. anm. jj;!,, aa.l luiuiin 
I'an< lani i. Iritiri aiiioiafi. itiiiii, fiji f(; inti^, ojj n 
.MAniiNiau, AVma n rfkmi.i M,rw. |<»mi. ifis.i. 47« II 

MAN<..aHiNi. InnitiptioM, .lafiyNar nmilita* S. Pauli ad pmw Ouitnum. Hnini’, l<»M. 

I IAMPINI, Vfif,,, .Uommfuiu, Hig.). I, m n 
MAiiANiaiNi, Com l(oni>>, 1744 

ini, Otfi-rniou* ifrffp fullurf ., 1711^, nj fl 

Nkui ai. IUIU IIuuIich di S. /'aof.i, l<,,ni.-. 1H13 llpiirrfarlh, Nuolai. 

|int.mi, Dflla llHvIita di ii. pauh tiiUa na nafirnar, H.mir, iNi|. 

I'UA. Aiifdduli dtUa /farifira ihUtnu di S fanf» tiuniH tui iN«.i dofut l iurtudin 
n»Nr tltfU ,\HfddoU dflU llatilira (Jafipair, Ibam., iHati. 

Ifiitailtl, ’■ l)rll'aivn liluiifiilr ilrll» <|| Plail.lla ', Afmnru Humant di Anluliild » di firffr Arf». |H«7 111 n 
(ommutiuH, tptnaU dtfuiMu dalla Sunlild. I.tun* l‘nt,a \ll nlU rudifttatum» dtUa flanfn.. di Saa PnoU, 
ntik viH thlunif, |{nmi', lAji.jj, 

DuMi ,lu «I f>raft,m(i,wi...alU gtuttaU dii^iiiimir anhiMtunua dtll tnlarmi dtiU /fiiidna, |<,.i„v, iRii, 

IhiA, 0/>mini/» f#r idrauhn t arrhihlhiHiri. III: NilUuiuni uifira VinuitliamtHlii dfl pui-imtnh. dl S. Pnido 
Moim-, iM.| 4, 4« fl,; nfrtN, l.a Hntilua (Manu lilutHin dalU inundati,mi dtl 7>r*r« «nua fnwiiati d iNNafrani 
il fmviintnl,,, Ibiinr, iHjj, 

MoMitaiiu, Oaarrrwfimii tulU .Stdia PonliAr(ih...ntUahtida dtlia Itaiilira di > 

Nainv, W-iHirf ntl iHjN. purir mintiina, I, Hninr, i«.|t(, j;; «. 
lilAtoi.riii, ■ U liaanvala Imallita di San l•anlo .ulla vlu OMlriiip ”, Mhum VII, iN4n, 143 fl 
Ntimv, .imJiti thruvIofiotraficn-anliiiHaria JHh rar/a *' diniurni di Horna, III, llonir, i»4ij. jg; fl 
llKt.i.nNi, SnJlH Iftiindntu 0 Jiipuiitiuna dtlla ^PiMinim Hatilira (Manu tiabilUa dalU laa akinf* riavtaula 
«Wfami/i 1H50, Uninr, iHj.i, 

liMiiiiH, ” Diu Allrr tbi (iiHbrr uinl Klrrlirn dr* Puulu* uiid IVIni» in Untn ”, /rifitAri/f /fir Kmliint0tthichl0 
VII (iKHs), r fl 

STltviiN*ON. ” OiHpryiulunl milla loiKigrulia dt lla Via OnIIi um' 0 «ul i lmltnouvr Ia .r|Ndtn rA|>ii«lok> H, |•utlUl ”, 
fi. II. A.( , III (|N(i7h aH.i II ; idtm, ‘‘ l.'urrtt ili l.urlnn «tdia Via OallriiiH'", ihid IV llHijH), fm ||., and 
” Sinprilr ni l nuinu.triu i> ladla hiullli a di S. Paoln ", ihid.. ,14 fl 
V111.ANI. ” Srnpi rif in l nuniiulriu r nidta lia.iliru dl S l^l.dn ", N II.A I , IV (1II.7H) gj || 
l'i(aANlNi, " I,« iNullIra i|| San l*anlii nulla Via 0«llrn«p ptiniii ihdlf Innnvuriiail ilrl 11«;, XVI", Siudi Hornam 
I .|K(. (I. 

I-AMCIANI, " Si(tid lli lini niotl iukII i diliri di Koina lladllia P.nill A|Hi»ln||", HiiU.t om. XI.V (igi7). 17 fl. 
I-AKIUNI, "Dilli' iwopirlf lalli- ari 1H4N n lAju pu-.«n il HipoU-m dl l*aidn A|.uliiki •, S.II.A.C, X.XIIl 
<•017)1 7 •< llfiieilorlh, I.anhani, igi;. 


'. 1A43; idtm, (iiniiNua' 


• PauUi , Kniar, i«|il. 


Il Ihplr i*|Mlinv. fiiiiM on ». 1'iialix 













04 


CO*Pt » aASItlc»IH-»l CMai<TIANAB<’M WOIIA E 


nit articulo XXni ** 

iwlla Sloria dcUa Bniilica <li Saii l’aoji>' 


JlA«rrrni, " Xo«a al f 
Pbhaiom, Timi papm 
Garuk. H"«r*imprti Jtr 

■■ \’i» CKnmw. ScaTO di 
Pr<4«iMl. " Stndi cofira akvnr 
(ttfti). 8t fi. 

Lavacwjw. 5. /W*. Tm OxiuMf (£• C*ieie d> 


Pont. AccaJ.. Xlll, 1918, 193 A. 
PtttTi-\lnui Pauh■ HaiiliktH in Kom. Bcriin, 1918. 
Arpolcru romano |xn-S80 Ia baaUica di San Taolo AV. Sc., »919. 285 il. 
.tili.- hr Ciialianc di Roma . Ir CoiifcMioiw- Aprrtc ”, X.D.A. C., XXVIII 


a iUustraie, n. 12). Romr. 


D* Bir,->r. LAnt^ ^ d. pfaii JMa ii X. Pad„ /. i. m.. Romr, 19J4. 

.ScarsTU. La Bauhot * H moiuulrrf di >'. /Wo fnori U mura, Turin, 1934. 

StYCTK MSrtyrtriri/U. Bcrtin. iq.M. <>5 fi 
I>ci(3ua.A!«.'i and TscawA. " Dw frubchriillichen Bajwii und KapitrIIr von S. Paolo fuori Ic mura ‘ , Wci»i. 

Jdtt.. 54 |I919>, 99 fi. Hcncfforth, Deichma.v.v - Tschiba, 

BtivtMti. LTOr^ drlia Basilka Oaliniif ", KAC' \XU (1946). «»3 « 

fiZLVxaeJU. U tamb, apaUahtia naifetd palmcnttiima (Amki drJIf < alarombc. la), Romc, 194S. 

CcccJWLU. ■■ l.a lomba di S. niolo ”, Capiltdittm. XXV (19501, 115 A. 

Bokouxi. •• di MU catalogo dri discgni ed incisioni mUtivi aU.i basilka di S. Paolo ", lietudiciina, VIII 


(l« 4 >. 3^4 

KraaE. ” BcOWTfcuogni niin Lob auf Sankt l’r»« und Sankl Paul tod Prudentius, Pcrislcphamm XII ", 
ltw*m ii Xhna itiU CiiMd im Italia. II ( 1937 ). JOQ *■ 

KOBCXHaCM Die CtMer ier ApotU^irtUn. Frankluit Main. 1937. 170 fi. Hcrcaftcr KiHSCUUAVM. Griber. 
XAKn\u V Paso. " La rrsuuracion dr San Lron Maguo en Ia Busilica Ostiense ", K. Q. Sctw., 58 (1963). 1 fi. 
MaBriwn T Fazio, " L'n discatido trstimonio ilr Pnnleiicio sobte Ia oriiameiitacion de Ia Basilica Ostiense 
ra Ivmpoa de Inoccncio J ", Hixforiae Poalificiae, II (1964;, 45 II. 

ClusrACKOl. " Quebjues documents rflatiis a la ba-sitique Saint.PauI-ltors-les-miir» ", in .\filange% d‘Arr.hiit- 
Agsr el i'HixtaiM ofota 4 Aairi Pigaaiol. cd. K. CltevaUcr, Paris, 1966, 42.$ fi, 

RiyMCiaKar, " Pnidcore Tespagnol po^te des deux basitiques romaioes de S. Pierre et de S. Paul", KAC, 
41, 1966 (iqM), 167 fi. 

BrcBowncxi. BanibmM der AirrAeif Kims. I, Vienna, 1967. 214 If. 

Htout. " Ite Sao Pkolo fuori le Mura braendte ", MeddtUlitr fra Tkontldsens jVfMsewm, ropeiihageii, 1970, 

<6 fi 


FrscBtt, " Ciueicism and Historkism in ninctecnth-centui^' ;\rchitccture. The rebuilding of S. Paulo Inori 
le «Mia ", Aelts du XXtD Congrit laternational d Hiitoire de l Art, Budaprst, 1969 (inr Akadtmiai Kiado), 
Budapesi. 1972, 603 fi, 

N«»TUif2 y Paito. La Seganda Basilica de San PaUo ExlramtnKs, Rome, 1972. 


» AXCI EXT DESCRIPTIOXS AN D 1 LH.’STR.A T 10 XS 
I. Ayneyr ucscaipnoNs 

Puvuevnrs. Pmsuphaaon XII, (402''j), cd. M. Lavarenne (Coll«ctions...Bud^J Paris, I95r; also Migne, 
HL, LX. ooi. 364 fi 

Had*I4* 1 . desciiptiim of inumpbal arrh fnosaic (791); letter to Charlemagne (Libri Carolini, MCtt, Epp. v, 50). 
Nl-rrcx, Bestkrttbmf der StadI Rom ( 145 *). TUbingen, 1876. passim, especi,illy 27 fi. 

Rpcceuai, CMeana, RacceOai ed U ss$o ZtbaUone, ed. A. Itrosa, (Warburg Studies) London, 1960, 69; scc 
ahoi. /tbaUeme f^ettmaJa (14«^), «d. Morcotti, Areh. Soc. Rom. .'i/or. Patr. 4 (l8Sr), 568 fi. 

AtMmxt, Opuuutam de mtrahtii^...Romae. Florence, 1310. (ols. sba, bsa. 

F«* Momiaxo da Fiuxzs. Lhnerarium, 1517, 1*5 fi. 

Pabtikio. SeXadarto V»t. Ut 6780. foU. 44. 46, 47; Vat. lat. GjSl. fols. 417. 418 (plaii.s of church). Publishcd 
b> PUAUXI, Xtadi Romant, I, 1915. 

PAirvuiio. Ite praectpms .bouisen. Rome, 1570. 67 fi. 

Eme Munekaer PiLferfakrl m Jubdfakr 1575. ed. K. Schottcnloher, Mutiicli, 1925, 41 f. 
fcoxio, ^kedano. ta. 1380. Barb Ut. 1994, c. 576» (new page 300*). >e- 
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1’ooHlo, SUiliani, Rnmc, 158S, cc. 227.238'. 

Fka Sakti. ri>.K maravigliose, Romr. i v*». c. 6. 

Pancimim, Fejori nanoodi, Romr. 1600. 652 II.; 1625. 633 «. 

1'KI.IXI, Trallalo nuovo ielU cose maraviglinie. Rume, 1610, ift R. (rrpeated verbatim in Uter editinns, e.g. 1625. 

16 fi., .and in other guidebooks, sudi a» Mnnet.i, ItitraHo it Roma. Rome. 1645. «13 fi. aml ,tiU Puanzimi- 
Mou). Roma sacra anlUa e moderna. Rome. 1687, 19 II.). 

Baoixk. UnderricM mii 4 HVgiipeiMj'. uie ei'x Teutteher in NHd aiuterbatt Rom iie silieH...Kireketi...brsiuhen ban 
Rome, 1620, 50 fi. 

Afffl ITsiUhuflHm .m6 Urbano Vlll, ([623-44). eited in part hy Armeli.ini-C.rcchblli, Cliiese, 1159. 

Srvrhano, Selte Ckiese, Rome. i6j(i, 385 fi. 

Bosio, Roma soillerranea. Rome. 1650, lib. III, cap. 3, 4, 197 fi, (mostly inscriptions). 

Maktikelli. Roma e.t ethnica sacra. Rome. 1653. 270 H. 

CiAMl‘(Ni, Vetera Monimenia, I, 1693, 33 H,, 228 R. 

Panciroi.i - PosTmiA-CECCOSl. Roma sacra e moderiMt, Rome, 172.5, 4.50 H. 

Vasi, Itinerario tslrnttiTo di Knma antica e moderna, II. Rome. 1807. 412 11. 

Nicolai, possim. 

Uguhri, DeUa basilica di S. Paolo sitita Via Ostiense. Rome. 1823. 

liem. " Deirarco tiioiifale detlo di Plrcidia ". Memorie Romane ii Anlichiti e ii lielU Arti, IV, 1827, 113 fi. 
Commissione Speciale...alia n>di/(ca;tnite..,di San Paolo..., Rome, 1831-33. 

Dntbi che si propongono nelta ^linla Congregatione Generale ielta Commis.sione ieputala alta riedifica!ioHe...ii 
S. Paoto...l83l. ed. A. Uggeri, Rome, 1831. 

Meixhiorhi, Guida Metodica di Roma, Rome. 1836. 208 11. 

Nibby, Roma nel 1838, piute moilcrna, I. S77 fi. 


II. Ancient illustbations • 

a) Plans, sections, elevations and detaits 

1490 i5io{?) Anonymous, Plan o( basilica and atrium, pcii and wash; VTcnna, Albertina, IT AZ 703 
(our iig. 122}. 

prior to 157.3 Sallvstio Pekuzzi (d. 1573). Rough sketeh ol plan, pen and ink, Florence, Ufiiai, i;.\ 701. 

[551 BcrALiNi, Plan of church and atrium, wondciit, Feiitae, PidHle, pl. 209 (our lig. 124). 

1334 Giova.nni Colonna ua Tivoli, Plan of church and atrium, ink and wash; Vat. lat. 77-21. 
fol. 83' and 84' (autograph date, October, 1554, fol. 61': our ligs. 1232. b). 

GiovANKi Colonna ra Tivot.i, Roof trusse.s and elcvation of nave, ink, ihid,, fut. 83' (our (ig. 128). 
ca. 1560 Panvinio, Rough sketeh of plan of church. ink: Vat. lat, 6781. fol. 417 (our lig. 125 a). 

Panvikio, Rough sketeh of plan. ink; Vat. lat. 6781. fol. 418. U. 242 (our lig. 125 b). 

ta. 1645-6 Borromini, Plan of church and atrium, light peneil, .Albertina. IT AZ 704 (our lig. 126). 

1643-6 Caklo Rainaldi (?), Large plan of church. peneil and light blue wash; ihe right hidf ol the pUn 
is irrcgularly cut away; Albertina, IT AZ 705 (our fig. 127). 
ca, 1810 Aluti (?). Plan. probably preparatory for Nicolai, pl. I, ink and wash; (Rome. Istituto 
di Archcologia c Storia dcll'arte, Racc. Lanciani, 31863). 

1815 Aupri, Plan. longitudinal scction & clevations of nave, transept and apse, transverse section 
through nave, showing clevation of triumpha! arch and transept, eiigravingA; Nicolai, 
pls. II. III; B. 75 (our pU. III. IV and figs. 8«. 89). 

1823 Serovx d'Agincoukt. Plan, sections, exterior north elcvation. bay of nave arcade, Corinthian 
and Composite capital, engravings; Hisloire de l'Art, 1823, pls. IV, V, VI. VU, VIII; 
B.125. 126, 127. 128 (our figs. 87: 135; I36a, b). 

1821—i 823;45 LE'1'AKUL'iLLy, Plan, clevation, sections, detaiis, engravings; Edifices de Rome Moderne, lll, 
3.34-33*«. 33«; « *t3-*»7- 


• 8t« also. Bmcolini. '‘SaggUi 4i un ratainxo dei diaegni ed liKliMai reUtivi alU iMUilica <li S. Paolo", Bmiiidina. VIII (lass) 

3x9 f-: niimt>t7i refvrrini; (o Boccolitu'a h&aOli»! U*** 


















coan-; awiticAaru cHais ruNAHUM houab 


t«2- Ucorai. Elmliun «rf ti-iuniphal aivli aftor «inova) of mi»*ic, entfrdviug; Romatu... 

1 \'. I<t 27 . pl. V four fifi. 1 . 13 ) 

j8i7 LccBBt. Ionie rapitrtl an<l spriuRing oi fnumphal «cb, cngrannn: r ommiirian, Sptrutie. piate 
opposite p. 30 (our Sg- »J4l- 

1S30 BeU-OXI, Plan and srrtion ol Constantinian apse, decaiis ol apse, «ngn>\'ing; Su//it Ceandei.-d 
, ^it^tiziome MU. UmtUifti Oi!lieim..A.‘iS3(onr Cigs. gi); looa. bj. 


bt Etterior tirm 

1407—1414 TaniiW) M B.MiTiiti). View from soulbweal. sbowing n»\ie. «islc», tran-sepl and campanile, 
frwni, FWta», /'lan/e, pianta J.XXVII, pl. 149 (reprated «ith minor variations 
b>- MAas.tio. 1460 and 1471. iM. pl. 157. 158. watercolours). 

1474 Srmuju. Vievi- fnim norlhwesf. showing fransept, ai.sles, nave, cajupanile, lavade; F8fr.v2, 
PisHtt, pianca LA'XXIX. pl. 159 (repeated Massaio. ihtJ., pl. 16», pm and ink). 

(M. ijjio Aj*ovv«ioi.i <Verm.ix. NartJrex fafade. campanile, oil on wood; New York art luaibet, 1946. 
1575 L.ir«B»v, \Te»' Itvim northwcst. show-ing atrium pirlly collapsesl, and nave, aUlc, apsr, hut- 
(PMSCf and attaclied buildings. cograving: SMe CAiVic, Phitiaz. PiuttU. planta CXXIV. 
pl. 236 (our fig. Ij8); view fm)uently repeateil, e.g. Fra Santi .and I.Atiltf.S, src hrlow. 
158« Fra Sasm. Mew frooi northvjic^t. rciTrscd. woodeut; Cou Mtrangiiost, c. 6. cupied froiii 

i6i> l,ArRrs. Vlcw from nocthwcsc, engraving; copied from LaprUrv: Friitaz, Pianie, pl. 150. 
i6fd .UAnoi. View frxim we.st. sdtowing atrium, fagade, nave, transept and coiivent builditigs, 
eograviog. B. 318 (our (ig. 139). 

1746 CofSKS. Vie«- of nave and transcpt from norchwest, iwnril, lAmdon. BritUh Muscum 1867- 
lo-ia-31 (our fig. 93)'. 

1748 Fi«.ani'?i. View of fafade and eigliteenili centnrj- portico from suutliwe.sl, rngraving; Vt^latt 
dt Rom*, pl. 8. B.a47: Hixn. CiwanHi BaUista Piranai, London, 1912, 39, pl. 5, (ig. 6 
(our fig. 86). 

iStj M.A2ZCU.I. View of rear from Via Ostiensis, engraving: Niool.m, Xll (our fig. 90J. 

1821-33 I.«.Aj[ot'ai.Y. View from Tihrr nortbwcst. engraving: EJiti(4s dt Romt modttne. II (. pl. 334. 
1838 CoTTABAVi, lYew from oorthwest. Oiowing the fagade and campanile stili acanding, the upper 
part of the ootcr nave wall lakcn down; Nihbv. Roma t%d 1838. parte modenia. II, pl. XXXV. 
after 1890 Mosciovi {}), View of fa^ade and atrium, photograpli. 


c) InUriet mm 
I) Frior to 1843 

1749 PiRAxesi, Interior kiolring towaid» traa«cpt. Vtdide di Roma. pl. 9, 8.248; Hind. oi. eit., 40 
pl. 6. fig. 2 (our fig. 91). 

1743 PARXitri, Inferior looking northeast, oil mi canvas; fomierly London art rnarlcct (Arisi, Gian 
PoeU) Panini. Piaernaa. 1961, no. 152. fig. 249). 

M. 1750 PAXjniri. Interior, aimilar thoogh brtter view. oil on canva.s; Moscow, Muaeutn «f Finc Arts, 
no 270 {ihid . no. 214. fig. 268: our fig. 140). Preparatory sketeh, peneiI and wash; Cambridge, 
England, FitrwiDUm Muscum, no. 1194 {Md.. fig. 200J. 

«. PAXXI.VI (?), InlcTior l<K,king soutJieast. oil on canvas. formerlv coUcetion Unckoronski. Vienna. 

1800 ORAXET^InterM, dtowing hunel-vaulting in the aUles, pen and WAsh drawing; «esauvon, Musce 
de* Bea,u*-ArtB. D.2189. ' 

ti». 1800 Jnienor. sbuwing pari of aislc colonnadcs, pencil and wa.4h; London, R.I.R.A,, FIrteher 

(oUrction, V. j, no. 6j, p. 10. 


• K<WMdlU( lAt dat* 01 Cuna*'1 
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ea. t8lo AvoNVwnvE. View fruin Inner nnrlh aide acroAs the n»ve inio Ihc transept. pen and ink, Rome, 
Istiluto dl Atebeulugia e Storia delParte, Racc. lainriani. .31919. 
lBi8 llossiNi, View from transept into nave, engraving; tirst iised in / Unmimenii piu iiiirruian/i 
ii Roma (ptates uot iiuinlseredl. 11,278. 

1821—1823 I.IITAROIIILLV. View of nave, engraving, Kiificn de Rome Htnderur, IU, pl, 337. 


U) Alter the (ire. /uly 1823 

July 1823 AcguARONi, Interior in ruins, view of nave and north transept, watercolour; ('o|>rnhaguii, 
Tliorvaldsi-ns Muscum; also acsjuatliit, B.73. 

1823 CooERi, Elevatiuii of nave, suulh wall and rernnstnictinn pniposal, engraving; IMIa Ranhca... 
(our fig. 130). 

Sii.vKSTRi, C/t .ftsinri detia Baultca ii .S. Paolu...di!tegnat> dal vero, dopo il fatale inrruifio... 
accaduta il 13 luglio 1823, Rome, «ngravings. 

K[>ssim, View looking east along ruiued nave, watercolour: New York, Pierpont Morgan Library 
(our fig. 82), See also engraving ksted in foUowing item. 

Kossini, View from transept into nave in rtiin, engrasdng; . 4 n)K)ii/d, T. 99; View looking eosl 
along niined nave, engraving, Antiihitd, T. 100 (our fig. 83); View shuwing tho five aisle* in 
niin. engraving. Aatiehita. T. loi; B. 275. 276. 277. 

1N29 FosiSATi, View of imve dunng rtdniilding, pencil; Krllinrona, Arcbivio ranloualc. Se. 7, 
int, 397 (our fig. 84). 

1843 Rossini, Reconstniction of interior of church, luuking west from the transept, engraving; Ste- 
aografia, pl. II. R.279. 


nATF„S • 

67 (?) Siiint Paul cxccuced. 

ea. 200 The presbyter Gaius, as <|uot«d by Eusebius. points to the Iropaia in Rome ol Saint* Feter and Paul 
on the Vaiican Hili and on the Ustian Road respcctively. ”...hA -P» limaWjv % iid )A 4 v tI)s 
' flirrlaiv..." (EosFBIUS, EccUsiattieal Hitlory, II, XXV. 7, cd. LoebClaMicid Library, 1 .182), 
314 — 33 & Constantine i» reported to have built and endowed a basilica of Saint Paul at the suggestion ol 
(or 337 — 840 ?) Pope Sylsxstcr, • Eodem tempore fecit Augtutus Conttardinut basilieam Sancta Paula apostofn 
ex iuggestione Silvettri epijcopi... . (tP 1 , 178). The entry U suspecl for several reason*; 
the reference to 0 Augustus Constantinus » is unusual in that the title • Augustus • normally 
fullowed rather than preceded Ihe em|>eror's name; a variant in a group of manuscripts names 
as co-founders 1 Constantinus Augustus et domnus Cmstaniius Augustus•, presumably refer- 
ring to CoiLsIanlinc II (d. 340) and Constantius, and thus suggesting a date briwcvn 337 aml 
340. that is, after Sylvester'* death; uc» suggestione Sytvestrir is unique and hence suspect. 
The initial foiindatiun report States that the body ol the Saint was encased in bron/e •stcuf 
beati taetri <•_ The donation list of properties, all in the Eost. indicates an income targer than 
that provided (or Sl, Peter’s {LP I, lySff,); whether it is entirely fictitiuus or refleets dona- 
tioiis provided in 384 (see below) U i>pen to conjecture. The 1 «! is intemipled by a pauuge 
relating how the emperor gave all the sacred vessels to 8. Paolo. aa he had given thvm to 
St. Peters, >...<>mMid...tsU4 sacrata aurea vel argentea aut aerea...ut in basilica beati Petri...», 
as well as a gold cross wcighing 150 Ibs., the very samc weight as that over the shrine at St. Pe¬ 
teres. The entire («avaige is intended to make S. Panio apjiear as important as (Md St. Peter't 
and, although Constantine or his suns inay Itave built a (small) church an the sile, we conaider 
this rcfercncc an intcrpolation o( later date. 

Spring 384 In a rescript to Ihe protfeclus urbi Sallustius, the ruling emperor» Valentinian II (d. 392). Theo- 
(or 886?) dosius I and Arcadius declare that, in view of the bng siaruling veneration {scit, altached to the 
site) and on accuunt of the crowds, they intend to adom, cniarge and raise Ihe ba.silica ol 


• W> nfer to gllli ol lurnithmgs, Kshling lUlurw and Ihr blw oolf »h*o llwy «Uou coacluMoiu U> b« dnwa n «o tlir 

«Uncture oe |ilan of the cbaneel. 
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« utendae tasiUcam Patdi afoaUii 


amJlare ... To th»i tnd. the prrfrct bad ahrady lubmilird a rrpert on Uw « . _ ■ 
Jacvnamaae tacum . .N.m he is mmmandrd to di«cuss thr spodftc probJems with Ihe biU»op, 
the ct.g>- and the Chmtian ««grecation. • ...tanetaitU sntani-V# 

t«lo srith thr dv-ic authorioc* *. . ^ 

tbrnld nttd which nu> behind the (old!) hasibea and along thr Tiber bank. • dtr vHas qaoa 
tasiluae feadeed Jeasaa, laotifue hfae T^ai amnu adiaed...inntaare... ButW.ng 
«br oW Toad shouJd alJow tHe aichitcct» o( the near basUica Io Uy it out as spaeiously as the 
«itr wtiJd pmnit. Io ai^oid any Irssfning of the splaidour of the 


^_^_ jf eaintetumi aaura ne aila inaafmatdas tfUendon.-. 

'utphiktntn^ Mimd-.. ». and to stress Ihe importanec «d the favade. • ..prima da/tm /rtmie 


expenses acomnied for. The rescript (Epistatae Imperatormm Ponti/ieum alioram, CSEL. ed. 
O Gonjthcr. Viennv 1895. ep- 3. PP- 46-47) »* «mdaled and ihe tennnf of Sallustius as 
peaeiectat arU. »4ietber jej-jftfor 383-J*». has bcen under discussion'. Recent opinion, 
sommnl up b>- ChastagnoH. (tiv« preleiwice t<» the earlier date, coovincingly to us. 

A oohimn in ooe of ihe side aisie» (now preser\-ed in the north porch) catries a dcdkalory inscrip- 
tion orf l^jpc Siricius. At its upprr end hU dedication is rreorded. « SIRICU S EPISCOPUS 
^ TOTA ME.VTE DEVOTl'S.; at the buse. the j-ear is gis-en. • ...EX...V'ALENTI- 
xLuXI AUG .nri et NEOTERI V.C ADMIXISTIUWTE FL. FILIPPO VIK .. . and 
the name of Flavius Fil^ipus. apparenilv in cbatge of coiistruction (OlERl. TLC\ , 1857 a; 


Sus-acxi. II. 4778). 

394 Robnus. an «ffieial of the Eastem Empirr. requested and obtaincd relics of the Apostles. that is. 
hnen-strips (beandsa\ Jowervd into their graves (GkisaB. .\aaiecU, xyi). 

—408 3 Coosiruetioii was oompleied in the reign of Honorius (J95'423): • THEOUOSll S COEPIT, PER¬ 
FECIT HOXORll S AULAM DOCTORIS MUNDI SACRAT.VM CORPORE PAULI • 
(Dam.. ILCy. 1761 a; De Rossi. /iMcn/rfi.-ao. II. Si; SitvACNi. II, 4780). The distkh. 
prohaUv independent onginaliy. now forms part of the long mosaic inscription placed on the 
tiimnphal arch after 440 (»ee below. digest 440-4611. In ite present fonn. it obviouslv 
puctdales enostmetion by more than a generation, but the date of completion is oonAimed by 
Prudentius, who by 404-j. mentions it» dedicaiion by one ruler, necessaiily Honorius. 
• Pnarepi hmas taerarti aeces • (Pensteplunum XIl. s-i. 49). and who saw in place the 
gilded odliilgN and the marbic cohnnns. « bratkolas trabibus subltrit...SMbiiiit st Parias fulvis 
iafuaaribus tolumuas >, the foiir coloanadcs, •quaternas orJtf. and a mosaic decoration of the 
arcades or possibly of the triumphal arch and that of the apse. * caatiros kvala msipui varie 
eacaent arests • (MaHTLnez T FaZIO. ap. cit. Bibliography, T964). 
fmh CMtwy IttScriplKia briow High Altar. aPA\’LO APOSTOLO MART.». from its lettcring to be daied < not 
befoir 400. (A. Femia. S.J.. orally). 

«SS—440 In the pontihcatr of Sixtus III. Valentinian III insUUed a confessio of sflvcr. « Fecit Vateuisaia- 
mas Aagastms eauftssiourm beati Passliapostoli es argessto. fui habet libras CC > (LP, I. 233). 

440 461 Pbpe Leo Uie Gtrat rrpaired tbe church after lightning (or. thuugh less likeh to us, an carth- 
qnake in 444-443, as has bcen siiggested *) had damaged the structure and causrd part of it 
Io roUapte. •...{iatilicam^ Pauli post ignem divinam renovavit...* (L P I. 239). On the trium¬ 
phal arch a mosaic inscription. rommisaioned by Galla Placidia (d. 430) and originally com- 
posed of Iwo distichs. teferred in tbe hrst twu lines at the top of the arch to ber father's and 
brothrr s havmg erected the structure and. in the oexl twu lines along the archivolt, praised 
the spleodatir added by Leo: the last tvro distichs were accompanied by the ligures of Saints 
Peter and Paul, flanking the springers of the arch. 


‘ F» th» h»*«y ot Ue rnuovOTty. me M4aiu<ai t r«no. La Sagamit Uaalita-... Keaar. ttfi, fatum. 

• A. «p ea. BMngnpky. tftt. 441 f 

• tw Home. /teenfUemtt. jftr. aa. Sjj. Pxuerxu o». i»it. w8 L 


. THKOlXiSa S tOEPIT. PERFECIT HONORIUS Ai;i..\M 
DOCTORIS MUNDI SAt RATAM CORTORK P AULI 
PLACIDAE Pl.A MENS OPERIS DECUS OMSF. P.ATF.RSl 
GAUDET PONTIFICIS STUDIO SPLENDERE LEONIS 
H lASlTOK HIC EST, FIDEI PETRA, CULMEN HONORIS, 

SEDIS AINWTOLICAE RECTOR ET OMNE DECUS. 

(DiiHL. /LC T 1761 a, b, c; Df Rossi, Inscnptitmn 11, t«. 68 note; also Hi. ijg; Sii.vagni. 

II. 4780, 47S4 Thr (luMrhs w»rr reptrird wpanitrlv in vanou» syllogaiT Though damagni, 
thr iniK-riplunts »ur\ived till 1813 and were cnpied in thr lubaequent irbuilding. Tbrre 
additional iiurripluvi» on »tonr oinfimi Popr Ixu s restnralion. Tbe hisl, fommly on the 
inner face of the (acadr abnve the Central door. uimmnl up his wi>r1i, in linea 7-10; 

. NAM POTIORA NITENT REPARATA CULMINA TEMPLI 
ET SUMPSIT A IRES FIRMIOR AUIJi NOVAS 
DI M XPl ANTISTES CUNCTIS LEO P ARTIBUS AEDES 
CONSULIT ET CELERI TECTA RF.FORM.AT OPE. 

The participation of the prirsts Felix and Adeodatiu ia reeordrd. un the «ame slab of nuthle: 

. LAUS ISTA FELIX RESPICIT TE PRESBYTER 
NEC TE LEVITAS ADEOD.ATE PRAETERIT 
QUORUM FIDELIS .ATQUE PERVIGIL LABtJR 
DECUS OMNE TECTIS UT REDIRET INSTITIT .. 

(De Roasi. Inscriptiones II, 423; Silvacmi II. 4783). Frkx's activily ta ocmhimed by hia 
epitaph. dated 471 and exiant in fragmenta. • raeaavrEB... Foxnnct'» Claro placati ssC 
NofA lEosi ; rosr LAnst-n rr Reparans venerasm cmImina FAVai nrir onaia raali re- 
notandam credeuxT AfUAK Depostius...Leone aug. III I et Pruhiano v.c.i roaaa. . (DiBHL. 
ILCy. 1762; De RtrsSl. Inscrsptumes I, 831; 11 , 68; Silvauki. 11, 4958). Pope Leo ab» 1». 
stored Ihe founlain in the atrium, aa witneaa the Centnla syHoge. . Iste pcrticult la ateuf Sti 
Pauit scripti sunt. Perdiderat name pUne tanOiarus orr nmtf Pronda padortt per lotum 
cara Leonis...Qaiaps* tuis meritis taneranda tacrana Paalt , infrtdtrtt sappUt, ablue fonla 
manas • (De Rossi, Insaeptiones. U, 80 f.; Silvaosi. II. 4785) 

468 483 Popr Simplicius provided for bapttem to be adminiatrred at S. Paolo by the clergy Itom ergio / 

\LP I. 249). 

498 514 Pope Sv-mmaebua buUt alroshoiises (?) or pUgrims' hoateU (• paapertbas katnlacaU .) at S. Paulo, 

S. Lomuo and St, Peter s. At S. Paolo. he realorrd the apae which was on the verge of 
ruin. had a picture placed behind the confessio, a vault made (in the apae?) and a asahvneum 
laid out. The mcaning of tbe latter U unclear. He alao placed a silver image «4 Chnat and 
the Apostles above the coniesno. He buUt stepa dew^nding Irom thr narthex to the upro 
space of the atrium and the iountain. Behind the ajnr, he arranged for water to be Icd in 
to supplv a baptulerv (or a bath?), wh»ch he buih tbere. . ressovani abstdam. faae in raiuj 
inm,nebat, et post confnstonem pseturam tanaxtt e* camaam facit et malroneam: et safur con¬ 
fessionem isnapnem argenteam cum Salvatorem et XII apostolos posmst.... st ante fores bastU- 
cae grade^s fecit in atrium et cantarum: ei pott abssdam atfuam tnlrodusU. uhs et Warum a fun¬ 
damento fecit . (LP l. 262). See ako Ihe inscnptwn tranamilled by the avUogai. • la 
absida sancti Pauli supa fontem' HEC DOMUS EST FIDEI MENTES l B1 SI MM.A 
POTESTAS L1BER.AT ET SANCTO Pl RGATAS FONTE TUETI R. (Ut R-iiw. 
Insaipliones II. 68, qS). 

588 -604 Pope Grrgorv provided for Masa to he celebrated over the body uf the vaint. aa he did at St Peter ». 

- fecit ut snpa corpus beati Petri auanu cetebearentur: dem et in ecclesiam ieati Pauli ea¬ 
dem fecit . (LP I. 3x0). He abo atrangtd for digging to be «k»« at tbe tfunb <4 St. Paul, 
wrth the intentiun of . improvwg tbe site«, aa wilne-iA his leltcf to tbe Emp tw < uostanliaa. 

. Sed et ego aliquid...ad McrofiaaimuM capus sancti Panli apostoli mehvrare solas, d fusa na- 
cesse aai. ut luxta sepulcrum eiusnsedi efiodin aldut debuisset.. • 1/irgidraai EpssiUarum. 
Book IV. Ep, 30; .WGH, Epp. I 2O4. also MlcsE. PL. LXXVll, cui. 7011 A nunnery 
at St. Paul a, dedkated to St. Siephen. is firrt relerred to in another letter oI h». dated 604' 
{Registrum. B.ok XIV, Ep. 14: «6« »» 433 ‘ : »1» LXXVll, cuL 1316; 

«e G. Ferraju. Momasterus. 254 8.1. 
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. J rhr iuitctiU' nnmiwi «he basilica Mhirh «fre m rtisirpair. 

687- 701 Pnpc- S«pu» ""''*? .‘^^Xt^vrith iH-w tw«m« browht from CaUbria. and chan^rri thc old 
m«.A-dthcns<>foi thccM.rch^«n^ ^ H c-l»c»ia unn^ttsa in circmiw 

' ^ right nf the altar ,s ...m 

„«-705 Pm»-John,w. •. 3«.i). ^ 

715-741 Koof repair* »«ry J' << ,«jii«w»f «w^ieTKif ^artc"» 

•* ‘-V***"**" finW /«rra/ tain» qnasiutMn... -• (tP I. 

««) tllc Uttrr ckarlv in Iho naxT. .. .•,»/«.,7 »««. P »tqu, /«/..« .7«7«« ai -ren «1- 

. ‘tr T:tMo"S«rlHr:";tr: SlVatTramo under .-..pe Lco. . S...sanr- 
778-785 ;«W.- arrn» .Wr« «-.orem iacUns. - -»«.■.« dr- 

Pine^. Xerra. «r-^ira», /««m C Anr/„„ «„ ,,g,n<, yaa/ma- seniores n^mi». »-o 

*«>r«a7 » Epp W S»)- ff-drian also renrwed thf silverplating owr the 

bodv of Saint Paul, had a large curtain made and pUrrd at the main dnors of the basilica and 
aniitber ooe hung uiidrr the triumpha! arch near the altar, whilc seventy others werc made 
for the imereoliimniatiims. Hc pas-r.l the atrium, then in bad rep.air, »ith marblc; » ...i» 
ere&sM J‘«i»/«...iirr«ii"i for^ eiioJen» /ortoris muiuii tx /aminis arg,tnleix...quomxm ar- 
grmimm UlnJ fxi iUJftn primitus tral uimis confractum txisUhai. Item /er.<...corri>ia»n ma- 
unem iuxta innuas principales, e» palUis quadrapcJis .M aliam cfjrlinam maiorem fecit er pal- 
Jeis quadrapoiis. quae pendet suh areo maiore tuzia alture.../eciV rWa numero I.XX. Alnum... 
anod antea nimis desu/alum exislrial...ex marmort/ms pulcPris sternere fecit o [J.P I. 4'>9)- 
<;;n^ sntTK roof heama wcre in h«fl shape, hc had lhirty-fi\T ncw ones installwl. Hc aUo 
resloml the aislcs. • ...lemens txisUnUs trabes per pnsca tempora vetustas ad modicumque rui¬ 
turas.. Mam a mnutrr resiauratit. In qua et mutavit trabes maiores numen XXXy. et per cir¬ 
cuitum nusdem ecclesiae a noriter portica omnia renovari! v [LP I. ,‘50fi): adomed the 
rbanccl. the altar of Saint Paul and its confessio; and donated altar vcsscls. icons and lighling 
ftxiures lU' I. 504. 9*>, Sto. 511. 3»2)- , , . , .. , 

796—816 Pope Lco 111 adomed tl« church with itruitres {LP II. 8). dniiattsl a vancty of devotional ubjects 
and fumi.shings. e»ii«:ially curtains (LP 11.2.«) and repaired the apse vaiilt or provulcil a 
mn^c like ihat at St. Peler‘s. • ...camera eiusdem hasilicc in modum beati Pefn...««ni/er ftcil 0 
[LP n. 2). Aftcr an earthquake in «01. «...ecclesia beaix Pauli...lerre motu concussa, omnia 
sarta tecta ruerunl... * <LP II. g; also F.inh.ikd, . 4n««fes. ann, «oi; .V67f. ■S.'> 1. i«9 f ). 
Leo 111 repaired the roof, pavrd the church and its chancel with marblc and restored the tran- 
sept and aislcs. He proridcd the windows with stucco gratings and gave images to the 
church. as well as lighting fixtures, a silver canopy over the altar, a gold cross and a hanging 
fo» the altar. •. .presbilerio quamque lota a ecclesia marmoravit ei eius portica renovavit... 
in narem quae est super altare sarta tecta omnia nociter restauravit...lencsiras...ex metalla 
gyptimo decoravil...feeU...cybnrium cum columnis suis super altare...crucem...pendeulem in 
pergula ante altare...atque velum rubeum qui pendet ante altare o tLP II, 9. 'o* *3). 
joining the entrance Io the chancci, hc ptaced two silver angels. flanking the icon of Christ: 
•... angehs ex argento purissimo deauratos H, qui slanl iuxta imaginem .Salvatoris in ingressnm 
vestibuli. . . (LP 11. 15: lor other gifts see LP II, 15, 16, 18, 19, 2«. 27. 29, 30, 33>- Capi- 
tals wcre placod on tlie marble columns of the chancri ei.closure and its wooden archilraves 
wcre rcplaced tocarry marble slabs adomed with pictures; «Super columnas vero marmoreas 
quae slanl in circuilu ollaris.,.ubt trabes quondam ligneae positae fuerant...super ipsas columnas 
lilios pom fecit ei super ipsos lilios ex metallis marmoreis platomas posuit tftVersif picturis... ■> 
(LP II, 30). At the entrance to the crypt uiidcr the High Altai, I,eo 111 erected a portal, as 
wilncm the inscription: ■ Supra portam confessionis sub ollare apostolorum, I.liO (iRATIA 
OEI III EFISfOHLS HUNC INGRESSIM SANCTAE PLEBI DEI MIRO DECORE 
ORNAVIT . (Paxvwio. Vat. lat. 6780, fui. 96' and*; l.ooNio. Stationi, c. 237: sec also 
PfcsAKiM, Siudi Romani, I, 1913. 445.1. 


Nelemoe |inlu|w to Ihe " ielulaiulii ~ «t Symniacaui, aboie, dig. «94-514. 


S, CAOio rvoRI l 


847 868 Popes Lco IV' (»47-855) aiuI Beiiedicl III 1855-838) repaired the tlamiiKo eauved by the Sariirrn» 
at the tomb of St. Paul and leplucrd it» »ilveri»lating (LP U, i jh, 147), 
lOlh «t lltb Repaiis wcic made to the wall» ol the church a» witiie»» cohi* lalei h.iind thcti-; . .Vd 1628 .i Ji 
centuries 15 llmemlrt furon iroiwte nelU miiraglie di tat cAiriu |la basilica (ll S. P.inln; dieci hii>nele oehti 

...con lellere impresseio; el in hna vi lesti cnil <>‘11 ;0. ciut Otio cbe Mvoira flllour tmp... • 

(ipintrd in PrsAHtM. op. cil,, igi.j, 492. n. 2). r.iiii» ol the «nn- prriuil, . Irnm uvei vr- 
venty diderent mints • are said tu have Iwcn found wln-n the rampaniU- wa* demn1)«hed altpr 
1840 (AHMRi.r.iKj-CECCHni.i.i. Cbiexe, 1159). 

1070 ,\s abhol of S. PboIo, Hildebranrl (later Pii|v (Iregoiy Vll) telurined the ttuma*ti'ry and cli>itnpd 
up the church. prcviously used as a shcltci for animal» iPat 1. ot Hituniiuii, Pdu (Iregirtii Vll, 

Mic.nr, t XI.VllI, rol. 43). Paiitaleoii of .Vtnulfi donated a «et of hnniM donrs mude in 
Constantinuplc (E. Josi, La Porta Hiianliiui dt Su» Paulo, ed. Uii. (len. tiallerie Pontlririe, 

Kome, 1967, 7 H.). 

1115—1143 After liglitiiiiig lutd cauwd the Icad sheathing (?) of the ap»e roof Io mcll and »ome nl the heami 
(of the transrpi?) to bum in lilS, « ...»«»ic<i Pauli ex Irihiinali igne de caelo laciam, iil el ledi 
plumbum mnflarf/ur el trabes...aTderent. ..monflrant indicia frulwji « (L/* 11, .tot). Pupe Inno- 
cent II I1130-11431 built a wall resting on marble cohimn» aero» the tranarpt to cuppuri the 
roof. ► ...teciion qui ruinam minabatur, consiructn super columnis marmoren muro, /irmisiime 
roboravit el partem tecli...longissimis trabibus reiarrivU » (t P II. 3H41. 

1103 - 1226.36 The cloister, brgim by Cardinal Peter ol Capua (d. 1214) was cumpleti-d bv .\bbo1 John Cart.tni 
(t2i2 - .olter 1226 and lielore 1235I. the latliT mentioncd in Ihe loUovniiK inarriplion: 

. ARDEA QrEM C.ESCIT QUIBUS AMBAS VIXIT IN .VNNIS 
CETERA DISTOSUIT BENE PROVIDA DEXTRA lOHANNIS . 

(Thifonf., .1 Serie dei Prepositi, Relton ed .\bbati...». Ririsla Slt.<rica Hrnedetlina {1909I 150 H.; 
EtULLG, • L'i.«<ririone ilel chiislro di S Paolo «, .-IrcA. Soc. Rum btor. Patr. 44 (19211, xlu) H.). 
Before 1216 The apse mosaic. mnstly the worlt o( Popr Honoriii» lll (1216-1227) thmigli Ingtin by Innocrnt 111. 
aH«r 1227 was complcted aftcr Honnriu» by Abbot John Caelani, as wilmu» Die dKlicalory inicription: 

.) Honorius pap.v iii ioh.x.nnis OAiei ANUs abbas... guoo ho.nowv» aktis iiomoiiii vafa 

PIUS lECIT... : ABBA.S POST PAPAM, QrP.M < HKISTIS AH ALTA VOCAVIT OM.xP. lOIIANMItS OPl.S 
MIR.V P1ETA1U UtAVH . (NlCOLAI. 2« illld pl. VllI; LaUXF.B. Pj/ls(6lUMlfl<. II, Ru If,), 

A Iclter Itom Honorius, daled January 23. 1218. timnk* the Doge of VVmce (or dispatrhing a 
mosaicist and requests twai more to worlc at S. Paolo iRegidrum Honorii Papae lll. 1, lul. 

P. PiesHutti, Rome, l8«8, no. 1019I. 

1277 1280 Under Abbot John VI and Po)x Nicliolaii lll the rcpainting of tlie frcscocsin tlie nave wasfinUhcd; 

(lagineiitary inscriptions, rccordcd in Cod. Harii, lat. 4402: • Plfta |«it!) ust pars iicLasiu... 
muub uoM. iiiois sextus abbas» and • uusus sacer et monachu ., the Ulter o-ferring tu 
Giangarlano Orsiiii, later pope Nichola» III (J. Whitk. C avalliiii iiwl the lost Irescoes ir 
S. Paolor, yoirnia) Warbtirg and Cmirlauld /nsl. ,\I.X, 1956, «5 I., pl. 25 L. *1; **=*' 
Gakbek, op. of,. 1918, 1-1 and Waetzoi.u. Kopien. 56 (f.). 

1285 The Golhic canopy over the Hi.gh Altar was erected by AnvoUo di Cambio aiwl l^•ter. hi» co-wurkei: 

e Anno mii.i.eno centum bis et octvacf.no gvixTo... moc opvs rECii aknui.ph»;» cum 

51)0 SOCIO PETHOi (NiCOLAI, 2311. 

1323 25 Fa^ade mnsaic dates from tlie puiilificate of Pope John XXII. ■> ...accepimus in facie mawris 
fcefesiae ^ (sancli Pauli) > opus i««jflici(»i »if incoeplum... . (Srverano. SelU (hteic. .W-.J98; 
J. GaRPNER, •■Copies of Koman musaic* in Edinburgh», Hitrlinglon Pfagaiine. ( XV, 11273. 
583 f ); s Cvt«f««o...oWii(<««»im el redditum prmenieulium de maiori altari...facta favute 
operis mosuici (iice^fi i« /acie eiusdem ecclesiae... o (.Armeli.isi-Crccheli.i. (hiese, 11.59). 

1342—60 An earthquake in 1.349 caused the campanile to fall and daimiged part of the atrium: « ...Iremuoii... 

a Roma fecinno cadere ii cam/iaiiilc della ckiesa grande di .Sait Paolo, can parte dclte Uiggi in 
quella tAiVtu...» (MAriEO Villam, Istorie. lib. I. Cap. XLV. Elorence. 1577, 33); it was 
apparenily repaired by Clcincnt \'l. 

1425 The church and mona.stery of S. Paolo were in a bad state ol dLsreiiait. Th.- greater jmrt of the 
roof heing d.im.Tgcd. the basilicit Uy open to tlie elemenls; piigrims cooked theif meals all 
around lite walls of the church and drunkcnly fouh-d the building; at night. her.Umen and 
shephcrds biotight their animals to sheltcr in the church and inonastery; • ...Ecclesia cum 
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■ . ,_ rWiwrfiaii/... •- t^nly thf cU>i 9 tfr retainMl its nrauiy. >■«» v 

p.,. ■'-!-p 

rrpairtyi Hf also iT*toi«l and refonlKd Ihe mcMv-istcr) ’ • vi, „t 


I tfcUsia <1 
1 Maktineii i. R«ntt 


:5 ptrftfie. tKlfvnm confieriri fffil... » (quutcd n 

,»» .580 Six," .Whi'.«rLosarc .n>»nd thc Hi«h MUr. 

«>d srt np the calhrdra iu thc U.trr: ^ ..M...ch<fo anl.cr? aHh> altor>*>"i‘ ^ 

^ f w« rfaA- '• 

MU imU cupM....s<mk sJal, le,y,U...glimtMimtnli cht ingombranoU^ * ««> 
(«W. thc lliKh Altar)«/ sohhbp P,mltfict td i curJinitIi th* r$ti«lon,i...soHo I /’* 

onriprio .t mJ ca8»> w jfpWrtvi gii JMa partt di Jieiro fxr aJcun* $caUU^: fo/io U 1 ntuna... 
U ra/aiiii<f...*'5. Giniiatto i iUU Vanno passatv (13S7I r*»«w t coptfia iopra per far il piano 
tummnnlv aUe Mesae Pimlifieali... . (UcoMo. Slationi. fol. i^r and’: (ot the prcvii’U* siluation 


4«- Paj(«n-io. Vat. lat. 6jSe) f. and PemkiNI, irp. ci/.. 191.1. 4“^ ff >- 
IS97 Cofteml cciJiiM'of franwpt iii>iaUed (Nicol.m, 461. m». 16, 17; FoncEiua, Iserizinni. XII. 16). 
Slwnly Transept and apsr rrdccorated >eon rieche cappeUet’ with ncw HikIi Altar in the apw:. colouicil 
b«l*n 1000 marblc and mrwair rrvytinent and with two altant at eithcr cnd of thc franscpt (Parim, 
le to$e meremgiiose d, Ruma, Ronip. 1600. 17; pANriROLi. Tesori naicosii. 1645, 653 f). 
aa. lets fark» .Vadrmu built thc CappclUi dcl S3. Sacramento, partly destroycd in iSaj (Hibiiabo, 
Carh Madento, London. 1971. »»«). 

ICS8 Ciw»» td thc tenth and ekventh ccntuiy were (ound in the walU of thc lKi>dica {sce nhove, Ui.;. 


lulh and itth eenturica). 

I7S8 I ndcr Benediet XIII, thc arrhiicrts Antonio Canevari and Aurelio .Saffi demolUhcd thc old 
narthex, and built thc portico in Iront of thc church, a first re-building designed by Aicvtiindro 
Sfircclii has-ing coIlapEx-d (inscription gixing date on thc cntnWatiiiv; Forcella, Iscrizw- 
m. XII. 21, no. 37): at thc samc time a fttrecourt wiut created by remosing thc columns stili 
atanding unruofcd in the atrium (Tm. JMteritione delte pitture, 176.1. 6.3; XlcoLAt. ai). 

ITfiO Bmcdtct XI\' had thc oid papal portraite nssiored. adding others. with au inscription under hi» 
own (NtroLAI. a6o). 

I8S3 The oid baaihca was severely damaged by lirc: thc roof ivas destroycd. with the upper parts of thc 
walk oi thc transept, thc aislc colonnadcs and thc (uitci walls «f the aisics; thc aislc eolon- 
itadcA wcre damaged, thc iriiiinph.tl arch endangered; the nave colonnadcs and clcrestury 
waDs in large parts collapsed (above, 97, Ancient Illustrations, 1823). 

1884 A cumprtitioa for rebuilding thc basilica was publicized by thc Accademia di S. Luca (Fischer, 
op. tH.. 1972;. 

182S A ournmnwinn was appointed Io discuss rebuilding thc church: ^'aladic^‘s pruposal Io rcbuild the 
transept oolv. while eitber demolishing thc nave or using it as a ponch. was rejeclcd in favour 
of Pasquale Bellis projeci of reconstructing the old building (FiSClIER. op. «/., 1972I. 

28 The coloniudes and upper walls of the na\-e, the triumphal arch and thc upper paris of the tran- 
««pt were tafcen duwn: new columns were sct up for thc triumpha! arch (FtSCIlER, i/p. cil., 
1972; see ako above, 97, Ancient Illustrations, 1829). 

122® 21 The final pians submitted by Belli discussed in 1830; thc controversy was led by Fea regarding Belli'5 
propusaJ to raise the pavemrnt levcl by three palmi in the nave and aislej, and by live in the 
transept {Oul)bt..jUaa Commissione..., 1831, 46, 56. 59 f.; Fea, La Basilka Osliense iibera- 
U ... passim; Fischer. op. dt., 1972). 

**28 44 Aft« Brih sdrath, Poletti continued rebuildingr crus» wall in transept demolishcd (sce dig. 1130): 

transept coiMecrated 1840; nave and aisles, although not quite tinished, consecrated 1854; 
lavade of 1725. induding its medievai center part and mosaic, pulled down in 1S40'». 

1880 The cumenteme of the new quadriporticus was laid (CALbARl.Mi. La Cos/rM£ioHe dtl tfuadripor- 
tuo... 18901. 


1888 Quadriporticus completed. 


TiJU^EM 


D. GENF:KA1. 1)KS( KIPTtON 

Old S. Paolo, huilt in the late fourth century* and thoroughly repaired. firM by Popr- Leo 
the Greal and inany times thereafler. was scverely dainaged .and in p.irts destroycd by fire 
in Jnly 1823. It was rehuilt from 1825 to 1854, and heyond, on the old plan and apparently 
using thc old foundations; a nave flanked by two aisics on eitber side and a deep transept, 
terminated by a scmicircular apse. But thc rising walls were largely bnilt ex movo and thc 
structure was re-inlcrprctcd in lerms of the muetecnth century concept of a Classical Chri.stian 
Teniple in clevation both ititeriur and exterior, proportion», choice of malcrials, colowr and Ught. 

Thus thc new structure rises on the \ ia Ostiense in a quarter of Romcwhichhas Ireentrowding 
on it increasingly fioin the late iiineteenth century on {pl. 111, tig. 81I Its ap.se. facing east, lums 



its back on the highway and is joined to and hidden behind a mid-nincteenth century campanile- 
To the West, the basilica is preceded by a <iuadriporticus built between i8qo and 1928. To the 
north, a porch was attached to the transept in the iSqo^s. resting on twelvc colunuis whose shafts 
were spoils from the old basilica. To the south. along the highway and attached to the transept, 
exlcnd thc inonti-stery huildings, medievai with later additions and including the thirteenth 
century cloister. Three rooms of peculiar shape and apparently antedating thc cloister intervene 
between it and the south transept arm: a eross-shaped structure, now used as a baptistery. its 
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Tviveincnt i-zi m. belaw tfiat of the transrpt; wcst of it an anfcroom, tiow umwe<l: finally, hc 
s^raJled cliapil of S. Ginliano. with remains of fourfeenth century murals. ?rom it a na^ow 
courivard n.ns «-«t. skirting thc south flank of Ihc church anrt mdin* south of thc qua< riportic ua 
in a »maJl gatden; both th«- rourlyard, known as thc anheoloRua. and Uie gardpi» 

shcltfr rapitals. bases and other fragmciits siirv-ivnng from Ihe old basiUca destroyed in I«2.V 
K ia imposstblc to decide loday hr>\v far this tliormighjebuilding was juslified by tlie state of 

thc ruiti. Vicw», donc right 
I afler thc catastrophe in 1823 
and over thc foUowing years, 
and contcmporary contro- 
versics illustrate tlie extcnt 
of the damagc (figs. 82, 83). 
A large stretch of the north 
colonnadc and the uppcr Wall 
in the nave liad collapsed. 
Only six arcades at thc east- 
ern and two at the Western 
end of the nave remaincd, 
though with damaged column 
shafts supporting the survd- 
ving fragments of thc upper 
Wall. In thc soulh colonnade 



fi S. Pwlo f. I m. L. Rciiiiii, nave hom vitai, hi mlns. lowards iraiueiit, hrokcn down, but the cntire 
watercolOTir. clerestory wall had rcinained 

in place up to the eavcs line. 
Iiideed, it is surprising how 
much of the structure stili 
.secmcil intact, at least to the 
iiaked eye; thetransept to its 
lull height; the apse; Ihe 
triunaphal arch surmounted 
by the e;«t gahle of Ihe 
nave; the cntire fa^‘ade: the 
colonnatlcs separating the 
aislcs, both north and south; 
and the outer wall.s of the 
aisles. Stili, the lops o( the 
Walls throughout and the 
bearing members had appar- 
ently sulfered so badly that 
«j. .‘vamc, engraviijg. ^ "'as decided to pnll down 

and rebuikl the parts in 

immediate danger: the Western transept walLs as far down as thc east ends of the inner 
aisles; the triumpha! arch and its columns; and the entire nave. By 1829 these parts had 
hecn demulishe<l and rehuilding had sturted on the triunipliaJ arch; but both nisle colonnades 
and the outer walls of the aislcs were standing untoueheri {fig. 84). The latter are the parts 
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which the lirst arrhitect in rharge, Pasquale ftelb, niarked to be prcwrvcd in the plan» and 
memo submitted in 1830. The omer walls, indecd, remaincd ^lig. Ssh In order ti> protort 
the building against groundwaler and tlcMidlng, Bctli also proposed — ugainst strong oppnsition, 
led by Carlo I-Va - to raise Ihc pavement of the nave and aislc» three /irtffHi over ihe former 
Icvcl. As Work pnicpcded under his successor, l.uigi Holetll. furtUrr lUangcs wcte mode. 

Tlie nave levol was ruised over four palmt and thus c«. qo cm.; the aisle colonnades aml theit 
uppcr Walls were rebuiit from thc ground; a campanilc w,w built against ibo apse eni-lrning 
part of it; and the mcdieval fa<;ade as well as the eighleenth cenlury porlito gave way to a 

" Neo-liarly CUrislwn” eniranre. 

Its (ourteenth century mnsaic was 
sacrificed; so were the fritaro cyrles 
and their stuc.co iraming formerly 
on the nave Walls, excepi ing part 
of the series of papal portraits 
in roundrls. now in thc museum 
of thc convent. Only thc mosaic 
of the triumphat arch, rcmnvcd 
after thc hre and rcpakrcd, was 
put back. 

(liven this situatlon, atehae. 
ological evidenre for wliat is 
preserved iif the old hasilira can 
he hut slim. Morcover, large parts 
tliul may have survived the lire 
' y I and the hand of thc restorers, are 
MM.wi hiddrn: the luuiirhitions, lielow 

ii, thc new nave pavement. the 

walLs of the aislcs and the loWer 
portionsof the transept walls, «uitside under 
a thh k coat of stucco, inside uniliT marble 
revctiiuTit- Only a fcw elemenis could he 
identilied and in part remaiu visibU-: a 
large stretch of Wall with windiM’ jambs 
and window piers high up on the south 
Wall of Ihe transept; froth hutlresses pro- 
je^ tiiig south from the comers ol that Wall; 
fourlh ientury bricWwork on tlie outer 
face <d thc apse; a piece ol (ourth eentury 
briikwork at the Southwest corner ol the 
transept; aml a gooiUy nunilier ol tapilals 
and bases pertaining some to the iiisle 
colonnades. onc to the triumplial arch. 
others to the nave colonnades. Twelve column shafts from tlie aisle arcade» were reused 
in the nineteenth century north porch; twelve shafts of puvonazitUo. heavily repaired. were 
placed against the walls of thc transept. These elements will ali lie described further on. 

Howevcr. oiie more archac.logical element has to lie metitioned in the present context; 
29 cm. below thc last step of thc High Altar it U raised four steps. 0.73 m.. over the preseiit 
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m. Coltofavi, rxirrior during r 
from nnrthwesl. 1838. 














tran«?pt psiTTnpnl lir fiv<» maible pbqufi, th# mie enRTa»-(xl PAVLf). tlir o«lwr AWSTOI.O 
MAKT.. bo»h inscriptions (arin;; ra»t '>S. MSl' Tlirp<> « cimmuitiViitirig t hannrls nf itiHrmii 
ilrptb. later drilleil into thc pUgiir». uUmvriJ for thr Jowrring ot brumita. Iinen ntripiiwhrtlier 
«r nnt lhr>i‘ rluinrieU xlill len-etl for offerine« of uil or winr, aii cuoiuinjry in early liineji. it a 
nHV)f point. in oiir opinion. as nili be slnwn, thcy do not dato lieforc ihe sevenlh rcntury- 
Mea.«iiieD)eiilt, date and tlie pretuincd ori^nal potition ni tlie pUi|urs will be diM-usM-d below. Hnt 
sincc they ane and wrre iised by iiineleenili cenlury «bservert at a ronvenirnt point of refrrenie, 
their preteiit piare, beloH- tho Hiffh Altar and 0.44 ni. abuvr Iranscpt Icvrl. shouid be kept in ininJ. 

Es-idmer for ens-isapn^ tlir Ikisdira a.s buiit iu the l.ilr foiiilb reninry and .vs sobtequenlly 
rnivKlelleil n^thf up until its Anal «lestrurtion. thus rc»ts primarily on itevriptiont and illut- 
trationt prereding that ratattrophr. 'fJicse tourrt^ will b« presented in liefail in the appro- 
jtriHlr pla<». HonetTT, it secms adtisaWc at thit jannl to present an nver.ill pirtut» of thr 
striiriure . :l rov immrdiatcly beh»re the firc on ,Inly 15-10, 18.'j. This pieliininarv picture 
\nll be baoed on the niosi roinpletr and ateurate swivey of the obi stnirliire availaiile, to wit 
Andrca Alippi s plan> and elevalions whkh illutlrale Nicolai s huge piibliration and are 
comnirntrd on in Xirol li t text (pj». 111, I\ , fi^fv .ss, b(>>. Contenipiirary exterior and interior 
sietst supplemcnt this. the inain soiirco. 

The buildinft rose in the piam between the Tiber to the wrst and soutlmest at its 
clotcil point ataiul aon m. ditfaiil, and the Via (Jstier»si< raisi-d over its Koin.ni prede. estor. 
Altnost tiiurhing the road with its apsr, the rhinch stoinl isolaled extept lor toiiffcritrs of 
rfiapeis and otlier low stmf tnres huddlod apaiiisl its ea.st favade alonfi the r.>a.l (lijj .,.d. and the 
imputini; bulk of the thr«<e->ioried tnonasteiy that ahulted thr .Southern teniiinus of the transept. 
From the outside it rnade its . hief impreasion throuRh its preal sue and the simple volonie* 
of its uinslituent rlements. 

To the West a simplv iv.tlled forerourt, buill in i;j5, prcesled ihc .structure. It 

is not inrlmled in .Mifipi » 
survev. biif it is kiiMvn froin 
ronleinjHjrarv ivdHfe sut li ,is 
firanesi s cn^ravinq of the 
fai,ade (fijj. »b) .-mrl it wits 
dnscrilied hy Nicolai rert.an 
ffular, 4<»5 pulmi long and 
a«f9 wiife, sr^io m. by l>h.l»8 
tn-, its iioilh Wall in oftus 
xurafsnrniim tufelli <-onstriir- 
tion, and llms presomablv 
medievj]. Itsonly decorative 
leature was a (jate in ils north 
flank framed by Karoqiie 
jiiers. At Ilie eastem end of 
the couti a narthex extrnclrd 
. in fnmt of the churrh, it» 

wven .'irched openings articulated hy pim and applie.i roliiiiuis. sin^ly or in pairs. supporliiiR 
the entablafure An ji..s.ripfion gave ihc yoar of ronstruciion. 1745. Almve, the fa^ade of 
hr nave wat. flanked by eiRhlceiuli rentury low curvod half gabJes. It oi>rned iu Iwo 

■ Oaror. .lulKta. j*r f 



su^nmpose.1 „er., each .d th.ee wn,,.b.ws. tlie bnse, tie, art.cuU.cd hv ... 

.nps and panel., applied. i, to the ea.her tacu.te Wall Th.s earlv w .,1 Z 

e e of the Iipper tier and < arrteil the miMan donatesi in 1^15 by |.>hn \XII Vli 

r-ertlo, ... .1«- npper windeesv ,„pportM tlie .ledintent, tbu wa, p,', 

r,r. T- .. '"'.•s . rl„ 

me hecal, iis lower parts possibK np to and ,n. buting the two wm.bow lier», nuy well ! -. „1 
earlirr date. A n.r.H-.staj.ed hri. k rampa.nie ,.«e al ibr northwest . ormr of ,he la.'^l, 
t wa, unusnallv bm for a medreval campamle of a irvajor Ko.nan bo.ib.a, tuin, no lueW 
than the roof of the nave, f.s bnces, tte. . onUme.1 ,.„rs of bwv .ou„4 ar. l.e., wu ! " 

earb side tbat fiad l*en bb.ked in ,hr .ourse time Iu,.,., two „er, 
reionstrorlmn subse,,„e„t the cdlapse of ihal p..rimn of thr tower in an eanh«..aW, 
the middle of tlK. hfteentl, .entiiry. F.uh si.le was n.arked by a wmgle lan.et iL l.<^rr 
tine» closesl. the ii,q>rr <mr, .qwn p,«n|ed ar.hed k./we ilig. X7) 

erd.de. was essentially the salne as M w„ aftet ,845 ^ t«ll n,ve lUnked by Iwo uWe, e,ih..r 
«tde^the inner aides higbe, tban the ou.er unes, but uinlrr a . om.n.ai sb.pmg mo, « 
nearfy as lall a, the nave; and a itemitir. uUr ap« the wh-le ..riente.1 west ,pi. ni IV 

figs. 88. Sq). l)j,.»enM<His, a. given by NuoI.m a,M otlw-T. Will t- fonnd below • Hevm 
door-s, at N.rolai s Ume, |ed from the nartln-x into the ,hur..h. Ihree 11, Itie iruiii nave a,«| 
m 8ach of Ihc four aules» The ou.er walU, exrep, tbe la,a.le. were bare of stm.o tlu-ir 
brv k faced mnsonry show,ng ,l,e ,ra,es of num,^»,,, retiairs and Ivbe ked wind.nvv Aln.p. 
pirHents no elevation of the outsi.le north ^„h. »,ol ..mlemj.xarv b as Se,.., * 

d Agincourfs (f,g. 87) an.l Alippi virvex »f tlnr 
interior, show twenty-one large loumi bea.lcl 
Windows in the nnv. wallrd up «ve the fiftii. 
tenth. Mteentli and tweiitieth, . oiiniing from the 
West (pl. IV). In thr north aisle. sevrn rectanguUi 
Windows opened < orresprmdiiig to espr>- ibird 
intercolnmniatioii. siarling with the «xond an«t 
ending with the IWentietIi; tlwy were presiimaMv 
of sixteenth or seventeenth century d.»tf. Seven 
more windmvj higher up, round h.-a.icd and ali 
blofked. remained from an earlirr sr|. As rn.srked 
in Alippi s plan, their distribution (ollows ii*. drar 

pallem: hut Niroki» I>clie%e.l tl«,t Ihere wa, orig,n..Uv -me to ra. h intereolumnialioi, In Se,.,.„ 
dAgimoiirts late eightemth century rWati.m Ibry aiqi.af to *: n.und headetl and iIkm» 
blo. k«l are stdl fiUed with a /n/ort tra.rrv. In the s.,ufli aisb- Ahppt saw only ilw Ule 
rrrtangiilar wintltMs and only ,ix of thetn: the ,4». e .d 4 iwvrnth Was bbe k. d by the in.sitev.l 
ronvent buildmg». The exlenor of Ihe i.ansept ,s be*t cmUed in Nic»|... texi and 
lippi s platps (figs. 8«, 89). High in the We*! Wall ol rach arm, were threr 01 uli. ali blrahed. 
|u-st below the eaves hnr. Bebm. two hiigr ar. he»-the outer ones with doulde. the innet 
Vtlth tnple voiixxoir» - were inter,irrted by Nicolai anti Alq^ a* w iudoW heaila, uwleed. 



‘ Hrlov. IV. n 

• ««oca,, p, 

• Nir.iLsi, jei 






















> 


lOR 





(W. & f. 1. m. .AUppi, trwunTr* *- «retioli «hrough ravr and aiskf, i«ts. 



*9. S Paolo f I m .Mippi, transverse sccticm through tranaept. 1S15. 

vcrlical lines running down frrim their springings suggest Ihe jambs of enormous Windows, 
later blorlcpti Bnt the character and function of these fealures remain in doubl and will 
have to be dixeussed further- Al tlie coriicrs. both east tind West of earh transept arm, bnttrcs- 
«cs projerted north and south respet tivcly, designed to strengthen the west and easl walls 
of the transept. indeed. a huge rretdce shows in Alippis survey at the northwest comor; at 
the snuthw'e8t as WcU as the southeast conicr, the facing had fallen oft' the buttress cores 
(fig 88, 89). A fifth buttress at the Southwest corner, apparcntly late in date, closed the last 
oculus, alrcady bloclted, to the south. Traces of Iwo oculi stili remained visible at Alippi's 
time bigh upin the short end wall of iho north transept (fig. 87). Thcy had been blocked and 
replaccd by the upprr paris of two large rectangular Windows starting ludlway up the transept 
Wall, apparcntly of sixteenth century date, the.se were sunnounted in the gable by a small 
rectangular opening. Nicolai, howcver, stili saw ciear traces of three huge round-headed Windows 
and three oculi above, arranged axially. The east (ace of the transept and tlie aiwc were 
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riot surveyed by Alippi and were rarely showm in vtduU- Bvii Nicolai describes tlic transept 
Walls, likc their we.stein l ounterpart, as having opened in two huge round-headed Windows 
and three oculi surinouniing the iiitervals; .md, indeed, Alippi’» loiigitudinal section shows, 
foreshortened. iwo oculi on the north arm, corresponding to the three in its West tace (tig, «8). 

Also, his plan presents two bultresse» ubliqucly projecting from the apse (pl. Hiy They 
reappear in a vignette of Nicolai’s Work, with Ihe lialf cylinder of the apse cmerging hctween. 

topped by a bracketed cornice (fig. 90). 

Inside, the unve walls were carried by 
arcades, each rcsling on tweiuy tali lUitcd 
columns and iwo end pier», as shcnvn in 
•Alippi s elevation and Piranesi'» view of the 
interior (pl. IV; fig. qi). We liavc tnbulaied 
(p- 153) ‘he measurements of the columns 
as taken by Nicolai and his prcdecessots 
and shall discus» olher detaiis 1h-Uiw. 

01 the twenty-one intercolumniations on 
either side, the lirst to the west luui been 
blocked. Above tlie apex o( the arche» ran 
a cuntiiiuuiis projccting i or- 
nicc; from it rose Ihe upper 
walls up to the clerestory 
Windows, one .axially over 
each inlercohimniation; biit 
only (oiir on either side 
remained open in Nicolais 
day (pl. IV). The spamlrels 
of the arcade were tilicd 
with a sliicco lemlril de&ign. 
wliile tlie upper wulk Were 
(rescoed; nmning .above the 
cornice, a Iriere carried in 
ruundei» the farnous serie» of 
papal puriraits; higher up, 
gi. S. I>SiDlo i. I. m. Piranesi, view of nave frnm wrst, ti.waiiU iranurrl. 174‘i Iraincdby twLsIed .nloiinette» 

and cornices, presumubly in 

stucco, Were panels with bihlical sccncsEarly Christian in origiii, the panel» were 
repainted in 1277-1280 by Cavallini and others*. The clerestory', by Alippi» time, was 
tinadomed. except for an eighteenth century (ramcwork of plain pilaster sirip» and stringeourses. 
Bul stili in the 1(130‘s figures of saiiits slood hctween the Windows, one to each of the twenty two 
spaces on either wall- .An open Iruss roof covered the nave, inurh admired for it» technical 
virtuosity by eighteenth century architects*. The pavement, four palmi lower th.m at present, 
one rccnlls (fig. 145), Was composed originally of marble fragtnents, many o( them pagan and 
Clirislian epitaph-s, and ali carcfully transcribed by early arcluieologists down to Nicolai; by 
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hi, fime, thc majcrity had brtn trans/rrrr»! lo the tloistcr and to a «tore mom ’• The aisic». 
uvo on cither side «if tlie nave, werc separaled l.y an arcade, resting «n twcnty colurnus, m 
in Hw nave, and kerping thc same disianrcs, but uiiflutcd and much lowcr (pN- III. 
figs. flv. 8j. 91. i4ia). Tlie arcade rarried an upper ivall, dividing thc Uvo aisle.s and pierccd 
bv arched opening», one to enrh of the inter.ulurnniations. Above thc openings, rrossbeams 
rarried thc sloping rtnrf of thc inner, highcr aisic. Similar crosslrcams. anrhorcsl helow the 
sili of the ojienings on thc «uter face of the dividing Wall and, opposite, atop the outcr Wall 
of the aisic. continucri the roof dmvnward over thc low outcr aisJes. 

At the east end ofeaeb aisie an arch. resting on heavy piers and headed by triple brick vous- 
foiri. opencd toward the transept (fig. W). The nave correspondingly coininunicated wilh thc 
transept throiigh the Iriiimphal arrh, supported on either side by a pier and a linge Ionie eolumn, 
it rarried on its facc thc mosair of the Four and Twcnty iilders, donc in the pontifteate of I.eol 
(figs. SS, ijj). From the nave and aisics five steps Icd up to thc Icvcl of the transept: the 
nave steps, unJikc tliose in the aisics, fillcd its eastemmost bay. Inside the transept, iin- 
mediately bchind Ilie iriiimphal arch. a squarc chanccl of sixtcenth rentury date enrloscd the 
High .Altar over the grave of the Apostle, surmounted by .Arnoifo di Cambio's baldacchino- 
A diaphmgiii Wall rrossed thc transept atong its transverse axis (fig. 89)- Supported by four 
hijge piers, the tivo oufer ones attached to the end walls of the transept, and by six columns, 
Iliree on either side, it opeiied in the ceiitcr in an arch as high as thc apse; tu the right and 
lefl wcre IWo gruups of four arcades and six stcep window-like upper openings, thc two at either 
end picrcing thc piers- Clcarly an insert, the diaphragni tvall was always recognised as bcing 
of twelfth rentury date. .Somesvlut lowcr than thc nave from the start, the transept and 
diaphragni walls by Alippi s time carricd a roffered ceiling donated in 1587. Two altars of thc 
same date wcre plared against each of the short end walLs (pl. IV; fig. 89); the east wall of the 
north arm opened iuto tlie Cappclla dcl rrocifisso; tliat of thc south arm into the Cappella 
dei Sacramento, designed by Cario Maderrio, and into a small circular baptistcry, both llanking 
the oniy entrance from thc Via Ostiensis. Attached to thc south wall of the transept, but 
Without access from therc. .Alippi saw' a cross-shaped rooin apparcntly unused- Wcstward it 
was adjoiiied by a square space. divided in two. the Jarger weslcrnmo.st part, thc Cappclla di 
S- Ciuliano; the partition Wall, to the east, rested on .tn arcade which rose from a lowcr 
level. blocked and frescoed over the blocking (pl. III; fig. 89). 

The apse, on the center axis of the basilica, opencd bctween the cluipels later built against its 
Aanlcs (pl*. III, IV). Semicircular in plan, its pavenient, as Alippi savvit, was raised two steps above 
thaf of the transept, and its walls, bclow thc springing of thc vault, wcre covered w’ith a sump- 
tuous sixteenth ccnlurv decoration. Further up. tlie lialf-dome spraiig Irom a Icvel rorrespond- 
ing to that of the tnumphal arch; but, if» diameter bcing wider than fhat arr h. its apex rose 
tonsiderably highcr. The late wall decoration terminated eastward in a .straight colonnaded 
screen Wall which in plan cut oW the apex of thc apse curve and in elevation liid Irom vicw 
the lowersectioii of the half-donw- and of thc fhirteenth century mosaic doiialed by Honorius III. 
The Krecn wa» apparenlly designed as a barkground for the iiew High Altar in front of it, 
buiIt in iboo and raised three steps above apse IcvcI- Fiercing thc screen and apse Wall, 
a door Icd to a short ariteroom and from there to a rectangular spare, enclosed bctween thc two 
apse buttresses. fsed a» a monks’ choir, it ro.se vaulted but unadorned over a shallow vault- 
ed basement. with steps descending east and wesl; stairs built into the south butlrcss led 
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from the choir to the basement. Vkc versa, a circular .lairra*; inside the n..,ih buliTe*. asend. 
ed from the rhoir to .i room of nimilar proportions on the upper floor, which rute hi.h 
the apringing level of the hall-dome (pl». III. n% A. surx-eved by Alippi. ,hese room» sver/Z 
doubt, late: but parts may go bark to E.irly Cbri.tian lime». OI il.e three ..«ms .d| 'the 
south transept. Il.e rross-shaped structure Was then level wilh the lr.insept, In.l it. orw.nal 
level (now' rovcrcd up) rorrrsponded almost exactly wilh that «d thc old nave, atiil it» antrroom 
ojiencd weslward in a tivc-archerl arcade. rising (rom a level stili aliout j palmi (o..,^ m.) i„wpr 
- a feature. a» we shall see, of some signiheance (fig «1,). 

TTiis general desrr.ption of the cl.urth, as it stowl shortly hefore iHij, givr» the nre.lrd nolnt. 
ava^illbT" drlailcd analysU of the arcliaeologi. ,i|. gr..pliir and descipilve rvidrnre 


E. AN^YSIS 


1. Archaeological evidence 

I. Re FORE 3H4 

a) TAc SiU 

S. Paolo stands in a low plain. two kilomcire» from the Aurrliaii Walls and Porta Ostiensi» 
(Port,-» S. Paolo) l.ard on the Via ftstiensi». Rismg only ij m. above sea level, it, wcsl 
front is no more than 200 m. from the ncitrest point of the left-li.and hank of the liber. 
The ground lo this day i» humid .and, prior to the ronstrudion of the emhai.kn.ent and of 
the drainage sewcr along the Via fMiensw. the l.uilding and it, surroiindiiigs u lar a» the 
road > W'crc pcriodically ex- 
posed to flooding both from 
groundwater and llic river: 
the more so, since in Anti- 
quity and a.s l.ate a.s thc eaily 
ninelvcnth century (fig. 92) 
the Tibcr ran tnurh closer 
to thc church- Exst of thc 
basilira, thc modern doublu- 
lane Via O.stiensi» almost 
touches with its right, West¬ 
ern edgc the nineteciith 
century rampanile of thc 
basilica, and thus is but 
12 m. from the apex of its 
apse (fig. 93). The ohl 
Roman road, occupying as it did the right-hand scction of the present highway *, thus formed 
an cquaUy effective ea.stward boundary for thc rhurch destroywl in 1823. The road pavement, 
onginally 4 m. bclow present ground level*. was piesumably raised over thc foUowiiig centuriesl 
East of the road, starting near Via delle Sette Chiese and for a lengtli of rouglily 250 m,. 
a hili, the Rocca di San Paolo. slceply slopes towards the present highway and originally 
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Chi»e. tlien a dnfrlictUutH of tJie Via Ostien¬ 
sis. A siiiiill seclion of the nerropoU» has 
bcen preserved by the exravators aloiig 
the highway at its northern end near the 
departure of \'ia dellc Sette Chiesc from 
the Ostiensis, under a shciter in the middie 
of the modern highway. ColHmf>ana and 
other tomb chambers, the oidcst pave- 
tnents roughly 4 m.. the latest c«. 2.5« tn. 
helow present Icvcl, denscly crowd and 
overs-iil onc another. Near Viale Ricardi.ra- 
250 m. South of the center axis of the ba¬ 
silica* and quite close to the southcast 
comer of the coiivent buildings, a diverti 
rtifMiM branched ofT Via Ostiensis, its pave¬ 
rnent leveJ with Ilie main mad, and running northwest in the direction of the church 
(fjg. 9j)*. Indecd. in i«5o when a ncw baldacchino, since destroyed, waa raised and the 
Gothic baldacchino reasscmblcd over the High Altar, the pavement of tliis diveriieulunt 
was seen under the triumphal arch “ at an angle of 14” with the \'ia Ostiensis " *, the 
same angle mariccd at the branch-olT point of the diveriicuJutH 250 m. distant, and " at a 
distance of 15 icet West of the grave ” of the Apostle’. A groiip of mansolea Was uncovered 
at the branch-point * and it is reasonable to assume tliat tonib structures continiied ali along 
the diverticulum as they did along the Via Ostiensis. Indecd, in 1850, a pagan mausoleum was 
uncovered only a few steps from the Shrinc of the Apostlc *. \Vc also suspeet thal the pre.sent 
cToss-shaped baptistery and its anteroom, off the south transept, incorporate the remains 
of a sizeable mausoleum: the fafade arcade of the anteroom before 1823 rose level W'itli 
the footing of the sbrine of Saiiit Paul. The shrine, theri, was localed in the niidst of a 
large necropolis extcmling along the Ostiirnsis and its diwticufa and it was in constant use 
from at least the second through the fourth century. 
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The shrine was identified with a columbarium, as Ihe disroverer Virginio \'espignani ralled 
it, perhaps using the term loosely for quite a small mausoleum- The mau.soleum, clearly 
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at the lime of its ronsiruction venerated as the shrine of Saint Paut. rose bclow the Higb Altar, 
extending slightly West, north and cast beyond the PAVLO plaqties. It was uncovered «arty 
in 1838 and sketehed hastily. though with some measurement» by Vespignnni, Ihcn PotettCs 
assistant, and his drawings and noles are our only source for the appe.arance and date ol the shrine 
and of a number of tombs found ncarby. As a point of rcfcrence for his vertii al measurement» 
he chose at limes the PAVI.O plaqucs, at other time.s the '• predelU delValtarr ", the altarstcp, 

29 cm. highcr up. For simplicity’» sakc wc shall coiivert ali to the level ot the PAVLO plaque». 
His records are contained in a sinall sketchbook and in a number of loosc sheets later iKiiind 
in a scrapbook, both from Lancianis collection ' and now in the Bibtiotcca dellTstituto di 
Archcologia e Storia dell Arte in PalaiEo Veneaia; the sketchbook under Koma XI m». 2. 
the scrapbook under Roma XI m». tyj. \Ve list briefly and without coinment the drawings 
and notes relevant to our contexi, and Wc shall revert to them later in dctail. 

The sketchbook first *: 

fol. IScctions through the hollow space bclow the altar and adiuining sarcophagus E ^fig. 94). 

the latter s floor 8 palmi bclow the PAVLO plaques; helow on the shect, comer o( 
(sec below, fol. 15), showing masonry of spoiis, the comer block inscribed 
SALVS POPVLl, a pilaster base and the left-hand end of the grill, ali measurcd; up- 
per right, a note gives the level of the sarcophagi 1, M, E, F, G and H, at 8 palmi 
bclow the altarstep, while grave O, with a tile-roof a capanua, was ii '■/„ palmi down. 
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BASlLICABttM ClimStlAyABrM HOMAE 


M. I’. 

fol 2'. 
ftij. 3’- 
fol 25. 


Mcasmtd draHing of san-opliaRUs £ and inscription namiiig thc presliytt-r Ctauden- 
lius anil lh«- roiitular date jSp- 

Section throiigh ajtar and altar sfep, and a sarcopliogns U. its boltom Icvcl 4 fiaiuti 
below thc altarAtcp and a «letail draMin^j ot anulher sarcophagum A. at that Icvel. 
PJan of Sixtus Vs altar, cnrlfwed by griti. and of sarcophagi A. B, L and t (fig, 95), tlie 
former thrt*e having Iheir bottom kvcLs 4 fiaJuti bcloW' thc altarstcp, thc lattcr at 8’Vu- 
The West face of the maiLsoleiim, with ovcrall mcasuicineni.s, its top j fia/mi helow 
thc PAVI.O plaqiie.s, its right end iinexcavatcd (fig. 96); bclow, a streteh of reticulate 
walJ irith brirk tjiioins, and the note, •' o/Sera rtttictiiaia con Ugul^ru di tualioni 
and above, "Jianco ", the whoJe bclow Ilie PA\'LO plaques but not mcasured- 



nonh of shrine and springing uf apse. i8j3. 


sketchbook bcars thc notation gtnnaio 1838". tJtc last shows a 
L ■■' ■' The presupposition is that thc 

succession. B.tt this ts not absolutely certai.,; Vespignatti 
may weU have donc Ius sketehej at random. 

The stTapbook rontains otily two sketchcs relevant to our piiq^ose 

"-ni. d«h,ly 

4 r““ ' ‘»"8 '•3V„ 

“ *'■ •» »' l- <>»■" (««■ 97) anJ 

ciirv, ri „ ap». L ./..uk um, (?) ,„pra ", mth „01,., ■■ p,o/,nflM J,I p. 6 
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Fol. 15 (fig. (jttj of the akolchbook U niost important in our atteiupt to cnvl«agc the rhrinc. 

It was donc during excavation, when Vespignani could &e« only 7 '}, pulmi (t.67 m.) ol its width. 

To the Icft, thc north comer was cither not yct c.xcavated (although it appears in dctail alccndy 
on fol. I'). or elae, Vespignani had no room for it on hU small Icaf in any eveni, he ninrkcd 
only an irregular line. To thc right. a streteh of nnknown length of the mausnleum remained 
in the scarp of the dig, extending 3 palmi {0.67 m.) to thc (tlumb line of the Southern edge of 
the PAVLO plaques highcr up. Vespignani apparcnlly idenlified the top of ihe mansoleum 
'"i* 3’/< palmi, (0.83 in.) below that plaquc. Thrce horizontal Unes, marking that Icvel, possibly 
represent a tenninating comice. The bottom level of the shrine was ven by Vespignani to he 
6 palmi (1-34 m.) below the three-line tnark and thus 2.17 m- below the P.Wl.O pla(|ne». 

On that bottom level he also notcd a rcrtangular pauci (we remain uncerlain whether the 
notation to the right 3 0.67 m., refers to its hcight) cnclusing tWo smallcr onca, possibly 

cpit.aphs on a common slab, re-used as the side of a /orma built against the boltom part of the 
shrine. Rnughly luilfway up bctwccn thc bottom level and the three-line marU. he saw a lougish 
opciiing, closcd by a grill, reachtng to bul t palmo (0.223 m.) from thc tlirce-Une. inark. Slnce 
the height of the grill is given as i ptilmo 7 ohcic (0-36 m.), it.s squares, on Ihirtcen verlicul and 
three horizontal rows, would eaeh rneasure roughly 9 cin. a side, hguring 2 cm. thickness (or 
the iron bars- The length of thc opening visible to Vespignani, then, would have becn ca. t.io m-; 
but it may have cunlinucd to the right, below thc scarp. Its sili rose 0.76 tn. (1.34 - |o.22 t 
0.36 =j 0.58 m.) from thc bottom level of the inausoleum- (The sketeh ol tlic reticulate wall 
at the bottom of fol. ig will be discussed later). 

On fol. I' of his sketchbook (fig. 94) and on fol. 40 ot thc scrapbook, \'cspignani drew 
carefully and in detaii the left-hand, northern rorner of the west face, cither not yet visible or 
simply omitted wlien hc sketehed (ol, 15 (fig. 96). A zone, built of irregular nibble masonty and 
strengthened by three stone quoins at thc comer, (ormed a basc- We piesumc thl» to have 
beeii underground and the Jorma with the two-epitaph slab lo have heen built against this 
base. The real ground level of the mausoleum we bclieve lo bc inarked by a course ol lung stone 
blocks, 1 palmo 3 oncie 2 minuti (0.29 m.), that is one R. ft. high, wliich projcct slightly. The Icft- 
hand corner block its length is given in the scrapbook drawing, fol. 40. as 2 palmt, 8 
oocie (0.60 m.) — i.s in.srribed SALVS FOI’V'Ll. This course, in tiirn, is siirmovintcd by a 
second row of blocks, perhaps a bit lower and slightly set bark, whitli reach to Ihe siU of Ihe 
grilled opening. Above the SALVS POPXTJ block rises the base and bottom part of a torner 
pilastcr; in the sketchbook fol. i' the distance from the edge of the SALVS POPVLI block, a 
few centimeters at ino.st bcyond the pilaster, to the northern edge of the grill is given as 2 palmi 
8 o«cie 9 minuti, 0-62 m- (fig. 94), 

Folios I' and 3' of the sketchbtmk and (ol. 42 of the scrapbook (fig. 97) provide additional 
clarifwation. Folio i' (fig. 94) gives a section through tlie liollow spare, unmeasurcd, below 
the High Altar, apparently the interior of thc mausoleum wliirh V'espignani did not enter. 
Adjoining it. he drew a section through sarcophagus E, noting its bottom level 8"i',: palmi, 
i.g8 m., below the altar step, that is only 1.69 rn. below thc PAVLO plaques. Sinrc (ol. 42 of 
the .scrapbook (fig. 97), a plan of the group of sarcophagi E. K. L. M. N, shows E north of the 
shrine, the section apparently runs north and south. At the same time, it seems likely to us 
that the sarcophagus was placed on the true outside ground level of the mausoleum, corre- 
sponding to the bottom line of the SALVS POPVLI course. Il should be noted, hoWever, that 
the sarcophagus E, slieltering the remains of a presbyter (iaudentius and his wifc Severa (the 
inscription ’ is copied on fol- i» of the skctcltbook and on fol. 40 of the scrapbook) dates as 


PlELU ILCV, itjo. 




























J.f,. .L. iSo TIM ASIO ET PROMO r(^<» On fol. 4^ of thc « riipbook othrr s..r< opl.aK., 

K l M N ar«> likovi«- shown sattcir.l furthcr nortfi (flg. 97). »'l on thc samc 

Jevcl NOlh e' «ccpt onc. O. thc notati.... on fot. l- of thc .ketchbook. a grave rovcred 

«-ith «Ics - « far rlo^vn (^-^>5 n..} l.atow thc alta, step, and thus 

, ,U n, bclovv «ur poinf o/ refcrcncc. ihe H.WI.O plaquc. More importii.it though. is u sJ.ort 
MKtch «/ w.-dl on fot. 4' of thc srrapbook. hardiy i U tl.^tt much. from fl.c Western 

cdge O/ sarcophagus K ..„d curs-i..g fn.m north f. wcst. Wc shall cncountcr it later. The 
reticulate Wall «-ith hri. k quoin.s. skct. hcd on fol. 15' and marked • /♦««co " (fig. r;0) .S l.kewise 
of major signitiranee. fn fl.e oontc.vt of thc sheet it is bc-st referred to thc north side of the 
5lr... tures ..nrovered by Wspign.-.ni. ille apparcntly never saw thc so.ith tlank-) Hs bnik 
«ju.uns at the right comer cannot have bon.fed «ith thc sloi.e coiirse.s on thc wcst fa(;adc of thc 
shrinr and it' S.\1.\'S P()P\ Lf l orncr. 

This allows for two alteniafiw explanatioris, either thc rcticidatc Wall represents the wesi 
comer of Ihe north flank of a secund mausolcum, backi.tg up against the east facc of thc shrinc. 
or if is the wcst cornrr of the origii..»!, sni.iller shrinc whicli at a later time was e.ilarged «-est 
ward and providcd ivifli a f.ifadc in asi.la. masonry. The relation of the reticulate Wall to thc 
P.WLO plaques, as skrtchcd by Wspign.mi, without measurements unfortunatcly, is unclear; 
but thc Wall projo ting tar hcvond thc vcrlical givc.i by the edgc of the PAVLO phiques wo.tld 
Icn.l in either alfcmativc Io eonfirm its position east of the shrine- 

folitte J', 3, 7, and h are i>f but sccondary importance. The plan on folio 3' ^fig. 
done at a Icvcl bighcr than that of the shriiie. It shuws thc altar conjunio ai fii.vtiis V', cn- 
closml by a . ontin.jous grill so.ith. west and north. " IochIo di/eso da inferriata ', and four 
graves nearhy: two. A and B. at a depth of h.il | palmi {0.89 in.) prcsumably helow the alt.ir 
■step wcst of thc altar and a third, I., at the same higl. Icvcl. north (fol. 2’, an elevarion from 
the north. slrowing the position of B explains the situatioii). Apparcntly, then, diggtng West 
and northwest of thi- altar liad hardiy sfarted. On the otJicr hand, to the uurtlieast it had 
reached a depth of 1.69 m- bclow the P.WLO pJaques and uncovered sarcophagus I (onc recalls 
the notatioii lui fol. i' of the skotchhook) resting alung both the east slrctch of tlip north face 
of the shrine and prcs.imafdy the eastward adjoining reticulate Wall. 

We shall proceed later to preseiit a tentative reconstiuction of the linds made by Wspignani 
in I«J8. S.iffirc it here to state tl.at they were thc rem-iins of a inonmnent of early date, 
facing the dtvtrticMlHm- Ncarly j m. wide and quite low on the oiitside, Ihough presumably 
derper inside, its fa^ade was articulated by a soclc zone, comer pilasters and. prcsumably. a 
tcrminating corni.r. It, niaiii fcature was a k.ng grilled opening, not far above groutid levcl 
and «biiou.sJy designed Io all.iw the faithful to peer inside at thc locus vnteralivnis. Given its 
later history, its site and appearance. the inon.iment cati hardiy be anytbing but thc Iropaiou, 
as thc rontctniHirarici ralled it. the sl.rine of Saint Paul. 

<) TAc lutmplioH 

K.r^hlwum' has jxiinted out that thc two j.Iaques bclow the High Altar, inscribed PA\'LO 
^ » !r respcciively, are neifhcr their ..riginal length. nor in tlieir original 

MART. plaque, now .-i. ny long and0.93 m- wide. origi.tally 

' '““g 

tart mth, as ,t ,s „ow. or Iras be^n . ut down as wdl. retmuns an ojh u .juestion. In any event. 


VIT 


s. esmo fuori ir. uvtts 


it appears fi.»in a number i.f tiny hole* along its lov 
ed 1« hold h.Hiks for h.ingiiig lamps and it musl I 
zontaLly. It i-s e.iually ciear tl.at thc in.srriptin.i a' 
.5 dedicatory in character and Wants to be 
supplcmcnted at ihe bcginniitg by the n.i.n(‘ of 
the donor. The date of the inscription l.as 
been muci, .liscusscd- The uriginal attribution 
to thc time of Constanti.ic (De R.ss.,i, Silvagni) 
has been largcly abandoncd (I.auciani, Styger. 
Helvederil in fav.nir of a late fourth eentur>' 
date and tbi.s thc time of the fi~»...dation of 
the basilica. However. a later date in the fifth 
century ha.s also bce.t proposetl. \\'c shall 
rcve.l to thc q.iestion in its appropriate piare', 
but we should likc to poiiil out now tliat obvi- 
ously thc ins. ripiion m.ist have been added to 
the shrinc at a later point in its hislory.. 

d) The Pre Theodosia» Apse 

In 1830, when building of thc sunken confessio 
in fiont of the Higl. Altar and helow thc trium- 
phal arch was bcgun, Helloni found the remains 
of an ap.se west of the shrinc (figs qg; looa, b). 
As with Vespignani’s discoveries, Bcllonis publi- 



looa. S. l’aok> f. I. m. Section. >ccn fron. south 
of prc-Tlinxiusiin apse. 


.-credge that the PAVLO plaq.ie wa.s intend 
lave hee.i pia. cd vertirally rather than hori 
s it now reads, PAVLO APOSTOI.O M.\UT. 
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98. s. Paolo f. l. in. PAVLO plaqurs Mow lligVi 
.Miai, [eruns.Tuctkjn. 



99. S. Paolo I. I. m. Plan of Thualoalan traiisept 
and reronrtnKlion of |ir.^■nw.Hl«•ia^ basilica, 1M50. 



100 b. S. Paulo I. 1. m. Plan of p*e- 
Theodosian apte. 
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ratinn U n«iriv the oniy reconl. nearly. l.rcause Wspignani twcivc >-c«r* eailiri, tliough 
prtaiWv OTtiKJiit ir<t.gnUinp i». I.iid skct. he.l on lol- of th( Lanc^mi a small 

part of its fun-e (»ig. 97). Wha» BeUoni saw vvas a larger near its npi-x. wilK an itmet 

radius of 3.797 m. and its CMilrr just a few «ntimctrrs rast of tlic altar mrasa. Tlie founda- 
tion of the apse Was dng to a <lrplh of 6.368 in.. nie.asurcd frnm tha po8t-i«.»3 levcl o< the transept 
and thus 6.80 m. brltw the P.A\’I.O pbqucs. Tlif thickncss, 1.563 ni., wa.s roasidprable. At a 
levri 3.34 m. bclow transfpi loxfl. that is 3.68 in. h^low thf HA\’LO pluqiics. a ss-tbark on tlw 
nul.side, tiiat is the West side of the foundatioii. sioped iipward and at a point 0.335 m. 
higher rearhed the starting point of the rising .apse «.ill '. This Wall, 0.784 ni. thick, ciidcd, 
broketi ofl wc presiinie, 1.786 m. below transept level, 4.43 in. betow our jHiint of reference. 
the P.4\’f.f) plaques. The coiustruction. as reeor<leil bv Helloni. of the apse and prcsumably 
its foundatioii a.s wtH. was in brick uith high mortarbeJs. 

Again «t postpone Uisrus.sing the possible reconstruction of both the ajwc and the building 
to which it belonged. Instead we liinit ourselves to a few obWous points. To begin with. the 
ap»e ruf oli the shrine frum the diverticulum. The appro.ai h to the shrine was now from the 
east. froiii the A‘ia OsUensLs. .Second, the apse crowded the shrine closely on its West side, 
Hith bareh’ 1.50 m. to spare; thus, the original main fare of the Iropuion ;uid its grill beeaine 
hard of access; oniy a very fcw of the faithfui at one time would bc able to peer thruugli (he 
opening. Third, the floor Icvcl of the apse must have been higher up Ihan the broken-off stump 
of its rising Wall- To bring it up to the socie course of the sliriiic 1.69 m. below the P.\\’LO 
plaques, it must have lain at Icast 0.53 m. .nbove that stump; a slight setbark on the inside of 
the apse waH, to bc e.vpccted at floor level, would have disappeared. 


II. AFIER 3R4 - THE BASILICA 
•) The Nmiv 

It is likelv that large parts of the foundation waJLs in the nave and aislcs and considerable 
«tretehes of the aisle walU and of the lower portions of Ihc nave facade liave survived. But 
none of thesc parts are accessiblc and we must exclude tliein from the realin of arrhacolu- 
gical evklcnce. Ou the other liaiid, enough is preserved of the capitals, bases and column 
shafLs to i»ovide a reasonably exact idea of the architcctural sculpture cmployed in the ar- 
cades of the nave and aisles- 

A nuraber of capitaJs, bases and fragments of shafts are di.spla>-ed along the Southern llank 
of the basilica *. The free-standing capitals and bases have been studied by Deirlimanii and 
Tsrhira*. They hase dividcd the capitaJ.s into four groups. Group 1 includes capitals from the 
mam nas-e arcades. consisting of four Corinthian capitals and additional fragments of Se- 
veran date and two capitals of similar design, but of late antitiue date. Three of the Seve- 
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ran capitals are i.ti - 
knirtv whelhcf the latter wa* iiscd in 
capit al.s are i-ii ni. and 1.04 m. higli 



, , ^ . w »-.»4 m. higb. \\v do not 

Ite chur. li and, if whete. The two Ute antique 
espectively (figs 104. I03). tirm.p 11 i.utiule* eight ‘ 
Wlute nwrWc smooth haf .apilal» {VnlthlaHlmtulfUt) 
of l.ite antique maniil.v tute, fmir t «n>p,v^Ue and 
four rorinlhinn, ranging in helght from 0,83 nv. 
the smallrr ones with a diameter tu. 

(figs 104; 11,5a, h). 01 tlu-se, the r.,mp,wites vary 
from 0.81 1.05 m. in lieighl and the rnrinthi.ins 

from 0.84 - o.qti in. A third group u coinptMi-d .»( 
Corinthian smnotii leaf capil.ils o( il.e same type as 
thosc in C.roup II, but of lower heigbt. ranging 
from 0.67 . 0.76 m. Deichmann and Tschira aUo 
list a fr.Tgment of ;m Ionie capital 55 cm. liigb, o( 
late antique date <fig lo(.). We also c.ill allentlon 
to tWo marble Corinthian pilaslrr capitals, one nf 
apparent Severaii date, t.41 m. in lu-iglit, and o 
second of perhaps Tetrarclian d.ste, 1.17 m. high 
Uig». 107a. b). On theSeveran pilasler capital, the 
leaves are carsed more deeply and with gn>atrr 
fultness. those at the top outin- eilge swtnging out 



gcnerously lowarcis the corners. The siock u( the abacus /Ion is siinilarly geiircinislv inivetl 
aiul deeply cui. The «arving uf the sesond pilastcr capital is haider and more whenulic. 
ll is ehnracteri/ed by an abundance ol visible drill holes ami strutl», shoMing that it i* not 
so well finished. Iu e.trving the leaves. the lines are iKtndlel, rather thaii . iirved iulo a tuli 
organie structure. 

The iiiajorily of the bases preserved are of late antiijiie date in a simpliherl Attie fotiii. 
riiey have betui discussed by Deiehmaim and Tschira and illustiated in itrolde. Three groups 
are categnrized: 

1. lt\o large bases with a diameter of 1.08 111. und i.io m. resiurtively; an antiitue base 
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Canpnidie <ull lr»f eapilii) /t«m usio, late 
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106. S. Paolo f. I. m. PaiSi^giala AnJi(ologira, 
lonir rapital fioin triumplial arch, lalr fiiurDi 
wntury. 



107«, b. S. Piuibj f. 1. m. Poiuggiata ArcAtolagica, ptlaslrr capitak letmirialing nave arcades, (a) Severan, and 
fb) late antique. 


with a diameter of i..ib m-; three fraRmenta of ba.se* rifhly decorated with leatwork of Srveran 
date, the larficst fragmeiit with a diameter ol far inore than 1..».» m.; an lunk Rranite base 
with a diameter of 1.30 in. 

2. Nine bases of the same tj-pe as the tirst two mentioned ahove, with a diameter of ftom 
93 to 106 cm. and a lieiRht of ,43 - 50 cm. (fig. 108). The largest of the. tiases prc&erved 
Was the onc bcaring the insrription of bilippiis and the rlate 390'. it originally stnod at the 
ea.sternniast eiid of the northem aislc colonnade (figs. tog, 110). Oii its riin are rarved the 
tools of a ma.son; trowel, chisel and hummer. 

3. Two smaller bases of the same t>pe with a diameter of 78 rm.. a luighl of 29 i-m, (fig. m). 




A huge, richly deeoraled biise an<l fragment probably matle up th«> fiust; drawn and 
measured by tlic draftsman of the Coner Sketchliook (fig. 137) and later cut. It was used 
at that time to support tbe left-hand column of the center arch in the medieval diaphragm 
Wall Crossing the transept- On the bases in Group II onc sees holes, apparently for melal 
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ifig. io8), p^rhaps IO ram- srrwn* (or iW-?). In Group 111, thcrc are slols, presumably 
to stone parapets (fig. rri)- 

Ainong the ftagnients of shaft«. Iher? are some of pavona::rilo .incl pink fcranitc. Of the 
columns in the na^T. twelvo (?) WTre ro-us«l after repairs, four naiikiug tJie papid 
mitedra in tbr apse and four each flanking the pairs of altars at cither enri of the transept. 
The diameter of ihosc measnrcd is 2 22 m-. corresponding to the Ugwres of 4 palmi, tr ontie 
and 5 patmt i onoa. r ro- i ij m.. giveii hy Nieolai- Liketvise. twelve of the aisie roliimns 
$arvive. rr-cmpJo>>^ in Poletti s north por. h off tlie transept. Kight in the fronf row were 
repolishcd so » to be mlually unrecogniaablc. The four in the second row, on the contrary, 
apparentlv not louched. The one furthest right, that is west. stili carries beJow the top 
the insmpnon of r«»pe Siricius and the consular date jqo; prior to 1823 il was the eastern- 
miKt rohimn in the norfhem aisie arcade'. The diameters of the culuinns var)' from 88 to 90 
cm., nteaamvd above the apophtfte. Nicolai, seJecting at random the second coliimn from the west 
in the north aisie. gaee its iliameter as 4 palmi '. 2, mtHuti. that is 0.94 m. he niay have mcasured 
around the apophtge. and indeed the diameters of sucfi bases as survive from the aisie arcade 
in the passfggtaia atdMtgua occillate hetween 0.96 and t.o6 m- The latter figure i.s that of 
the base of the Siricius culumn which is preserved, and its dimensions, as taken by us, coincide 
wiih Nkoiai s measnrements. The hright of one of the column shafts in the north porch we 
ineasured as 6.95 m.. a difference of oniv 6 cm. from the height recorded by Nicolai, 30 palmi 
11 amcit. 6^ m.. apparentlv, then. the shafts differed but slightly in both height and width. 


the charrh. for a fcngth of ca. 15 
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The exterior of the apse is accessibJe insitle the nineleenth century lowcr in the rear of 
m. .along the intddie of its curve and to nearly its fiUl height. 
Likewise left-hand inside the tower, tlie Southern of the two 
buttresses marked by Alippi is preservetl, projectiiig eastward 
.if an angle from the apse walJ; it.s northern counterpart 
has disappeared. Both apse Wall and buttress are thickJy 
coated with plaster. Howe\'er, two sounditigs have brought 
to light esidence of the original masonry and thus of the 
contiiiued existcnce of large parts, if not of the entire 
fourth cenfur>' apse Wall. 

A first piece of fourth centiirj’’ masonry appeared behind 
arectangle of plaster, removed from the outer siirface of the 
apse Wall, soitie 3 m. south from its center line and at a 
hright of 7.80 m. from the paving of the transept. The 
upper 15 cm- di.splayed a masonry of fragmentary lirick laid 
irrcgoiarly and in a dreided slant to Ihe coursing. The bricks 
and their mortar joints sliowed that the masonry is certainly 
late and to be associaterl with a npair The lower 34 cm. 
of the rertangle laid l)are, on the other haud, e.vhihited 
Early ChrLstian ma.sonr>- with a modulns of 5 hricks and 
5 mortar joints in 34 cm. (fig. 112). 



> 



The mortar w.as grejnsh white with an abundance 
of small black graimles. The horixontal joints 
were smootli, dense and slightly concave. The 
height of the bricks was 3 cm., that of the 
mortar beds from 3.3 - 3.7 cm. When later 
in our investigations a strip of plaster was 
removed all aloiig the Southern curve of the 
apse, 6.22 in. long, from 1.21 m. left of the 
center line to 18 cm. before the buttress. the 
Early Christian masonry was found to extend 
from the buttress to a point 4.50 m. from the 
center line {fig. 113). Beginniiig there. an arch has 
been iiisertcd; its masonry suggersts sixteenth 
to seventeenth century workmanship (fig. 114). 

c) The HVsf 11’«// of the Transept 

Another pateh of Early Chri.stian inasonrv 
has been preserved, freed from its nineteenth 
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114. S. Paolo /. l. m. .Apse, masunry and inserted arch. 
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ccntiir>' plasfer near «he soiitli comer of the transept West Wall some 3 m. from ground 
leveJ (fi£. it5)' II a n..«lulus of g brick« and 5 '««rtar beds. nieasuring 35 <;•»-. 

«•ith bricks 3.4 c,n. higb and moriar heds from as low as 3 ' 3-5 <-m. to 7 cm_ lugl.- 
The moriar js again giey mfli black granulcs- The sur- 
face of the mortar be<ls, nash with the brieks. appears 
to have wealhered, but otherwisc it is similar to that in 
the apse. Tlie entirc West Wall, indeed, up Io the aisie 
roofs may well be of fourth century date, as witness Fos- 
sati s drawing of 1829 (fig. 84), but its heavy plaster coat 
makes identification iinpossible. On the other liand, wit¬ 
ness that same drawing. the upper portions of the Wall 
may have becn largely rehiiilt betwccn 1829 and 1840. 
when Coltafavi did his drawing (fig. 85). 


d) Tke South HWf 0/ the Transept 



In fontrast to the west wall. the south wall of the 
transept is presersx-d from the ground to a levcl 29.65 m. 
above the present transept level and thus 21.05 ni. above 
the original levcl of the nave- The upper portion.s of the 
tr.ansept wall. from 15-85 m- above Ihe present transept Icvcl, 



i»6 S. Piolo I. 1, m. Trantept. soulh wall. exterior, «levation and plan, 


are seen in the roof spare of the ronvent hiiililing that 
rises frorn Ilie north wing ol tlie thirieentli tentury cloiatrr 
(figs. iih; 117 a, b. r). At eitlier end a buttress is well 
preserved projis tiiig snutli. Tlic transept w.all in lM>iween 
is ag.fK» in. long. of whiih 18.30 m. remain visihle- The 
tnaxinium height of the p.irts exp<>>pd in the rool space U 
3.80 ni. Tlie Wall leaiis slightiv outsvard and the gaps 
lietween Ihc considerahln stretrhes of nrigiiinl masnnry are 
fillcd in with nineteenth rentury brickwork. 

.At a level of 15.85 m. from transept pavement level. 
we observed at a distancc of 2.70 m. from the corner of 
the transept and starting at the Southwest buttress, a 
sircteh of Early Christian masonry extending eastward 
for 1.55 m. It terminates in a jinnb (fig. 117u, iig). 

The Wall continues facixl with mmlern masonry fur 4.53 in. 
(fig. ii7b). From there a corresponding Karly Cbrislian 
.stretrh continues for 3.17 m. and is then terminated by 
another jamb (fig. 117C). .A modern infill (ollows for 4.55 m. 
and is terminated by a fourth jamb; the Early Christian 
masonry then continues furlher and is terminated by yet 
a fiftli jamb. Modern masonry iollows for 2.27 m.. afler 
whicli the Wall is pla-stered over. 

Twn s-amples of the Early Cliristian masonry were mea- 
siired, the modulus of the first being 32 tm.. tliat of Ilie 
serond 35. cm. for live brkk and aa many mortar rourses. 
rite briiks are mostly rc«l and some are fragments. The 
grey mortar was flush with the brirks and rontained many 
black granules. The joinis were extremelv wide, 4.5 rm.. 
the brirks were 3-3!.^ cm. higli. 

At bolli the West and east corners of the transept 
buttresses project sonthward. Of these. the one to the west 
is best pteserveil (figs. ii8a. iiq). Its thickness, i.fto m., 
coniti be measiirecl at ground level where its toro has lieeij 
exptised from the ('appella di S. (liiiliano to the pai%eg- 
giala archeologica. The rore consists of caluitrutzo (opus 
caementicium) of the rustomary antique ter hnique; aluiig 
the eastern edge remnants of brickfacing remain visible. 
The uppermost part of the buttress is visible in the roof 
.space along the south transept wall (fig. i iq). Two stretclurs 
of fourth century hrirkfacing are preserved. One, at 
the corner of the transept wall. starts at a height of i m. 
from the floor of the roof space. reaihe» a height of 
3.35 in. and exlends for a length of nearly 4 m. At the 
corner whirh the buttress forms with the south Wall of the 
Iran.sept. its brieks, rather tban bonding with that wall, 
enter northward in line with the transept west wall. .Appar- 
ently. tlien, the biittre-ss and west wall are of one huild, 
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whiJc thr «>uth Wall of thc Iranscpt was againsi Ihen». NcccUes-s to this does 

no« indiratc two huilding campaigns; rallier, it is a cas.- of clockwise building. a prar.tice 
known from o»l.« churchc^ in /ifll. and sixth ccntury Rome. A second strHcli ..f the sanie 
buttrvss, i'2o tn. long. wilh a inaxiinuni 
hcight of 90 rm., starts .3-70 m. (rom thc 



ilkt. S. Paolo t l m. South traiuept. wcst hututas. 
piao and mst face. 


transcpt Wall, nsing from the level of the roof 
spare. .Along thc roof line it is surinounted 
by rubblc masonry. The rest of the f.aring 
.appears to be of nincteenth ccntury date. 
The full Icnglh of thc buttress cannot be 
determined. but it seems to have been 
roughly 10 m. long. (ts westward face 
ri.scs above thc passeggiaia archeoicgica 
covered by a thick pla.ster coat. .41ippi's 
piale, howevcr, shosvs that even then it had 
largely lost its facing (fig. dd}- The south 
face of thc buttress at the castem end of thc 
suuth tran.scpt remains visible above the 
roof of thc convent wing that leans against 
thc South transepr Wall (figs. ii8b. 120,121.) 
.Adjoining the corner of thc Iranscpt a 
streteh of opus caenu'Hi>ctum. with levelling 
brick courses. remains exposed for a length 
of over 2 m. Tliis is folloWc-d by a stretrh 
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120. S. Panio I. t. m, .South transept. southeait J2t. S. P«4o f I. m So»rth tiantcpt. suuthewl 

bintrcf*. from »«t. bultrru Irom wrst, driail 


of nineteenth renturj' brirkf.iring, while ftirther south and including thc suuthem end of the 
biittrp.s.s. medieval facing in brick takes over, the « orner reinforced by st<incs. The thh knesH 
of the buttress could not be measured: nor were we able to see its caslward face. 


2 . Literary evidence 


Nicolai’s dcscription of San Paolo. .acrompanied by . 4 Uppi's plates. is the (ullest written ac- 
count of the church as il slood just prior to 1823. The general description of its plan and 
elevation. contained in Chapter XV of his book. serves as the basis for thc preliniirury pre- 
sentation of the old basilica we have given above. There is no need to revert to it in general- 
But we sliall have to disruss .some passages of Nicolai and of other observers not taken up 
previously and which tlirow' ligbt on essential questiuns regarding thc design of the original 
building and its subsequent history. 

A first point concerns the respective levels of the transept and nave, as they stood prior 
to 1823 and after the rebuilding as shown below (fig. 145). In the present basilica, as rebuilt 
from 1831 on. the level of the transept rises 0.53 m.. that is three steps above the level of the 
nave. Before 1823. the nave floor was considerably lower than at present. It was originally 
proposed to raise it 5 palmi. 1.115 m.; but Letarouilly gives the artual figure, 0.892 m*. 4 palmi. 
while another contemporary source speaks of "Aen quatiro palmi circa", i-e- slightly more*. 
We therefore accept a figure of 0.90 in. The transept at that time rose five step» above 
the nave, each step accurding to Nicolai 10 oncie (18-5 cm.) high, a total of 0.92S "i. The 
transept level in 1823 was thus 0.51 m. below the present one. 


' (P. BruLi). IhMt. 46. JJ, 60 pmpnMd .4 ^nu or iMtr: *te honrcvcr. LtiASvviUV. Ettjum. #4» (-uU* Matitc* 

(Ii Rocne, lAjS* says "btn fthittto piiimi 


I 

i; 

/i : 
































12« 


I„ rhapter XV of his t>ook. Nicolai provides thc basic mcastiremcnis «f thc stnirl...v bolh 
u, plan anS clrvation«. Wc have labulatcl thcm togethcr vvith thc comparatue l.gures ur- 
nished bv other obscrvers. preceding thrm or conlemporary vnth theni. The Ubulat.on will 
bc found on pages 150 ff- Suffice it to remark thaf only one stourcc. Carlo Fca, givcs the 
measurements of the foundation «alJs: 5 ‘»«-k in the aialcs, 8 palmi the nave^ 

Finally. anofher soune informs us that the foundation of the apse, notvv.thstand.ng its 
bearing load was found to l)c guite shaJlow. only 17 palmi deep \ 

In chapter \IV Nicolai discusses at length intervals. .sir.es and the tj-pe.s of coluitins 
throughout thr structure. .Among the nave columns. he distinguishes two groups: tvvenly-four 
columns wiih fliitcd moiiolith shafts of pat^onatelto luarble, •' pavonazem di im soh pfzzo zema- 
UU da t^rzo ia sn and -sixteen with shafts of what lic believed to be Parian marble*. 
(AJippi. in piate I. identified thrm as marmo salino, the matcrial. not Parian, will bc discussed 
below.) Of the pazvnaz^lto columns. thirteen stood in the south colonnade. eleven in thc north 
colonnade; thc group to thc south comprising the second through foiirteenth columns, that 
Io the north thc second through iwelfth. Nicolai described the ba.sc.s of thc pavonatetio co¬ 
lumns a.s Aftic. soine buricd slightiy below the pavement. The capitaU wcre Corinthian, but, 
as he says, largely of stiirco, "in gra» gran (sic I) parte di stncco \ve sliall revert to his state- 
ment. The mcasurenients varicd slightly and Nicolai givea two samples: 46 palmi g oncie 
4 minu/i and 45 pa/mi j oncie for their total hcight, 10.45 m. as against lo.iq m.; thc diffeien- 
ces extended to all parts, hcight and diameter of the shaft.s and hcight of both capitals and 
bases. TJie " Parian " colurruis, that is thc first north and south, the last eight north and 
the last sevm south. wcre likeivise fluted and also varied among one another. Again Nicolai 
had two samples measured, one with a total hcight of 47 palmi, j oncie, the other of 45 palmi 
jo ontie, 10.44 and 10.22 in. respectively: but he pointed out that these columns — and hc secms 
to refer primarily to the shafts’ — were inferior to the pavonasetto columns, in matcrial as well 
as in the rcgularity of their dimensions. The capitals of llicsc " inferior " columns, Nicolai 
niistook to be whitewashed travertine, " trai-eriino inionavaio di calce but he does not mention 
their tv-pe, whether Corinthian or not. nor that of their bases. Many of the bases of both groups 
of columns were partiy buricd in tlic pavement *. WTiile he believed the paivnazctiu columns 
to bc spoils from the Mausoleum of Hadrian and pcrfcct examples of classical vvorkinanship. 
he assigned thc " Parian ” columns and their capitals to thc period of Theodosius. 

The shafts of thc aisic column.s, Nicolai describes as bcing all of white marblc — clearly a 
mistake - tapering and oti thc wholc all of different sizes, "gcncralmenle IttUe di mimra divena"'^, 
he gives only one sample. thc total hcight of the colurna with its basc and capital being 38 palmi, 
8.47 m. The capitals, full leaf capitals as we know, hc docs not mention; nor does hc refer 
to their bases. On the otJier hand, hc describes in detail the columns supporting the trium- 
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phal arch; total hcight 59 palmi (t oncie miHHl*, 13.28 m.; shafts of what ho l alU-d Hymct- 
tos marble and of slightly different diameters; Ionie capitals and .\ttic bases. Finally, thr right 
columns supporting the diaphragm Wall in the trniisept were all dilferent iu siie and nuiteriuli 
the two large ones at the center arch wcre of rrd granile, 39 palmi 7 oncie i\<^ mtnuli, 

(S.82 m.), high, romprising base and capital, but «lifferrnt in dinmeirr and plate<l on 
incomputible b:ucs, to the south "granile bigio di callivu /arma ", to thr north " ...allica di 
marmo, il doppio spaziosa t tuUa coptrla di ornati, assat belli Knowii from thc Cmlex Concr 
137). ihe ba.se in large part survives in the archeologiea of S. l*uolt>, along 

the south flank. Above the lonir capitals rose a picte of cornice and above that a streteh of 
masonry to rcach thc hcight nceded fur the springing. 

Three furiher elements. not included in our gencral dew ription but inentioned by Nirulni, 
must bc rccordcd for further refercncc. The bases of the culossal 1 oluiims at the triumphat 
arch, buried below the upper three of thc five steps ascending to the transept. had been un- 
covered and were found to rest on thc second step, i palmo, 8 oncie, 0.3(1 m-, above niive le- 
vcl*. The transept was paved in opus lesselaium*, what We tali Cosmatejejue. Finally, the 
travertine of the nave .ircade above the pavonazetto columns and, it scems, only above these 
— w.as found to be rut bark to form a rudimentary impu«t block and to avoid the upper Wall * 
be.aring down on thc corners of thc capitals*. 

Prior to Nicolai'* monograph, dcscriptions of S. Paolo are rare and uninformative. The one 
exception is Panvinio's manuscript record of c«. 15(1« — lar more interestiug thau the version 
given in liis guidcbook of 1570 — and the supplementary pages iii Ugoiiio'» .S/<it»oii». 1558. Pan- 
vinio‘s manuscript, puhlishcd and commented on by 1’esarini*. a«ld.s to the knowledge we gain 
from Nicolai a good deal of informatiun, often on elements no longcr seen by thc lalter. l*un- 
sdnio saw the remains of the atrium, but only five of iU columns wcre stili in place. He saw 
the old narthex resting on ten colunui.s and four piers, the lattcr obviuusly flaitking thc en- 
traiice from the narthex to the lateral porticoe.s of the atrium, rhe meosurements he provides 
for the atrium as Well as for tlic church are incompatible with those given by other observers, 
as witness our tabulation*; he may have use<l a foot measure unintelligible to u*. He notcd 
the medieval campanile, and, leading into the nave and aisles, five doors (not seveii, a» In 
Nicolai) with their inscriptions. Inside, he saw lorty columns in the nave and forty in the 
aisles; likewise, on either side, and corresponding to the interroliimnialioiui, he saw’ twenty-oiie 
nave and aisle Windows, in their majority blocked. He noted the medieval ambos in thc nove 
and, at the entrance to the apse, a pergola on six columns. presiimably also mwlieval. Finally in 
thc transept, below thc triumphal arch. he saw a chancel; raised above transept Icvcl, enclosed 
by marble parapets supporting twenty columns of porph>Ty or granite; with a Cosmalcsnue 
pavement; and, sheltered in the rear behind thc High Altar of Saint Paul, tlvc papiil cathedra. 
Below this enclosurc W'as a crypt, linked by legend to Saint Bridget, its entrance bearing the 
inscription of Leo 111; leading from it (Panvinio writes by mistake " from the crypt of Saint 
Julian ") two biocked-up doors originally rommunicated with a subterranean passage below the 
south transept. believed to be a cemetery- His description of the cliancei and crypt is clarified 
by Ugonios in 1588; of thc chancel enclosure. at tliat litue, the cathedra and the columns 
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had b«n trmovcd and tJ.p fonner placed in tlie apsc- Steps bcl.ind the chanccl dcscended 
to tlip cr>T>t wliose portal t* *ore thc iiiscriplion of Leo IH. In addition. there was a 
serond cr^^d. dcdicared to Saint Jiilian. l>elo« the apse; it liad be<*n wallcd up some Icn 
^rars prior fo U^onio s ntitins and hc dn« not describo it- Bnt long before, in 1452. Muf/el 
i.ad scen it an anular erj-pt undcrgrotmd as at St. Poler s. ' «h gru/t u»d umbganck ais zh 
sanJ Pttfr unter itH' erden 

Earlv «terary es-idonce 011 flie building is altogether raro. Prudentius in 40^/3 saw the con- 
strortion complotcd. indiiding the fourfold order of siipports. and the decoration well ndvan- 
rtrd'. He spcaks of gilded roofboarns, " ...hraUfolas trabibus subindi {scU. Honorius) and 
co/fered gilded ceilings supporteil by cohimns of Parian marblc, "...subdidit et Parias Julvis 
laquearibus eolumuas. disHnguit illic quas quarternus ordo ...". But it is unliki ly that hc means 
to distinguisJi benseon gilded truss roofs (in the nase and transepts ?) and coffered ceilings 
(in the aisics?); more plausiWy the beains ssere part of the coffered ceilings. The Parian co- 
lumns are the Ht-mettean columns of the nave, rather than the grey and vvhite marble co- 
lumn.s of the aisles. He also noted floral mosaic on rurved archw, “... tum camiros hyalo 
insigni varie cucurrit arcus, sic prata vernis floribus renident... He may have alludcd to 
a decoration of the suffits in the nave arcade. similar to that of fifth century date, which sur- 
\iwd till 1823: but. since nothing i.s fcnown of surh decoration preceding that of Leo I. the 
reference nwy as vvell bc to the triumpha! arch or to the apse. After Prudentius, though, 
no reference to the structure or its decoration appears for a thousand years, except for a 
passing reniark of Hadrian I, regarding the mosaic on the triumphal arcli Even later, beginning 
witii MuffeI and Fra Mariano, guidc books for pilgrims and secuJar visitors continuing through 
the eighteenth centiir)- are apt to dwcll on the legends proliferating aroiind Saint Paul‘.s sojourn 
in Rome. and on the rclic.s of the Apostlo and other martyrs and saints Jcept in the church. 
Panvinio and 1 ’gonio remain exreption.s. Tndeed, it is remarkable how the treatment, as 
found first in Fra Santi s Cose maravigliose in 1588. is rrpeated almost unchanged far into 
the seventeenth renfury. Even where the descriptioii is enlarged or altered. as in Panriroli s 
Tesori nauosti and its filiations. Httie attention is paid to the structure; at most the overall 
nieasarements. as tabulated by us, and the number of columns and their materiaJs arc 
recorded. Va.si s llinerario. late in the eighteenth century, is stili notably reticent. Attention 
was apparentlv ceiilcred on St. Peter s to surh a degree that S. Paolo was given short shrift; 
and crrtainly its plain volumes did not attract the eye of the average pilgrini or tourist in 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Educated visitors reacted differently, as witness 
the engravings and painting.s provided for the well-tivdo tourist trade by Piranesi or Pannini 
and their imitators- But, among writfen records, Angelo Uggeri s was perhap.s the first to 
stress the beaiity of the structure; " there is nothing more attractive in arcliitccture, ” he 
says. than colonnades laid out with order and regularily... which let us enjoy the entirc 
ejttcnt and capacity of a buiJding so that the eye in penetrating between the shafts of the 
columns can measure the farther ends of the temple. Wherever one turns through this forest 
of «:olunui.s. one U rasished by wonder and enchanted by the ever new change of perspective 
which reiiews itself in »0 many great. pleasant and interesting views' L 
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Except fol Xicolai'.s Work, then, literary evidence is srarre and it provides little Information 
ubout the State of the basilica prior Io 1823. 


3. Graphio evidence 

The survival of the Early Christlan church, virtu.ally unnitered in its generul appear- 
aiicc until 1823. presented ample opportunity for the precise recording of its foni». Ucliaiile 
pians, sections and some elcvations exist with sufficient delail to perinit an accurate reronstnic- 
tion ol most elements of the basilica witli the cxception of its atrium. For this reason, it is 
Icss important that there are fiwer views of old S. Paolo thau of other Roman basilicae and 
that these contribute significantly less to our knnwledge of it. 

1. General 

The plan, sections and elevations preparcd by the architect Andrea Alippi a.s illustrative 
plates to Nicolai s text romprise the largcst and most reliable record o( the form ol old 
S. Paolo a decade before its de.struction •. The plates, which are drawn to scale in Roman 
palmi, have been shown to be accurate by every control to which they have been suhmitted. 

AU discussions of the plan and superstructure of the church must, therefore, begin W'ith 
Alippi‘s Work- Thorough as was his survey, the foUownng are not included in liis platt**-. an 
elevatioii of the eastern fa^ade facing the V'ia Ostiense; the north and south elevations and 
interior elevations of the Western waU of the nave; and eilher the Western or eastern Wall of 
the transept. Siuce Alippi was concerned only with depicting the standing buitding, at Ihc 
West he rtrpresents only the narthex ol Benedict XIII. There are no written dimensions on 
Alippi’s plates, a defect made up only in part by the measurements provided by Nicolals texi. 
Dimensions scaled from Alippi's plates. however, agree with those in that carefui text and 
with those WTitten on the plan reproduced by l,A*t:irouilly. Thus it is reasonable to take the 
dimensions, scaled from Alippi'5 plates but lacking control figures, as eiiually reliable. 

Letarouilly. whose Work on S. Paolo began before the fire, States that its complctiun, 
Was based on Nicolai*. This Work, therefore, is at best only a parliai control of .Mipjns and 
Nicoliu’s dimensions, as it is impossible to distinguish between what he ineasurcd aml what 
he borrow^ed from them. Nonetheless, his plates. which include a plan. a longitudinul and a 
transverse sed ion. are important in that the dimensions, in meters, arc W'ritlen on them and 
need not be scaled. Alippi and Letarouilly are the only graphic sources that seriously treat 
both the plan and the superstructure. It is, therefore. advisable to sc*|>arate thesc categorie» 
of evidence henceforth. 

2 . P/<IHS 

The earliest pre.servcil plan of the church and its atrium is a draw ing by an anonymous hand 
now in the .Alhcrtina (IT ,\Z 703: our fig. 122). It is a rarelcssiy ruled pen and wash drawing 


I Atiovs, KXid., IU. ujt. and pis. tll, IV, liKi. W, Hq. 

• LBIAiiiU'ii.i.r. hJt/Uti, III, eSl. 

















niix-f «nd f/ir rrnnsrpl. «ivcn in (»•'»>*• ‘'^ ■' 

th<- plan. The . I.^.ractrr o/ thr handwritm#. b..tl. Ihc- U-tterH 


a finv nuiniir mpiisiirrntrnts. nrc writtcn o 
i4l Ihc niiiruT.il!!. .«uggi-<l tliat 
(Iriivving WJis niad** in flic farly Hixtwnth 
«entiiry. pussibly «•veii a dci a>)«‘ or lw<i rarliiT *. 
Thr reprcsonlaeion of rlK- hasii arrliiK-rtural 
lorm n( Ilie < hurrh i» rlearJy Ilie aiiihor s aim. 
ns hi- oniits ali lilinKicMl l onstriu lions. incliuHii* 
the laiswl rhancel. Ni>r does lie »liow Ihe «tejM 
n«.‘nrlinB /niin tho nave tu Ihe transept. At tlir 
wt“it fnyafic. Iie otnits tlic b.-we of thc l ampaiiile 
iit tlic nurtinvest coriicr ils well aa two of tlie 
tfiree (loors Icading friim thr n.-irihrx Io tlic main 
niivr. ludging froiii Paiivimo h dew ription of 
illi atrium in ruins, l.ilrr in thr ccntury, tlir 
drrastylr iiiiadriporticus niirrsM-iitrd in tlils plan 
iipprars Io br a piirlial restoration li;mxl nii thc 
nartlii-x. whirh was inlact, and thc evitlcncc of 
thr driapidatrd forccourt. (If sjierial iniercst is 
thr propylon that projccts bryond thr Western 
Wall of thr atrium with ils triplr portat and 
two projcrling rolunins. Sligliily allerrri, tlienr 
sainr rirmrnts abo apprar it) thr nrxt oldcst 
and cvpii niorr infurinativr plan of thc church. 
Tlial plan is hy Giovanni Colonna da Tivoli 
(figs. ij^a, b) and it covers two longiludinat 
shrrt.s of a nntchook in thc Vatican I.ibraiy, V'at. 
liit. 77iJ, dafrd r<i. 1554^’ In prii and wasli, it 
is a romhination of ruird and frcc-hand drawing 
over n prmil layiiut. It is not drawn to scalc, 
biit it rnntains an abundanrr of diincnsiuns 
writlrn in pitJi. The drawing acquires ita spccial 
iinportanrr frotn tlic fact that its dimrnsions 
loinridr with thosc of Nicolai, Alippi and 
Lrturouiliy in all major resperts, to wit: thc 
Iriigfh and tvidth of Ihc nave and its ronsiituent aisJes, thc Icngth and width of tlic fransept 
and its mcdicval diapliragm Wall, and thc width of the apse. Hr rcprcsenls thc original 
iwcnty-imc Windows in each of the latcral ivalls of thc nave although most of them had been 
blocked by his day- He gives thr Icngth of thc tWo miissive huttrcsjws at the northern end 
of thc traiiscpt as 45 and 40 /ncrfi - tlic lattcr northeast - and at the ajisc as jo /iicif» each. 
South of thc latler, hc shows thc chapcl of tlic Holy Sacramonl, later remodelled by Carlo 
Madenio, and a corridor brtwern the Via Ostiense and the Southern arm of the Iransept that 
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*, t^A liiifT^ froni that '<ho\vn in tlio AJbcriina drawmi? as it .ippcars la 1 >*^ 

iL“’brr/3f^« comprisfng th. narrhcx. th. r.orrhem an.i southc,,. arms of the 

c'^ - V , ^i,,„,.,r «recn i»t thc West with a jiiojecting i>ii>pylon—a lompletc 

forecoart, and onJy a Gi„vanni Colonnas arrangen.ent 

fourth arm docs not appear. As in tlie prcM< ns ora 

appears I» hc a restoralion based .... tho in.prrf«'t e^denee asa.lable to Im.. 

^ufali..i s ntap of Norn. of ,55. ^hcws a pia., of S. Paolo a few years befo.e ( olonna s drawmg 
IM.. I..kc most of ll.e de.aiJed pl.ms on that „i,.p. that «f 5. Paolo ,s at. abbreviated 
L,ch'tha. presents onlv tl.e bnilding s sal.Vnt ftutures. The tnod inlere.ting elemcnl of the 
Bufalioi plan shm., yef a th.rd version of the atrium in the s.xterntl. .entury The three-ari^d 
jKirtiLO parallels that of Colonna, but 
tfu* pitijecting propylon is rcplaced by 
two etitranrrs towaid either end of the 
Western wall, cacli flanked by coluiiuis. 
Of importance, too, is the .appearante of 
;in arcess road froni the Via Ostiense (o 
a gate toward tlie Western en<l of the 
north Wall of thc forecourt. A gate at that 
point appears in later vr 4 nl<‘ beginning 
witfi I-afrery s SilU ChUne \'iew of 1575 
U»)- 

Two rough pen sketrhes (figs. I25a. b) 
iUiLstrate Onofrio Panvinio s inanus.-ript 
ik<u s. description of S. Paolo on fols. 417 and 

.,4 .s f. L m. Bufalini, plan «f '«*• P'^' 

atrium, 1551 vio.is three anthors, Panvinio s iiiteiest 
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is fo. lissed primarily on thc liturgii al fcatures r.f thc chiir. h. tl.c rltaWinRs, thrrrtore. provide 
no netv informatio., about the ar< hitectural form of the boildinR. The text that these sketrhe» 
iUi.strate having heen dUcussed above, it is «..(ti. ient Io deai onty With th.we eVmenls that 
appear ...ore rlcarly ii. the drawings Ihan in the text*. They primipaliv ctarifv the anangement 
of the Iransept around the mirldle of Itie sixt.-enili lentury. Thev sh.vw the raiscrl rhancel ut 
Ihe High Altar Pai.vinio ralU it th<- choir wtiuU Was laid out hy Gregory the Greal. 
extensively rcmodellerl by Leo III and reinovasl by Sixtus V- It* f..rm wn« that ol an a|.*ed 
nave in ...iniaturc, raised on a platform with it* perimeier lined with ...lumn* twe.ily 
acfording ti> tlie text, altlioilgh neither sketrh slvoW* that number. The altur over Ihe Api.Mle'» 
tomb slood near the . enter. The *ketihes o.nit the cituirium mentiorie.l in the text. The 
episi opal throne appears ba. k in tlie apse of thc . hancel. The . hancel wns reai hed (rom the 
transepl by a fnv steps on its soutliern Hank. Fol. 417 (flg. 125 b) show* the . hatirel extendlng 
tlie full width of the triumphal ar. h. with perhaps a westward proiectiori toward tlie West 
fare of the transepl wall with thc colossal Ionie rolumns rontained in re entrant corners. tin (nl. 

41K (fig. I25a), however. it appears Io streteh only bciween thc face* of the rolumns. ll is 
unrlear. from these two arrangements. whellier the chan.el began at the toprno*! of the (Ive 
stei« that separated the nave from thc Iransept r.r wl.ether it exte.ided over *ome of tliein. 

Thus the sketehes do not lielp in determining when the transepl pavement wus raimol from 
the level of the Ionie tolutiin basc.s, 36 cm. above the nave, to iU ultimate levcl rj. Ko nn. 
above it. if indeed it Was raised twice. The pUns show arce» Io the mM/rsii.. heiieath the 
rhancel by means of a siraighl flight of steps l>ehind tlie rhancel on tlie axis of the hasilira. 

Panvinios sketehes are also iiniqiie in showing the raised apw. At the ceiiter ul its 
rhoid at the raised level, l.e shows the Muses sarcophagus mentionwl in his text. It apparenlly 
projected forward, flanked on either side by a few steps up from tlie transepl. A struiglit 
flight of stair» in froni of it led rhw.. to a second " confessio " containhig tl.c altar» of St». 
Olsus and |uliamis. Panvinio rloe.s not show the srrecn ol six coluinns along the froni ul 
the apse .nentioncd in his text, but he does show tl.c altar of St. TimotUy the Priest, .«agnom 
W in the ernter. and nt Ihe apse s apex thc strigiUatcd »;.r. i.phagu» altar of the live 

Holy Innocents. witliout Ihe two colu.nn» stated m his text to liavc supimrted it» cbonuin. 
To the South of the raised chancel. Panvinio indicate» a vauUed passage belms the transepl 
and leading soulliward, This he identifies as a corridnr accessiblc (.011. thc co.i/«!.ie Iwlow 
the High Altar leading to a "reinelery in wliich many thou.sand» ol martjT» are buried* • Ib- 
indic ates the altar in the form of a well-licad in the transepl above the corridor, approxiinately 
where the paschal candelabrum now stands. 

T he first two pians of S. Paolo accuratcly drawn to sralc are fouml in the Alberlina. Hotli 
maybedated around 1645. Tlie s.naller one, a light ruled pencil drawing by Franresco Hor- 
Tomini (IT AZ 704). shows the church and atrium drawn over an eurlier version on a largcr 
srak that represented only the church (fig. lab). The larger Alberlina .Irawing (IT AZ 705). 
the right side of whirh is luissing, has been attribute.l to Carlo Rainaldi, althnugli il iK^ar» briel 
annutations in \vha.t appears to be Horremini s hantl ((ig* 127)* JrawiiiK t» in pmcil wi 

light bUie wasi, and repn-.sents only the chur. h and narthex. Despite their profcssional character, 
these- two pians convey Utile information not elsewhere available. Both show what may 
be interpreted as a pilaster buttre,ss at the northen. junrt.on o( the apse and the easl waU of 
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.ran«-p.. Thi, mav b. a rvguJarir.d ^xr*.nn o< .1,. d.a^.rK.I re.nforc.n..nt found m th 
phJin Gi-vanni Colonna^ pJan. Such uouW «ith the e^^dcnce <,f the tvvo grcat 
bu.trcU vf the apse that. witl. the ex.-epfio,. of these .«'o mid-Bcventeenth century 




pians whcie the\' appear parallel, are alvvays shown to project radially. 
Hoth plan» dcK-iunenr the closing of fho arehed opeiiings to the 
lateral porticoes of the atrium at either end of the narthex, which 
stili appjsir open in Giovanni Colunnas plan- Al the West of the 
church Borromini represents a SQuare walled forerourt with no visiblc 
access fro.-n the iiorth or soutli and with foundation walls of the 
northem, Western and Southern portirors lightly niled in. The Western 
fa^ade, deliueated in the lightest of lines, is a replka of that of the 
narthex. In the light of the rh.irarterixation of the pre%Hous pians, 
this feature of Borruminis plan inust represent liis interpretation of 
the ineager etidence for a reconstruction of the atrium fa^ade. 

Frequent rcfrTcnre will be made to I,etarotJilly’3 and especially to 
.\lipj)i's plan in Xi-olai (our pl. 111) in the following section. Their 
evidence lor the dimenstons of the church along with those pro\-ided 
hy the Anonstnoiis of the Albertina. Gioeanni Colonna da Tivoli and 
othex sources arc tabiilated below. 

Gtaphic sourre-s for the pre-Theodosian tomb of the -Apostle liave 
been discussed iu Section £ I. 


3. SWtiont anJ eJei<aiioHs 


12; f'»olo 1 . L m 

earliest known section-ium-elevation of S. Paolo is in Gio- 
if.45.”*"*™* sketchbook (fig. nS). It represents in free-liand an 

interior elevation of two bays of the nave up to and inrluding the 
clerestory Windows. At the level of the roof, thi- anthor turned his 
point of vinv through ninety dr^rees in order to show the roof constriiction in section- The 
thjrknes» of the clerwtory, five pUdi. and the span of the roof truss, ciRhlv piedi, agrees with 
the rorresponding dimensions in rolonna‘s plan. The paucity of elevations and sections of 
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s. PAOLO FVO«l 1 i «t-RA 

S. Paolo afler Colonna'* drawiiig and before the nineleenth century rs due to the al^enee iil 
major altcrations in the sixtccnth and seventecntli centuries. Evon Sixtus \ * Work Was 
essentially one of furnishing. with no strurtural cliangc* or artditions requirert, 

Two north elevations of the exterior convey an idea of the state of the building in the 
seventeenth and cighteeulli centuries. The engraving publisliist in Ciampini'* .l/un>i»ifnl.i in it.i)3 
Ifig. i29).w'hile awkwardly drawn and in l.ugc pari 
a restored view, ncvcrtheless clarifies a number of 
details; three large rounrl hearled Windows in the 
north Wall of (be Ir.Tnsept had bcen blocked and tWo 
rectangular Windows inserteJ; ahove, Ihrce oculi 
W’ere likewise hlockcd, while a roiind-headed wiiulow 
was opened in the gable- Of the iwenty one 
clerestory Windows on either side of the nave, oniy 
the lifth, tenth, (iflecnth and twenticlh reinained 
open, the others W'ere blocked. In the aisle. of 
twxiity roiind-headcd Windows, seven remained 
open. the rest wr-rc blocked but carried fti/orc 
traccry fillings. i^roux d'.'\gincourt’s engraving, a 
century later, sli0W'S more prc*cisely the transept 
Wall in thfi same state (fig S?); on the apse, hi* 
dr.'iugblsman noted a projection. level with the 
springing of the vault inside — did he mean to 
mark a setback? In tbc aisle wall, the fenestration 
had been rlianged by inserting liclow the trarrry 
Windows seven rectangular Windows; in the clere- 
slory wall, the draughtsman apparetuly did not 
finish showing the Windows, bloc ked or open. But 
likc Ciainpini's, Seroux dWgiiicourfs engraving 
shows at the westward end of the oiitcr north 
aisle the campanilc: and, in the northern narthex 
W'aU, two blocked, arehed windcAVs. 

Uggeri. in proposing to replace the nave arca- 
des of the ruined church by a Irabeated order, 
illustratrd Ihc project by a “ before and alter " 
elevation, with a scale in Frcnrli feet (fig. 130)*. 

In the arcatle zone, it appears lo shoW the casiward 
end bays of the nave: the half pier terminating 
the arcade is fluted. carries a Corinthian capital and a low 'iinpost slab ' and thus would se.-m 
lo supplement Alii>pi. who in his elevation of the north wall oniitted botli c apital and impost 
slab However. Uggeri s end pier solution is in contrast not onlv with Alippi s. but also with 
the anon>'nious drawing lo be discussed later (fig. 131)- 

nuted Corinthian columns, again with siiiallish, low " impost slal>s The wall above the 
arcade zone appears to be represented eveii less rcliably- The cornice U sho«n atler t an 
it actually was and the two tiers of frescoes are Iramed. those above by twi.sted colui^. those 
below by pilaslers. and. while this coincides with Alippi s elevation. the latter leature is 
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brginninfi af a n'indo^v abovc .he end pilastcr, 
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short tlie ckvatiun cannot be entirely tr.wted, but 
it remains important far envisaping drtails of the 
arcade, surh as tlie Imv "imposl slabs ", pro^umablv 
the ciit-bark lower eiids of thc travcrtme blocks, as 
dcscribcd by Nirolai. Other details likcvvise should 
l.e taken into considcration. sm h as thc Windows 
in thc clerestorv. the firsl rloscd with a transenna 
slab picrced by holes, tlic third wallcd up in 
bri. k; and standinfi sainls lietwcen thc Windows». 
\S-hcie ttic murals Wcre damaged, l'Kgeri saW the 
briikwaik of Ihe nave waU and, in the rlcrestnry 
zonc, doiiblc voussoirs forming the window arrhes. 
\ ervcIose to rgRcri s is an anonyinous cngraviriR 
of an elcvation of the saine part of thc nave, bul 
with a scH-tion of the Iriumphal areh and with a 
srale in falmi (fig- 13»)- 

drawing to represciit the tlcrestory Windows and 
the differrncc in thc nave and transept levcls in 
1823; it also shows thc travertiiie consliuction of 
Ihe nave arcade and, embedded in the brickwork of 
the nave Wall, three relieWng arches snperimposed. 

Ciainpinis elevation of the mosaic of the tri- 
umphal areh (fig- 132) and Uggeri s depirtion of 
thc areh after the ftre of 1823 
. r“ (fig. 133), as secn froin the tran 

sept, document the sir.c of the 
originni span and thc nature of 
LeothcCVreats rcinforcing luiing. 
Uggeri’s engraving, whirh repre- 
seiits theeaslcrn face of the areh, 
is drawn lo scale and thus shows 
the exact depth of the lining 
areh to be 4 palmi. But we note 
that Uggeri, ratlier than siniply 
presenting the rondition of the 
arrli as of 1827, shows a projiosed 
furlher reinforrcnient by dove- 
tailiiig into that lining an addi- 
tional inner areh ca- 5 palmi drep. 
A corresponding inw'ard shift of 


thc supjjorting Ionie columns and their 1 apitais and surmounting impost «•orakes caust‘d the 
reinforeed arrh to b«’ar dowii on tfie core of the capilals and cornices ratlier than oii their 
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142. S. Paolo l. 1 . m. Tilumphal 
«rch aiMl mosair. 1093. 



133. S. Psolo t. l. m. l'KK’'r>. 
triutnphal areh wrti frotn 
ttuiiscpl, iks;. 



vulnerable projecting ends- The operalioii. 
as proposed, reduced the span of thc areh 
from 75 palmi, as under Ix-o 1. to (15 
palmi. Another engraving of Uggeri s, 
publishcd the samc year, but possibly prior 
to the elcvation of thc areh just disrussed. 
shows. drawn on a large scah-, the capital 
and inipost cornice of the left-hand Ionie 
column (fig. 134)- The cornice in parti- 
cular is elegantly carved, tliough it was 
daniaged on the nave side. Above thc 
iinpost rest what sectu to be two stone 
blocks side by side running north and 
South; covered by the mosaic, they are sci 



34. S P*iW r I. m I «er*, 

(A tfiuinpbal «rch. tw»1h, 183I. 
















o 

c 

? 

n 

< 

rt 

-i 

a 

&- 

cr 


D- cr 

r-K 

cr 

3 - 


a> <- 
rD 
P- 

p* - 
9 r-K 

5 

O 

a> ^ 


rD n> 

p- nd 

^ O 

3 r-K 

^ 3 ’ 

ra 3 
p- an? 

3 

cr 

P J 
3 ^ 
C ^ 

l-K O 

^ a> 
O) 3 


3 ^ 

I 3 ^ 

J2 T1 (« 
^ ^ o 


PAOLO FUORl l.K MI RA ] 























14<» 


K ABI'M rimUTiAVAiiu M mn uB 



back r,8 fron, the e,l«e of thc rornico ..n.l scrv. a, a .pringcr 

sc» luck . Palm» iTom tl.e .spnoRor. was (orined by a triple '""'‘2' j „f ,he 

f^ilmi. J R. Jt-. Ii'ng- <•"“ spri"e‘‘f t»'"*'** "’***>"« LiiRcn s- •‘J* • 

ar< h. ii appears in otlicr representations '< 4 !s- M^a. 144)- 

An...,,, dCnilrf .nd pnr.iai *v.,.on,. Snr.n.n d A,ln™,.n . ™,rav,n, nl 'J»' 

„„Jr i. ... o( i,« Inrsn ..«■ .n.l it. p.ph.,' .«1« „. /W»,. ^ 

{fig, 135). It has been ulentilied wnli thc 

foiiitecnth bay in thc south arcado, this 
bcinR thc only arch supportcd Io thc right 
by a paivniiiuUo. to thc left by a ' Hy- 
rnettean” coinmn. as thcy are dcscrihcd in 
Scrmix d iVdiu oiirt s short text *. The 
pawHuzieito coluinn is carrvinB a Cairin- 
thian capital of ob\nuii.Aly Iniperial date, the 
other a Composite capital. Poth capitals 
arc drawai large scale in tvvo more piales 
of Seroux d’Agincoiirt's publicatioii, the 
Composite capital wnth damageil roriier 
volutes (figs. r3f>a. h). Seroux d'Agincourt'.s 
Composite capital has hecn said to l>e a 
misinlerpretation of the fiftli century nave 
capitals. tvvo of vvhich are preserved*. We 
shall disruss llie qiiestion later. The prolile 
of the basc sliown on llie samc piate is an 
inexact depiction of one of thc late antique 
Attic bases ftom thc areade. 

The Conei Codex in the Sir John Soames 
Muscum coiitains thc earliest preserved 
dravving of a decorative member of S. 
Paolo. a basc “...ecctesia S- Pauli, and 
gives its dimensions {fiff. 137)- They arc 
rcmarkably large: lengtli of the plinth, 3*4 
braccia', upper diameter of tlie base, i bvac- 
cia 52 minuti: heighl, 79 minuti. Fragments 
of the base survive in thc pas^eg^iala tncheo- 
logica along thc .south flank of tbe basilica 
and thcy coincide with the draughtsman s 
dimensions. The basc, a vvork of thc Severan 
period, stoud under the lefl-hand coluitui 
of thc center arch in thc medieval uiap]u‘agin Wall of the transept, ” nna bast aUica ili itiarmo, 
ii doppio spaziasa e tuita piena di ornamtnli assai bdta " The basc thus does nol enter 
into the scope of our investigations and vve menlion it only pro benejitio iHvtntarii. 


135, S. Paiifc» f. I. m. Scroox dAgincourt. «Icvation. 
bay toiKh, brfrar 1781;. 


' MAnrvrii/ V Samo, o/a cU 
• OiiKHWAa» - Tacbiia. 

' WlCIAAI, JBJ, 
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ijtia S. PiuiU, (. L m Snoiix 
iPAgiarouTI, Oiilnthlun ciipllul 
and batf of n»w arradr. 



ITJIIjTm 


c) l’,ru., 

(lenumcly inatructive vicvva «f S, pa,,h, |,i, 
from the sixtifinh, seventrenth, ciKhiepntli and 
eatly iiinctcenih .enturie. are rcUtively acarre. 
In inosl gcncral vlevv» Ihere i» lilde to bc ven that 
ia not better represrnted l.v Alippi a «Icvationa. 
Among vlcwa of S. Pa.,l„ the q, l.afrrrva 
SrlU l hirte ah«-t of 1573 la the enrUcat kmwn 
(lig. 13RI. It cslnbliaheil the ali lm| habitiial 



IJ7. R. I*auki (. I, m. AniaiynMwa 
Cmirf. aocteiil liuxt ir lued In mnlWvTi» 
diaplirogm Wall, m. iji). 





l.thb. S Paolo f. I. m. Seroux 
d'.'\({lm'tnir1, GimposKe capital 
and base uf nave areade. 



1,39, S. Paolo I 1. m. Maggi, view of rhurcb. atihim and 
convent froin weil. 1600. 
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pracHcc o/ rcprescnling thc cxJeiior from the northwp-St, and the print itsclf was oftfin ropied, 
somptjmcs jn reverse or with varianis, for more Ifian a century afler its puWic.ation. bc^inninK 
willi Ihat of Fia Santi in rsSfl and rontinuinK later tiU 17^5'. Of particiilar interest in Lafr^ry’» 
Aiexv is thc atrium. The extant, arcaded narthex appears in ahbreviatcd form witli what seem 
tr> be lou- p.arapet.s infrodiiced between the cotiinins in some inlercolumniations- The other 
threc arms of thc quadriporticus wcre vvithout roofs and oiily a few «f their colnrnns wcre 
stili standing. The ciiclosirig ivall appears intact, «ith its principal access throiigh a large 
arrhed doorway toward the tve-stern end of the norihem Wall. Two colutnns with what seem 
to have been projerting entablaturcs arc depirted af the center of the outer face of the Western 
Wall. Tliis evidciiL-c shoiild bc associated with that for a gatehouse found on the pians of the 
AnonyTTtous of the Albertina and of Giovanni Colonna", although the discrepancies ainong the 
three sources is suggestive of the ruiiious condition of thc .structure in the .sixtccnth rentury. 

Tuming to the church propei. Lafr^rys view clearly shows the slight di/fcrence in the height 
of the nave and transept. The ruund-arched svindows in the aislc.s must represent an abbre- 
viated restoration, sinte other sources demonstrate that its fenestration at llic time wa.s a 
hotrhpotch of blocfced trindows and netvly intcrpolafed openings of apparently more than one 
date. .A curious toWcr-Jike structure, which is found in no plan of Ihe church bul is repeated 
time and agam in ropies of the Lafrery view. appears adossed to the nortliern fl.ank of the nave. 
The artist exhibits some confusion as to thc Windows in the nortliern arm of tlie transept, The 
three square Windows high in the Western wall must represent the threc ocuJi which appear in 
Alippi s elevation and in eightccnth century views. One of the original three oculi does appear 
in the northern Wall along with tlircc rectangular openings. These must be abbrcLuations of 
the actual number of openings existing at the time, .some or ali of which may have been blocked. 
An apparenUy .semicircular structure is seeii to abut tbr northern wall of the transept lM.twccn 
the two deep buttresses. Although the latter are documented in almost every representation 
of that part of the building, the semicircular annex appears in no plan of S. Paolo- 

In contrast to Lafrery s xiew and it.s derivativos, Maggi s verfn/a of 1600 shows the church 
and ronvent from the Southwest and with far greater faithfulness (fig. 139). rhe different heights 
of the nave and transept roofs approximate the true proportion. Clerestory and aisle Windows 
still redureil ,n numbers. are in large part blocked, with smaller Windows piercingthe blockinc; 
but in the aisle W'all, the outiines of the original larger openings aie clearly rnarked. Buttresses 
project w-est and south at right angles from the Southwest corner of the transept. The west- 
erii Wall of the traasept is barren of dctail. ivhich cannot have been the case. 1 „ the gable of 
the south Wall of thc. transept one sces three rectangular openings wdiose /rames suggest that 
wer. «alJrf ,n axl.enll. or «rly «vx„l.y„(h ™ntur,.. Bslow ihem appears at 
teast orre l»e. »-i"da,v. clorf and with a smaUe, rcetiuisnlar wlnd„w i„„,ted. 

Thu „„st Iw the e^tentmost of thc transept trin.tavs described in Seelion E-i ■. The two but- 
I^r ™ »' -nsept. projectins South and West at rfetit angles, 

™rl“l 1" : h ,**' ■" ’ >»• Principal 

_ " """t '““'‘fd Ih.. center of the wall, The southem 


' PA>.cim«,i.}'usit*t*C»crovo, ii<mw 



Home, lygj. u,g cogrAvitifi, iurrlotj lietwccn 
»1 and wllli bat oaa coliimn ligias in iJitf alnum. 


!»«!« 






waU of the foiecourt exhibits two inlercsting but inronrlusivc .• 

of Wall, as though they may once have flankcd au opening subso.iuimtlv bS.i‘‘ ''T ""‘V 

an hed Windows, also blocked. that arc visiblc at thc eastcrn end ol thc wal 

rendered In the Wc-stern Wall of the forecourt wherc l.atrO.y saw two colurnus rl "" T 

oi colunms «f the narthex arrade is threc in excess of thc actiial number df X oLT 

pe.ar a.s colonncttes slanding on a parapet broken only at the center. The mistakcs . . 

bc the resuit o inexart notes made at thc site in which the number ol columns Was' Su l 

an< ... Which thc parapets, later inserted be.w.en the originally frce-standinrcoCn t cT 

tU..af cry s v.cw werc mierpre.ed as meilieval . olonnette» standing on a cominon Z. ", o, 

LO umns in the other traets ol the quadriporticus only three, to the norlh simjd uprichl 
The columns of tl.c atrium, except in its West wlng, thus seem In hdv. 7 ^ ® 

Z '(7 a 7 " 7 ^“ the! earlv AuZml 

Colonna da l.voli, r.s.A4. sa«' clearly only the wings to thc north eas, aiu 1 . b . nd . 

B> 749 »he las rema.ns of the atrium. hiCuding the east tract heretofore intact liad given vav 
to hc riew narthex of Bencdict XIII and i„ plain forecourt. But still i„ 17^9 Pin,a7i-s riew 
o the fagade vvith its new narthex seen in definite foreshorte.iing, shows in the forcgrouml 
Sho 7"' “''d “• “ «f origimd south Wall of the atrium (fig. «6) • 

bas hea to the T.bers.de eml.ankment, although the distanre appears to bc too short (fig, oA. 
lor views begin to appear in the cigliteenth ccati.ry with an ctehing of Piranesi s and 

«rTt) th 7 'rra'v^r"'“‘"‘r 

uted, but, con rary to fact. ali have Corinthian capi,ais of the same type; tbe «ifflt, of 
lie arcade are dcc^oratcl with tcndril pattem, in variations, w hetber in sti.cco «r mosaic the 
spancrels are fil.cd with foliage designs. On the upper wal.s, one sces the frier.e of papa. 

fTn lU 7 ■ hig»>cr up. the murals arc in two tiers 

d >, he clerestory /one remains bare. The artitulation of the miiral stine shows two orders 
o cooiine cs, twistccl clockwise below. rounterdockwisc above. untl suppor,ing tuiidril and 
fol.agu fne/cs respectively. The waU surmounting thc arca.lu lietween thc aisle» » bare, a» are 
e sti s o he arche.s: the bru k voussoirs are clearly rnarked dtiwn to their swallow-tailiiig at 
thc springing. Flie W'all of the outer aisles is pierced by rectangular Windows, wi.lely spacetli. 

annini s views in Mos. ow (fig. 140) and Cambridge. Knglund». are far less dramatic; bul 
hey shovv with greater precision the stucco tcndrils in the sofT.t» and on the spandrels o, the 
nave an ades; rnost of the clerestory Windows are blocked. a.s indeed they wcre; and, in tl.e lower 
tter of murals, fluted ralher than twUtecl half colonnettcs or pilasters appear. as they arc also 
stiown by Ahppi and Uggen. Pannini s painting in Mosrow and the Cambridge sketeh thus are 

lliAt oi Uig aiTinm liTiin”i'Lr^'V' /.1 *** PMtiia Pititnui, 94, nhng ih,. aoihnig Rlmiily tl» Mtghh ol «ilt m 

clurAc.gr nf iSc mJ^y. **" ■" "» “«I» •«> 

A («inlc.l wJutu. l■•TInrlly in tbr I.Riirkor^fAMiI Collcctinn abiI Altribotrd In l’iriiiiriil, rrvall» l'Annlin'« uilcfi>« vim. bui x 

ol' Ihro*rro*n« nr "“'ii'*"** "" "'"l" 't» «««Ori» M IO which ic cNcr. 

n ^ uFcomsA in ihr «aH ..irmoimUivs th. Aulr Arcml», aa Abowo in thc I.Aii^Ln,o 4 «fci ttJnla I. , 

IA ihr n^rh '’**"* * »« •« '»«• ""t.h .rvadA o. 

iB irtc nivtJi Jiislr* Bnoui» hy iVnnrsi. 


Biil IbcgtAcin 


’ Fllrwilliam h; 
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ui.r » unUWJy. 
BAve, ihf mpy 
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1^0. & Puttof. I IU Pannini, % 


r. 1750. 


Inwnrd Irnivifpl. 


riMiro dcpemlahlt' <han Piranesis -‘Uliin*.-. -Stili, ll.at ctihing remains (he Ix-s. sourcc from wl.ich 
IO l!n^'isage thc «jvilial .'Jiaraclfr aii.l the coloiir valuc* of thc .hmrli in tlw last yrars ol 
its cxislfni p 

DelailnJ viows of ll..- interior before arr rare. O/ speriai importaiicf is a ppn firavving 
•n thc Lanrinni rollet lio., of thc Tstifuto di Stoiia dcll Arcc e Archoologi.i in Palazzo \'cnc/ia by 

a.i i.nonymous liat»<l. «f thc 
ciistcrn ond of thc nave, thc 
Iriuinphal art li and a porlion 
of the Iransept, as scen froiii 
thc nortlicrn side aisle of 
thc nave (fig. 141). It is the 
Principal source documenting 
Xicolais assertion that the 
-spandrcls of thc nave arcade 
svere of travertine, Tlie 
voussoirs and the travertine 
stonc Work of thc spandrels, 
whirh were covercd by stuc- 
co decurution on the sides 
faring thc main nave, are 
clearlv seen frnni the side 
aisle. The si.x colutnns in the 
forcgroiind are those iden- 
tifiod by Nicolai as having 
fluted shafts of '* Hymettean" 
marble (mumo siiHho) and 
late antique capitals. l.ike 
Uggeris elevation drawing of 
the South Wall (lig. 130), our 
«Irawing also shows a proper 
piUisler, though flatter than 
1’ggeri's. and a capital re- 
spond on the eastcrn pier of 
the nave arcade. Whether 
the capital is to be identiiied 
with one of tbe Iwo jiilaster 
capitals of earlier imperial 
date dcscribed in Scction 
li - Ila is iinpussihie to deter- 
mine*. Hchind the navecolon- 
nade one see.s the triumphal 
... arch and its Ionie cohimns, 

eir iini>ost coniices surmounted by blocks from whicb springs the arch, as sliown in Uggeri’^ 
eng ravmg of ihese ca pitals (fig. 134). Two of thc live Windows vi.sible in the soutliern clercslory 



141. S. Paolo r. I. 


rlMu» V«M. «Kc Ull.ljiiJl 
.AnonjTOous, vieu from north aisle towa.d soulh 
nave Mali and traiuept, ta. jSio, 


1 »0 TiCT». taKni i.iaannsll)- ac 
bing |4> ouc kuoiiMgr ol tlu |.bj< 
' Abo»T, 119, 


w t>y Jnxph ca. iSoo, il 




. cnn.riliuta 



4M, b S. I'a..l.. I 1 m. >ai 

Icw tif nave and nortli alitr. (mliyj 
<jrtlmT*i, aip.all.il, and ibi delail. 

are lille.l by transennae with rtJtind holes. 
as known from Uggeris elevation. It is 
tempting to we in these survivors the 
gypsum transennae whi. li the Liftrr piw- 
li/icali» attrilnitcs t.. Leo 111 . 

A special category of veJiUe of S. Paolo 
includes the numerous drawings and prints 
matle (or an eager public iminediately after 
the fire of iHij. I hosr by I.uigi Uosaini 
are the In-st kiiown (hgs. 8i, Kj). Nu con- 
temporary achieves a <umparable draniatic 
effect. However the Work o( .\ntoniu 
'i i..10.1) appears to be the more delailcd and therefore the more dcpendaldc (figs. 14«. b). 
A view of his of the ruined nave is particularly instructive. The first two colurnus of the 
northerii nave arcade were stili standing, and he faithfully recorded the differem e in the design 
of their capitals, illustrating that the first column, as designated on Alippi s plan. was of thc 
ii/ salino) type with a late antique Composite . apital with smooth leaves 

(VoUblaUkaf>iki{). The second capital, on the other liand, is of elaborate Corinthian type. 
One also clearly sees the cutting back of the spandrels over the abaciises of the capitals as dc- 
stribed by Nicolai. The etehing, too, show.s the cut-sloiie nature of thc nave arcade spandrei 
and the .stone stringeourse above it at the point wherc the nave Wall had collapsed toward 
the east end of the north coloniiade (fig. 144 b). He, like Kossini, also shows a distinet change in 
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*«lttrAJII'W fIIBISTM'<AHfM «OMA»! 


Uli 


„f jhr iranscpt Wall. Sinca tlic l.rirk fram« «f fh** o 

inasonry ulit.uW Ix* assoriatrd niu-it 
lh«* smoolh lcave«l 


lh(‘ rhsMftcr of Ihe ma.tonry al ihe »"P 

,:r:lko: :ro:i„.,uan.. .h. *harpiy 

markcd VKUsuoir» «f *!»•• archr», and, very 
cicarly, tlic l.rirk maAonrv of tlic »tirmounfin« 
Wall wifli if» op<rninK» higli up- iMnally. a 
paiiitinx l>y I.<'op..ld Kobt-rt in CoppiilniK'’" 
presrnis thc ruin from Ihc northwc»t. showing 
cli-arly tlw Corinlhian rapilais of flie fwo first 
nave folumnii and thr snifKilh lett%'ed rapilals. 
fiolli Composite and Corintliian in ap ailc 
si-parntinf' ll>r two soiiUi aislrs (fig. 1^3). 

Af»juaroni’s aiul Kossiiii s vicwa of Ihe 
nave (figs. r-Ma, b; «.i. «i), etrhings as well 
as tlie preparafory akelth for the view of 
the nave from the wcst, give an «pccially 
g«MMl rendering of the pattern of «lestruclion 
in the Southern arcade and shoW in .some 
instanres where the stone voiiiwoirs of the 
arrade have fallen oiit of the arches. One 
of Kossini s etehing» of the ruine<l nave seen 
from Ihe transqjf (fig. 144) also sliows the 
fissure betvvccn flie original triumphal arch and 

. Vie« «/ nsvr .n<t nori». «ninfi placed beneath by Leo the Orcat. 

■uli- lacin/t nutlliurst. 
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r. RKfONSTKlTTlttN 


t. The Shrine 

Tlw evideniT of the shrine'* appearanre, a» giilhereil lr«Mn V«><pignaiu'* trror«U, Is tlefirlrnl. 
Oniy some tnain dement» «eiem to lie ilear. (he numuinenl, Ihe tre/>ait»n in ronlrin(xiiary 
lerminolugy, wiw approai hrd from tlir dn-erluHlum. some 4' , in. West. Iu la^ade 1» knnwn fmm 
Vespignanfs sketchlxMtk, (oU. i' and i^' (fig*. 04. '!*•)• !•» exterior gtotind levrl <onrs|Htuilrd, 
We projxtse, with the liottoni line ol the SALV^ l't)|*Vl,t mriirr hh» k and the rontlniiing 
stone courte (fig. 145). Ttns sorlr (utirsr wa» »up|)ortr<l by a IcMiting «one, pfesttiuablv under 
ground, it* corner «trengthencd bv «tone <|u<>ins. Whde the lieighl n( thr SALVs IHipVl I 
liloek, 20 <m.. is known, that ol tbe l.s»ting jume ran oniv t’e estiinated Irom Vr»pi*iuul » 
aketehes and note»- tlie &arr<»phagi K, h. tt, 11 . I and M stfKxl i.Ci<i iiv brlow llu- PAVI.O pia- 
ques; silice at least the sarcophagus K wa* |ila< ed in atl Ukelihood againsi ihe »o»le rourM, the 



145 S |•■o^cl I I. m l.esel*. 

footing zonc, starting 2.17 in. below thc PAVI-O plaqiies, must have licrn <i.4K m. high. II the 

threc-line niark, sketehed by Vespignani on fol. ol his sket» libook (fig* qb), represents tlie ^ 

terminating cornice, the total hcight of tlic (a^ade visiblc from the Iwltoin o( tlw mkU !| 

course to thc cornice was not more ihan 1 m. Inside, of coursc, thc structure could have bc^n ^ | 

quite a bit higher if its floor wa» suiik below tlie outsidc ground Icvel. 'I lie corners ol tlic strue- ^ ^ 

ture were marked by pilasters; these, to judge by Ve*jngiiani's drawing, were rouglily 20 cm. 

wide and, given the total hcight, they would have becn stumpy. llieir slialts at best bo cm. ;V) 

high. Capitals, placcd above tliem, could have Ijccn ca. 10 cm. high. The proporlion» are Uiw 1 ( 

but correspond to those customary for torner pila.sters on large sarcophagi. Koughly 0.60 cm. i \ 

from thc corner and onIy 40-50 cm. from the ouler ground level, to judge by thc lieight .1 
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in WsniHnani s drawing. ihe grillcd «pcning 
„f th. st..«c .ouPie BcinR 0 . 3 <. .n- high and at leas. 1-56 ^ 

.)ccupi«l. il -‘««•"M. '»«»' ***" thc tcrminaline cornke. Its low posit.on 

„,dc - - b«. p.rhaj« «-id^ - -t -«^d ,he Icvel of thc .aonuptent 

„.ovc oatcr ^-»«<1 ^thc .«oaumctt, coun.ing the lcnfi.h « thc 

«•«. furthcr dotvn than uuts.dc ^ 1 -Icast i-Ro m. tol.d, roag.dy 
and its distancrs trom thc haffus. The masonrv. f>om grouiid Icvel to the 

twkar ,ts heicht - a kind of ^ ^.ethcr tfiey eot.tinued hifther 

grillcd opcning, consisied Oor reconstruet ion of thc fa^ade thus 

„p remain^ unknow-n. hut 11 

ctdneides vvith Kir>.hbaun. s'• „,iginal construction. Icaves liltle 

The prillcei opcning, , ^rinc. The tailhful would have apFO»<-hcd 

.. .. .b- •( .Vhrtter srav, or n.™»!»- 

it and pecred ihrough j presents no nuijor difficulties. thc monument itself rc- 

It the rct-onstruciion of thc fac P - _ ,0 envi^aee it is thc reticulate 

pmbinnui. The otily ” .krtelibook MkW hl. d(a»mg of 

ll„ ,h„ p|,qu„ md iU ek.cl po.it.on itto no. 

u .- v 7 W 71 3' „,C“ „dT ,0..i:o«k («g.. «. 051 nnd «o' I' 

r 7 ' IXk (l“ 97 ) .b«^ .bn. 1.0 «.y only .bn wy.. nnd nnr.b ..d» n.nnnd .bo H.gb 
U„ ..n. -n>pb“‘ '« W' I „.,|| „„„, ha„ („«l nortb, AI»., tho n™ oxoavatod 
vl. »PP«.o»tly «"»'1 «.non, fol. 3 ' «1 .b» .kricbbook, p«h.p. 

X< 7 “ «m «V.MO «... PinnlJy, »• w. b.vy poin.yd onC. tho b.lok qnn.n. of tho 

ij paJmK -t »3 - _ ra,u,ot have bonded with the stonetvork of the 

SadtlldTt is possible that it belonged to a n.aus<,leun, bacUing up agarnst the shrinc of the 
Wtlp and thufriding its east tvall». Hut Ihis is hard to accept. since at onc time («hen 
enXed in the pre-Theodosian ■ ba.tlica " «'hich faced the \ta Ostiensis) the ^^nn*-- '' 

1 ^ tnmi thc east. \Vc tlius propose a second altemative. Tlie reticulate Wall was th 
^UuTwIlI of ibe original sinall maii-solcum where the remains of Saint Paul werc 
\ «pignani when marking il simph' /ianco rertaiitly thought .so. fhis ^ ^ 

en^ged by demolishing its w-«t waU an.l adding a westward cxlension. possibly 
provided with an a.sldar fa^ade with pilastcrs flanking thc gnll of a long openmj K ^ g 
Lrti^uJum this iacade would have attraeted thc a.tention of thc /^^t Pa^l 

faithful to offer theirpravem in at least tisible contacl with the venerated rehe of Satnt Paul. 


2 . The pre-Theodoslan Church 

The letter of the three emperors of JS4 mentions in p.assing thc existence on site of 
a basilica tuming its bark to the the - iUr tWns”. and to be replaced by tUeir 

owi. huge church*. It is bul uatiiial to link this reference to the discovery m 185'» «l 
the remains of an apse- its springing to the north seen already in ,838 -rising West of the slirine 
and faemg east, its oulside curve almosl touching the diverticulum (figs. looa. b). BeUoni m 


• IIM M tbr aidMOn el K»k:iuiai'ii. OfAe. ir*. 

• Al>m, »Tt, dw. jUt 


surs'oyins the remains presented the rcconstructcil plan of the church whirh hc helieved to have 
been terminated by ttiis apse: a ba-silica, its nave cnvclopcd on three sides hy aisles. cxlrnding t« 
thc Via Ostienses, hut entered sideways from thc north through thc castward transverse aisle 
(fig. 99)His imagination wa.s apparently kindicd by thc plan of tho seventh ccntiiry chiirrh 
of S, Agnese fuori le mura, Kxccpt for thc apse remains, not a scrap of evidcnce siipporls 
this rcconstruction: the thrcshold of a door, reported to have l>ccn (ound in 1834 at an 
iinkiinwn depth below thc northern springing of the late fourth century apse, may as well have 
belonged to a maiisoleuin in the necrnpnlis covering the entire site, Of thc pre-Tlicudosinii church 
only this is known: il Was a full-sizcd church, that is, the apse did not stand by itself; il shel- 
tered thc shrinc of the Apostic; it faced east toW'ards, and was presumahly entered from. thc 
Via Ostiensis, thus reversing the former approarh to thc shrinc from thc West; the terminating 
apse w'a.s 7.58 in. tvidc and 3.79 tii. deep; and the slirine projccted far into it so as to leave hut 
little spiice on either side for thc faithful to pass through and approach Ihe griH in its fai;adc. 
As to thc body of the church, it can only he stated that it inust liave l>cen <iuUc siitahlc. 
Given the dimension.s of thc apse, thc nave could not Imvc heeii les» tlian 8.50 m- widc*. 
Whether it Was a simple hali or flankcd by aisles — even a trefoil plan has heen siiggested" — 
remains Open; the term fcasihcit, used in thc letter of 384, has functional meaning and refers 
alike to mecting halis and churches. small or large, with a simple nave, or a nave and aisles 
or a trefoil plan. 1 ( Ihe building at S. 1 ’aolo wa.s longitudinal, as scems likely, it W'oiild have 
been prcsuinably onc and a half times or twice as long as it Was wide, that is, 14 to 17 meters. 
In the lafter case, its faijade would have coincidcd with thc pusitiuii of Ihe chord of thc later 
Theodosian apse, some 23 m. from thc cdgc of thc ohl Via Ostiensis and a plaea might have 
extended from thc highway to the church. 


3 . The Theodosian Church 

The plan of the church a.s projected in 384 was dclcrmined by iwo factors; thc intention 
uf the founders to build a church as large as possiblc, thus rompeting with Constantine‘s basilica 
at St. Pcter's; and the topographical conditions and limitations of thc site -the location of the 
shrinn, the nccd to bring it as close as possible to the faithful. the position of thc Via Ostiensis, 
the old divertkulum to be suppressed and thc close vicinity of the Tiber. 

The sources for envisaging the Theodosian basilica are so rich that this scction is less an 
exposition than a commentary. The measurements as given by thc various sources have been 
compiled and tabulated on the foUowing pages, and reduced to Koman feet. It will be found 
that thc figures given in Nicolai‘s text in palmi, those provided by Letarouilly in meters and 
those given by Giovanni Colonna in feci coincide, while l*anvinio'8 measurements are far off 
the mark. 


• Buuaimi, rt<« 4 <tu ( 4 u 4 »rina«< 4 «U« OUUmM..., Hoiac, iSij, (il. I. 
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courl-s 1 

CONSPECTUS Of DIMF.NSIONS 


AnuB>-mniu CoJooi» Pauvinio 
Albntiiu iUTi»'oli 


tvt&rouilly Otbers Aoceptnl dinirasions 
10 tn. A R. U. 


563 iiR.iSm. 240'mMiu 128.38 

(l*5-.Vin>,) (Paria) 


Lei^th 

406 palmi ynpiadi 
,90.33 m.) 

3»a 'la pitii 40J palmi 80 8« m. 
(«9-87 ml 

j86 pitii 
(Uggeri) 

(Fra Ma¬ 

89.87 

303 V. 




riano) 



Toral rleai 

r tfi) palmi tlSpitJi 

aijtpiaii 2^2 palmi. 63.12601. 


66.27 

220 



2 omtit 




ol nare 


(63.27 m.) 




WkIiIi 

toS^Mt $3pMi 

107 palmi, 24.22 ID. 


24.22 

82 

«1 mau 

(dear/l ceotcr 

6 <m(ie 2" (ciear) 




•ave 

to cmter 

(24.02 m.) 25.34 m 


25.84 

85’,'. 



(aeUl) 




Drpth 

loUpa/mu St’.; 

loS palmi. 24.20 m. 

4.1 Pa^at 

24.20 

82 

oftraAirpr 

pmd, 

5 iracit 

(Fia Ma¬ 





(24.18 m.) 

riano) 



TotaJ mdtb 

3aopolaii i4i pitdi 

318 palmi. 71.018 m. 

70.85 m. 

71.01 

240 

et trusrpt 

(inciemeot- 

5 onri* 3" 

(Fontana) 




aD>-) 

(71.09 m.) 

xoo pausat 






(Fra Ma¬ 
riano) 



Widlh 

iipuii 

XII palmi. 24.22 at. 


24.22 

82 

«rfapie 


6oncu 
(34.86 m.) 




t>jtb 


12.440». 


12.44 

42 

at apw 


calculated' 




RadMis 


53 palmi. 




et apac 


goatie 
(»2 4.1 m.) 


12.43 

42 

Nave mter- 



II pitii 

3.26 

11 

eoiaaanatMm» 



(PSilisi) 



Widtii 

40 palmi 34 V, pitii 

40 palmi. 10.31 m. 

46 palmi 

8.9« 

30 

ol oarr aMlrs 

(ciear) ccntrr 

3 lairic ccnter 

(Alippi» 

clcar 

clcar 


U> ccnter 

ciear to centcr 

plan - 

1041 

35 



(8.9601.) 

ccnter 

ccnter 

ccnter 


to ccntcr) to ccntcr to ccntcr 

34 

(Pansi) 


' (IM*I Inrk - (infU <x ■*«* 4- liifeSam 

m. 


- 


I «f tmwpkal «nrh + a>ptli o( tr«mrpl)| - m. — (49.IU + iM + 14 .») m.] 


Others 




CONSPF.CTUS OE DIMENSIONS 

Anonymmit Coluiina Panvinio NtcoUi Vtaioiiilly 

Albcrtiua da Tivoli trxi 


ISI 


Width 39 paJmi 32 pitJi 

of oiitcr aisles ciear ccntcr 


Spaii 

nf triumplial 
arch 


67 pituii 
(original 
aich ciear) 


39 poJmi. 9.85 m. 

elrar to centcr 

(8.88 m.) 


43 

(Alippi- 


to centcrl 


8.88 30 

c.lrar cieat 

9.86 33',. 

centrr ccnter 

to rxnter to centet 


17.0810. 7i palmi 17.08 5T','i 

center to (UgReri - 19310 (Lcnatch) 

centcr ol ciear) (rlcar, scalcd) 67 
columip. 65 paJmi (utiipnal 

(Uggcri - archckar) 

ceiitec of colurnos) 


Thicknesa ol 
tiansept 
we»t W.-1U 


H’UpaJmi 1.86 6‘u 

(Alippi) 


Thickocss 10 (?) 1.8910. 

ol aislc vrall paimi 


Thicltneas 
of nave Wall 

S pitii 

1.10 ,n. 


1.10 

8*/. 

Tliickiiess 


0.94 m. 

5 palmi 

0.94 

3';. 

a( Wall abovt' 



lower 



aialc 



3 palmi 



coloiiiiade 



alter 

rafters 

(Alippi) 



Foundation 



8 palmi 

1.78 

6 

waU of nave 



(1.78 m.) 
(Fea) 



Foundation 



i palmi 

1.12 

4 

of aislr 



(l.iim.) 



arcadea 



(Fca) 



Width 

226 pitii 343 pitii 

2f()C)palmi * 


06.80 

228 


(by com- 
pulalioii!) 

(66.80 m.) 




Length 


2bS palmi 
(59.08 m.) 


SS.08 

200 


ir liaroque iocecoirl. 
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rr»NSPEcri.’s of dimknsions 




AiB-uvnKHii Colonn» Panvinfo Nicolai 

AtUTtiiia .la Tivoll "•>" 

Lrlanoiilly Ollui» 

Acii'pici 

in in. 

il diincnslon» 
A K It 




m. 

R. H. 

Unllh 

iM palmi palmi 


7.14 

24 '1 

of hlrml 

(7.14'n| 




l»rplh 
of iNirthcs 

41 palmi 31 •/, pitJi .34 


».I4 

31 '... 

Wfllh 

2lt> pMi 


««.81 

228 

Uhfth ol 
oprn courl 

ifi6 piali 


48.fl« 

100 

IV|4ll of 

HU piali 


57.07 

103 

oprocourt 

to ociilrr 




II KieTATIoN: 





Htiicht of njvo 

IJ7 palmi. 

IJ7 ^/)«i 

30.77 

104 


Somu. i* ', • 

Io )M'aiii.> 




(30.77 m.) 

(Alippil 



linclil of apM- 


104 palmi 
(Alippi) 

23.23 

78 Vi 

of 


105 ( palmi 

23.42 

80 

wumIow sUI 


(Alippi) 



HrIKbl «1 l lrrr- 


ii palmi 

4.01 

16 

•4nry •iiHlnm 


(Alippi) 



Widihof cirre 


11 palmi 

2.45 

8 

tiury tnmiui»* 


(Alippi) 



ihltUMrs 

briwtrn 


« palmi 
(Alippi) 

1.78 

0 


Htallh 
ol «lik- 

«niidiM»» 

iPitJi 


1.18 

4 

l*l*tiU<lT> 
ol alslr 

3 


0.80 

8 


«iuduwt 


l>A«)tO liUOltl 


('oNsi‘Hcn:s ov dimknsions 


Ariniiyinoiiii CiiUmn» VimvlnU» Nlcoljil 
AIherliiui ila Tivoli 


l.iluniuilly 


UOvrrt Acciptnl lUwiulon* 
in m. A K. Ii 


of mivf 
column* 


OlmnrlfT 
o( niivi' 
col\imii« 


Dinmitci 
o( IIUVO 

collitu n» 
[MywtHtan) 


o( nutiT iiiiU' 


Ui iKhl n( 
triiiinpliiil 
nrcli cohiiiin» 

Oiaimtir 
ol foluiniuot 
tiiuiiitiliiil mcli 

lli lRhl ol 
aislf coUiiniis 

l)iAiui'U-r 1)1 
aiiilt' collinius 

ol ii|irniiij!i 
of mcudct 

HiikIiI of 

ti.iii«.pt 


M 4(1 10 Hm. 47'Ii 

paintt liniii- »mi palmi 

liAsi' »nil capitiiU (Allppil 

OHplluU 

Oo«.Itl.) 


II fmnV. 1'!," 

5 palmi 

tl.ll- 1 . 15 m.) 
5 Patmi 
(1.15'») 

71 palmi, 

(«..« m.> 

5.1 palmi, 
i «Hiie 

(n.05 '« ) 

59 palmi, 
(ij.a? Mi.) 

(1 palmi, 
putuit. l'l 
(147'") 
jH palmi 
t« 47 '" ) 


10 'Ii/ lulmi 2.34 
(Alippi) 






IliiKlit of 
triiimptuil aivli 


(ali.Ki ni.) 


103 palmi 22.9« 
(Alippi) 


79 










•> 


•« KASlLtCAHCM fllBISTIANAIII-M KOUAE 


ThrptAn ofthc church, a« buiJt (ram 384 on, rcmained uiicliangcd unii) tSaj. Chararfcri,«l 
ftv a prcceded hy an atrium ar,<l tcrminatcd by an undivicl«Hl transverse l.alJ 

.e ctosejy resembJe. thaf ot S,. Prter s- Al S. Paolo. Jmwover, the rectangular exedrae that' 
crminatrd the short end, o/ the transrpt in the earlier church were omitted. the franscpt 
la^r u"‘ X r*' “ 'I'" runtinuou, in height, and the apse somc»vhat 

aJTlafcr «"<* possible causes 

The schemafie plan underlying the Theodosian basilica of S Paolo «'as in iis ,o„no 
tmn com,x,raWe to fhat of Sr. Peter-*. It differ,, hmvever. in its fundal'^, / . 

of the apse. ide.iIJv 80. arluallv 82 R. It., ig equal fo the denth of tl.e tr . ‘•'“'««'fer 

from thf inner faces of the nave columns fo the inner faccrof th^ modulus. 1 he disfanre 
these disfances are mcasnred /n the ciear In the co" r T H. ft. AII 

devia.ion.s occnrred in the projected dT^cn^o?; 77^^ 
tlian the norrn. the Icngth of the transept slighfjy less- 

ces are measured in thT /omiL^^nr rat^her^^alTt"* d f^'^PPear tyhen dlstan- 
Laterano*. The tlucicness of some of the fouldaHo‘ -? » "" *" 

measurements in relafion to the elements they cam' Iblv * 

Of the aisie arcades uerc 5 At/.f (, nT.h T 

or 3’. K. ft. thick and 16.22 m. or 55 R. ft h,„h 7 / t ^ ” "i' 

mme. on both north attd south «ere 8 ‘(r./» Jl TftTrZ\''T 

on arcades and of comparativeJy light bcarine hnrl «• Walls, resting 

30.77 m. or X04 K. r high. The proZrior / ‘ «"d 

Constanfinian basflir.i at the Latcran. nave founda^ior^"^” 

at S Paolo. proportionateJv to the nav-rw^ufnorth ^ ™- A'- 

eqnally high transept tvaJJs. tvith a thickness of x S6 7 inore massive and 

/oondation «alJs ca. xt R. ft. or3.x6 m th.T uJ n *>" 

to the facade ivad and its foundation: the former 50 ^^ 71 / w"'" P^Portionately 

tl>e latter r«. a.70 m.. 9 R. ft. thick. ® "*• 4’/. R- ft.) thick, 

Taking info consideration the vi'idth nf tu.. t , ■ 
the rising vvaJls Hhh h they rarry, tve presume the dear ^>0"^ 

darion to that of the transept. to have heen ex^ctlv 00 R f .1 

above ground- Inrluding the tJuVkness 0/1 he fa- d '/ 7 " 




Adding to that distance the depth of the tr.7nsept in the fuundatinns. So R. (t., they obtained a 
total of 4(H> R. ft. Tlirae 400 R. It. we considor to liave been a basic measure and a startinc 
point in laylng out the pUn. The buildert would have obtained the ciear width ol the nave 
in the foundations. 80 R. ft. as againsl 82 R- It. above ground. by takingone mndulitt. 40 R. ft-. 
either side of thu center line. Correspondingly the widlh of the ap«e in the toundatbms wnuld 
have brcn estai>|ished at 80 R. ft.. as against 82 R- It- above ground. 

\Vc refrain froin pressing our case (urther ihe distanre from Ihe inner edges of the nave waW 
foundations to the nuter edgcs of the foundations cairying tfie ai*lr. Wells. c>8 pofiut arcording 
to Nicolai and Hea. corresponds to 21.87 in. or 74 R. ft. and thus remains nutside the pettem 
of a 40 R. ft. modulus and its multiple». Ollter systema of meaaurement tnay well have Iseen 
coupled with that maiii pattem- In fact. Ihe dislance from the inner faces of the outer walls to 
the center line* of the mam nave arcade* is 68'., R. ft.. which approximales to bj R. ft,. the 
originaJ ciear opening of the triiimplial arch. which on Uggeri'* snrvey ffig. 133) scales uo 
patmi, 68 R. ft- 

The plan developed on the ba.<iis of a modulus of 40 R. ft. waa further runditiuncd, at least in 
the nave, by a desirc to approximate not only the arrangeinent of St. Peter's but its inagnitude 
as W'eU. Thus the actual ciear length of St. Peter s nave was 307 R- (t. and that ol S. Paolo waa 
303’.'» K. ft.; tlic width of St. Peters nave was 225 R. ft. c.lenr and that of S- Paolo was 220 R. ft. 


b) Elevations 
( i) Tht nave 

Tite mea.surcments of the superstructure of the nave demonstrate that its clevation waa aa 
carefuUy laid out in a sucression of simple dimensiona aa waa the plan. Tlic vertical dimensiona 
of the side aisles were largely detemtined by conditions established in the Central nave and the 
requirement of covering each pair of side aisles under a common roof that wnuld rise to just 
below the .silis of the naves clcrestory Windows. 

It would appear that the critical design dimensum in the vertical plane was not the slighlly 
more tlian 104 R. ft. from the pavement to the seating of the roof trusses but the 100 R- ft. to 
the top of the rnosaic and pictorial decoration and, presumably, the bottom of an original cof- 
fered cciling. The resuit is a spatia! volume 300 by 80 by 100 R. ft., essentially the space one 
sees in the present basilica- Beforc the repairs of Ixo the Great, the Central nave opened tt 
its eastem end in a large and simple arch. 67 K- ft. wide and 8a R. ft. higli. The former dimension 
recalls that of the cotnbined widths of a pair of the aisles, and the latter is equal to the width ol 
the nave. The lateral walls were supported on au arcade Imrne by two rows ol tw'enty colurnus, 
each 35 V, R. ft. high- The silis of t he clerestory Windows were set at a height of 80 K. (t. above 
the paving. nearly on line with the apex of the triumpha! arch. They were 35 K. ft. above the 
apices of the nave arcades. A projecting moulding wa» set at 45 K. ft. above the paving to 
separate the arcade from the clerestory walls above. 

The nave arcades presented a structural feature remarkable ainong tlie Early Chiistiau basi¬ 
licas of Rome. They w'ere constnicted of travertinc opta quadratum up to and including the 
projecting mouldings. This is documented by Nicolai's statement. by an anonymous early 
nineteenth century drawing that shows the northern outer face of the north arcade (lig- 141), 
by a detail on Acquaronis ctehing of the ruined church (fig. I42b) and. less faithfuUy. by an 
anonymous restoration drawing (fig. 131). The evidence suggests that the stone was employed 







.,™, T,„- ..rucur,, n«,co„r. «. . ... k .n . .,..lrk. .nvl.MMrom 

,,...„..1, In nnlnr ... ren..»'.- Ik' I»'' 'k' "n"-*. 

r..r.,.«hian canir.iK — «»!«• prMfn-wI rcmnants of wliirh «ppfiir fo be of brvi-ran a.it« . whitc 
Lrhtr .Kur* .1 Ih. Koman A..ic t>T>. an.J flu.cd pavoH.:..^U> ahafts. rrnownc.l for ,l.eir .«-auty in 
,hrr,sh.«kn.b and cariv nino.ecnth ccnhme,. Tbe remni.m.p «xtren rolumn, tmd wb.lc marl.l. 
basr* nu.rd W.afM vario,«ly d.« ribcd aa of soHho ot ■ H>wttean rnarble and late «nti.jnc 
(•orinihian <apitaJs The lat.er t>pe appeared on 11.,• f.rst rolu.nna on rilher side of Ihe weslcrn 
porlal. The /oJIoWinf? eleven eolumns in the norfhcrn arcade and tJiirteen rolumns in tl,c soulheri, 
an adr u-ere of fhe former tvpr. The latter e.^-pe rcapponrcd in Ihc linal eif-ht eornmn.s to the north 
and six folnnins to the south. The uncven distribiilion of thc two types of rolumns in the arrades 
has given rise to the ‘f'"* ^ppresenl Iwo bnildinff pcriods thc pawtMxttHo 

colon.ns Corning froin fhe original constrnclion and fhe ' Hymelf.-an ' colurnus wifh late antique 

capilaN reprcsenting a restoration by Teo the Great, following severe daimge raused hy the 
earlhqiiake of4^i-mj. Even if Lcos Work al S. Paolo was occasioned by an earthqiiakc and 
nol. as the Lihfr Ponti/icolis States, by fire sct by a holt of lightning, it seems iinlikely that the 
two ends of the arcades wouid ha ve roIJapscd and have lefl thc Icss slablc central porf ion stand- 
ing- The fortv foriiithian and Composite rapitais of thc two side aisle arcades, like tiie capitals 
in the main arcades over thc sliafts of ' Hymettcan " marhlc, wcre of late antiijuc manufnrturc 
and werc presiimably made for the b.-MiIica. The large and small capitals, although of different 
formats. rxhibit simiJar fcalurcs of style and were therefore apparently coeval- It has iiever 
been suggrsted that Lcu the Great rebuiit the two uisle arcades. Thus, therc arc oniy two 
possibilititrs for cxplaining thc two types of rolumns in thc main nave arcades. Eifher the 
pMPonaiuUo rolumns represent Leos restoration of a nave that hnd been previously cliaractcriaed 
by homogencous, contemporary columns, not onIy in the side aisics but In the main nave as 
well; or clsc the damage to the basilica in the lifth century was not as great as some have as- 
sumed and the two column 1)7)68, irregularly dtsposed, represent the original state of the nave. 
There is no absolute proof for either h)'pothesis. but the former is the more likely for thc fullow- 
ing reasons. The buiJding was sufhciently damageri in thc first half of the fiflh century to re¬ 
quire the lining of the triumphal arch. Deirhmann and Tsclura have interpreted the repairs 
to the aisle column capitals and ba-ses by means of melal rlamps as evidence of fractures pro- 
bably as5M>riated wifh the earthquake*. And <lcspite the prevalencc of spoils in colonnades of 
fourth and fifth century churches in Rome, grealcr care was usually taken in their arrangcinent 
in pairs or groups on either side of fhe nave than is evident in S. Paolo f. ]. m. 

Accepting the hypothesis of Leo the Great's introduction of fhe pavonazeUo columns inio the 
basilica, one is presenfcd wifh a remarkably homogeneous vievv of the colonnades of the original 
structure - one at odds wilh the heterogenous character of the colonnades of the Vatican 
basilica. Such a uniformity of the h^rty nave and forty aisle columns. both in matcrial and 
design, was paraJIeled in the nave s fenestration which both in fhe , Icrcstory and in thc outcr 
walls was composed of a large, round-arched window in each intercolumniation, doublc the 
nuinber of Windows found in St. Peters. 


Tfce conpMilr MOMfc Im( cjpii«l iboira bf Arqiuroni 
UiiraMkKik.lHaiijk, lak. 


t4iMt ftn ,1... Snt column on Ihc Jett-han.l icmuiiu to bc ciplained. 



(11) The leausepl 


The carliest accurate druwings o( the basllica‘s longUuilinal section ahow the transept paviug 
ultlmately to have stood »ome t)r> cm. above thc lovel o( tlw nave (tig. 141)). Af conUng tu the 
dmwings of Alippi and Nicolai, the plintlu ol the Ionie columns inslalled nuder l.eo the (ireat 
to support the lining of the triumplial arrb rested on a level ca. cm., or two sltqis, iitiove 
tliuf of the nave (pl. IV). Sincc thc exravtition» for the iiincteentb rentury open con/eisto West 
of the High Altar (alled fo produce any tracc ol a tic Wall running hetween the iwo piers ol the 
triumphal an h. such as existcd at St. l’cler's, it was necessary for I,w)'s buihlers to nmstruct 
iiew foundations for the columns. Therefore, the leve! ot the base of the cilumns wiu not 
fixod by any prr-cxisting structural condition, but oniy by llie spring Une of the triumphal 
arch and the le.ngtlis of thc reused colossal column shafts. 

Tliere are three possible rclationships hetween the levels of the nave aml the iransept in 
thc huilding's carly history. 11,e pavements may have tieen unifonn in height and the new 
columns may have stood on bincks or pedestals 36 cm. high in or,lcr to accommodate ihe spnils 
in their new setting. At a considerably later date, perhaps during the reign ol Gregory the 
Great or even th.at of Leo HT, whose repaving of thc transrqit is recordert In the Lihe.r 
Ponli/icalts, the level was raised thc fnll qo cm. at which it appears In the graphic lources. 

Or thc original b,iilding may have included a lr.insept some 3!) cm. above tlie nave, and the 
foundations and bases ot Leo I s columns wcre adjusted so as to set the latter at the transi.-pt 
level. And last, Pope Leo I may have raised thc transr-pl paving ca. 36 cm. at llie time hc liad 
the greal columns and the lining arch installed aa part of u larger restoration of the basilica. 

In the fibseiice of objective evidence to support one of thc three hypothei«ks heyond the 
others, we favour thc first on the principle of cfficiency and in tlic alisen. e of compurahie 
changes of level in the original States of other Early Christiaii basilic:» in Kome. 

The plausibility of tlie nave‘B and truiisept's originally l,aving been on the samc level it sup- 
ported by a further consideration. The inside heiglit of the transept is giveu by Nicolai as 
120 palmi 3 oncie, that is ab-Rb m. or aimost 91 K. ft., ab.Hq in. A1ii)pl‘i plates shoW tliis 
lo have been the distance from tlie pavement to thc sixtecntl, century toflered reiling. 
To arrive at the roof trusses, ca. 8 palmi, b R. ft., must hc added, making 97 R. fl. Tlie in- 
tended distance may v\'cll liavc been 100 R. It. and this total is rcached wticn tlie transept 
pavement is loW'crcd to thc nave level, 0.90 in. down. 

While nave and transept floors thus wcre presumably level, thc waUs of the transept, its roof 
trusses and pussibly a coffered cciling were lower than tliose in thc nave, whose height was 
104 R. ft. Indecd, Alippi's scctions as well as any numiicr of exterior vicws show this differ- 
cnce of four fect in the height of nave and transept rcspectivclyWe cannot see any func- 
tional or structural reason for this divergcnce; but we miglit point out, as has been done 
previouslythat thc transept of St. Peters, too, was lower than its nave, although much 
more so than that at S. Paolo*. 

Further elcments to bc mentioned at S. Paolo are the buttresses that projcct from the 
Western and eastern corners of both the northem and Southern ends of the transept- Those to 
tlie north are known oniy from the numerous vcdule and from Alippi s surveys, where tliey srale 
at bo palmi long and i6 palmi widc, 13.38 m. or 45 R. ft. and 3.57 rn. or 12 U. ft. respectively. 
riie buttresses projecting soulb from the south arm of thc transept survive- They were 
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roRFl'5 RASJLICARUM CUnt%JtASAUVH ROMAR 


«ppan^Ily narroH-er. oniy 9 R. ft . and nhoreer; wr wtimated thc wcstcm biittiesa at roughly 
IO m Ioni: and Alippi s pUn conlirnu this gut^a, shoning a length of 45 palmi, 10.35 >"■ «r 
33 R. ft. Cwtainlv. this Wfstem buttns-ss was an int.-gral part of thc original cotwti iiction 
and Illi* i* likelv to hoM as «tU of thc sccond Imttress to thc Mintli and the buttre.sses to 
Ihc noTth. A fifth bultress shoWTi by Alippi projecting from the WcsC Wall of the south transept 
in line with the outer aisle Wall was obviously added later, a» witnc-M its position cutting across 
one of the oculi in thc transept wnll. 

A final uord nccds to be said about thc fenesiration of the transept. The threc Windows 
sunis-ing on thc south Wall are counterparts of those showi» on the north wall in Ci-ampini'.! 
and Scroux d’Agincourt 's e.xterior elcvations (figs. iiq, 8?}. OnIy their uidths and di.stanc es froin 
Mch other are krio>s'n, 4.53 m., 15 K and 3.12 - 3-30. «' • J"'’. ■ ” R' f*' respectively. The 
upper parts of the nindows bave disappeared. But obviously tlicy weru ruund-arched likc 
Ibose in the nave- (liwn thc ditnensinns of thc.se. ij palmt wide and 32 palmi high, 2.45 m. 
by 4-90 I». or 8 by lO*, R- ft.. the transept Hindo«'s wouid have been proportionately 9.06 m., 
30 R. ft., high. IVafMhP as WcII as .Alippi's platcs and Cinmpijiis and Scrou.x d'Agincourt’s 
etevatioRS shosv an oculus surmounting cach of thc three round-arched windoi\'s in the north 
ami of thc transept (figs. 87, 97. 129). Liketslsc, oculi opeued in the West tvall of cach transept 
arm while two or possibly tliree ocuJi were placed in thc ea.st wall of each arm. AH oculi wcre 
snnnounted by voossoirs but Wcre lacking corresponding brick rings around the lower hnives, 
and an were pushed clo*e up to the eaves h'ne of thc roof. Were they, Ihen, possibly buiit n.s 
an aftcrthought during construction, as were presutnably thosc on the sotitb cleieslory Wall of 
SS. Giovanni e Paolo*? 

.Alippi's transverse section of the nave shows in the west Wall of cach transept arm two 
hug» arches with double voussoirs: inside the arcli on cither side of thc nave and closest to it 
a sinaller arch appears. \'er1icaJ lines are marked droppitig from the springing of cach arch 
and thc first impression leads one to interpret arches and vcrlical lines as arches and jamb.s 
of hiocked Windows- Howcvcr, the jambs’ are cut arross by thc aisle roofs. Rather than 
being hnge Mindows, then. the arches and ‘janibs' formed a syslcm of relieving arcades sct 
into tbe Wall during construction. Their existence. in any event, seems to be confirmed by 
the veJata of Lafrcry, who interpreted them as Windows {fig. 138J. 


(iii) Tka apse 

The apse seems to have risen originally level with the transept. Its W'aJl, according to 
Abppi s longitndinal section. was 12 palmi, 9 R. ft. thick. The fourth century masonry of the 
a^ u preserved on the outside to at least 7-80 m. from the pavement of the transept and 
^us C4. 8.50 m. from the present and 8.70 m. from the Theodosian nave Icvcl (fig. 113). 
■^e IS DO reason Io doubt that the original brickwork does not rise to the full height of 
outer apse Wall, 78 palm*. 17.39 n>. or 59 R. ft., from transept levci, according to Alippi; 
itt else. if the thinncr top waH of the apse is induded. 103 palmi, 22.97 "i-, from that level and 
^ ^ half-dome of the apse, loo, may 

eu be the onginal one. Carrymg the thirteenth century mosaic of Honorius III, it springs 

ir 

es, 2A.2I m transept floor and 

ibe att ^ g <t.. above thc original nave floor. No trace of Windows was seen along 

H ^-ght to the 

«pnngtng of the apse dome. Hencc the apse seems to have been windowless, 
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(iv) The atrium 

An atrium must have formed a pari o( thc late fourth century building, .as Leo the Grcat 
is credited with the restoration of the fountain within it ‘. That it had yct to rench its ileli- 
nilive form is suggesteil hy thc attribution in the Liher Pon/i/irafis to Symmachus ul the mn- 
struction of steps " ante forts hasilicae. ■-i» aMum et t aniliarum"*. Symmachus’ concern for 
the forecourl of S- Paohi paraUcU his interest in that of St. Pelers. As at the Valican 
basilica, wc takc “ graiion ante forti basilicae " to designate steps from Ihe open court to the 
narthex of thc churcli’, and “ grados-.-in cantharum " perhaps to signify steps up to the 
fountain. The atrium at S. Paolo docs not recur in sourci;* uiitil the cighth century, when 
Hadrian, finding it in desolate condition, paved it in marblc*. As with Symmachus', Hadriana 
W'ork iti the atrium of S. Paolo is p.ar.alleled at St- Pcter’s». It is unlikely that it had gone 
unpaved since Ihe fourth century; probably thc action of time and the periodic llcMicUng nl 
the Tibcr made Hadrian's Work necessary. 

If tlic collapse of the campanilc in the earihqiiake of 1349 damaged thc porticoe» of the atrium, 
there is no record of their repair". Indecd, thc forecourt must have sharcd in the gencral 
State of disrepair characteristic of thc basilica in the fiftecnth century And l,afr^ry's vicw 
of 1.575 (fig- 138) shows this stili to have been thc case in the sixteenth century. Siihse4|uont 
views document a progressive dccay of ihe churchs wallcd forecourt, until Hencdict XIH 
apparently puUed dowm the vestiges of thc atrium, including the narthex of thc basilica and 
thc fcw surviving columns of thc quadriporticus. Hc enclosed the spare in front of thc b.uilica 
with nevv watis in which he buiit a monumental baroque gate on thc north side, thereby 
recogniring whul for centuries had been the normal means of approaching the chiirch. 

Although by the sixteenth century much of thc atrium had coUapsed and its Mfiriwrns, stili 
recorded in the late fiftecnth century, W'as no longer to be seen, sufficient evidencc remained. 
as variously recorded and interpreted by thc author of the Albertina plan and by Giov.-inni 
Colontia, to siipport a rcasonably complete restoration. The .Albertina drawing represents a 
square coiirtyard surrounded by a decastylc quadriporticus, the eastcrn limb o( which. i.c. the 
narthex of the church, was 41 palmi deep. and whose northem limb — and presumably the 
remaining two as WcU — was 32 palmi deep. The size of the courtyard is not rccurded, uor 
are the dimensiuns of the propylon W'ith three portals which projecls westward. 

Coloiina's plan represents a less complete atrium but with grcaler dimensiorial dctail. The 
rectangular open space is deceptive as it was truncated by thc author to fit ali on his sliecl. 
riic iiinc colmnns of thc narthex arcade are corrcctcd by a note, "vono esset to steli", and thc 
ten columns are shown in light lines in thc Southern pwrticus beueath the seven drawn in ink, 
as in the .Albertina plan. Colunna’$ dimensions for the depth of the narthex and the lateral 
portiiocs cotneide with ihose of the Albertina plan. The ciear width of the open court shown 
by Colonna, computcd from hia dimensions in the narthex, is ifab R. ft. This presents an 
apparent problem in that thc wcight of evidencc supports the rcconstruction of a square atrium 
and its depth. as recorded by Colonna, was 193 R. ft. It is suggested that he was confused by 
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thr aiumitiloi» itatr uf (hr riim«<t atrium at ttir weat, and that tlie tgj f<. fl. in faci rcprcacnt 
iin oftrn tourc ifit> K. Ii. iii dcpth as in uicllh, plus a (olonnndc and a portico of 27 K. it,, 
whJi-h Hgw* wilii Ihccsidence elss^h^re in tJie liiuwing amf tliat of tiie Albertina Anonyinous. 
Il fs ini|>o«sit>|r on th«' »tr«nf;((i of Ifjew Ivvo sources to dctnrminc thi> prcriae relalion of 
the projorting propylon to Ihc quadriporticus — uiictlior it meroly proiruded from tlic wealprn 
wafl or wiirtlipr it extrndrd more deeply intu ihe qnadriporficus to intcrrnpt tlie weatern por- 
lii o, a« did tlie Kateliou.sn at St- Peter *. In tlie lif(lil of tiic depondcnce of tlie rhurch proper 
on tlie eaamjile of St, Pcler», it ii temptinu to a&suine a «iniilar rchafioiiship bptvvecn the 
foreooiirls of tiic tH'o basilicas. Although such an iisanmption may bo supported by Colonna’* 
plan, the laltrr ia not condiisive evidence. Tliat two columna projocted from the Western 
Wall is illustrafed in the view» of LafrtVy (1575) and Laurus (1612). alfliough not in the 
nianner ali<ti\-n either in the Albertina plan or that of Giovanni Colonna. 

On balant e it can be said that S. Paolo bad arquired. early in its hiatory, a aquare quadri- 
portirus. Sixteenlh century and later views are uniforin in ahowinR its narthex to have bcen 
anaded. as were presumably the other ihrec liinbs. The colunins were full-sized, os shown 
bv Lafrery. f.anrus and Ver. elli and not medieval dwarf . oliiinn» set on a purapet. as sliown 
bv .Mawti. At one time tbe atrium was enteretl by a gatehousc at the center of tlie Western 
fatade. bul .letatis reniain iin.lenr. By the emi of ihc Middle Ages, however, Ihe gatehouse 
as well as the northern, Western amf Southern porticoes of the atrium had cojlapsed, leaving 
oniv « janmetrr Wall standing. At Ihat time, the hubitual enfrnnce was through a gate in 
thr northrni Wall. “ s ^ 


(i CHKONOLtXIY 


I. inr SHKINB 


A.D.. reasonably well attested to. provides a firm 

A.f to the tropa,oM on Ihe Ostian VVay is a sufliciently rredible terminus avie* A third 
jtr^anna. aafe is provide., by the apparent IrLsfer in 258 of ITehes 

Via Ai^a «“.s"a7r/ V apostolorum on the 

Hith bruk «luoins dmractelllesturdinTl^^^ consiruclion 

later than the reticulate structure On tlm "f i ^ presumabJy not murh, earlier or 

aJternativeui the reticulate tomt's^M " ' tous nmrelikely, 

•»- f-t third „/ tl secTi c^nt V for ^ rests on firmer ground; the very end of the ftrst or 
- - ^ TJhs would have received, a genera- 


•a ta> coMtsiirima O 


m«‘s Is.atlii 


tiun or BO Iifter Iuh .lentli, the rcinains of Saint Pani or, indce.l, may have bcon built over liis 
grave. The wcstward extciision of tiic early shrinc and its masonry fa.;ntle . annot bo datwl 
on archaeoiogii-al grounds. Thcy may .antedate the removal of the relic to the Via Appia in 
■258 A.n.; iin.l tliey inay even preende the stateinent of Giiius in aoo A.I). A dato in tiic l.^tcr 
second cenliiry, while improvcn, is plausible'. More or less conlemporary with the early 
slirine of Saint Peter in the muro rosso, the Iropaiou of Saint Paul in tliat Inter phase would 
have l«en monumentaliMd and its interior, while inaccessible, made visible tn Ihc f.iilhful, 
wlio would offer prayers and material gifts through the large griU. 


2. THK PRE-THEUimStAN CHURCH 

riiereinainsof an apse. first seen in 1823 by Vespigiiani (fig. 97) and more fully excavated 
by Belloni in 1H50, and the church which it musl liavc terminated, prosnded acceas to the 
shrinc from Ihe Via Ostiensis ratlier than the rfivcrhcMlnm". Tliis has heen linked os n rulc 
to the alleged fouivdation by Constantine of a Imstlira on the site». Oc.casionally a pre-Con- 
slantinian date has been proposed, but the argumenta supporting that thesis are weakAs 
pointed oul previously, liowever, the evidencc favouring the foundation of u basilica «Ic.Ucateil 
to Saint Paul by Constantine, the Liber Pontificalis passage beiiig tiic only source. is equally 
shaky: a variant reading as.signs the foundation to Constantine's sona, Constantine 11 and 
Constantius, and thus to the ycars 337 - 340*. The re-transfer of the Apostles from tlie 
Via Appia to the Vatican Hiil and the Via Ostiensis respectively, as recorded in 354, at a 
date unspecifjcd but obviously prior to the mid-fourth century. may bc recalled in this conlext*. 
It would be natural lo build a church for Ihe relies upon return to their original resting place. 
However, the only Arm evidcnce availablc for daCing the apse and the church, which it temiinaled, 
leads to the year 384 as a krniinus ante-, it is documented by the rcference in Ihc rescript 
of the three emperors of tlial year lo a basilica on the site of their church, and by ihe po- 
sition of tlie remnins of the apse recorded by Belloni below the level of their church. We 
considor a date Inte in Constantine's reign or shortly alter as plausible: the singlo authcntic 
duiiation recorded in the Liber Pontificalis, near Tarsus, could have been made only affer 324; 
and the variant reading of tlial passage places tlie donation even after Constantines ileath. 
Under the circumstances, we deem it best to refer to that hiiilding simply as pre-Tlieodosian. 


8. THE BASILICA OF THE THUEE RMFHROKS 

The construction of the large basilica as it esscntially survived until 1823 (and stili survives in 
reinains more extensive Ihan expccted) is well documented. Pounded in 384—or possibly in 
38I1 — by the three niling emperors, Theodosius 1, Valentinian II and .Arcadius’, it was appa- 
rently started without mucli delay. By 402 - 403, witnoss both Prudentius' poem* and the 
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CO«rt'S IIA»II.ICAII»'M 


rfpdifflJnrv inscription, ropird on Ihc triiimphaJ arrh botli the construetlon and at least part 
„f thr dccomtion had been compirled under the auspice» of Honoriu», emperor of (he West 
trom 395 on. the bonni in Prudentius' poom*. The inscription» of Pope Siricius and 

Ilie w> e/anssimuf Filippus on tlic eastornini>»t eolumn of the northern aislc arrade, dedirat- 
ine thaf coJumn (...COLVMXA PAVL...) - nothinR more - and dated November 17, 39"'. niay 
»ufl!est completion of the transept and bcginning of consiruction on the nave<. It wouid be, 
after ali. imperative to finish a» fasi as possiWe the apse and the transept, the latter sheltcr- 
ing the shrine. Building the nave and aislcs need not have taken many ycars either, given 
both the resources at the disposal of the imperiaJ patrons and the comparative simplicity 
of plan and constniction. By 4‘>^-403. the structure was completed and the eoffered ceilings 
and heaim in the transept. in the nave and presumably in the aislcs were in place and gilded». 
Parts of a mosaic dccoration, too. were completed; but it remains a moot point whether the 
floral mosaic Prudentius *aw on the curved arches, "fwm catntros hyalo varie cucurrit 

arcus sic praU veruis floribus rtuideul "*. refers to the nave arcades'; it had better be refer- 
red to the arch of the apse and the triumphal arch *, the latter presumably bcaring the ori- 
ginal dedicalorj- inacription of Honoriu», later copicd on the rcbuilt triumphal arch of Leo I*. 
If this was the case, only the tramsept and the cast end of the nave had becn fully decurated 
by the hrst years of the fifth century, and it remains open whether or not the decoration of 
the nave aisles was ever completed — or, for tliat matter, started. 


4. KEPAinS 

a) Leo I 

The most incisive repair which the ha.silica of the three emperors underwent prior to 1823 
took place under Pope Leo I. Whether caused by ligljtning. as tlie Liber Pontificalis, reports, 
or by an earthquake io 442-443'", the center part of the nave vvalJs collapscd and the trium- 
phaJ arch was weakened early in the pcmtificate of Leo I. The archaenlogical evidenee for both 
damage and repair have been dcscribcd" and I^'i dediratory inscription stresses the char¬ 
acter of his measure» a» primarily a rescue operation. the fabric was strengthened and the 
roof renewed'». Strucfural repairs were apparcntly quickly completed, "celeri leda reformat 
ope"'*. Ai*o, the mosaic on the rebuilt triumphal arch ivas at least begon and iis iiLscription 
composed while the donor, Galla Placidia, was stili alive and thus prior to 450. Possibly, tliough, 
just as after the catastrophe of 1823, the transept and triumphal arch were rcbuilt and decorated 
first; perlwps the shrine too, was then crowned with the inscription, plared vertically, 
of whkh the two plaques PAVLO and APO.STf^LO .M.ART. are preaerved; the niissing part 
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wouid have given the nome of the donor, PAVLO APOSTOLO MAKT. being a iledicatnry 
dative, in which case a third plaque wouid have rcad LEO EPISCOPVS, or an abbreviatlon 
thereof. Constructinn on the nave may well have continucd after 450. Stili, when Leo dieil 
in 461. Ilie basilica was apparenily fully restored. The decoration (or redccoration) of the 
nave, with frescoe» and stucco work, may have continucd until and even alter hi* death- 
It was perhaps only then that the elogium of the presbyter Felix and the dearun Adeodatus, 
both active in the restoration (as architects, artists, or supervisors?) was added - in a different 
hand on Lco’s dedicatory tabict '• The tenor of the referenep to their Work, ‘‘<f«CMs omni tictin 
ut rediret", raises even the suspiiion that they wcre concerned primarily with the decoration- 
But this is sheer coniecturc. 


b) Gregory I 

The Work of Pope Symmachus (498-514). including repair» to the apse and the. instolla- 
tion behind it of a baptistery, ran no longer be identihed. The first clearly identifiublc 
extensive strurlural remodelling inside the basilica, after Leo’s Work of repair, concerned the 
transept, the shrine, the altar and its ambient. In a major campaigii, the level of the transept 
was raised 90 cm. over that of the nave and aislcs, with five step» navigating tlie diffcrence 
in height. The shrine as a resuit was buricd. Only its top emerged lo cm. (rom the pavement 
of the transept and carried the two remaining inscription pla<iues PAVLO and APOSTOLO 
MART,. placed iiorizontally rather than vertically. It was apparenily also then that at 
least the big circular hole was drilled into the plaque, obviously to allow' (or the lowering ol 
brandea; the two sinaller square holes may bc later*. A crypt, its shape iinknown, was diig 
adjoining the rear of the bnried alirinc. Over the shrine roso Ihc Higli Altar on a platfonn 
which was rcctangular, apsed and raised a few steps above transept levcl; it served as a chancel, 
its apse reserved for the cathedra; the surrounding parapets carried inarblo columns, surmount- 
ed by wooden architraves. A passage in the biograpliy of Gregory 1 in tlve Liber Puntijkatis * 
report.s that hc arranged for the saying of Mass over the body of Saint Paul as well as Saint 
Peter; a letler of his furthermore telLs of his having luid excavations dono near the tomb of 
Saint Paul, with an eyc to certain improvement» •. Holh statements lead us lo attribute the 
structural changes described to Gregory the Great. The arrangeinent coincides after all, with 
his ovcrall policy of making accessible, but not too accessible, the bodies of the sainls, having 
Ma.s» celebrated right over their graves and assembling the ctergy around the altar. 


c) Later Repairs 

Structural changes, datable to the Middlc Ages, are few. except for the constantly needed 
replacement of roof bcams and other repairs to the roof*. (The eoffered ceilings, seen by Pru- 
dentiu.s, had long disappeured. Were they renew'ed by Leo 1? VVc do not know.) Tlie dccora- 
tion and the liturgical (umishings, on the other hand, were renovated and remodelled whenever 
fund» were availablc*. Of building artivities only a few stand out: the laying out of an anular 


Afiiive, g«, dig. iio-gfti. 

Cnit*», AialtOi. 

I.f’ 1, yo; nlio»*. 99, dlg. jge-t04. 

Aliov*, 99. (k. eU. 

AUftvr, iQo. dlH. 

Atow, 10« J., Uig*. 715-741, 77».7»5, 795.8i». 847-83S. 
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rr>Tl briow Ihr npif. WT do nol know ^vhrn, but poMibly in Ihe ninth «-entiiry wbrn Ihey 
ww i» high fMhion'; thc ewtion. at an iinknnwii dalp, perhnps in the elpveiUli centiiry, 
of a caiiipunilp i>w Ihf wfeMpm b»y of tlip outer north aislc*; oml thr construet ion, »>ctwc«n 
njfi and JMJ. a/lcr a firc coiised by JishtninR in irij, o( tlic arched diaptimpn Wall alon» 
thp inuvswrsp axis of thr transept dwiRned to coiry tlw beanw of the roof», known from 
Nicolai s dcacriplion, Alippi s plates and thr engraviiiRs sliowinR tJic ruin in and after 1823. 
Tlip Ktsiliia, ihrn, must havp beon in rcasonnbly Rood ropair in Ihc thirtoenth contury. when 
omphasis wis laid on deconilion. The apse mosoic date» froni tho first third of tho thirtoentli 
centurv*. «hr fresrow in the nave were repainted by Cavallini*; the baldacchino was built 
over the HirK Altar by Amolfo di Cambio"; in the early fourteenth century the fagade waa 
remodrlled with a terminating cawtlo and uinduw tracery, and decornted with u siimptuous 
mosaic'. fiv then, appiirently, funda had run short: the campanilc, which col]a]«ied in 1349, 
w-as hastily restored; but the portiroes of the atrium, which hnd likowise collapscd, were 
apporrntly not repaired; and by the early Afteenth century, the church was in u lamentablc 
condition *. 

Interesl WTis revived for a ahort time in the late ai.\teenth and early seventeenth renturiea. 
Under Sixtus V, the chanrei of Gregory, no longer in keepinR with contempurarv liturgy, was 
remoxfd and the crypts under the High Altar and in the apse were clused dow’n; a coffered 
ceiling Was built over the transept, hiding the open truss roof, unsecmiy and inconvenient 
os-er the altar, and reclangular Windows replaced the original round-arched Windows in the 
short end wall of the north transept, by tlien largely blockcd like the surmonnting oculi•. In 
the early decades of the seventeenth century, Work remained concentrated on the transept 
and apte chapels were built, flanking the apse; pairs of altars were set against the end walls; 
and a new High Altar was erecte<] in the apte against the rich background of a screen wall. Only 
in the eighteenth century did attention turn once more to tlie nave; but Work W’as liinited 
to minor changes in the fenestratiun of the aisles and to rcplacing the damaged froscoes of 
the clerestors' lone by a simple pilaster decoration. 
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Alearano. 1570-1582. 
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Pksarim, Sebedario (excerpts from carlirr bibliograpliy). Vat. lat. 13128. cc. 1B2 ff. 


II. ANCIE.M ILLOSVIIAIIONS 

a) Architectural SuRvnvs 

ea, 1470 .Simone nKi. Poi.laiuolo (It ChonacaI, Cantharus in atrium, pen and waali; UA 157* 
(UAKiotl, .Ifonumen/i, I, pl. XIV, fig. 30)'. 

late 1505 Bramakte (?), Plan of Old St. Peter'.s wilh " Rossellinu choir " and ncw proiccls, sanguine; 

early 1506 LA 20 (Geyml-llek, pls. 9, 10. ii;Metthr>iicii, PeStrthirthe, pl. ii; our lig. 149). 

1505— 151Z (?) Jacopo S.\.nsovino (?). Measured plan uf the nxaiisolea off south flank, pen and wash; LA 4336 

(Bartoli, op. dt., IV, pl. CCCLVII. fig. 626). 

1506 1515 Fra Giocondo (?), Coliimn shaft, described: "la de la colonna ma mirn) d[e] la testa 

scbanelatia mesana i(n] S. pietro ", measured, pen and ink; l.iA 125' (Bartoli, op. dt., 

I. pl. XLIII, fig. 71. no. 1). 

1306—1515 Era Gioco.nuo (?), 'llirec columns from nave and aislex, pen and ink, iniscribed: une and three, 

" la cbolona meiana in san pietro "; tWu, ‘‘ fa cholutia grossa in san pieiro de ia nave di me: ... 
fu 8 retia they mcasurc in hcight 26, 39.03 and 26.5 palmi respectivcly; UA 125' 
(Bartoli, op. eit., I, pl. XLIV. fig. 72. nw». I, 2, 3). 

1506— 1515 Fra (iiocoNDO (?), "l"\vo cornices, described; . cornjce j la mixurai . a san pietro . 

una . parte l altra . parte apresso . a quella . chassa de . quel Romano . cke liene quella 
nuda deili ckolgionf . de marmo cbossa beiiissima", pen and ink; UA 1539* (Bartoli. 
op. dt., I, p). XXXI. fig. 58, nos. 8, 9). 

1506 1515 Fra Giocondo (?), Panelled pilaster (end pier of onc of nave colonnades?), described: "questa 
chotonna . e queila di san pietro la qiiaile serve alia pariete de la nave grande... ", and in annther 
hand, "In ifl(nj pietro presso al tollo sanlo", pen and ink; UA 1543' (Bartoli, op. dt., I, 
pl. XI.I, fig. 68). 

1508^-1515 (?) B.astiaso da Sakgalio, Attic base ol nave column, dcscnbcd: " deile tase grande di slant> 
pieiro ", measured, pen and ink; Ufl. A 1746 (Bartoli, op. cit., IV. pl. CCCXLUI, fig. 58ti 
no. 4). 

ca. 1521 B. Peruzzi, Bruiize portal, measured Mirvey, described; ‘‘ Porta de hromo jnel porikale reckio 
di san pietro antiqua misurata... ", pen over sanguine; (Iff. .\ m* (Bartoli, op. dt., il, pl. 
CLXV, fig. 298). 

ca. 1521 B. Pekuzzi, Sursx-jrs of column shalts. Twenty-two from north colonnade starting from fa^ade 
(" volto sio from one Io twenty svith matcrials and measuremcnLs (revised by Antonio da 
Sangallo the Younger), pen and ink; UA 108' (Bartoli. op. cit., II. pl. CLXlll, fig. 295; our 
lig. 216). Twenty shafts from south colonnade, with raaterial» and mcasurements (revised as 










.1. frt liftrm markt;a bv Antonio d-i Saiigallo Ihc ^ nimyor, 1524-1527. JMn'nrf 
M,.rr: (,w . pl. CL.\I\ . /ifi. our f.R. 217). La.t or 

MWO 1« >• ro/afiinU Ji gtiimio M organo rfi .S«[n] 

^ ,r,k *n<l Wark chaJk; oih.m.. with hasr, 


cHpiUl «Id rntablotiirc. " fu/<.n,'naj 

(itui.. pJ ( LXV. ag 207: nur iis. ' 
artj .onc Irrra n.ea.sur^H .It 

tt-illi caWi* autifjg 
r.\ tjo- (.ttir bg, 215). 


.lumn "iin] san/o pitiro. ..coioHnt rfi snru.o pitiro 
ft-ing ofcoluinn ihaft, measurod mitlincof oolumn 
and Iiira%tirv.l coriirr o/ ttgurium. pcn and ink; 


» 71.irtr- four nthimn-. ftoni ai-des witli mca.<.urMnent5 and materials, pt-n and ink; 

1521 ^.^f^ni-ichi-^chc Natiunalbibliothok ffarmerlv Stadtbibli.ithek), Cod. Kitj.iS. i- ii’. 

powiblv a«« Jost Pfruwi d/awinR (CHKi>rEH.v, I. pl. 18. «“'■ f'8- 218). 

.., i)\ 1.5 S.4X&.UJ.11, Tcn colnmn shaft'. froin navf, <le«nbcd «n verao: ( hoionnt annthf 

151«—>3V( ) ^ ifrra ", pen and ink: l'A 1084 

(Hastoli **P- • P^- 574)- 

j.i(^,iS3l?)0iov. B.5Tr. rui S.avr^uo, ( ompoMtc tapilnl. dr<CTib«l. ■ QnfS/o ctapMIo si f i^ .an p^lro 
r sono t ptn ifgti rft roma Ji ^Hista snrtn Lo iisotlo Jti tkarlocui vifnf a me:i> Iu cbapitello a 
pnito" tneasuifd, pcn and ink. L'A 181x4’ (B.srioli. op. cit. IV pL CCCXXXIII, liR. 560); 
ti. Saxsonbo 0 ) or .k.vtnsto da S.wG.al.i.o the Yoi .voek (?), sainc capital plu< pri.fde of 
Attic Kiac&nd duift of flutcl ctiluinn, prn ami ink; l’A 32' (iftfrf, HI, pl- CCX, fig. 351): alsti, 
i5>.< 1316. A'.»N'V>»ot's. tomj>i>»itciiai’ccapital, I.iimlon, .SooncMu5cutn, Codex Concr.f. ijia 
(,5 shbv. " Sixtwiith-ocnttin' drawiiigs of Roman JJuildingN ", P.B.S.R. 2 igtxjj, 72!. 

I5ib >552 (?) Oiov Bait. da .Saxcalio and workshop. Siirveys of column sliaft-i, ali cleaii copic5 with 
matm.tU and mcaMimnent». Twcnty nave rolumns frotti noith colonnadr ("«/ voUo santo "). 
pen and ink; fA lopf (nnpiibli.slipd); cf. l'A 1083 and 1084, buth cupies iif loyg (lodj 
rcproduced. Jo.xckees, pl 13). Xine column shafls fnnn the north and South aisle.s, pen aml 
ink. l’A 1080 Jont.kees, pl. 151. Elcvcn shafts from north and south aisles, pen and ink: 
i.ipy of fA 2851 whirJt includes une mote colnmn, TA 10.81, (unpublUhcd). Klcven sliafls 
from north and south aislcs, pcn and ink: L'.A 1082 (unpublishcd). 

15^_ 152; B. Peki' 221. Sketehed plan with mea-siirement..., east part of Ito-silica and atriom and sketehes 
iif iiuaswork, pcn and ink over preparatory sanguine sketehes: Uvk ii' (Bakioli, op. nl., II 
pl. CLXI. hg. 2 * 13 ; Gsaf Uoiff MrrrF.RNirH, op. Ht., pl 89; our fig. 1941, Skelrhes of e.^sl 
part of nave and portico, with nieasoreinents, pen and ink over .sangoitie; TA 119' and’ 
(anpubhshedl. 

.Avtovio da S.i.vr.AU.D the 3'ofXf;ER or work.shop, >feasurcd elevation of muro rfiMWio 
and cToss-scction thruugh old nave, pcn and wa-sh (nur fig 196); Urk l2i (GlOVANNO.st, 
.Iniomto rf< SangaUo il Gioiwne, Kome. 1959, 143, fig- 87; ('hristerm, I, pl i). 

Fkancisco i>'Oil.sxda. Colivina Siitila, cantharus in atrium (Toreio, Os rf«enA.i.v.,.fr/inctsco 
i OtUssda, -Madhd, 1940. f. 26- aml 3*, t20 and 47 fl ). 

Dosio, Two cuiumn bases, dcscribcd: "A t alia /ahrioa di roin| piffro...i«(s«ra/a.../.o//ru ,tc- 
g'na;ni ft e pnt a «[ti' pirtro td t la tasa duna deilr colonne di tcrmlpfntm] potis cbe m fu 
pontia a /e.mlpo r*< em anhiletlo ti sa’n\gaUo... pen and ink; V.\ 2otl’ (Bartoi.i, 
op. esi.. \. pJ CC( (I.XXX, tig. 8,So. nos. i. 2|. 

»555 -ty>7 S. PERfxn, Cohimn hass- and top surfacc of Corinthiari capital "In Sa Pietro". ttieasured. pcn 
and ink; l A (d>r (B.sRtoi.i, op. tU. IV. pl. ( (.Cl.XXrX. fig. 662. no. 7). 
rHEM"«.M> Ai-berti, Column with capital and cntabhiture /rom nave and two bases Irum iiave 
and atilc; Roine, Gabinetto Xaz. dellc Stanipe, vnl 2502, f. 9'. (( HRlsTFR.v-TlltERSCM, II, 
pl i; our fig. 219). 

Aif.cravo, Flan. based <111 survev of r57i, engraving; t 

pls. I, 2). 


iiV« 


1560 


Ufe X\ 1 


»5»9—tSd^t 


r fig. 193; Valicati Library {.Ai.f 


61 \'uw.s 


ANoxvHOt-s, Shrine «f Samt Prter with vine scroll column,. Pola caskct, ivorv Vcnice 
Musco .Ariher,l,.gKo (BtroDE.vsitc, "Lf (Atffrct...dc Pola •. CaP /Irc*. 10 157 IT • 

our fig 22j!. ' 

Asosvhoi-s, Fa^ade dunng eariy ttiiddle ag.’s. miniature; WmtUor. Eton College. Ms. 124, 
d.odcx farfeaMsl. (. ,222 (ARiiFlli.M-CRcciilfLi.i, fViirsf. 8^; ^ur fig 199). 


169 


s. FIETRO 


ca. I4<>5 Foi.gvET, Interior of nave faring West, (iironalinn ..I < liAtli-magtir, inirijalure presumably 
dcrivrd frnm \iew done in Koitie Iti 1443-1447: Paris, Bibl. Nat Ms. It. 6465. f. 89’. t.ranrfes 
f'Arotf/yM« (liirRRiEii, MiJang/s G.B. dt Bassi, Mri lic htauf XII, |i8q2!, Siipplciiient. 

221 ff.; our lig. 200), 

<11. 1490 PiUHO Itt OistMo (attr to). St. Peter"» from the «nith, liackgronnil of toiulo shnwing Mailonna 
adoring CliiUl, iiil; 'r«ledo. Ohio. Museum, no. 371 (unpnhUslied; our fig. 2011. 

1490 1493 Anonymoiis. Far tlJslant view from Monte Mario of Civilas l.ennina, Valic.ui Palace aml 

St. Pctcr's, p.'n and ink; Fscorial, ms. 28-II-12 (Kr.t.BH and otiiors, forfex £.ui(rii>feM24t, 
SrmJmcAriften d/s OeiterreicAiscAeH .IrrAthi/ogucAett /nsSiliiis in irien, IV, Viemia, nyiy-ft, 

63. R. T*-») 

cfl. 1524 CiioLio Kcimano and Punni, Viow of interior, (rrsro; Vatican. Sida di Cnslaniin» (Hahi-i, 
Ciit/io Bomanu, New Hav.-n, 1938, pl. 60; nur fig. 221). 

1532—1536 Hcemskerck, New St. Pclci's under cutistmccion, from nortlieasl, stmwing old basilica, West 

end of nave coluiinade and ai.sle svall, pen and ink; Bcrlin, Kupfcrslichkabin.-tt, 79 Da, f. 13' 
(Hlil.sFX-F.cr.ER, Hermspertk, I, pl. 14: uut fig 205). 

1532-1536 Hr.r.MsKFRCK, Panoramir vuew ..f Old and New St, Petet's. from aonlh, jii-n ,and ink, Herlin, 
Kupfcrstichkabinctt. 79 I) aa, f. 51' <Hi LsEN-IiuciUit. op. nl. H, pl. 67; our (ig. 210). 

1332—1536 Anonvmods. New St. Peter's nuder construttioii, (rom south, showing end Wall aml coTtnr uf otil 

soiilli Initiscpl, pen and ink; Brrlin, KupliTstichkalnnell. 79 D aa, I. 34', (Ibid., pl. 72; 
our fig. 208). 

1532—1536 (?) Heemskf.hck </), New St. IVter"» under constniction, from «;ust, sliowiiig nave, roloiuiiules, 
and upper walls of old church, pcn wifli brown wash; Brrlin, KupfeiBtichkabinvtt, 79 I) aa, 
f. 52' (Hiil-SF.H-Er.r.FR, op. cil. pl. 69; our fig. 2021. 

2532 1536 Hkemskekck, Piazaa S. Piclro, atrium fuyade, gutehoiisc, and gable of Old St, IVtci'», Vatican 

Palace .ind T.oggia di Benedizionc, pen and ink: Vienna, Albertina (formerlv Hoibiblinthek), 
architcctural drawings (Eogfr. Vediihn. I. pl 17; our fig. 21.3)'. 

after 1538 AhokynoCs, New St. Petci"» under construi tion. from north, showing north transept of Old 
St Pi-tfr's, Colonna Santa, remains of north aisles and east part of nave, pcn aml ink; Brrlin, 
Kiipfcrstichkabtnett, 79 D 2, I. 15' (HiiiaiEN-KmiER, op. cil.. f. pl. tb; our fg;. 206). 

t.53^ 15 .)(* Heemskkhck (?|, Interior of old and ncw transepts from north. pen and wash; Stockholm, Nal'1. 

Muscum, Coli. .Anckarsvard 637 (Kii.auiheimek. ,lrt IfuJI. 31 [1949I. 20 R ; our fig. 204I. 

15.'54—I.S55 ANONYxiaus, New St [Vter's under constructum, from north. sbowing Bramaiitc’s cnclosiire, 

old apse and west wnll lrans<‘pt, pen and wash; U>Tlin, Kiipferstichkabiiiett, 79 I) a.a, f. fjo' 
(HtiLseN-EuoER, up. til., II, pl. 82; AtKJiloiAH. Tbt Arthiletiurt of A/)VArhiM(>efo, London, 
1961. I. pl. 53a; M. p. 93). 

ca. 1560 Naluini (?>, Cros-sing of New St. Peter'», showing shrine endosure and Iragnient of old West 
transept wall, described: "tiuesio e nttaito ds sio pieiro dalU porta dfUts cbieso vtcc/iia acan o 
alPorgano versu la lesia dtUu croct di bramaHte ". pcn and wash; Hamhiirg, Kunsthalle 21311 
(Egoek, I, pl. 32; our fig. 203). 

ra. 1560 Dosio, Otielisk and S. .\mlrra from cast, pincil, pen ami w:wh; HA 2536 (original) iiiid 2535 
(copy) {Bartoli, op. cit., V, pl. CCCrXLV, fig», ftib. 8171 Anotiier vicw» i» f,\ 4445 
tylbid , pl. cert XLVf, fig. 818). 

before 1364 Dosio. New St. Peter"» under constniction, interior from south showing oUl apea- and West Wall 
of tran.scpt, pen and wash; HA 91 (Kogkr, Veduten, t, pl, 31; our fig, 2o<)| 

1564 A.no.nysious, New St. Peter"» under coiulruction, from smitheast, showing jiart of nave nl ohl 

or after basilica, pcn and ink; Frankfurt. Stiidel. Kiinstiiistitut, S14 (Kta.ER, Vtdultn, I, pl. 45). 

1574—*57.‘)* Do&io, Atriiiin and layade of Old St Peter's. pen with brown wash; CA 2555 (lost; UAUroLl, 

op, cit., V, pl. C('('< Xl.VI. fig. 819); u.scd for his engraving 1575, piihliched 1>H (!,\vai.ikri, 
Lriis Uotnae aedificiorum itiusirium reli</uiaf (EbOEX. VeduUn. Text I, 2h: o«r fig. 2ll|. 


' SimiUr vjcws: Er.r.r», Vidulen I, |il. 18, perhapi » copy, Collnlmii liuSr o( [irvoiuhirr. ( Iwlioculh. Hl i •» s-FV-.»». 
UnnuSfrtk. II, pl. 70, Copy aitei llecmskerik (?|. vir» ol Pu/jui S. i'ir1it) anU aoiuin byidc, pvo and »«h, Bcrlin, KupicrrtRkknbiartt 
70 rJin. t sy; Euotii. 1 'fdiUfH ). 44. w, Ihitch »rtl«l, 1344-1343, f'ia«a and (ayade (1001 «outiiriul, VatKAn 1 lUary (at pr«ent 
nol UAcmbli'): ^^ria„ pl. 41, Anoiiyii»», Airium fatade. tlreulva, Knpicrsncbkjt.incit. 

• Thi! uriffln plaqiir», removed in 1374. aie already gooc. provnlmg liic IrrMtmo ptU, 



















M. I60S(') 


t<Kis(?) 


I. 1605 (?| 


Ta».ki.li*. Mitro iit'isorio. elevatjon from r{i*», pen and watcrcolor; \'a»iran Library, Album 
Artbivin San IVtro, f 17 (Chhisiern, I. fig. 4n|; topies by GrittiaJdi, Vaticuii l.ibrary, 
Barb. lat. *73J, tf. Ii5’-ri6 ' (Grimaldi, Dtictiiioiu. fig» sfi, i+S, p. i5i(. 

J asselu, Xortb wall nt navt. pcn and watrrrolor; Valicaa Library. Album Aicliiviu San l*i<‘trti. 
f tj ((‘HRiiiTER.v. f. fig. 4b); cupicd by Grimaldi, Vatiran I.ibrary. Uarb. lat. ayjj, 
tt. roS^-ioo' (Gkimaidi. Dacriiione. %. ii, pi>. i+2 i. 143). 

■A».»Ki.t I, Navp. stctionod virw np Io miiru <ihis<nrio. pcn and watcrcolor; Valican Library, Album 
Archivio San rietro, /. 12 (Cuhjstkiin, I, fig. 5b; our fig icjN); cupicd by Grimaldi. Vafican 
I.ihnirv, Barb. lat. 27.0. ff. I<i4* l03'. tcpiuduced Grimaldi, tietcminne, fig. 5:. pp. Ijfi f., 
IJ9; lyth-ccntmy fresco in thc ncw Grotto of St. Poti'r's; copy u( tlic grotto frcsco, 
Cod. Vaf. 4410. l. 24. 

ca. i<io5(?) Ta^selli, Atriuni and fa^adc nf Old St. IVtcr'.», pcn and watcrcolor; V'alicun Library, Album 
Archivio San Pirtrn, f. 10 {('hrjstrrn, 1, pl. 511; mir fig, aiaj; copicd by Gnmaldi, Vaticaii 
Ubraiy, Barf>. lat. 2733, ff. I33''-I.M' fGHlMAl.ni, iip. ril., fig. 63. p. f.; our fig. 214); 
lyth-ccnlury /«SCO in thc ncw Giollo of Sf. lVfcr'»;copy of Ihe grotto Ircsco, C<xi. 
Vat. 4410, f. 2S. 

1620* Grisluoi, Elcvation of interior face of ea»l fayadc, pcn and watcrcobir, Vatican Lilnnry, Uarb. 

lat. 2733. ff ij(r'-i2i' (Grimaldi, op. o/., fig 59. p. 15O f,), 

1620 Grimaidi, Elcvation of thc south wall of nave to thc muro «fn-iWio. pcn and watcrcolor; Vatican 
Library, Barb. lat. 2733. ff. Il3*-ii4' (Grimaldi, op. cU.. fig. 55. |i. 14S f.j. 
ifiao Grimaldi, Oratory of John VH, jven and waterodor; Vatican Library, Barb. lat. 2733, ff. 

(Grimaldi, op. ai., fig. 42, pp. 126-7); cf. Oratory of Jolin VII. Album Archivio San Pietro, 
f. 31 (Waetzoldt, Kopien, fig. 477) 

1620 Grim-vidi, .S. Maria in Turri, favadr. pcn and watcrcolor; Vatiran Library, Barb lat. 2733, 
ff. t3*'-t53' (Grimaldi. op. tU.. fig. 7S, pp 188-9); rf S .Maria in Turri, Archivio San Pictro, 

H 2. f. 62' (^VAET2l>LDr. Kopitn. fig. 463). 

\Vc .nnif a ntimber «f vicwv, interior ;uid exterior, wbich cither idealize Ihe building or cNe are more 
.irlcs,rehabIcversio,»of reprcscntalions on our lUl, .s.irh as: 1504.07, Pi.vti-ricchio, Intenor. Siena, Doomo 
Litecru PKcoIrnnmi (Carli, // P,n»Hricchio, Milan, iqfio. pl, 135); ,54,,, v.asari, V.cw from south, Rnme,' 
Palaiau dclla Cancellena, Sala dei cento giomi (Rc.OtK. Vcrf«/c«, /. 3,1; 1573, Vasari. Gatehouse facarle 
\atican. sala Regia (\erti.ri. iMiana. I.X. M.lano, 1933, pt. 6. fig 217). and sketeh, I,«uvrc, 

p! rTJ “'x' f-Vade. Vatican Library frcsco (VoN 

PA3T0R. s.ifo I. Rnme. 1922, pl. XI): 1586, An-on-v,moi's, New St. Peter’, under construction, sacristv Va¬ 
fican Lilirary frcsco (lirrf,, pl. XI I;. 


e. DAIES 

64 saint Peter suffers martvr.bun and Ls buricd on thc Vatican hili, vm AuroU^. in Umplnm -ipoi- 

«'-«littS and icgendary 

to^graphical claboratioiL, of thc /.licr Ponlifnnin. rompilcd in its earlv paris about the 
Mxth century (/.P, I. i,«). FoUowing late tnidition , number of his early succewors were 
i^ned near Inrn, " .. .uxta o,rp„s i^ali Potri in Fo/icano (/./>. I, u, f., f , 

e»! ™ „,c V>,ic„ .„J ,h, IMIan Z.d 

/fiMocy, IJ, XXV. 7. ed. laieb Classjcal I.ibrar>-, I, 182). 


‘ Tbe int and Mi 



In tbe All.um. 

ilcAwingL 11.S 


» s'-inf ana f 3^. ,,, lav^u,, a„,i ihere »i.rmi 

BccompaDyina; onte* nrc CnmAliti‘s .vjiograph 44 ttiatcsl f. gr 


317 318 Cnin, f.mnd inside wcophagus in niausolcum of Trebrilena 1 'TariUn (ExpU,rononi, 14H. mauM. 

teiim T) bclow umtli traiisrpl. pruve» iniacinrss nl ci-mclerv at thut time (GuARliLTri. 

Remfte /W. AetaJ 39 lofifi-t.;!, 135« ; Bri or. Tke Pnm»n /wpcrMj f oiiwif». VII, Ia>tidon. 
tqbfi, 249. no. 149 ( ). 

319 .\n inwription of late (?) Iinirtvenlli renturv date, marking in the uld biisdira Ibe alli-ged »tl* 

of Ihedivi«irin by Pupe Sylvcstit •>( llie bunes <,( S.iint« IVti-r and Paul, dates Ihal legendary 
event 319 at thc time thi» church was (uuiMled — " cccxix. CjH ffA flV I MfA •' (KiRwii- 
MAI M, Crattr. pl. j(> b|, Wlidr Ihe story tif tbe diviviiin aml it» twclllli rentury urigin luive 
been fiilly divcuMcd (Kirm hbai m, '■ Die Urli(]ui< n d< r Aposlrlfiirstcn iind ihrc Tribing '. 
Xtnia Piana [ifiu/ilanea fitilotnu PuMificuu. luI Kuinr, il<ml, 51 II , and Urm, Gr.iAer, 

213 tl. and 248 f., notes), mi light has been nlird in far on Ibe date 319 awlgncd by Ihe In- 
scriptioii Io Ihe construcliun of Sf. Peter'» nr on it» Mnirce. 

319 — 322 An insrriplion. now in tlw ex-l.atenm Museum and imuibty of lourtli cvntury date, i* gcitrrally 
mtrrprrted as rcfcrrlng lo an iiitrrruptiun of twrnty-eight ycar* in tbe imnual «lurifire» 
nflerrd tn the Great .Motber in Ihe Itirygianum sanetiiary (Makmlihi, •• Di alriini inouti- 
nirnti ..dai .Musci Poulifu.i ", fJits Poni .iccaJ. ser. i, XV 1 1921]. 271 ff ), (iresumablv lucuird 
near the south end <if Mailemo'» fayade of New St. Peter'» aivl thus suuth iil tbe alnum ul 
thc old church. Ciincinnitantly a gap occiirs betwecn 319 and 35« lii a srrie» oI dedicatory 
inscriptions (f./.f. VI. 1. 497-504. 50H. 512; VI, AJJiliimtnfa. 30780) referring lo the»c 
sacriAces and fiiund. tliough nui in gHu. musllv in tbe i-xcavatiun for Mivb-run'» lai,ade 
(Grimaldi, Vat lat 643H, fols. 4.V fl., and Dfurnion*, .^»3II.. ic 27(1 fl ). olhi is in ib- Iturgu 
and as far as Castel S Angebt (iW., 500 f, r. 488’; also iVuf. Vr. 1922, Hi II. and Etp6>riitui- 
ni. I. 15). Hence a date v|iiiS 0 v befiwe 350 is suggested as eiiding Ibis iiiternipliun Ihe bfcak 
in Service» ha» bern Unkcd lo the dtsliirbanrc eauted by Ihe ciHisIniclion ul t)ld St. IVter » 
nearby. and a beginning date brlwrcn 319 and 322 fur Work un thc rburcli has bern |nu{H>sed 
(Josi, RrnJic Pont. AunJ. 25-2/1 19417-51), 4; GiiAKinuci, frisfo r Sua Pitirn, 65(1 ). 

319--324 Constantine, in Itie puntilicate of Sylvcsti-r I, 314-336. biiild» a basilica fur Salui Peter, ■'...leitl 
hatiliciitn btalo Ptiro... ", su|>powslly enckmiiig Iu» lumb with brunie plaipies (’|, " iMliit 
locutum, jx atrt eypro conclutit... above Iw »et.s iip jairphvry pilasler* and vine vrull 
eoliimns brnught from tiTeire .exornavit supra intumuit purphyrrUcit tt aiia* cnhimnat 
ritinrat quas Je (iretiat perjuxit.. ", caiiv-s Ihe apse vaiilt to bi- covcriNl with goM futi, •' ca¬ 
meram basilicae ex Irimma airei...", arui provide» fur Ibe tliurcli a pnciuiis glliled sdver altar, 
u number nf altar vrsseU, Ihmjgb fi-wifcompaivd with Ilie lalerati, aiidlighltng fixturrsufgukl 
and silvrr for tlw nave, but none in fruiit ul the altar, and fur tlu! nurth aisfe (utdv Ilus') 
". coronam auream ante corput...ium def/inos t. qui peris, lib. XX.W' lara argentea in 
gremio baiilicae .\XXll . aj dexteram haxiiicae (ara argentea XX,\. atlarrm ex ari-eitfii 
auroflusum cum gemmis...numero CCC, pent. lib. CCCl. . " (I.P. I, 176f.) 

Aulumn 324 Constantine cndows S. Peter'» with rieh Uiid liuldings, all in the l'.astrrii pruvinie». " ,,Vf 
or after dtocrum Dcienfij... ", benee not iii hi» gilt belure the defeat ul l.iemiii», September iV<u, 

324 {l.P, I, 177 f(.). 

3ll«r a) Insiriplion, mutilated, on arch uf apw •' in arcu absidae super altare . Ultrae quae non cerfi»» 

aulumn 324 habitae maiore ex parU corruerunt... ", read alunil 1450 by Malfeu Vrgiu and presuriubly refer- 
ing to vvar with Licinius, 324; ' roNstA.>«Ti.si...KXi’i.vrA.. nusiii 1 ixtiRsiu.sa... ' (Vf.oio, 
A.-l.SS. Junii, VII. 1)2; copiisl Grimaidi, Oetcniione, 20j,c 164'; Dr. Rcnssl, tnunplujnei. II, 
I. 3431 Kossi-Silvaomi, Intcripiionas, I, 4095). 
b) Inscriptinn, until >5116, thuugli barriy legibfe, on triiiniplial arch, " In arcu .Sei Prtri " (Un 
Rdssi, op. cit, II. I, 2U; l>E KossI-SiLVAbNI, op. cii., 4(a;2: " in arcu matori et Inumphali 
Quorum characteres longe vetuiti...Cr>nslanlini tempus...arguere indentur (Vtoui, loe. cit.). 
arriiiiipaiiied by n-presentation in mosaic ol Constantine, presenting mudei uf church to 
Chnst and Saint Peter; " in eccluia saruti Petri in frontispilio maioris arcus...Contlanttnus 
in musivo depictus literis aurrti ostendens Salvatori et Uealo Petro tcejestam ipsam, sancti 
Petri...", visible until demolition ol arch fur constructiuii of New St. Peter'» (J.ACO»Aftl, 
De CorteiUo 'lraciatus, Rume, 1538, 783, as quoted by Frothisomam, " L'nc muaaique i.mctan- 












TI- Hi-Ancs «I-Misxrr in t«ii'»ii'm.\ns hanc o«.v»rAVTlNiPf( vicnm iihi conjiirit 

AMAM ■ (MV ab» ru't'. I75i; LirnMANN, P^lria hhJ /•«»/«*, iKy (. ■ Jonorrii*, 

.W 1 1 Thr datf n/ fhr %iirAl n>m|«»itli(Mi r^maiiit <)iii'Piti»nal>lt‘ 

<) Imcripiiim. mihiii »hf ap»'. “/a aMJa Sci Pftri". tran«mitlrtl by Ihc Sylloffc liinsIHIrnicis 
and fnNjnriitIs- nipioil. may biit nwil nol b» ciinlfiiijioriir>'; " u<ari';iAt: akdi» pliiist DaMm 
AI'IA « TOBIS HA«r rn CKBNIN flRrAN U1'AM POSalllliT (iMMtt QUAE PAIIIIS ET EU I 

viKn-riNrx iNfrVTA rw»ri)ET ai cniBKMui'* si'i'u iiKkitoiijs i.ai ijjh«'h aisocat ' (I)u Womni, 
o/.. II, i, JI. 55, 15*; De R»s^i-Sii.vao,vi, eii.. 411.14, Diiiii,, l{.n\ 1754; LiJrr*- 
MANN, Aur. til.. .riiNi.Ke*N, JI), /VxaiijHt ihr intffrprflalnin, fiirmeily «.•mTally aoti-pipd, »f 
Ihr pti/r and fiJiut bcim» <'»n»lanlinp and Conatantiiis II hiuI thf crinsiNjiii-nf datin* 11/ tJi.: 
buildin«‘> ouiipirlion afl.r jj/, Ri v.AarHAEBT, Pont. Accad. 4», (iijby-W!, 171 U.. 

ban profKwd - conx-inringly «o ua - a rrfrrencc t» Ib.' prrsons ..f tbc Trinily. 

Hhilr a htr dati- i* *till poMiblp. llicr» ia ii<> nrrd i» rlal» tlic inscriptum uIiit 537, 
diar Sa* CoivKanlinr phcr* a htNivv «ojd cm», iiiM-ribiNl by himsclf and hii iimllirr H. lona (d, lal« «o- 
Id Mora Bm-t N. Tht Im/vrtttJ Coimigi.yil, l.ond.in, j.jWi, 72 /.) as dnnnrs »f th.i iWrclii 

ad 839 At awm puriatmn Ub. ( L m metuntat io<u.i ubi «'r)p/itH(,..coKsrAKriNU!i At'Gl’aTt’s 

rrntiESA AicrsrrA luv. lioiirw rk..,uem mmii.i fulgurk «xikniiscans ahia cikchmimt 
nUtHrit mittUih " {LP. I, 176; I)E R(>ssi-Sii.v,w,.vi, op. cii.. 4o<)ll 
333 An ImpcriaI r«cript, Manh 2«, 34^1. addrcAscd to Linn-niu», 'pracMu. p,aHu,iu (and coi».,I 
thal >T.r), dtN-rc-, punishinrn, I»r re.«..vi,v? fr.m, moniinie,,., any columm, marblc or othcr 
Mtcnab in rjuct p.stdat.nfi jjj {Coi. Tkroi. l.\, 17.,; 7 W...i,nh, Uhr, X\'l. o.l, 
Mo»w« n, I, a. Bt-rlin ,gu4, t,,i. r,.^pt ^ cxt.-ndiny 

/ron, .4^ to j«6 and aJl cmcrnod w.rh pcnulri.s for ll.. cnrnos of rcm.,v,aK f-r privato n»c 
matmais fr«„ gravi-s and mausolca or .d b.,rial ivi,hi„ thc city lindtN. The iinpli.-,! exemption 
f'-' »uch Mu ,,rior to 3JJ has been linkcd to thc dcmolition of 
n«a^.loa mhertn. in thc constmcfion of St, Petor'* (Seato.v. Cub A,cM. a, 1947 ,5, ff) 
««m^c^ly onr opinion. Etvn if relatc.I, thougb, the date 333 vvo.d.l IoSll> refor' 

7 “' '«st^dine and of his son,. Constant,n, and Constantine II came l„ 
ar iemoiilumr cumpiur» uumm, .leaei rnjj tum f'aitsfoa/.a, r^u.t .uiii 

./ri. witfon the miily or at 2 

hdnd, . number of bricicstamps, f.n.nd when the -ipse ivJl 
Consuntme , name. „ere definitely 2 . T" 

.la uructura Panctum ouumsi ’ • dnmlitetiUiT. 

^7 .--..t;.™ "r:r::r^r m~... 

•«ut a date pritjr tn 337. ‘ ^ S’*''' “ “ aute at 

fhu»usu»ifu.tafl.!i^brpttttcrv^”nlj^ completi-d (/,/> I, aoH). 

ooer ' Ud tonut ' (Oe Rossi, op tU i ' 4 lV ‘"‘■'•''ANIS oPtflua.., 
tpitrammta Itamusiana. 93 f.) »uD,mrtrH VAi.Nl, op. cil., 409!,; Fekrua, 

«tI^«Rr.dfe Vaticane, men.ionin^ '>«'nasn,'rd X‘jng 
- Am^tasia and her hnsl.nd rOe «..si-SavAG., opZi,., 


*•■ '•». U 7 . O. 4 ». 


loGxwx, nucAf/im . J,, 
" «nod riMNch lo •ux^nii 


VI ftmpr, lIomatM, 

'»'» •* UB-Jjf. 
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op.cit.. 4onX: Ki..aBUA.ep. e./,, go II.; Din.iL.//./'v; 174^). in tbu bf.tmb 
^ »t aebml to the «ank ol the eh.nrh •• uJbuc iaicre bu„„coc a/fir,,. '■ C'.» a 7 

«o; also IVIros Sabim», De Rossi,..* ri/ aiD * , , ' 1'"A ‘d-. 

396 I «inmacb.0. gives n b«ge fnneral b..m,uet ,n m..morv ol hi» wib- Paul..; The crowds ente, ibe 
c^urcl, " .ompMmm Meum per .Ilum .cnrrobilcm regium cenUa frouU r,d«/«, " 
doi » the fbiorgleain in B blinsh-gieen lavade?' - and fill the nave with ita.»«» , 1. 

.he ilaubled aisles ..„ either side, the ve.bbnle and a, rilm whir a 
bronEe h„ldacch,no. thc space frontiip; the dnnr» of the atrium - that i» the " 

.md the «p,are. the campus, befow thc step,. to partake of the meol, •• .. iinincu per Lu 
bitu,: lulrn bu„ ,cum rf pro iunui, atr.i ct pro gradibus cump,...''■ ’ 

corda {ucli^cal: vel ,uh eadem mole tectorum geminis ulr.mqiu porlicibH, latera HiundU- 
puue praetenlo „,lens atrio (thu» M.onu: C .S.K.L. ha», ■■ niurn alnu.u l /usa et 

“ei;:ir” £r;r»;r' “1“ t “'“••• -i"».“■■ 

w.’rl!f‘S «5« by the gravo ol Maria (.1, 

,V r. T (A'-VA«ano, 136 f,; CANCUti,EHi. De secretariis vrLs fUsilieaa 

l uluanae. R.nne, 1786. ./,5 ff.; De Rossi. H.A.C. I 1893]. 53 idem ser t MI ,H,8l 

Sr irVTtRr.t' 

e. ann ii . ‘ . ^ "* Thermanli». 415. and Hon.mus ais 

"■*;"“ 'izT‘'!7 '«'■ ' 1 * 

A.VI» X ' ^'’*^** ‘"*'**^ ' ''' varivilided mnsaic, " OwMitofof vitreas 

PtclHra superne tinguit undas; musc. rducenl et virescit aurum ", vv. p, f ■ and to the coi 

above the shnne, rather than the bapti.ttry, i» ,h.nvn cmvindngly by KPnI.u 
B c,iu.rkungen /um Lob aui iiankt Peler und Pani v,m l•n,de„ti„» (Peristrph XM)"' 

417 432 (• !!, <‘W). .DI n., e.p. i,H H 

432 Cantharus atr.um inscribed by Pope» Ronifoce I an.I Celes,ine 1; in.crlp;i,m once i„ the atnnm 

440 46, 1 I f*'- «■ «4«; Dn RoMi-SiLVAtiM, op at. 410«! 

440 461 L.m ' - «M-hes St Peter'» (and its apso vault?). "...renmmmt basilicam beati Petr, {et came- 
d«il... the la.st iwo wortU p.««ibly interpol.ted {LP. I, 239 and 240, note 6). The mosaic 

468 483 As tnscription. once ■■ paradiso ", refers to constrnct.on by S, mpl.au, 1 ..f (laleral -and ea,tem>| 

4 4. ihiiL, ILCV. 1755). Confirmiiig inscriptions were re.nl: .me •• f rrdifc victuras " 
_ "" the Western portico •■ in fronte super portuo...sancti pe!» "; .inother - Qui regni 'c'la- 


■ Smc hrly 


. Aildillunal onie, tjo. 

















COSrC^i BASItlCAUfU CHB ISriA X A»l'>l 


•■ on ihc «chitr»^v 0/ «he main door. "...fHp.r -> «tW’' (1 )e Rossi 

79 f.. and i.m: Oe Ko^^i-Su vacn.. «/. 4>03). H- al>.o pr<>v.d« for bap..»n.ul 

frrviw? nf St ^ 'providrs a dfcoration ot inarble (rcvctmrnt?) 

>«.din« from tl.o lateral prTticor* eo thr aiAl«. drcoratc. th. ^1!!“ 

rri«irs>) and bii.W. a pc«rh™>o (or juat shrlters for the- poor?); Hasil,c»m...ma,»,mbus 

rrpur. ; _ _ omait/ el ex mutiva agnos ei 

1 omitrm . .jfriirfo* ante forts bati- 


.. pauperibus habi- 


57»-5M) 
58» 590 


680-«04 
«2«-<38 


cruces et palmas otnavii. Jpsum iwo atrtue 

licar . ampharit ei alios grados sub tigna Jextra leuoafue construxU 
tacula coe^uxit - {l-P. I. ^6^)- «*«'•* 

ception rnuras?) and in the pia*« hclow the Atcp* a^rending to th« atrium, hc «t» «p a foun- 
tJn and a comUm sMicm. “...episcopia in eodem leuca dextra ieru^ue fecit. Item sub grados 
,n alno alinm canibarum foris in campo posuit et usum necessitatis humanae fectt" (ibid.]. 
Hr ab» consccratcs three ofatorirs - the H.dy Cross, “oratorium sanctae crucis... “■. St. John 
xhe Baplist aml St. J.din the ETOngeliit. " oratoria II sancti Johannis Hiangelssti et sanet, 
Johannis Haptislae... “ {I.P. I. xbi (.>; nll '■ ...ad fouSem in basilica... - and places a caiu.py 
of four ndumns nx^r the font (ALKAJeANO, 49. 51 M- Wniethcr or not thi.s f.iiit, marked by 
Alfatano in ihc norlh exedra, was Ihc onc iiwtaUed by Uamasus tetnains an oprn questiun. 
Ia the p iB-" the steps of the atrium, hc set» uj) a fountain. “...sub grados in atrio... 

foris in campo... “ (LP. I, a6a|, confirmed in imt by an inscription. “ingrederis quisciuis...", 
fonnerlv “in desiero atrio" (De Rossi, op. cit., i. 53; De Rossi-SllVACNI, ap. cit., 4105; 
Dixul. ILCV, 17561. Finally, the mausoleiim rotunda, ofl the south flank of the churcli, 
wa» consccrated Io Saint .•\ndiew, made acccssiblc by aseending steps and pruvided with 
a cantharus. " ..gradus auendentibus ad sanctum AnJream fecit et cantharum ^oswif... " 
{LP, I. 262). 

|ohn 1 continues decoratiun of atrium: an inscriptiun " ywuwMis clara fides...", wa-t read 
• Hi sinistro alno" (De Rossi. op. cit., 1. 53 and 144; De Rossi-SaVAGKl, op. eU., 4116; 
UiEML. ILCV, 1757)- 

Pope Pelagius, presumably Pelagio-» I. does work " in altare ", eilher the High Altar or the 
transept; see lost iaseription •'eat arcana... " (De Rossi, op.eii, l, 144; De Kosse-SlLVACSi, 
ap. cit. 4,17) 

Pelagius fl in.stalli ambo; scc inscription " scandite cantantes... ", formcriy ■' »'*» «w«6w«e" 
(De Rossi, op. cit. 1 . 31. 55; De Rossi-Sii vacxi, op. cit., 411»!. 

The cfaurch is dcscribed as baving niiiety-six coluinns in the nave plus four in the transept, "... in 
altaru, below the High Altar, the toinb of the Saint is visiblc through a fenestella in the 
altar front. “..jfnatuor ordines columnarum t<alde odmirabiliHtn numero nonaginla sex habens. 
Habet etiam qualuirr in altari quae sunt simul centtim praeter illas quae ciborium sepulcri susten- 
laut. Hoc enim sepulcrum sub altari collocatum...qui orare desiderat reseratis cancellis qui' 
bus locus ... ambitur...fenestella parvula patefacta immesso introrsum capite quae necessitas 
promit efflagitat...si beata auferre desiderat pignora—palliolnm moineniami pensatum facit 
intrinsecus... “ (Gregohy of Toims, I)t gloria martyrum, I, c. 2H; .Micne, PL, 71. coi. 72S f.). 
A pussiMv contemporary note (Sylloge Palat. 591; De Ko.ssi, Inscriptiones, II, 1, 57J gives 
the nieasurcmcnts as 390 feet long, 226 feet wide. 

Oregory I changes the altar anangement, "... fecit ut super corpus beati Petri missae celebrarentur, 
[LP, I. 313J and donates a silver canupy over the altar (ihirf.). 

fnder Honorius 1 sixteen roof beaiiis are rcplaccd. the roof is covered with broiuc tiles, removed 
frrim the Templum Kianae, i.e. the temple of \'cnus and Roma, and the main door is covered 
with silver. " ...investivit regias in ingressu ecclesiae maiores, qui appellatur mediana, ex argento 
...levatae sunt trabes...numero XV!...cooperuit ecclesiam...ex legulis aereis quas levavit de 
tempto...Romae tx eoncetsu...Herodii imperatoris " {LP. I, 323). (.'ontirming inscriptions, 
giving Hononu.»»' name. wcre read on Ihe inain door as wcU as un the soiith and north doors. 
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" IN ostia maioris... ". " iic porta...dextera " and ' in sintilru the latler suggeiting mosolc 
decoration and a gilded ceiling inside the churcli, '■ ...aditus interior i,'aiiiruiN estaal npus < 
depicta mtent cumulis ipsa suis < aureis melalhs gemmarum rtaudilur ordo 1 superba teget b/atlea 
palla /anum..." (De Rtvssi. op. cit., 1. 53. 78, 1.44 1.; Dfc Roasi-SttVACNi, op. cit., 4111}, 41201. 

«40 865 Prom 640 through Ihc middie of the ninth centiirv, papul aclivity at St. Peter'g conerrns primarily 
gift» of altar vessels and lighiing hxtures of precious mrtal, textile» and other hirnUhing» 
Constniclinn Work by and large is limited to repairs: to the steps ascending to the atrium 
and 1(1 tlie cluirr.h {I.P. II, 38); the paving inside the church {LP, I. 505) and, in parli- 
cuUr, in the apse {I.P, II, 8); restoration of the mosaic.», both on the fa^ade {LP, |, 3*9, 

374; II, 80) and in the apse (/./', 1, 308I: replacement» ol riiol bcoms in aitles {LP, I. 

503), nave and transept {LP, I. 505; II, 146; also ,Wti//, Epp. III, 592. «og); other 
repair» to tlie ronf» ol rhurrh and atrium {LP, II, i, 80, 127I; repairs of window grating» 
and glazing (LP, II, il]; and installation of oratories and altar» in nave, aislr» and atniim, 

Ol greater import in our context arc tho foUowing: 

676 -678 Pope Uonus paves the atrium, " ...atrium...superiore qui est ante ecclesiam in fuadripirlicum, 
magnis marmoribus stravit..." {LP, I, 348). 

687 701 Sergius I, repairs an outer lean-to and cellt along the Aanks ol the church, long in dtarepair, and 
the window panes — glass. mica or alabaster? — in apse and fagade, " . .irgNMm el 
cubicuJa circumque...basilicae...per longa tempara disrupta...specula super sedrm vei regias 
argenteas maiores. . " (LP, I, 374). 

705—707 John VII builds an oratory, dedicated tn the Virgin and richly dccoratiil, agaiiisl the lagadewall 
of the northernmost aisie, “Oratorium sanctae Uei genetricis intra ecclesiam beais Petri apotioii 
cuius parietes masibo depinxit " (LP, I, 385; see also Ai-FAR-ako, 106 t; Grimaldi, Oeicri- 
xione, 136 {., fig. 43; WAe'i3oi.ur, Kopien, 68 i.). 

731- 741 Clregory III placessix Iwisleij columna, given by the exarch, at thechiuicel in fruiil o| the confessio 
next to and in line with the six old ones, placing on ihem silver sheathed heams with relieU, 

“ ...concessas sibi cotumnas VI onichinas vnIuliJes ab Eutychio eiarc/io...staluit erga presbi- 
lerium ante confessi,mem Ires a dextris et tres a siniifns iuxia alias antiquas sex filopares..." 

(LP. I, 417)- 

762 -767 Stephen 11 builds on the roof of the church a bcU-tower — obviou»ly wunden -- gilded and 
silvcrpLatcd, " ...fecit super basilicam turrem quam ex parte inauravit el ex parte argenJo incie- 
slivit in quo Iribus posuit campanat..." (LP, I, 454): he renovate» the canopy owr the 
cantharus in the atrium, perhaps by adding four coluinns, "...rfnovapi/ in atrium ante 
fores...qui quadri poeticos dinlur, columnas marmoreas Vllf... sculptus qiute desuper quadrio 
composuit et aereum desuper conlocavil legnum..." (LP, I, 455). 
around 767 The IiiiperiuI mausoleiiin ofl the .soiith transept bccomcs the cl)a|iel of S. Peltonilla 
(LP. I, 455, 4641. 

767—767 The first spccific reference is made to the gatehnnsc rising from the esstward (xirlico ol the 
atrium under Paul !, “ fecit...el in atrium, ante turrem sanctae Manae ad Orada quod vtuatur 
Paradiso, oraculum aute .'iijvatarem, in honore »UNf/<ir....W«r(<ir «iVu opere et Jecoratii 
magnifice" (LP, I. 465I; confirmed by inscription “christe tibi sm iiokor eaulus yuoD 
DECORAT OPCS" bflow mosaic on galehousi' fayade (CiHIMALiii, Descrinon*. 195, fig. 83; 
WAEraOLDl. Kopien, 65 f.). 

792—795 Hadrian 1 rebuilds in the atiiuin the stepa leading to the narthex (or thosc leading from the 
piazaa tu the atrium?) and those ascending from the latcrai porlicoe» tu the church, " omnss 
eius grados maiores qu, ascendunt in atrio, simutque el ex duobus porticibus qui ascendunt in 
eandem ecclesiam ex ulriusque lateribus renovaiHt" (LP, I, 503). He also sct» up at the gate- 
house bronae dnors hroiight from Perugia, " ...portas aereas maiores mire magnitudinis 
decoratas, studiose a ciidlale Perusine eas deducens in basilica beat, Petri apostoli ad turrem 
compte erexit " {LP, I, Sf4) *• 
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mcaning ol lurni, hekiw, aC} 1. 

























796 797 ' LfiJ 11 1 rrpair» rmv 
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riiim, foiinlain and thr vaulird ^'atchou»*, "sarta /ffta,..basi- 
aJmm naveia safirr altare, fttut qiiatirip<irttmt...el /nutes... 
sm ei turrem eum lameris sui%, a summo us^ue atl summum... 


ante fnres argenleas. lerii 
restaurasti... - (/./' It, >,l 

800. L»»- III Ci»wlnirlB odjoining fhr atrium lii thr «iniitli a braiiliful ruuiiil iKith, a largr spirndkl 
809 IniilfliJig with a dinitiK r<*>m, a liath fur tlir pwii aiiil fur pilgrimt and a Irirunih rnrptinn 
tuiU,: •• Freit ..iusta cnlurnuam maiorem (i.r. thr obrliBkl iatueum iu superiore j6»wfaM. iirti- 
struetum im rotnmium, mirifice Jeeoratum {LP. II. 27 f.J; "...ius/ii eiclesiam beatt 
Petri ..sn arofi /erit irieliuio. et abstJa de ni><rit«...d/>'di et absidas duas " {t.P, It, 8); 
''feeit . iuxta ..grados parte dextra alni dumum mire maguiludiais et pulr/inludiHis detsiralam, 
ia gua etiam et aceuintos cellocaxdl...et iuxia eandem jI'UN<iwi pro subsidiis C‘Aris/( pauperum 
alfue peregrinorum balneum ." (/./', If, 2S). 

iirrgiirv U' rr|iuini at .St. Ptfir'» thr ceilitig porticus) in thr uratur)' alinve thc gatrhuiiM', thr 
nnrdic x iii fnml uf thr chnrch, llii- mutair un thr fa^adr of thr cliiirrh and thr purlicii uf thr 
galrhuiiir ahuve thr 4tr|*i a-wnidiiig frtim thr piat/u. Hr alsu bullds an uparttnml fur thr 
Pupf tu rclire Iu aftrr srrvWa tu thr suuth near thr uixdi-sk (accoia, agugli«)'‘, " ..Udam 
particum super nratonum sanctae Dei geueiricii di*"d .Mediana dieilur nuviter ex trabibus eeU- 
risifue hgnit ,d> decorem basUieae dedicavit. Immo ei aliam, .poeticum ante i<aiva.i argenteas 
nemi opere culiwfue.. perfer it. Seemm et 1» fronte paradisi iamfaie aeccUsiae prineipafi mu- 
sibo mneti quae a priscis temporibus in eodem parieti erant diruta...piugere ac restaurare de¬ 
crevit. ttrno!<aitt...et porticum riatrfr»» eceJesiae quae super gradus per quos populus oratiouts 
vato indifferenter habet accessum Feeit etiam luxIa Accidam pro quietem pontificis ubi pust 
• uationei malutinales. eius taleam membra soporari, hospicium panmm sed honeste conslriic- 
tum.. ■■ (/./', n, 80 i.). 

i l.-u IV rrpairs thc left (nurthf') aislr uf thr churrh, ' 
letnstate...basilicae cecidisset ." [LP. JI, 127) 

Latri cuBtructitin w,»k „f major impiirlancr is rrcurulrd in thr twrlfth and Ihirlnnth ccnI.trirB: 
t <ahMiis II cunswratrs n-.tv Higfi ,Mtai eticl.minfi Grrg<'r>» (Ecini, Secrologi ...defla Proiimia 
Storia tfJtalia), 1, Romr. 1908, zSb). 

thr walU of thc rxedra uH thr iiurth transrpi to thr fidl hright of thr nave 
••...I- uclfsia beat, Petri ..super oratorium .sancit Johanms in fonte murum a tribus lateribus 
engens uavi eiusdem ecelesiae coequuml... '\ and repairs tl.<- roo/ of thr exrtlra >.n thr srmtii 
f« Processi resarcivii.. " (/./'. fl. iqy, ( iihistf.rs. I. 153J. 
ndet. thr church In Fredrrick liarhi.r.'.>a aftr, (he burning by his 
ecefe.su, formidantes ue tota eccUsie fabrica incendio 
setoerelur. post com/msiam sancte .Warie 1« Turri, ecclesiam c 
ea/ibus .beati Petri basilicam...tradiderunt. " {LP, If. 416). 


1««« porticus partit lacvcu.. prae nimia 


1154 59 Hadrian IV r 


tr.u»rj)t, "...tectum 
1167 Thr »taH «f St. Petrr s 

soldirry of thr gatrhousr. " custodes 




1168 J216 A]iv 

W.aeizujij 

1227 1241 Fa^adr 


.5 rep^aerd undrt innuernt IIJ; inseription, identifyinB donor figurr (.^t.P.xjT.tKo, jo' 
uij, hopien. 71; KnvssCHAEKr. Rendic. Pont Accad. 40 107^58 ag, ff ) 

.n ,t. upjk^r Parts is rcbuilt under Grc«ory IX, topprd by a c-avetto and pierecd by txvo 

‘"r'' ...ure likelv ,rp]ac«l 

V-rsKANO. 2«,,. .n«Tipt.un tdrnt.fyinK do„„r figure. '•r.»Eoo«,.-s papa v.ltr ' {GHiMALrit 
Descriuone. 164: \VA£i2r«,DT, Kupien. 67 ff ) h.haluj. 

.rA !'r"; '■■""■"I- tali,* 

The maior dat *' ‘5"*' dcmulition of thr old basilica. 

Ihi major dates conceming thi» tvork are li,,ted on p. 184 f 
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D. t.RNKKAI. DKSf KlfTION 

A gcnrral des. ription of thr basilir., Const.mtinr err, tr,l on the «..ithwrste.n sIo.k- of mun. 

I over thr tropauui of IVtrr r.ittnof hr presente.l i„ tl.e xvay Ihat tnoxt of tl.r Harly 

Christian basi t.as of Kome havr bern trruted in (hia r„rpus. Thr m.ijority ,till a,I.„d lo 
tlur viMtor at leMt «irnr sinall iraers o( their oriKiniil strurfiirr iiiimiirerl in a f.if.ri. ,nanv tiin.-s 
da.n.a«ed. repairrd, remmlrllr.! and reslorrd. The hiiildinRs of whi. l, Ihey fo.ni a part, morrowr 
can iH- sern in their relalion to tl.e surroundiitK topojtraphy of Ihe city. I he re|.,t'ivrlv s.n .ll 
jMjrtions of Old St. 1'eter s that have survived (he . (^^(rurti.m <.f (he new , h.ir. h form .lis. rete 
elemrntH hurieri |,e„ea(h diverse ,,ar(s of (he ol.l < luir. h s roh.Mul »llr, es,,or. No p,„t of (hr 
annent basilica ran be seen aR.ainst (he baeUnround .>f its inili.il aiiihient; .uul. iii.l.usi s.,. otntwrt 
tnented are ,ts preservetf remnantx that they , ain.ot be appre, iate.1 ,1, any xinxlc synthetie viexv 

Ihc detail» of the ( onstantiiiian basili.-.i s oriRinal l.^rin and .ippearam e will ».r dis, ..^sed 
ni (he M.,.tions devoted (o (he avallablc evidence an.l to (he «raphi.- and verhal testor tti..., 

K IS enoiiKh at th.s point to recall that t.ntil the k-KinnittR of the sixie.mth .entury. when 
construetion of (he new l<enai.«an. e basilica . rimnieticetl, Ihe fourth . eiilnrv rhtir. h survived in 
remarkably litth-altered forni*. Thr Kmcral chara, leristi.s .>f that slr.ict.ire are wenki.own 
Ihe Iropaio» of the A,K,stle was enshrinetl on the . hord of a gem-rons apse that op..„ed eastWar.l 
to a loiij;. reefangular tiansveme hall, a traiisepi, whow shori norih. rn ainl Southern < .„U 

o|>ened through rolumnar streens into hwer alcoves or exed.as- A.. iis e.,stet,, M.fe thi, 

tranwpt rommuniratrd thn.ngh five opentngs with a hn.a.l and lofly live ;.ik|,-.I basili.a. The 
ba.s.lu an hall, in turn, wa, prerede.l at the ,ms| by an atrium .,s <le. p an.l as wi.le «s Ihe . hnr. lt 
itwlf. A stairway Imked (he atri.ini wi(h an irregnlar, utipav.-tl ojien area the la.ul,-. eiaa.r 

of (he tnotlcrn Ihaxr.a S. Pietro. The en,ire complex apin-ar* (o have .n l.nd .'..,( in tu cordan, e 

\v.tl. a comprehensive pl.in „,a,l,. i., the C..ns(an(tnMii period. There is no evalen.e that the 

body of the churrh wa,s nol eonstrii. ted in a single, ... I I..' atri.ini .„.d 

.ts connn tton with the arn, before the cl.ttrcb, Imwever, appear not t., have acltiev.d the.r 
definitive forni before the early sixth .enturv, allhoiigh the former is kia.wn (o h.ive lM'en in 
ust* l>y the en<l of the fourth reiuury*. 

Although none of the nuineroux sixteenth <entiiry drawings of Ohl St. IVter s shoW it in 
Its entirety, they are the mosi elotpieiit Wiliiesses to Ihe general . Imra. ter of (h.- Valican aiii 
hient», riiey xtiow that the nariow .rest of the V.iliran Hili, some foiir h.iii.lr.-d ,„eters West of 
the Iropaitm of IVter. and its norlhi-asteni extension to the hiufi of tlie H. lvr.li re forine.l a more 
conspicuoii.s and itnpressive ba. kdrop to the ohl , hiirch thaii it do.'s balay, obs. tired as it ,s 
by the Wall of Ma.lernos favade of New St. Peler s and thc lising tti.iss rd Mi. hel.mgelos .lome. 
. ow a.s then, m rainy sea.sons, surfa.e and subterraii.-an water coiirses .Imvii thc hili s vaith- 
vvestern sIoih. to eros.s thc site of the churt h- ihis water jiose.l prol.lems to Constantiiie s bmlders 
as It clidagain when excavations Wrre made U-neall. New St. IVter » iHdWeen i<,4.. .ind i.ppf 
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OIcl drawings rlearly sliow that 
thc «iimcroiis structWM, atfraoted 
to «lie churcli by thc sat-rcdne-S!» of 
thc site and the importancc of Con- 
stantinea foumlations in tlie later 
history of thc Roinan fhurch. lay 
around anci against it huc did not 
obscure its forin, Only two of the 
monuinents adjacent to the churcti 
habitualJy sliown in old drawings, 
a domical rotunda and an ohelisk 
ro thc South, antedate it and dotu- 
ment the sites prr-Constantinian 
configuration (figs. 146, 147) '■ 

Recent cxcavation has ronhrmcd 
Hlinys statcincnt that thc graniic 
ohelisk brouglit from Eg>'pt by Ca¬ 
ligula stuod in the Circus of Gaius 
and Nero on the Vatiran-- ll is 
now rertain thal it rose on thc line 
of the spina of the circiis vehosc 
lucation has only rcccntly been est- 
abli-shed beyond doiibt. Tt ran iii an 
east-wcst dircction taking advan- 
tage of the natural vallev that sepa- 
rates the Vatican from thc: norlhern 
spnr of thc Gianicolo and it seems 
to have extended from near the Va¬ 
tican Palayjto di Giustizia to jiist 
beyond the east edge of Ihc soutli 
rolonnadc of Piazza S- Pietro, almost 
500 m- long* *. The circus, constnir- 
ted in the sccond (|uartcr of the First 
rentury A. !>.. is tlie earliest docu- 
tiieiiled monuineut in the Vatican 
146. St. PWfTS and Vatican arra, indicating classical and Karly area. Castagnoli, who excavatnd thc 
Chiiitidn rlefiiKiis. foundationof the ohelisk in thc Piaz/a 

dei Protoinartiri Romani bcUvecn the 
present church and its eightcenth century sarristy, thinks that thc circus tnay have been a 
hippfKlroine of eurthivork with wooden seating. Riit this scems contrary to Magi's iindings*. 



ilK Ia eiVMi in Archeloeici ii Hama, I, Flnwnct, i««<, jcclion C. 
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citi, mo ui 1938 bclow thc icmlcirrubr «acrPKcniya of Ilie atep» ucenduig 


The circus niust have been actessible frotn the city. Numerous Uaces of a Rciinan road 
le<tding westward from thc bridgehead of thc /io»s .Vi-rwtiunMi liave been lounrt in the Horoo 
S. bpinto >. The poinl at which thc roarl dividcd inio a north-laiund and a west-bound lii^ 
has yet Io br found, although it probably lies near Puwa S. Pietro. A shnrt Mrelch of navcl 
ro.ad scen by t.iacomo (irimaldi in the excavation for thc southe.vsi comer ol the lai-atie „( 
new basihra inay be later than the first ccntur>', and it is not conclusive etddeni c thal a maior 
arlcry ran bctwccn tlie Circus of Gaius and Nero and the site ol thc future chutch to its north» 
Casmgnoli is probably correct in prcdi.-ting thc Imallon o( the major road to the soutl, ol the 
circus in the Vallis Vaticana which is the natural route lor csist-wcst communicat ion 

When thc circus ceased to be used for luJi is unknow'11. It had rertainly fallcn into ilisusc 
by Ihc sccond balf of the sccond century when a simple chamher toinb with Inhurnalion ImriaU 
was erected near the Southern face of thc obelisk *. An inscription ol the sesond nuarter ol 
thc sccond century, found on a mausoleum sixty meters north of the obelisk in Ihc nccriipolis 
helow’ thc nave of St. Peter‘s. dirccted tlie heirs of thc tomb's oci-upant to ereet it '“ix Vari- 
c{flHo) AU ciKc;i’M ■*. This could refer eitlier to an activcly used circus, or it could be a 
lopographkal designation that, along with the obeluik, surviveil the abnndimment of thc hip¬ 
podrome. Tlie former Wuuld hold if Castagnolis gcological uiialysis is rorreet; lic showcd 
thal the tomb slood directly on prepared soil charactcristic, in its absorbent strata, of a rare 
track**. (irimaldi saw portions* «f tho (iiuncLition& of Ihc Miuthcrn ftics of rotumnit of thc ohl 
basihca brought to light during Ihc < onstruction of the new church, and hc identificd them as the 
northern walls of thc Circus 
of Gaius and Nero’. This 
view prevailed. despite soine 
sceptirism, until the recenl 
Vatican excavations piovcd 
the remains to be Constan- 
tinianYet the Southern 
half of the basilica niust have 
overlappcd the norlhern b.ink 
of the abandoncd circus as 
the line of the spina is only 
some thirty-fivc to forty 
meters south of the soiith 
face of the outcr foundation 
Wall of the basilica 





rig. 147. Sl. 1’rtcrV Obrllsk and rotunda fS. /Vndreal. rccuMlruclioi 


• Cana An*aclogi.a. t, C-33. 70. 7 ». H-7*, tS. «g. Th» nam. fca, Haraaitaa. flni a^pn,„ Ig <h. |v«|Mh rolaiy {ili,Mia. 
V*tesTi!.i.Zo«HRin. Cai. Ta/>ac>a/i,a. III, pass.mA The l.ridgr u Mt mralUM»! m Ih* Htciaaaiy Calalniu. bml ia. iUa,.y»,. 
«Miimpii to ba» br«n <l«*itoy«I by the fnurih cnilary. ConnantW. hanlks «noM hava apprawliul Iroin th.^ p»ly by fam, 
Aitiui ot via Trailcvcre until tba crmilractlon ol l’oiii» Vlitorln Tniituiuarlv ll. 

' CaiMaLrii. Orrcpinnin, 3*0, (e. <»4^ The pavpncnt wai teund at Ibr wnthnut coiiwtal Ibr nn< rlinrcli a|ppiinlnul«ly ii.yu m, 
beJow Ha leml. JuyuKKsa, 33, Mggntnl llial it tniaht b» a coounaatinn ol thr nrrua' aptna. 
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• Vatxan iwcraiolia, Mauanlcont A (o( Caina Poialtui llrraclal; Di VitacHta, < A ptopna (l'uiu< iiiKripllnn nouvalli-nitnl Meo*- 
verte... I. UAntifuM Claiiityt 13 (1946). 117 t.; reprodncnl in Haaii, IHHIanaty. I. 8«. tbg. 

• Carriuiirui.1, op. lU., 114. 

’ Gbiualiii, Dumnamt. I. jo6 (e. <41 I.), 203 (c. 33»). 
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• rbf kootra WKlllia ol Romaa nrcnani arc Cintia Xlaaimui, toul wldib 130 m , wldth nl arena Io m.; Clrcna Vtihuw. total 

Widlh 113 m.; Cirens ol Maamliur. toUl nulth ■» m.. «idth ol arena 7» m. (Nam. ap <«., I. 13«. ,41; Coust. . FdlAti Sportivi <b 

Roma Antica •. CapiMium 33 (Olympie Inue. 19O0]. 3(1(, Tbua the arrnaa ol both th» Clwua Maaimua and tba Maaentian CinM 
aie appfoaimatriy egual to twlcc the dulance Irom the oheMik ol tlie Neionian Clirna to the tonth tonadatlon ol rJld St. PeUe t. 
Tl«» nnidient at tlie anulbern Inundalion ol the haiihca pcotecud by the Vatican Picavaton (Aiylnrailoat, I, Ig. luA; CasiAunuu. 
op. ctl., fig. 43) tagntaU thal ol an eacihen tarta of a hippodrofiie (JvitCKSSt, 30X 
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Tbe domical rotumb. so prominent in mos» sixfeenth century views of the area, rose 
immcdiafcly to »lie west of Hic olierLsk and on ifs axis (fiR. 147). It was ronstrurletJ in »hc 
Ses-eran period. probalily in thr serond dccadc of the third century*. Siiice it Was buiit 
possible »0 the oheiisk it was necessary for it.s ma&sive. conglomerate founctation to 
irt of the serund centuiy loinb chamber- The sepiilchral rotunda ia the lirsl dated 
the type tha» orcurred subseipientlv in and near Rome iti the third century and whicli 
becanie ubiquitous among iinperial 
maiisotra of the Tetrarchical and 
Constanlinian pertorls*. It was 
obviousJv the toml> of a person 
or a family of wcaith and power 
whose name is unknown*. \or is 
it kiiown if the mausoleuin was 
stili maintaincd at the time Oid St. 
Peter s Was erected to the north of 
it. .Standing as close as it did to the 
Western face of the obelisk its ori- 
ginal entrance should be sought 011 
the opposite side. And perhups the 
vestibule rt JoKipe shown at that 
point in a drawiiig attributed to 
Jaropo Saii.sovnno Was its original 
entrance *. If so. it woiild bc an 
early exatnple of that form of ve¬ 
stibule so widespread among ren 
tralized buildings of the time of 
Constantine and later in the fourlh 
century. .Atound 400 a smaller do¬ 
mical mausolenni of sirailar plan 
Was buiit at the Southern lerrntuus 
of the transept of the Constantinian 
basilica to shelter the graves of the 
family of the Kniperor Honorius 
(%• I.inked by a narthex a 

forcipi! to the snuth e.vedra, it was 
dedicated aronnd 757 to .S. Petro- 
nilla and became the chapcl of the 
Frankish nilers**. As the Capprila 
dei Ke di Francia it remained 
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only bi-came acute when Pope Symmachus (498-515) consccratcd the oldri rotunda, dedit aling 
it to St. Andrew '. At an unknown time, as sixleentb century druwings show, lieginning witb 
Jacopo Sansovino's plan*, a direc» aereas was providet! Irom the rotunda to St. Peters by 
means of a passage from the vestibule «f the lionorian mitusolcum. Prom that moment 
the rotunda's fortunes wcre even iiuire seriirely liiiked to thosc of St. Peters. SiiWiiuently 
dedicatetl to S. Maria delta Fehhre, it became in the rcign of Gregory Xlll (1574-1585) 
the sacristy of the Vatican Itasilira and conlinueii as surli after a portion o( its northrrn side 
was truncated to permit the ea.stward extension of the suuth coneh of New St. Peter's*. 

It was deuiolished in 1777 under Ihipe Pius VI to make way for a ncw aml larger sarristy*. 

It thus siirvivcd the destriiction of the last rrmnants of <'onstantine's church by nvire than 
a century and a half. Its disappearanre. paradoxirally, left the olielisk. the oldest of the 
Vatican mimuments, as Ilie sole surviving witness to tlie sitc’s anrient history. Ycl it was no 
longer in the position in whieh Caligula liad it placed. sinec, upon the command of Pope Sixtiu V. 
Domenico Fontana had reniovcd it in 1586 to the position it presently tKcupics at the cenier 
of Piaji2a .S. Pietro*. 

The location of the pre Constantinian Vatiran monument, of whose exislcnce we have the 
mo.st abundant epigraphic cvidence, i* unknoM'n. A Phrveianum or shrine of Magna Mater 
and Attys is recorded in the RrgtoMary Cataiogues and documenicd in ten inscriptions". Other 
literary sources cstablish its preserice in the Vatican area as early as the sccond century A.!). 
Xonc of the inscriptions have bcen found »h *fl«. Most, inscribed on alt.ars, werr discuvered during 
the demolition of the Constantinian basilica aml the construction of its rcplacemeiit along the 
Southern flank of the old church. This is the aone that required tilling for the 1 onstruction of 
the church and of su^seipient structures .adjacent to it. and it is in such a context tluit the 
inscriptions have bcen found. Grim.ildi States, for example, lluit seven inserihed altars were 
found during the exeavation for Mademos fa^ade .. soUo Urra circa 30 p. ... geUalo uno wpra l'al- 
Ito, tui cantonc dctla/acctala verso Campo santo '"’. These flate helwccn 305 and 390, whieh 
proves that the shrine of Cybele survived the construction of Ihe Constantinian basilica only 
to be destroyed and despoiled in tlie general suppression of pagun cults in the last decade of 
the (ourth century. The inscriptions give no information about the form «if the shrine. It 
may have been a temple. but it may a.s easily have rcsembled the open Campus of Magna Mater 
at Ostia*. 

Virtually nothing has come to light at the corresponding northern side of St. IVtcr s to 
dorument its use in antiquity. In siew of its sharply ascending grailient and tlie absence of 
any trarc.s of ancient roadways. it may bc th.tl it remained open land*. Imleed, even today 
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The Mmplicity of the earliesl inhuination burials gavc 
ay in thn seconcl quarter of the swond ccntury to a 
steadily increasing iiumber of housc toinbs that by tlio 
, ^ centur>- forincd two denst-ly packrd rows of 

n.ai^<ra bn.tt ono against the other. The tombs in the iiorthern rovv are earlier tlian those 
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succensivrly allercd in tomi and ground-linc. 

At Icasl «ince eatly in the srrond halt ol 
the sccond centurv it had hern Ilie lorus rd 
veneralion of the. Aposlle hy the Koiii.in 
Christian mminunity'• The desire to hou<« 
it anet to preseni it revefently and triiimtdi- 
anlly was the dominant intentum when Con¬ 
stantine, petiiap» at the hrhest of Pope 
Sylvester, undertook tn erei t tlie Valieun 
Kasilica- It iis location estabhshed that of 
the church, its altitude lixed tlie level of 
the i hurrti s paving. Thrsc were diN-isions 
made by patron and priisti. It remained for 
l-iK Sl. Firter i. Vatnan nrcropoti», Camp« P »nd pre- the imperial arrbilects to satisfy the Vitriivian 
Cnnsuniinian Impaim. i«con»4fu« lioti. imperatives of ttabilily. convenience, and 

heauty. Coinplying with the first iwo criteria 
demanded ra/ing the nccropolis. exi ept for Ihc lrof>aion, to a level fielow the projeided floor 
of the basilica. Iliit, obt-ying Ilie principle of cfficicncy and. perhaps. wilh some i nm ern for mo/ubo 
stpHUhrt. no more was destroyed than was necessary. The tomlis were employed in inucli the 
sanie way as the more regular celjg of the barracks of the F.quilti ungularen liad heen u»ed 
benealh the nave of the Lateran basilica to support the paving of the church*, the mausolea 
roofs were removed and tfie i hambers tilled with earth. New walls were thrown ai ross 
large or ini:onveniently shaped areas. This Work formed not oniy a l>edding for the basilica % 
pavemeiif, buf instired a more ilense lill and reduced the daiiger of its settlemcnt and sapping 
under the action of ground W’ater. The terrain of the nccropolis sloped gently hui steailily to 
the east and more sharply frum the north to the soulh. The line o( the latter was more irregu- 
lar, due to excavation into the northeni incline to provide level flooni fur the second «entury 
tombs. Some addilional cutting fo the north appears to have lieen necessary in order lo aiujin- 
inudcite tlie projected floor level of the basilica and prubahly to create a drain ulong its northern 
perimeter. The soulliern half of the basilica, on the otlier liand. rose rornpletely oii newly 
filled materiat that at some puints reached at leasl ten meters*. The bastlir.i ere< ted on a 
platform so constructed towered over the rotunda and the obelisk to the suuth and doininated 
the entire V’atican area as no previous structuro had done. ll continued to do so for 
almost twelve centuries. No Early Christian basilica in Kome so transformeil the appeuraiice. 
the hislory and the fate of the quarter in wliith it was crccted as Olil St. Peter ». 

The history of the design, planning. and construction of the presrnt church is not the concern 
of this Work. Sincc, howevcr, the ercction of New St. Peter s and the ilemolition of the 
Constantinian basilica oceurred jointly over a period of slightly more tluiii a century, and 
since Ihe new church offers ftrm poinis of referencc in discussing eleiiieiits of the old 
basilica, it will be usefui to enumerate the salient evenis in the construction as they affected 
the destruefion of Old St. Peters*. 
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l oDilon, 1961, <3 f ; M ibo G««i' W<ic#i MmixuiKb, (pbioi only). 












1 * 51 - 14 « Cm**trurtl«n a Innjf cbancci, t-rminalod a,i ap 
rraiLM^pt «nrf ap^ h>' Popr Xicholas 

fnlloxnn^ p<Thap* a dc«ipi oJ Alhcrtj. It» nmiitnir 
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is brgiin brliinil tlic C<in*t.intinian 
It was bliilt by Btiiiurdu R<T*»rllin<>, 
ti n«;issitat<’d tbi' (tFiiiiilittnn nf thr 
thi- miUT facr of thi- apsr uf OUl St. 


—1524 Thr ahrinr n 


1505-1606 PMjTjidiM, ircmnmissiooi-d Bramant.ModrsiRnaiid toN-gin «,nsenicti..n «f a n^wcliurcli fucussed, 
bkf thr old chiirxli, on tlio shrinr of St, P< trr. Tlic fir»t stono Wos lald on iK April. ijoh 

thc and thc (iroRorian chanci-l' Wetc cncloM-d in a ptaleflive stfuctiire, 

», Imilt aRiuiut thr ri.nstantinian ap>r and thr wrMern Wall of thc transrpt dirrctly 
adjnimnR it. Bv 1511 Ihe foiir croMiug pirr». their archcs and pcndmtiw,. desigiiol by 
Braniantr uvrv complctr By 1514 thr apsrd Icrminal» of thr m.rtli-iKiiith ani. of a cruci- 
form plan. intriidrd to Iw «nvfloprd hv anibulatnrirs. and thr foui countcrpicrs to thr north 
and South wr« eomplelcd to thr hciglit of tnir »ti.rrv. For cconomy s »ak.' thc Ko«cUino rh.iir 
was cuniplrtrd and vanltwi. 1510-1511 Thr Work rcquirrd thc dmiolitioii nf most of thr 
rastern wall of thc nld traiiscpt, inrliiding iho northrastrni and .soiithra-slrni corners of thc 
rxcdrar that ofhrTwisi' rcmaincil .siandiiig; thc rcmo\-al of thr scrrrning cutuniiia at thr cniU 
1)1 the IWO outrrrnost aislc» nf the navr and thc first thrrr culunin.» nf all fniir fiUs of nave 
coluinns rrmnliiig from thr iransept, and thr siipmtrui-tnri- and naif they supportrd. The 
constTUction of thr snntheBStern counterpirr and thr projrction of thr .vnitlirrn ainhiilalory 
fnrthrr noccssitafrd thr ileninlition of thc mailtolcum nf thr Hononan family drdicatrd in 
thr rigblh centun- to S. 1'rlroniUa. 

JS3*—1527 Two adilitional coiintrrpiris wrir cuiutiuctcrl to onc storey hcight by Antonio da Sangallo thr 
Vodiigcr and Ualdavvirr Prrnxei eastxvani froiri the nxisaing, requiring the renioval of thc 
aex-riith, rigbth, and ninth rolumn» nf thr navr rnlimnadrs, eoiinting frnrn thr wr.sl, and llieir 
atinafant superstructure. The lourth. fifth, and si.xth columns of thr old structure rrmaincd 
standing hut their clerrston,' walJs wxrc razed. The situation is represented in Hcrinskcrcks 
dniHing. Brriiii II, f. 52 (fig. 302). 

IS« 1544 The building site of New St. IVtrr » was srparatrd fr.un thc oldchurch by thc muro Jit-itoric 
e<Mislnicted bv Antonio da Sangallo on thc line of thc elcventh cnhiinn nf thr old navr cininting 
from thr ra-stern fayaile. Tlir floor levrl nf thr nrw church xsas cstablishcd at 14 
(J.34 m.l above that of thr old church but only installcd in the sauihern ann, 1543-1344. Tliis 
iiinst havr mjiiiird ra/ing the reniainiiig iHiitions of thr old South transept. The old paving fron» 
thc Ugurinm to thc muro dnusorto. howevcr. was recorded as in jilacr in 1574. A broad llight 
of steps leaiiing dowii to this levrl fnim thr dircction of thc south anm was rli.^coverrii duriiig 
thr fimstruction of thc Cappclia dei Lituani to the .south of thr corridor of thc Confessio in 
1968-70. It ii pertia|ii to be associalcd with thc installation nf the raisrd paving in thc south 
arm. Ihi- remaining columns and sujierstnicfurc of the old navo, biit iiot its outrr walls. 
inust liavr brrn piillcd down wcst of the «raro divi.wrio soon after its constructioii. Thr 
situation is shown in a drawingemmcously attnbuted to Hermskrrck, Ucrlin I, f. 13' (fig. 2ofi). 

1S44 IS0O The p.“nod of MichclangcKs superiiitenjrncy and thc completion nf )us design alter his death 
! t5^4b ininnjially by Liiacomo della Porta, rneumpassed the deitiiilifion of all of thc remaining 
portioos of thr iransrpt (northem arm in 1548) not built on to the Itgurium. as wrll as thc 
Rovsclhno choir (1385). Smne remains of the old church wcre rcmovnl from thr area of thc 
Crossing of thc ncw church (15S0-1585I. 

I1M2---I606 Beamantes Ugurtum and the Constaiitinian apse were raacd in order to makc way for a ncw 
pontiScial Higli Altar 11592). The Sacre Grotte wrir constructed and the floor raised on them 
in thcaoasing and nave. The Capprlla Clcmcntina was constnictcd to the w'esl of thc shrine of 
St. Prtrr and the altar of thc Omfessio {flg. 225)- The remaining portion of the Constantinian 
apse Wall bclow thc Irvcl of thc new rliurch s pavcmeiit was preserved in tlie intter Wall of thc 
tcmicircular corridur Icading to it, except at its apex where it was demoli.shcd to create a 
door to thr chapcl. Ve.tigial remains nf tlic old pavement were preserved in front of thc basc 
of thc raisrd Gregorian chanccl. conccaled bclow thc Icvcl of the ncw pavement. 

• Abo»», «K J*D^. ud In-k» 
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ieOB--tei6 < arin Madrrn» cutnplrlrd thr navr nf thr ni-W church aml rimstmctril ite naithex, fa;a,tr and 
strps. The Work rrquirrd thr dcniulittun nl ,iM nf thr rrmailiiiiK niprrstnicliirr »1 ihr nhl 
rhurrh: the navr cast nf tht muro Jtmtnrta. tlir .itriiim and gateluni.r, and tlir ,(rm Iraibna 
t.i PiaxM S Pirtrn ' 

I77B 1777 Ihr third crnlury sc|mlchral mtiinda, dndiiatcd In St Andrrw and <ulHiri|iim|)v tn s \(ana 
drllc Febl«r. waa raard to makr wav for MaTrlnnni » nrw cacristy of St Prtrr'» tn thr Maiih 
nt thr rlnirch 

1940 1970 Kxcavatinns were made aroiind thcCnnfisiiii, III ihennrlhrrn ninl Miiithriii ai»li~» ,uirl Wnw thr 
tirntlr Vrrehir, 1940-1949. Tlie rapfielU di S ColumlM was omslnirtnt m 195^, |),r i 
della Madufina di < zrntlochan. in 193«. ami tlir t .ipprlLc dri l.itimni. in i<ddt-19711. 


E. ANALVSIS 


1. Archaeologtcal evldence 

The reader is refcirctl to the general plan (pl. V) and its e liatai teri/.atitm as given in «e tinn 
I). General Descriptio.n ‘ in follnwing this analysis. The \ atiran excavator» hnve piibtishcd 
a descriptive analysis of the physiral evidem-e of thc surviving purtions nf ihe l.asilira*. Jd- 
celyn Toyiihcc and John ff- Ward Herkins have wrilten a knuwledgeahie conimentary basrd 
on this evidence and on their own ohscrvations *. Otir analysis. thnrcfore. will mainlv sum- 
mariise the data presented in the earlier ptihlications. It will dis» iis< iii delati only those cle- 
ments Ihal observation has shown the cxcavatioii report t<i have overlookrtl or where it has 
been too summary or in error- The inaterial reviewed wiU bc gniupcd into Ihrcc sei tions: the 
foiindations, the rising Walls, and isolated elements existing either 1« sttu or as disitcla mi‘»ilira. 


a. Foi nuations 

The basic characteristic of thc preserved (oiindutioiis of the ronstantiniaii ba.silira is their 
diversiiy of materiaLs. techniques and diincn.sion.s. The variety i» ubviously the resuit of the 
builders' analysis of thc structural demands iinposetl on esu li eleineiii ol the (oundations in 
its position in the building. The preservetf foundations form three groiips: those of the nave; 
thosc of the apse and the transept. and non-loadbearing walls eret ted in the Vatiean necropnlis 
under thc Central nave and the Uan.scpt. 

Stretehes of five foundation walLs uinler the nave were encounleretl by the Vatican exra- 
vators (figs. 148, 151): that of the Southern exterior Wall; th<»se under the two file» of < oluinns in tlie 
Southern half of the nave that separated it into two side ai.sles and a Central nave, and tlume 
under the two ctirresponding hies of tolumiis in the northern half of the nave*. The lattt two 
are no longer visible. The others were made acressible to the visitor to the new exhibition 
halls South of the Grotte Vecchie and the Vatican necropolis. The three foundations from Ihe 
southeni half of the nave are fortncd of a core of opm catrruntictum laid. acrording to the Va¬ 
tican cxcavators. in the open and not sel in trenches^. The scaffolding holes ubservable tn the 
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K. .Smivn ihrough nrcropolu luid foundallon '«alis oi Constajitinla» nave. 


foondation bcloM' Jjie wjuthem coloiiHacle of the nav'e contirm thi.s. 'l^he foiindatiuns are /a- 
ird nirh rarefuUy laid opus testaceum and opus listalum sel in thick rourspji of mortar w1io)h: 
faces havT bceii wmpartpd in a concave profile presuinably wifh thc handic of the mason’s 
troH-el (fips. 153. i5.j) TJic faring technique.s are rlosely paralleleJ by othcr Con-stantiniaii 
masoniy of tlie btst quality in Komc in both rrligioa'; and secular buUdings. 

The fonndation of the outcr southcm WalJ bcginning jnst below thc Constantinian paving 
levieJ is prcscrvcd to a depth of ca. 3 m- aJthough only the iippernio.st meter is presently vLsiblc. 
The w-all is 2.68 m. (q R. ft.) thick. It is faced externally with brick and tile and internaJIy 

with opus Ustalmn. The original sur- 
fare of tlie mortar is not prcscrvcd. 
The fonndation of thc colonnade se- 
parating the two Southern outcr aislcs 
was observed to a deptli of 5 m-, but 
again only its uppermost meter can now 
he seen (fig. 15^). Its width, according 
to the Vatican cxcav'ators, is that 
of the exterior fonndation, but as its 
northern facc i.s buried in a modern 
Wall of the Grotte annex, this cannot 
be vcrificd. It is faced 011 both sides 
with opus lisiaium'^. The roughly 12 m. 
of the fonndation of the sonthem 

__ colonnade of the nave constitute the 

r c vaminiaii biuilica, foutiilation Wall of the extensively visible portioii of the 

cokmnadc, S<«th basilica (lig. 153). li extends cu. 7 m. 

from the pasing level down to the 
'x,fing «Iwh is .sct. according to the excavators. on undisturbed soil. The fonndation rises i..is m. 
at a thKkno^- of 2.ot, m. with a facing of brick, and thence at a thickness of 1.90 m. in 
opus !,statum . The Vatnan excavators saw sm.dl p<irtions of the foundations of the two 




J 

1 


northern lilcs of columns that are no longcr 
visible». They <lid not re. ord their width-s 
in the cxcavation report, but in the publUhed 
cross-scction of the n.ive they are shown as 
liaving fbe same widtiis as the corresponding 
foundalion.s in the sonthem half of tlie nave*. 

If (his i.s forreet, they contradirt the ex. a 
vators’ anah-sU of thc difTcren.es in the 
widthii of the suuthern fonmlaliuns which 
they attribute to tlie greater depth re.tuired 
of tlic two southernmost founrbitiuiis to reach 
bearing soil. According to the excavators' 
findings, solid bearing was far closet to the 
grade in the northern half of thc site. The 
question, tliercfore, niust remain open. 

Constantinian w.alls fonnd elscwhere in 
the foundatioii rone differ grcatly from tliose 
just dcscribed. These othcr walls did not 
support parts of the superstnirture bnt scr- 
ved to consolidate thc fili, to lulp susUin 
the ba.silica's p.avenient, ,tnd to link and to 
stiffen loadbe.aring foundation.s. The latter 
is the functioii of the con.spicuously massive 
Wall that joined tlie foundations on either 
side of the arcli between the main nave and 
the Iransept (fig. 154)». U ran tlirough the 
mansolca V and I.. and is best seen in rross. 

section at mausolcum L where it has becn rut away to create a tnodem passage to the arca 
around the tropa,on. Its profile is irregular. but thc Wall is approximately 2.80 m. at it» 
base and .t ris^s with a slight batter for ca. ..50 m. with a faeng of tufa .ucertum. 'ITte tufa 
lining stops at th.rt po.nt and the Wall continues unfaced to a terminus beloNs- the Coiutan- 
inian paving. It is 2.25 m. thick at that point. The upper part of the Wall must liave 
required shutternig as tlie entire fabric. excepting the tufa lining at the bottom, is compo. .1 
^«ver pieces of tufa and travertitic sct in a dark. 
re is - rown pozwilana. This mide but imposing tnasonry resemblcs that hmnd alinost ubi- 
qiiitously ,n the fonndation of the Latcran Basilica *. In view of its pervasivenes» at the 
Lateran. one asks why it is limited to so specific an area in St. Peter'^ Gur hvpo.hesis is 
that the denston to link the foundations of the northern and Southern ar.ns of the east Wall 
o « ransept was takr n aJ hoc after constmetion had begun. This tvpe of tna.sonrv is 
obv,ously more quwkly ronstructed tl.an are thc carefuUy laid opus testaceum and opus listaium 
lound in the nave foundations. Since the Lateran BasUica lacked a transept, it did not pre- 
sent quite the same stn.ctural problcm as that posctl at St. Peter's; but its Western foundation 
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Wall was i-<iiifinu«l uiiinterruptcJIy iii ros<« tlie 
rliord of rhe aps»* as a tic Wall. I>up to the 
prcscDi-e of fhe trof>aioM at flw rorrespondinif 
poini in St. Pfr»-r's, this safely fartor rouid 
not be ronstructrd therc- Thf rubble tie Wall 
bclou fbe eastcm airh may liavc bfcn the 
biiildcrs' response to tliis proldem. 

A numlrer of Constanfinian walls were 
throvvn arross inausolea and passaRcways in 
the Valit-an neeropolis (figs- i.|g. 153). Min b 
thinner than tlie bearing walls, they average 
bo cm- in thickness and nrc construefed of 
an opit^ Ustalum far cruder and mure casuatly 
biiilt than thaf encountered in the Southern 
foundatioiis «f the naveThe number of 
rourses of lii/flii are grearer in proportion 
to Ihose of brick, and the Ut/fili themselves 
are more irregular in contour- The mortar 
hecLs arc thirker and play a more piedomi- 
nant mle in arrnmmodating the Icss prerisc 
masonry units. This Constantinian optts lista- 
iHtH is noticeably less legulai and less linely 
huilt than that founrl in the rnn.stnirtion and 
pre Constantinian renovations of the inausolea. 

The inner face of the fouiidations of the 
apse at ifs Southern corner can be observed 
in the excavated «one beneafh the Grotle*. 
They ent throngh tlie fagade of iniiusolt-um 
K and are visible for a hrcadth of 1.50 m. 
and for a depth of 2.10 m. The oiiter face 
is unexcavated, and its total width is thus 
utiknown. The foundations project approxi- 
mately 90 cm. heyotid the inner face of the 
rising wall. If the projectioiis arc syminctri- 
raJ with respect to Ihc wall above, the foun- 
dation wouhi be over 3.50 in- tiiick, antl, 
tlicrefore. the heaviest yet encountered in the 
basilica. It also departs from the other 
Joad bearing founrlations in its constructiori, 
whicli is an unfaccd nibble conglomerate of 
marblc and tufa®. It is rclated to the tie 
rm 135. <k. P*irt-*L Vatican nwropolts, susuii.ing «aU ‘numphal arch, but its masonry 

to mauioleuiii F elements are smaller. 
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Ttie foundation.s of th«‘ wesi wall of tlie norlli transept are now invisihtr exi-ept |or k short 
stretrh of the east fare eiiKiilfe<l in the Western wall of Ilie Cappcllu ili S. Columba (fig. ij(,) and 
an eveii sliortcr trart at Ihe traiisepfs junrtirm wilh the northrrn exnlra. Tiie Valiran r\<a- 
vatovs saw more extensive aieas (lig. 157)». These w.re fared solcly in brirk. Iike lli.w m ,hc 
lowest levcl of the houllierii nave colonnade support *. The iniindation of the northern arm 
of the Western wall of tlic traiisept at its juiutioii with Ihe ai»se follows an unusuul pl.m. It U 
lined internaliy wilh a .nide brirk maumry tliat externi* from the fmindation proiertion tn 
(hi cm. below the Constantinian puving and follows a r.ikmg line running In.m 1.30 m. at the 
npeiiing of the apse to 1.20 m. at a jwrint 2 m. to the nortli (lig. 137I. It then rim* moir nearly 
parallel to the transrpt wall and linally dies against the roimdiitiim proper, althoMgti its rx.iit 



Fig. 156. St. Petrr’*. Constantinian bwalira. north uan- 157 Sl. IVter's. Coiwtantlnlwi lianwpi, nortti 

sept. West wall and Cappella di S. Columba. wett wall. neai HuinginR ol a|«e 


conhguration is difficuit to follow from the exravation report. Apparently this masonry lining 
was the resuit of an a</ hoc decisiun to reinforce the critiral i>oinl at the liiot ol the arrii of the 
apse. The excavatiun report does not mention the nature of the fuundaliun at tlic 1 orresponding 
poini to the south of the ap.se opening. .At a point some 5 m. north o( the itpeiiing to the apse 
the brick lining seems to have dLsappeared and the foundation projwtion is a mere H3 rnt. 
If s>Tnmetry prevaiied, the foundation would at tliat point be 3.35 m. Ihiik. Ihe northern 
face of the foundation of the columnar screen separating the transept from its northern exedra 
is scen at its junction with the westem wall of the transept. The projn iion varies slightly 
but it is 57 cm. at the corner proper. A symimetrical restoralion would produce a width 
of ca. 2.40 m. 

At the corresponding Southern arm of the western wall of the tranM'|it the eastern (ace 
of the foundation can be seen for a streteh of 3.49 in. in lite wall of Ibe ( appella delle Partu¬ 
rienti (fig. 15S). The Vatican cxcavators were able to sce even more in tiie directiori of the 
apse now concealed under plaster in tlie (.'appella della Borciala (fig. 159) *. The exposed 
face is surfaced. like that at the north, wholly in brick. The Vatican excavator* assurned, 
plaiisibly, that tlie exterior face was of the same material. rite (uundatioii projei ted tmly 
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30 rtti. firiiii the wjill it tiijijMirlcd 
A^piin if sxTnmetry prevailed. its tiitul 
thickncss woulil b<? j.30 m. v\hv tho 
ruiindatiun bdow tlic Southern :inn, 
wliirh had lo deseeiul Io u lower level 
for liearing, was (hinner than at thp 
north is imlcnown. 

Tn aunimary. it appears froin un 
inspectiun of the preserved fal>ric tliat 
tnatrriols sctcctcci lor the Constantio 
ian foundations were in most cases 
chosen with regard to the anticipatetl 
loadinf; and to the expcctcd strpsses lo 
whicli they might he subjected. ‘J he 
scJcction of tlicir widths, liowever, 
does not appear (o have followecl tliis 
rationul proccdiire so clearly. I.ikewise, 
an insufficient samplinp is preserved 
to form a firm opinion in tliis resppct. 
It is unfortuualc that nothin^ is known 
about the details of the foundations 
at the southeast rorner of tlic kusilica 
which stood in the suinp that later 
gave so much trouble to Marlerno in 
constructing the fa(,adc of the new 
ehmcli and broughl Hernini to grief in 
tlie building of his ill fated Southern 
campanile. In the absencr of arcliaco- 
lojQcal evidence from this area, the 
testimony of Giacomo Grimaldi assu- 
tnps considcrnble importante, and this 
vili bp considerer! iu thr? analysis of 

.»■-' «««Tc 15 , nowever, nothing in carJy commentaries or graphic sonrces 

conceming the perilous state of the nave walls to suggest that the rondition existing in the 
sixtcenth ceniury was the rcsnlt of insi.fficient or faulty foundations. 
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mori tirr T "" never 

wr^i “«><1 sontliem amis of the trausept; at tJ.e 

can t r . . " I-50 m. thick 

be observerl only ,n cr,«s-section and for approxiimtely t m. on its inner and outer 


faces'. II ii laced witli brjck on ImiIIi sides (fig. jl,oV 
One levelling cour.se iif tiipedales can l>e sis-n to run 
throuRh the Wall. Additi.iiial rletaiU are fliffu-uU tr» 
rietennine due lo the heavy pU-king on the outer fare 
of the Wall and in the sc.tion r«t tlirouuh the Wall. 

The inner faie is rovered witli a thin huf dense loat 
of planter. No decoratinn is visibte tivday. 

The ajise and transept walLs are likewisc laieil 
in hricU". The outer surfaec uf part of the nortlietii 
arm of the Western transept Wall is reporter! to br 
covered With a heavy coat of wutcrproof phester. ll 
is pussible that this opus siifnitium is runstuntinian*. 

Alteriiatively. its application ntiglii he linked to Da 
inasus attenipts lo rontroi ihe prublein of grouud 
water, documented by iiiscription *. Elsesvhcre, sur- 
prisiiigly, not a trace of deroration or pla.ster ran lie 
found adheriiig to Constaiitinian masonry. exrept for 
the small area nientiuncd ahove- 

1 he Constantinian Wall of the apse sursnves trj a 
hcight of bptwecn 2.50 m. and 3.00 m. in the inner Wall of 
the semicirrular coiridor of the Conftissio (figs. lOta, b)*. 

Its outer face is concealrrd benealh mortem plastcr applied after Ihe Valican excavaliuns. The 
inner face is bnried beliind the 34 r tn. thick liiiing applied. presiimahlv uiuler (iregory the (Ireat, 



tiu. it>i> St. IVirr'*, CimMuntinUn hiinlllrn. 
whII <j4 Iieiilh iOilr nriir HtHr.i Jtvltnrl.i snil 
rtialiuur loitlet 
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fo «iij>|H>rf tlie pavement of tlie raised prcsbytcr>-. Hul Uw fxraviilor.s oljit‘rv«-<l il an<l rprorded 
its rhickncss as 1.72 m. and iis modulus of live coiu^ of brick and niortar as ii) tt> jo rm- 
The recorded thickness of fhe transcpt uaU immcdialcly (o the noiih is 1.70 m. aml itx 
modulus o/ fi%'e counscs of brick and morfar, presently measiireable, is jn tii jt cm- The 
ninftai beds \'ar\- from 25 to 31 min. The excavators found this w.dl to ha\T bccn pionxl 
by a door somc 7 m- from Ilie iijwe opemng. Its sili and jambs are not preserved. Only llie 
innrr faee of Ihc Wall and the opening are now visibJe, thcir depth Iseitig ronccalcd by Ihe 
Wall of the new riij>]>ellii di S. Columba. Details of the opening, therefore. cannot be veiified. 
1'hc excavators reported the opcnings width as 2.40 m- The preserved Wall continues in the 
unfinishcd and partly unexcavated area norlh of the ehapcl. 

Ifxploration in that area has rrvealed the beginning of the columnar srreen sepurating 
the transcpt from its nnrthcm exedra (fig. 162). Its wpstern pier is preserved to a heighl of 
approximatelv 30 cm- It, too, is brick-fnced and biiilt infcgrally wilh the traiisept wall, 
although it is only r.a.t m, thiik. The ba.se of the Western column of the serecn survives im 
st/u 3.67 m. ea.st of the e.i.stein face of the pier (figs. 175, 176. 177), 32 cm. deep rnarble shib 

which may be assoriated with the basilicas 
pavement is set in an 8 cm. mortar hed on 
the foundation that rims as a tie Wall arross 
the traruppt at thi.s point. The slab is not 
rpctangular but biis a projeclion 10 cni. long, 
from approximatelv its eenter on the iiorth 
side that disappears info the unrxcavaled 
searp. The block appears for tliis reason to 
be a spoil as Ls the ba.se it stiU snpporls. 
The latior will be rliscusscd below. 

.A large pit. dug in the sixteenth century 
for the slaldng of lime for the mortar iLsed 
in the new con.stnii'tion, occupies the area of 
the northvvestcm one-third of the iiorthern 
exedra (lig. 163). H is accessible fhrongh a 
sinall opening dug at tlie northern pier of the 
columnar .screen. The Western wall of the 
exedra is lined with masonry to reccive the 
vault installed wheii the pit was closed- 
The inner fare of the extxlra's northern Wall, 
howcver, can be observed. although its surface 
15 covered by the residue from the slaking 
pit (lig. 164). The dear depth of the exedra 
4 in 44 J, 

northeri, wall of the nase. The marble tl.reshohl of 
having a lotaJ width of 1.77 ] 



fix itii .St, PtiiT's Cofistantiniiiri lKi.tilka. nurth tfanirpt, 
wfs! udi pit, ai junclim of norlti exedi». 


. is visible at r.03 m. 


i' 5 '> 111., eijual to that of the 
door. formed of two blocks 
Jcsf of the northwcstern corner 



l lg. Ifij .Sr Pe,er'., ConMuitinun botlir» n<»th exedra, vntked faw <Ulu<s, j 1’ -«,1. «aU .i( eiMiia m 



KiC Ilis. .S, Peler a CxiMjri ri • ■ - -■- 

rK*1h wall. Io Ihe Irh. dua «B 


Iflg. Itu. Irft)Iu |aml>a are not prewirvrrl, 
ami ,lhr romlitkrn uf the VSall surfaie ia 
»u< h Ihai ll»p .I|iprc,xinuiie «bite of llir 
«knirig of the -Wr larmoi Ite <lHrtnU(u<t. 
Thn dour it not meiiiiimed iii aiiy pceviou» 
literature. 

Lee* 'if the weatpm Wall m tl»r «oulhern 
lranM-|,i wing i> vi«il>le tluiii of ii» fouiiria 
lH<n, but j xtrrti h exinwhng xomr 7.14 m. 
(rwn Its lumtiun with Ilie ^nr-n 

pier - an lir «tudied. fhe otNmifU( of u <Ioof 
ia -irrT: m. from tlie rr^entrant «ornet 

'fig. i<»s) Iu wTdlb i« mixtakenlv gtven by 
the excavatloti tpport • -.la n»,‘. It» clewr 
“ulth i.s. in fact, 2.40 ni- lu original frame 
u not tn Mtu. After ronatrw lioti, pomiUy 
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tb> iseia t»Tr « ifcr «ripui opning far a vidth -? ■' - «« arrti jm* 


«(Jbcm.attfatktfiaKi24rmattte ri^. A 

jsss: ml 4B aacicMi. msed aarbfa Ma»b. li cm. tiifak. 5vnres at tk righi, «t creer an 
a^^onsCK rrased sarifa tkreskok! .%■ 1««.. li tbe Marbie is pirt at tW cripnal dcMC frajoc 
k m — q MJitrjnj i&fr a»: fa its oripBal poatioc as tbe cscas-atMi repon States. Assanui^ 
fraanctyr. tbe rvtbwH tfav tyww g »<kiU ha»e becn 1.34 m. Tbe nxistrurtxai of a laodera 
sral aewM ibe «feamf <4 tbe on^^l «facr pres-ents tW iwasarement of tbe 
rrssssm xnM t UfafaBcss at tbfa point- Tbe northera face tjf tbe profeeuap pier al tbe soatbent 
'eSmmxK sc?ss = buUn br tbe tryaim e4 tbe niasenrv of a cbapd. presm na hi s tbe tomb 




sitilllnlill 


rbapel ot Hadnan l. w>.l tBrd « «be 'craer ite-» aad h, *. Evaeatai» »as rarwl 

wfc.MMhr «■«ibarani to lereal iW iWkBr» at tbe pier rrbieb. »1 1 iS ■». ^ h^Mk^ ««b 
tbil at tbe traMpt ^ •crtbcTa aad. No oawe <tusbD« rraJfc at tbe huibra ba»e naar u» B gW 


- IsnLATTI' CUMESTS 


FroH aB poiats of «iev tbe taoM UBportant .bw»»eT>- 111 riM^ tbe * — ^ niTbia bwAca 

«««fa br tbe Vjciraa cscaratocs wa» tbat at ibr rcMMs at tbe faaitb cvatvf tnmmmt 
ci tbe Ira^ta tM tbe .\postle aad «t» tertiae; “ aad i nw r«ltatety w Imai <4 tbe aeae. Tbs7 
are viiiMe msade t«t> impte^baped cbaBbers «• cHhct sade » tW eMcrm m oj '^c 
CappeflaClenaeatiBa wberr it }aias tbeqaas r b» p- d ^twicjn » ri;-iJabeT x!htl.ti<f\. rwiiar«aaA- 
abiv. this AKtnrerr bas teeeesrd tbe BMst drtaolBd a r e nt ia tJtt esceseatias leaort rj!rl t 
been extenasely fv\-ieve<d ia Toyatiee aad Watd ^ertt' volte to * 

telenvtl 6g. ittf'-. C norta a tiae '» arcbstocer Mclatod tbe rra*, aisd tb:? f-nSrtk. tVr» —— 
tbe jxe-Cotanriaiaa farm <4 tbe le e f eiao. Ait «t* ■ortb-suQ''. tbe cfetsiti <4 tbe *- 
tbe ibar i -b was cstablisbed and «-as isolated b> draaoin' . - •»— Tcit ‘Ai mu 

it bad been btah Tbe n-mhiil ■iiw—j 
rort^bly repdanacd «ntb aev Bka«onr>. 
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af the platfonn wen* cliscovercij anJ are visiblp in stnall rhambri^ to the iiorth and soutli 
of the allar uf the Confessio in the CappeHa Cleracntina > <ftgs. i6.S oiUsidc q. q«; «jg. 170). 
These arf formed of Jarge sJabs of while marblc; that to the nortli is over 1.35 ni. by 1.65 m.. 
and that to the sonth, i.qS m. by more than r.78 m. The scainillas for the setting of a square 
base is eleariy seen on cach blocJc. Theie havo b«vn corrcrtly interpreted as tlie settings for the 
pedcstals of the two w-estern xinc scroW coliiinns of the Constantinian baldarchino over the shiiiic 
(bg. JM). The blocks c.vhibit riittines running east and wesi for the insertion of parapet sfabs. 
Tbat to the north iras Uadly daitiaged when its parapet slab iras subscqiicntly leinovcd. The 
eneh»ufe was found to projet i just over r in. to the West of the wast face of'the shrinc. The 
evidenre for this is scen in iiarrow base btorks 
siotted for the insertion of parapet slabs and posts 
of which the northwestcm corner and the sonth 
arin of the southwestem corner are pre.sened 
(fig. J71). There are extensive remains of a later 
painnp set some 7 cm. above the platform at its 
Southern cdge (fig. 1O9). It consisls of marble sUbs 
and squarish flags - white. pavouazetto. cipoiUm. 
and grigio — set irregiilarly. Tt documents a raising 
of the levcl of tlic pavement itnmediately outside 
the enclosure aroiind the shrinc before the pontificale 
of Gregory the (Ircat, 590-604, when presumably 
the entire presbytery Was raised. Tliis may have 
occurred at the same time that the area within 
the enclosure was refaced; an event docuineiiled 
by the discovery of the epitaph of a inagistrate of 
(roo«fa>;,(c<enrfc»iure ofGinstan- ''*cnne who dicti in 407. The epitaph. inscribed 

"****"*’ ^ P'*‘- 

«csvwion. at the northwestem corner of ihe enclosure*. 

* MW.. 




«. riETRO 

Within the ainliit of the Constantinian apse. sizable trans are preserved of a tliornufth 
reinadcUini; tlie arca undcrweiit at the end of Ibe sixlli icntury'. .\t tbat tlnie. tlie 
apse flooi Was raised 1-45 in. above tbc oriKinid CunsUinlinian pavement, ibns creattng a 
new jnesbjdcry zone (lig». 427, 428). (The ensuing dcmolition of ibe Cunstanlinian sbrinc aii<t 
scrccn. and itx rearrangement vviil Im disnisstid later). The new apse level is marked hy 
tlie biwe line of the altar of CallCxtus fl (1110-1124). which in tum. un tlie same levcl. 
encloscs the sixtli rentury altar (fig. 225). The former can be st eii from below inside the crypy 
the laticr b no longer visible. hut it was surveyed by the excavator»*, nelmv the raised apse 
Icvel are pre.served the remains i>( tlie .annular cty|)t «orridor. built roncarmitantly with lh.it new 
levcl (ligs. 168, 228). The pavement. Ibe srlliiig of tlic ceiling and botli the inward and outward 
walls of the crypt are visible in large paits inside tWo rurvrd ruoins. arrcssihle froni tlie ends of 
the semicircular torridor of Clcmenf \TU, that fnlUiws the outside perimeter of Conslantines 
apse. The inward wall U preserved, too. in sizable .streti lies inside tlie irregiilnr-aliuped rliambcis 
where the remains of the Iropaion and the Constantinian shnne iilatform alao survive. The 
pavement of the crypt torridor lies 0.04 m. below the Constantinian level unil consisls of irre- 
gularly shapcd ttagstone». The inward wall coasbis of a 34 cm. liniiig of the interior fiue of 
the Constantinian apse (fig. 168). the re-entry at tlie top serviiig Io set the stone plaque» o( a 
cciling which at the saine time formed the floor of the raised presbytery (ftgs. tiii.i. b; 228). The 
distance from the floor to thU upper setting line and hencc the ticight of the crypt cnrridor b 
2.08 m. The masonry of the litiing consisls of briclcs with the occiisional appearant e of tufa. 

The thicknes-s of tlie reused bricks varies (ront 2.g to 3.5 cm- and Ilie mortar bed-s from 2.« to 
3.5 cm., vvilli Ihc majority of the bricks and mortar hed.s being closer to 3..>( cni. The latter have 
a characteristically flat, smooth protile sloping inw'ard from top to hotlom lliut sets them oft from 
Constantinian mort.ar jointure- Lamp nichos are set into the thickncss of the lining. 

The inward Wall of the crypt statids at a distance of i.bu m. from the outward Wall, thus 
giving the width of the coiridor. It, too, contains lainp nicUe», but the masonry ha.» n<A\iicre 
been exposed. 

A last element to be discussed in the area of and pertaining to the lay-out of the crypt - 
whelhcr dating from the late sixlh or after the seventh century — is an altar hloclt encluscd 
in the present sixteenth centurj' altar inside the cross-shapcd rhapcl bcliind Ihe 1‘allia nicUe. the 
rear of the old tropaioH *. Built of brick fragments, in second usc and laid in irregular courses, 
it contains on its front. a telic-box (acing ea.st. towards the Pallia niche- The cxcavation report. 
bccau.se of the poor building Icchniquc, assigns it a d.ate after the seventh ccntur>'i hnt we are iiot 
sure svhether in an objcct without .any bearing function the masonry in itself justifies a late date. 

Portions of the ca-stern facing of the raised presbytery Jwere abo discovercd in the excava- 
tions. Thesc are found in two low, unused cliambcrs immediately east of the ramping passage- 
Ways. joining the sixtecnth century semicircular corridor outsitlc the Con.»tantinian apse 
with the open con/essio in front of the niche of the Pallia and the Pontifteal High .\ltar ol the 
new church (fig. 168 at B. B*)*. Stretehes of «sirly paving are scen in each of lliese cliambcrs» 
The level appears to bc somewhat above that ol the Constantinian pavement and is perhaps 
to be associated with the raised stratum observed at the Western edge of the Constantinian 
shrine platform and in the epitaph of the inagistrate of Vienne. The pavement is similarly 
composed of a mixture of large slabs and small, squarish flags, ali ubviuusly reused. 
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In ncither of Ihcv chambcrs k tiw artual 
«tructurr rtf thc waJI of the raktrd pn-ibytery 
Io be scCTi'. One sces in the southem rbaniber 
a sinjTle nw>ul.led pcdestal measuring 78 cm. 
at its uppcT surfare and 5 y cm. in height. It 
iits on a roughJy pick«l marblc plinth 19 em. 
Iiigh whicli rests on the pavement described 
above (fi(5- 172)- It i^ Hankcd on eithef side by 
reu-sed marble arrhitcctural members roughly 
cat t() fit the base mouldin^ of the pedestal. 
The incml>er to the north sits on tl»e pavement, 
that to the south on an iiitermediate member 
like tliat bclow tlie pedestal. I he upper «rarfacc 
of both is 4J tnn- abov'e the pavement- Tltese 
onre supported stone par.apet slabs sct close to 
their forward plane». The slabs wcre subse- 
quently removed. biit their imprints have been 
left in their original iiiortar baekings. That to the 
soiith (fig. 172) i-s smooth, with the exreption of 
the inipression of two damp cuttings that pre^u- 
mably belonged to the rcar surface of the 
p.-irapet .slab- That to the north, hnwevcr, is an 
excellent impression, where it Ls preserved. of 
a relief wltose lower border is fortned of three 
fillets and whosc ficld is deeorated with an 
alteiTiation of spirally-fluted rolonnettes, framitig 
schematised date palms (fig- 174)- 

No one has doubte<l that the pedcstal sup¬ 
ported the seeond from the left of the six marble 
vine scToU columns of the Constantinian prosby- 
terys fittings, relocated at the time of thc raising 
of the presbj-tery to stand Ik-Iosv and in froiit 
of itscastcrn fare (fig. 227). lis diiiiciLsions accord 
with tliose of thc setting surfares found on the 
Constantinian piatform at the shrine. and its 
protiles are comparable to those of inscribed 
and dated bases of the hrst half of the fourth 
century*. The installation of the marblc mem- 
bers reuserl as bases for the parapet slabs, the 
slabs them-selves and the lining against which 
they are set must therefore represent a rede- 
coration of the face of the raised presbyderrj'. 
There is no objective evidence as to when this 
was done- J’erhaps it is to be a.ssociated with 
the installation of an additional rcAv of six co- 
lumn.s presenU-d to Po(>e (iregory III (7J4-741) 
by the Kxarch of Kavenna *• 

> I, 1S4 I. 
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In thc corresponding chamt>er to the north, 
in addiliun to the paving, one tec» the pedesial 
of the fifth rolumn (fig. 173) and tlw southem 
edge of thc pedestal of the sixth oolumn, 
whirh is largely buried in tlie Wall of the 
sixteenth century roTridor of the conjesito. 

The base of the fifth pedestal appears to 
have been mt at a slight angle to fit it to 
tlic sioping surface of the marble base on 
which it is placed- As in the Southern rhamber. 
the base is llankcd by reused marble archi¬ 
tectura! rnembers- That linking the tWo pre- 
served pedestals. app,arently a fragment of an 
epistyle, is inscribed orxatvm petko.hivs mx*. 

This Petronius has been idcntificd with Petro¬ 
nius Maximus, emperor in the West in 455. 

Nothirig more is preserved of the early facing 
of the raised presbytery in this rhamber- The 
rubblc masonry seen on and behind tlie marble 
members is that of thc late si.xteenth century. 

The folhrwing isolated elements of tlie old basilica have been observed ii 
northern arm of the tratuepl and its exedra 

The base of the Western rolumn of the screen between the transept awl the exedra remains 
in place (figs. 175-177^ *** i*!*® pl- VII, B). The L-shaped marblc slab on whirh it sits has been 
described aliuve. Thb slab suppnrts a marble plinth which. judging frorri its profile, appears 
originally to have been the crown or base of a pedestaL The well-preser\'ed white marble base 
itself is of the Roman Ionie double scotia form*- Since one quarter of the base remains 
unexcavated its entire ui»pcT surface cannot be studied. The visible surface exhibits three 
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Aneri hol« ar).l thrir p..iir rhannrl». Tlir hole in fl.r . .-nt^-r apprar. to have l.crn thf l>a»c(i 
on^inaJ .rrfmkal rcaforr. Thr offKT lw«, Hom- Io Ihr jM-rimelrr ol Ihr ba«-, are proUbly 
the Work of ronM-inlini-ui sione rulfer». A IbinI rlrwel holr whirh, witli Ihe previoua two 
mav bave formed an e.juilateral trianRle. i» prolwbly lo be «nighl within tl.c unexravalwl 
area- Su. b »a» Ihr mellifwl of thr r«n»tanliniari allai bmeni of Ibe roliiinn base aiul the 
loHcr «jflaie cf Ibe rolutnn Oiiifi d.Kiimenlr.l in Ibe robimn» founrj nearby. 

l ive r»lutnn<t Wcre diwo- 
vered by Ibe V'atiran exf.a- 
vatrvx alixned a^ainxl tbe 
Western Wall ol Ihc tranxept 
near Ibe projeciiiiK jtier'. 
'Iwo of ibese Were removed 
to the Ihe 

I,y I piiveineiit of Ibe biiHilica at 

Ibe lerrnination of Ibe excu- 
valion (fix- i6j). Tbi» Wa» 

, ,■ ,• ^ «Ione in order 1« erert a 

E* supjjortinK walj for Ihc 

Iransept pavinf(. Hofb eo- 
lumns are of wbife rnarble. 
The larfcer one i« 4-f»<»5 in. 
lonK anci has a l/ase diarncrter 
of Ui cm. The second ro- 
lumn i» a.fy3 m. lon^ and 
iU baxe; diameter is y/ rm. 
It ix c:lestrly tocj xhori to 
have wrved ax a strurtural 

mrmber of ihe old churcb. The three coliimns remaininjK on the floor level of Ihe Iranxept are 
of (Cray pranile tjfif. The oniy one whoxe lc-nj{th can be fnc'a.snred ix h.Hi m. lon({. It ha» a 




t'k'. 179- ffi' f*eter's Mitru cfci^rorlo, plan and elrvxtxxi. 


bcixe diameter of .,7 . and bwer shaft diameter of H,., .<)„iv ,1.. . 

»1 .h. ..,1..., ... I,,™. H, 

l ro.«vhnK soiil»nAar>l froin Ibe north Wall ol the (onstantliilan iwnll. .11 
di-xc 1 ibed (ll*. ifMib the ex. aviitors diig uloriB Ibe ewlern Ia. e „1 Ihe ».«,« di,.„r;rb, (lim 

"7 .. «he eleventb ...lutnn o, the ar. ^e diwA;; , 

o.iter aixb-*. rounlinit frotn Ibe easterii Wall of Ibe nave, an.l Ihe »«,«• „1 the eleve,./» . 
of tl,e nave rolonnade. Bolb bad Wn lulf imni.irrd in the m«r« k,, ispt wh’b"Z 

rolumnx they »up,e.„...l. ,1. ,a.,er Were removed m .Caa., bnt tbey have M. tblrrlln. In 

h. «urvivinK ^•l'•l.b .d Ib.- mu,o d.ii.ono. Work .o.ild nol Im- exl.n.led a-r.^ ihl eniirr 
nave, bnt ,t Wa» pnxb.-d xnfft.tently lar xonth to reveal the .enlral .1.-., In tbe ^uro i "1 
The? eleim-nix disroveied of t)..- outer ‘«"•.«rm, 

...hinin »ett(n« .omprixc' a roiiKhly 
pi. ked |M?di>stal in iix oriKinal iNnilion 
xiipporting a marl.le |>a«. jk,* (, 
pl. VI( A). Like tliat at Ilie n.criliern 
exedra (pl. VII H) || i, ol Ibmian Ioni, 
clouble xtolia forni. The norflirtn fare 
of fhe pedesfal i», by .»ur ineasornnenl». 

K.bb rn. vmlh of the pladered l;ue 
of the oiiter Wall. The |»-de»tal h» 
toinpoxed ol two rnarble bkx k> ol 
aliruixt ideiiticiil width lel side l»y 
»id.- wilh Iheir vertbal pdnt runninx 
ciii*l West. Tbe |Mx|e«tal i« i.»x* ni. widc 
at it» «haft and it i» 04.5 rm. hii{h. 
il rest» on a m.rrtar ba»e rom|iaral)le 
Io tliul under Ihe forditiK »lab at flie 
tranxe^jt . olumn. The- xlc-jj» leadin^ Io 
Ibe f.hairel ol (,r<-K<rrv XIII parlially 
envctop the ped.-xtal'» Imxc. obx< iirin^ 
trarv* of f onxtantini.in paviiiK whi. h 
mnxt have rixen agairixt the |x-dexial 
ahovi- Ihe nicjrlar. l lnr pi< kinK that 
< harartrrize» the xurfa.c- of th.- xhafl 
of Ihe pedexial appearx, at Irasl 011 
ifx iiorthern Ia. e, to have lax-n orifcinal 

iintl to have > orisiiliileda kindoi rriidi:- ''«tume., n/a... xnie 

ly drallecl inarKtn framinK st liKhlly 

nixtirale.l |ranel. Acblilicmal pi.kinx. c-.{«x ially on the eaxiern Ia. c, may .cmeivably Im- 
rc-laled lo llic- plaxterinK and deccrralnm of the muro j/niiorio*, The jiedesial » iia/uMinic» 
are- rei.tri.led lo a »imple double bll.t at the cr.win. flw (--.lextal i. pr.ibaWy Dmsfantmtan 
in oriKin. The plinih ol the ..Jutrin Uue alwve it is rarved in tt»e s.irne Mex k u the Inue. 
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rie. |5| St. Prtrr'». .V»»ii iivuma, CoiiMantini.iiii north ninlr, rlrvrntli nilumti. prdriital and haw a) frotn southcast 
and b) from northeast. 


Thr charactcrs M and x are inscribed at thc ichUt «)f its 
easterii fate (fig. 1S2). Since the base is the twelfth, counting 
from the transept eiid of thc nave, it is tempting to interprct 
thc “ M the twelfth letter of the Roman alphabet, as the 
dcsignatiim of the base in the file of rolumns. The "x niight 
refer to the filc of columns to wliirh the base belonged. The 
mouided profilc of the base, altliough generally well prescr- 
ved. is more rliippcd than the similar but larger base at the 
northern exedra of the transepi. There are sinall cniinbs 
^ mortar or plaster adheriiig sporadicalJy to thc mouided 

lig. ih2. Si. Prtrrv Mh,o scamillus of the upper surface of the base 

Ommantinian noriJi aisle, etevenih ro- cxhibits abundant traces of a thin, fine coat of jilasfer 
hmiji. irsciipiHin .jn plinth. (fig. 183). There are three dowel holes and pour channels 
cut into this surface. The Central hole vvas probably that cut 
for the original use of thc l>ase, and thc lateraJ holes, close 
to the perimeter of thc base, are likely to have been those 
cut by ('onstantiriian workmcn. 

T\vo more fragments of the old church may be observed 
along thc course of the mufo divisorio. A fragment of 
Constantinian masonry, presumably fallen from the clerestory 
of the main nave, is to be scen in thc eastern .st:arp of the 
trencli along the muro divisorio, between thc base of thc nave 
column and the sixteenth century door (figs, 1843, b)>. Not 
enough is visible to permit its thickness to be measured- It is 
constructed solidly of brick withiiut a core of opus caemen- 


Hig tifi. St. PrlerV Mwn itusmo, 
Cwmanliniaji iimh aislc, rlcvcnth 
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powlinn appearv in EmlirMivm. 11. p|, CIX. 
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iHium- No pl.isliT is swn «mi the cxihhmmI siirhnr. 
Tw<i fragmenls of a inaililr Corintliiaii itipiial, 
now in fallen |MMition. are also to be seeii li<-(we«'n 
tlie nave «'oliiinn lia.ie and tbe aidc ■ oluinn 
peiiesial (lig. 1H5). Iliev are a liagnienl oi a 
«onier volute and tli<‘ ««•niial part ol ilie aliaius 
im luding its llower. I he • arving i» .iiihImm re an«l 
the I apitui i« |>crha|M to lie assigned to tbc later 
se< iind lentury «ir eviMi the «Mrly lliinl « entury. 
The (ragnieilts are Iim» slllall Io (H-rillit Ilie 
attribution ol llt<* «upital to the ii.ive «iihiiinade 
or tlie snlc at< adr witii uiiy rcrtainlv- 

The Mnilhern la<e ol the |H*«irstal ol the iioilli 
ern aisie arcade i» 8.44 m. «iistaiit (rotit the nuiili- 
ern lac:e ol tlie plinth ol tlie elevenlli «oliimn ol 
the nave colonnaile- Tlie ba^w of this nave «oluinn presenls a «orry siglil IcHlay (fig«». i8<>, 1H7, |HK). 
Its plinth ha.s Ihm-ti «'iit away at the nurtlieaslcrn corticr and its inoutdcd protile, lik«’ th«iitr 
of thc Con.stantiniaii pedestais of the vine scroll rolunms, i» niu« h woni by the phnus lraf!i«- 
of the centuries. The surface has been «leliberately pickc<lThe bass* r»nt» on a marblc 
slab whose singie completely visible fai e measiires 1.80 im Its total «lepth « annot lie iiieasiirnl. 
llie plinth is i.tii m. long and is e«|ual to the lower diameter «>f tlie«oluinn base. The base, whi« h 
is i'in. high. does not conform to anv commonly knowii ty}>e of l<«Mnan base. Its prohle 
is charaeterized from top to bottum by a lillet, an astragal, a singularly tiaccid cyma reven». 



' Bo«h Ih* dftpw ol mT«r rm Ihr nflnwr* ol tbr pliBih mi Uw cuniHH picituic OB «Iw Ikm ut (.«rBlMtd by th> «w «s4 
ptcking inund on ibe baw* oi tln vine icfoli coIbbibb M ilw ala cIibikvL Ihe «lat may b* rauly mpltuied try Uw wBtarMB-kBm 
pna* ol tlir (aithlnl Ui tkv l■••lllc«. bat tbr pickiag la botli liMtancM m mnrv Jiacoli «» vaplain. t oaU ikr vora bama tanx baaa 
naloml io iiacco »t anaiv liiarl 
















and b>- a heavy lilh-t whose uppt-r edge has been softencd by a rounded prcifik. Its somewhat 
barbarous quality suggests that it may be of Constantinian manufacture and that it reprc- 
scnts a mJuced vcrsion of the clas^sical Attic b;»st> in vvhich tlu* cvma reversa replaced the 
scotia and liwer torus and the loWer fillef took tJie place of the normal pUnth. That it vvas 
made for its present location is further suggc-sted by the technical features of its upper setting 
surface (fig. 189). There is a cutting in its eenter. but its unusual form and the aljscnce of a 
pour rhiutnel to it indicates that it was not intended for a contrai dowel but \vas |Hr)iaps meant 
to accommodate cither a lifting devdce or for twisting the base on its plinth. It is miciform in 


shapo. The vertical arm is 0 by 14 cm. anci 15 
cin. deop. The riRlit cro«s arm is (> by 5 cm. 
and is cm. deep. The leit is 7 hy (i cm. 

and is likewise 9,5 < ni. dccjK There are two sels 
of dovvel holes, teith probahiy Constantinian, 
opposite one anuther near the perimeter of the 
basc. There is one hole cm the northent side 
and two, linked ;by a common pour chaniiel, 
on the Southern side. The latter tiiay tc|>reicent 
an error in cutting. 

Two additional bases of roliimns from the 
Southern arcacle of tlie nave are prc*served and 
exhibited in H.ill II of the eiilargedCircjttr N cs-chie 
wiicre they hax'e been placed on the Constanti- 
nian fuutidation (figs. 191), ic/i, 194; pl. VI!, C, 

1 >). The places and the circiimslances c>f their 
discovery rannnt be determinecl. Itoih are cut from liinestone cir extremely dense travc-riiiir. 
Jiidging from llic cnideness of their carving and their ilisriisitive profilcst, tliey are prolcatily 
of Constantinian urigiii. The prohles of earh. reading from top Io bcidom. cniupriv’ a slightiy 
c-onvex fillet, a nomial fdlel, a sh;dlow sc otia, another lillet and wlial miglu is- desc rihcsl as 



is‘», I oiirlh rcnitcirs liiur i (onn f.in- 
• . jilscnl linindnllen wnll crpitruling 
wcuth icisl»*, 



ac. r. s. r-c la. r 1. r i 

Fig. rgr. .St. Fclcr^s. Fourth century baw 1 (ion Con- Kig. 191. St. FrierV Fnuiih ernterry Icsie 1 hom 
stajuinian bascHoi, another view. CoiiMantinian biMdirs 


the up|)er half of a tonis. They differ slightiy in prohle, nueet notahiy in tlu- curvature c>f tite 
scotias. But eat h appears to represent a coarsened or dl-understcxrd versiem c»f an Altic ba»e, 
earlier so well-documcnted in Kome. 

ThLs runciudes the review of the archaeological evidence for the form and character of tlie 
Constantinian basilica. Meager as it is, the evidence permits certain generat concliuions. 
Despite their diversity, the foundaticms apprar to be the most rarefuUy huiit of aU those known 
in Konian churches of the Constantinian period and those which shtM' the grratest conrem 
for appearance. Moreover, the rising walls, uniformly faced in brick, seem to occupy a simiUr 
position with respect to their early fourth century counterparts. Insufiicient areas of the basilicas 
extemal surfaces have been preserved to allow for an opinion as to whether or not the building 
was originally stuccoed. The absence of plaster on most of the inner walls observed is a surpris- 



































>rd<T of thc stnu turc 
n thc eastern f.xudc, known fiom litcrar\' 


The surviNikl of » «»*''> pl*ster ;it the center of thc 

t«.H «-un» thc .•««■ing of hast>- comdusions <-,in,cnui,g corly linish and 

dc^^tion. The ceoentrk- pUeement «f thc Aoon in thc WTstern Wall of thc transept st.ggcsts 
tiMii ihcv »w poirfv fumlion*! and did not form a part of thc artistir . 
roaiparahlr to thc 8\'c »\inmctrhaih- plarcd portafc* i 

uKi irniphu- sMwn^ The singie nwst important contrihution of thc preserved fnbric to our 
knowfwljrp of tl»c huikfing is unqu^lionahly thc dimensions it offer», espciially for the width 
of the nave and the traiuept. as a control for thc more extensive collctiion of dimensions pro- 
vKfcd hy sastcenth centurv graphk and literarv- sonrces. It is apparent that without thc lattcr 
th» entr>' in thc Cvffm wouid bc in inverse proportion to the size and importance of OKI 
St. fVter» among the fhrislian basilicas of Home- 


2. Literary evidenee 

The earfiest vvritten evidenee availablc for envisaging the Constantinian basilica and the 
chaages wronght up to and through Carolingiau times are the recurds of imperial and papal 
buflding activitv cuataincd io the Liief Ponti/icalis or impliod in rontempurarv inscriptions, 
DOW kKt. but transmitted. often together vvith the original sites, throngh early syllogai. This 
evidenee ue have compiicvl in section C- Dates ' and intend to use in section F. Kecon- 
smixTioN *. The majority of thesc earlv rccords are brief, scattered and at hest they hint, 
often obbqoeh'. at thc plan and design of thc huildings. Thus, they need to be interprclcd 
and BSed with raution- 

Tbc oMcst fufl-sralc descriptioris of St. Peters date from the twelfth century, as vvitnrss 
Pirti s M.vlucs, Biistitcaf anliquat S- Petri Apostoli in Vaticano, composed betvvccn 

lt5>)ajKl Ii$i* and re^ted alter uqj by onc Ro.mani-s. like Maluus, a canon of the basilica*. 
The aisn of thesc writings vra» polemicaJ: in ansvver to Jomannes Diaconus. Descriptio I.atera- 
memus EccUsisc Klewisc rc-cdited 1159-1181, St. Peter s is exalted as outranking thc Latcran*. 
Hencc the author foensses on the age of the church. its relies and altars. on the tombs of the 
popes it sbeltm and their epitaphs. on papal and imperial donations, and on the prerogatives 
of it» clergy. The plan and devation of the building are not discussed,- individua! leatures 
are bardy BMUtmoed or oniy in passing. The same holds of Mafkeo \ egio De rebus antiquis 
mem*rmbi3sim Banlicae S- Petrt Romae. i455-<-l57*: b»-' copied the building inscriptions to 
prose ibe Constantinian ongin of the basilica, and. while he transmitted. good humanist that 
he was thc inscnptwns in verse of Damasus' acejueduet and of the Probus mausoleum and 
noted the cemeiery. including a columbanum found West of the church, hc wrote not a Word 
abont the structure of the basilka- Indeed, prior to the late sixteenth century. when Constan¬ 
tiae s boildiiig was half-demolished. only occasional remarks scattered in unrelated contexts 
provide Information on thc basilica: Gregory «>f Tours' note regarding the number of one 
bundred colurnas, of wbicb four. expressly exduding those over the shrine. were in thc transept. 
meanmg tho« m thc exedra screens^ hi» dcscription of shrine and altar superimposed and 
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their /eneslel/a the mca.Mircments, 31)0 fcet long (opparently from the fa^ude to the r.hurd 
of thc upse) and jj6 fcct widc. rough as they arc. given by a near contemporary*. Likewisc, 
fourtecnth and fiftcenth century visitor* provide but scattered noles; the measuroment», 1(15 
passus long and 95 vvide. of wbicb 30 spanned the nave and iq thc doublc aisles nortb and stiuth; 
four rows of tvventy two cohimns each in the nave; six more tohimn» in each of thc transept 
wings; those screening thc opening» from the aisles — the fitst lime this placing is mentioncd 
and from thc exedras; tvveniy-six steps ascending from thc piaxra*. (In 1451, Murtei counted 
twenty-eight steps*.) The early sixteenth century guidcbooks stili limit themselves to brief 
remarks; the overall plan with nave, four aisles and a total of onc hundred coUimns*; two 
columns of prcciou» marble of vvhich Paul II said. '* they vverc vvorth more than ali Venice. " •; 
the measurements length of nave, 140 hraccie fioreniine (i30-3b "'•Ii transept. roughly 
i2fa braccie (73.58 m.); vvidth of nave and aisles. iih braccie — checked by Fra Mariano as 180. 

153 and 95 of his steps’. The majority of guidehook» till thc inid-sixteenth century, from Diundo 
to Fulvio and Fauno, hardly refers to the plan or details of the structure. The tirst physltal 
dcscription of the basilica publishcd scems to be Panvnnio^s*. Wriling .about t5(«, he lists the 
.vpse. vvitli its half dome c.arrying thc mosaic of Innocent 111; the transept; the nave and il» 
four flanking aisles; the wide entablaturc (" amplissimum peristylium supported by " luigc, 
beautifiil columns "; the roof. often repaired; the Windows of the nave and the openings in 
the Wall rising from thc arcade betw'een the aisles; the remains of revetment on thc aislc wulls 
(" ... minores parietes totidem minoribus columnis marmoreis /ulciuntur, M /enesiras super st 
habentes, quot sunt intercolumnia. Extremi parietes basilicae olim loti lapideis tabulis incrustatae 
Juerunt quorum vix hodie i-estigia supersunt...")*■. the pavement. a» he saw it. composed of large 
marble plaques of different rolors; thc tloors in the fa^adr; and the remains of the quadri- 
porticoed atrium (“ ... quadriporticus cmims etiam nunc extanl reliquiae... Uul the destrip- 

tion remains general; no measurements are given, no further details noted; the principal focus 
is stili on the rank of the Vatican chunh. and hence on inscriptions and tradition» proving 
its age, on papal tombs. on altars, oratorios, relies. on furnishings and dotations excerpted from 
the I-iber Pontificalis, on the standing of its clergy. Ugonio, in the eighties, describes thc ba¬ 
silica along comparable lines'*. 13ut scattered through his dcscription are some prccise details: 
of the capitais in the nave some weie apparently left in the ruugh ■ schcmatic capitais, " ...non 
sono liUti/ornili... ", thc reason being, he says, a.s some bclieve. the luiste with which Constan¬ 
tine built'*; the first two columns in the nave, apparently those rncntioned by .Mbertini, of 
africano marble'»; and. like Panvinio. hc saw on the Wall of the riorth aisle traces of opus sectile. 
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• Alwve. 

• D..»r>i. tttf Ruma»»*, r. i J7J. in: VM-istixi-Zi-rcnini. Csi. IV. 6« m< alw M«r»wia(* tr .WitaAJU». 

1400, liiJ.. 75 t. 

< Mi rrau ll4jtkraS»<>i *r SUsU R«m PuMuMiam its LiUttanuht» (■ Wtfiarfi. TaUn»»», i« 7 «. 

‘ Fh* Mahixick ti* Fiatx». ItiMsttrium, 77 t. 

• Ai.brrtixi. Opuitniitm 4t c. O IV v. 

' F«* «p. cit., 77 

• P&XVIXIU, n* Ar,Hcipvi>...t<iMrKit. R<>mr. I»7o. 33 «. Vt»p»nitory notes 1 sk«i m II*» qiot ire cimiIuimiI 1 « hii uhtis. V»i. 

lat. »7»i. «•- 119», I49»-I3ir. Of lia Ut tt 6 su tntifuts mumnO» tnmt Stalutt S. rmt im i tlictiw. » liu «py. tSoach tashy 
in poim*. *ii*l« in Vil. tai. 7010; • liiifnresiuy c®py. B«>k Thres «lirosxh F**' “* I*"** *••• •'!’> dtilU 

Roise, 1863. 1S4 «twnre our quotn. 

• M*i. op. al., 309 I. 

'• PaSvixiii. Pt frMaptat...HiUids, i>. 

•I Coioilo. SStHtm, cc. 83». I. 

» Itu., r. 96 . 

•• ISiJ. 




















••... Si ttmoue fifr ttlcnni rtsticij •*<? r^s^ano vrnm VMart det Votio SanOi che fMexfa chiesa ha- 
iviw »■ muri di Uivolr di marmo, e di »rt\/icinrt laeori adornati '. 

.Alfarano s lirsi i h-iptcr in hi« /V Basilicae VatUaHoe antiquissima et nova struetura prcscnts 
tbi* onJv «aci iword of thc Cmutantinian « hiirrh bv an cyr-witncss. Wriltirn bctwwn »570 
and isSj. fh.* maniisi-ript was being prcpar»-d from .it le.ist thc fortics. The dcscription pro¬ 
cedes s\-slcmali«ally the apse. rhe transept .and it.s exedras, cach scrcened by two coluinns; 
tbe na»-c and ihc inner and onfer aislcs, differing in M'idth; eighty-eight cnliimns in nave and 
aLslrs. rvvcnt.v-t«'o to esirh roW; ihe capitaLs, Corinthian; the nave entablaturc. its frieze with 
mosait- deroratiun. its comu-c projccting ."w nauch a.s three palmi and protected by a railing. 
fi\-e patmi high; the atsie colonnadcs arcaded. Tliroughout lie provirles measurements which 
vrc tabulate helow- along ttith coinp.arabIe ones drawn Irom other sources, graphic and des- 
criptis-c*. .As evident fnrm the comparisun. .Alfaranos diniensiuiis are round, umitting fractions 
(d the palmo, as given in the architectural survev-s. J.ikewi.se, it appears frum thc coinparison 
that they were faken between vcrtical surfaces — walJs, pedestais, plinths. .At thc samc time, 
-Alfarano prosades intormation ufherHise not availablc: diameter, depth and height o( thc apse; 
width. height and length of the traasept; exterior and ciear width of nave and aisles and their 
Iteights: height of the doors in thc fa^ade. Again, he is the only source from which lo Icam 
the number and dimomaons of thc Windows. There were, he says, seventy-two ali told; seven 
in thc fa^ade. two rows of three and an orutu.s; twenty-two in thc nave, 22 palmi (4.70 m.) 
high by 14 paimi (3.23 ra-). likc those in the fafade; eight in each transept wing, nvo in 
the end Wall, three to the West, three to the east. all tliat size; five in the apse. smaller biit stili 
sicable, rb by ii paimi (3.57 by 2 45 m.). Also, he listed eleven Windows in each of the outcr 
aisles. ' ...im posteriorum...minorum nanum parietibus... ", giviiig their height. 12^5 palmi 
12.72 nv). bul not their width. For the convrnicnce of the reader we reprint thc parts of his 
text relevant to our investigations *- 

... Absis Bastiuae. quam tribunam vocamus ... adhuc integra superest ad hemi- 

cichh instar, longitudinis ad occidentem palmorum quadragintaquatuor. latitudinis palmorum oc- 
tmaginta. et altitudinis palmorum centum, inter quam, et transversam navem altare maius erectum 
fuerat.... quod quidem altare nullus unquam summorum Pontificum ausus est aperire, vel ri pro- 
pno loco removere. ... 


Transversa vero naris inter dictam absidem. idesi tribunam, et Basilicae corpus sila erat et 
habebat in latitudine palmos septuaginta ocio, et in altitudine centum septuaginta ad mensuram 
aiMudims Basilicae: tn longitudine vero a meridie ad aquiionem habebat palmos trecentos et uo- 
narinU ila comsteucU. ni mensuram latitudinis Basilicae excederet ... extendebatur namque extra 
mensuram parietum Basilicae a parU dextera palmos quadraginta quatuor et totidem a sinistra... 
binss et utroque Utere, aequati spatio inter st positis columnis, et totidem parasHtis cum suis for¬ 
nicibus paneUs sustinenHlms intersecabatur, porro itUe columnae paulo maioris altitudinis mi- 
nons uavium eolumnn erant, quae postea Pii (,)uarti Pont. Max. iussu ad ornatum Portae Fla¬ 
miniae i rb*! transvectae fuerunt. 


... isasuica ... a lanuis. quae sunt ,n fronU ante quadri porticum, usque ad dictam transversam 
tiJ^* tn postenon parte ad occidentem, habebat quadringentos et se.t palmos in longi- 

■" 

Ur ordinibus intersecabatur... iu ut in ea quinque 

P^uui essent, quas naves ivcamus. singulae in hngUudine aequales, in latitudine vero mediana 


porticus sire «affs, «mniuiN maxima, habebat centum ei sex palmos et in attiindine eentum septua¬ 
ginta. Reliquae vero binae ex utroque latere porticus, sive naves longe depressiores et minoris 
latitudinis erant. Etenim ittae duae anteriores, quae medianae imci hinc inde a dextris ad 
meridiem et a sinistris ad aquilonem proxime adiacebant, habebant palmos triginta octo in latitudine, 
et ocluaginta duos in altitudine. Rursus reliquae duae posteriores mnvs praedictis proximae 
similiter ad meridiem et ad aquilonem hinc inde Basilicae muro adherentes paulo praediiUs hu¬ 
miliores. habebant singulae palmos triginta novem in latitudine, et sexaginta duos in altitudine. 

Omnes autem columnae, quae dictos quinque porticus, sive naves constituebant, erant ocluaginta 
octo, et quilibet ordo columnarum habebat viginti duas columnas, cl e regione se respicientes ... Sed 
super columnas capitella corinihia erant, et super capitella peryshiia maxima, e marmore parui 
quadrata signis inusiveis decorata, quae Basilicae parietes et tectum sustentabant. .Minores vero 
naves habebant supra capitula columnarum loco peristiliorum arcus parietes sustinentes. Supra 
perlstitium autem medianae naris intrinsecus per gyrum in parietum «pissitiofinr per eireuitum 
erat tabulatum latitudinis palmorum Irium. ei lignei laUres in circuitu ante tabulatum latitudinis 
palmorum quinque, ne homines inde pergentes cadere possent, et usque hodie aliqua vestigia visuntur. 
Ipsae vero columnae non aequatis altitudinis, et crassitudinis erant, nam medianae iiatiM columnae 
habebant patmos quadraginta in altitudine et palmos .sex in crassitudine: aliquae e marmore pario 
pulcherrimo, nonnullae e granifo, et mixto, praeter duas ^rtwds cofoMius eximias valvis Hasitieae 
proximas, quae habent palmos septem in crassitudine et integrae sunt, e marmore affncano spe¬ 
ciosissimo inaestimabilis quidem praedi, et decoris nullibi unquam simifei per Urbem neque per 
orbem repertae, quae usque hodie Basilicam ingredientibus ceruMnfMf. 

Sed et minorum navium columnae habebant in alistudine patmos tiginli sex et semissem, tn 
crassitudine vero habebant patmos quatuor, aliquae e pario marmore, nonnullae vera e granito et 
mixto etegantissimo. quorum omnium praedictorum nonnulla usque hodie monumenta ex dimidiata 
quae adhuc superesi Basilica risuniur. 

In capite autem cuiusque navis ei ordinis columnarum ad occidentem unus fornix, sive arens 
erat, qui sibi transversam navem cum abside coniungehant. Eatenus ipsi quinque fornices ux 
parastalis sustentabantur; medianae vero navis fornix maximus praeter duas parastatas duabus 
etiam magnis columnis ipsis parastalis adhaerentibus suffulciebatur, quem fornicem an¬ 

tiqui arcum triumphalem ivcabaut. 

Sed et ipsa Basilica antiquitus multas ianuas sii'« portas habebat, nam in ^rirfthus ad orien¬ 
tem habuit portas quinque videlicet in mediana nari portas tres, aequalis /«ifi/Mdinit singulae pal¬ 
morum tnginfi novem, et aequalis latitudinis singulae palmorum sexdecim. In duabut vero an¬ 
terioribus minoribus naribus ex utroque latere medianae navi proximis portas duas aequalii alti¬ 
tudinis, singulae palmorum ctginfi octo, ei aequalis latitudinis singulae palmorum qualuordeetm. 

Porta vero, quae dicitur sancta in sinistra flasilicae parte addita in posteriori «ac» sinistra ad 
aquilonem, quae dicitur Vultus saucii ■■■ est altitudinis palmorum uxdecim, tatiludinis \ero pal¬ 
morum decem. Sed in parietibus a dextero Basilicae latere ad mendum portas quinque, et toti¬ 
dem a sinistro, nec altitudinis, nec latitudinis aequales, per quas postea ad quasdam Eccletias 
sire Oratoria circa Basilicam adaptati fuerunt aditus. In panetihus autem tn transversa Basilicae 
parte ad occidentem portas duas habuit simtiiler, et ad meridiem portam unam aequalis altitudinis 
singulae palmorum decem. 

Habuit etiam ipsa Basilica muitas fenestras magnas omnes uptuaginta duas, videlicet in me¬ 
diana navi in fronte Basilicae ad orientem fenestras septem, tres in primo, et tres in secundo or- 
diiu, singulae aequalis altitudinis palmorum riginiiduorum, et aequalis latitudinis singulae pal¬ 
morum qiiatuordecim et semissem, praeter septimam, quae constabat ex diametro palmis quatuor- 
decim. In parietibus tero ex utroque dexterae ei sinistrae eiusdem medianae navis partibus ha- 
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hm! vipth duM ••ndfcim ad mfhdUm. Mid<!m ad aquilonem eiusdem aUihtdinis tt 

UMmhms f>raad,elarum. arquah s^oHo ranlra « inmeem postlas W * >et:ioHe « resfiicenJes. 
Jm paetofionm varo m.uorum nastum pantlihus a dextr.s ei a stuisiris etiam vi^h,!, duas, unde 
nm ad mersdUm. H Midam ad aquilonem aequali spolio, etiam contra se iumtem positas et e re- 
none te retpieieuUs. ttngulae aequalis altiiudims palmorum duodecim, et semtssem. Iu trans¬ 
porta ettam nam habuit/mettras soxdeeim eiusdem atittudiuis/enestratum maioris navis Hasificae, 
orto ad dexteram ot orto ad sinistram, /n dextera in parietibus ad meridiem duas, ad orientem 
tres, ad ocadeutem tres, eontra te invitem positas, rt e regione se invicem respicientes. In sinistra 
ttmtlUtr orto videlitrt in panetibus ad aquilonem duas, ad orientem Ires et ad occidentem tres, 
pars modo contra se invtcem positas, e* e regione se respicientes. In abside etiam habuit fenestras 
quemque circum circa abttdem potitas, occidentem respicientes, singulae aequatis altitudinis pal 
morum texdectm rt laietudinis palmorum undecim. 

ipsa vero Ratslica tota ex tatenbus coctis constructa erat, cuius muri crassitudo patmos ««i» 
rt semtsttm. rt aliU septem aut orto non excedebat, et a pavimento usque ad summitatem parietum 
et laquearia tata ex musivo ac variis picturis veteris «i noin testamenti depicta caeiataque erat. 

Sed et trtsus Basilicae tectum ligneum erat, e magnis tignis quadratis abiegnisque tabulis dolatis 
laqueatum, atque imbricatum- Medianae vero navis et transwrsae crucis lectum magnis aereis 
tegulis uxquipedalibus preciosistimit ex aere corinihio deaurato opertum erat. Jtetiquaram vero 
minorum mavium ex laUnetis imbricibus coelis tantum opertum fuerat, quorum aliqua adhuc mo- 
mmeuta tmpersunt. 

Pavimentum autem magnii ac eximiis marmoribus rotundis ac quadratis, et variarum forma¬ 
rum erat rtratum. et variis etiam coloribus albis porphireticis aegiptyacis granitis et deauratis erat 
oeraneulaimm atque exornatum. Sed ei quadri porticus ut supra commemoravimus, ante frontem 
Batoheae erat cuius adhuc duae integrae supersunt partes, et in medio quadripartitae porticus 
atrium magnum sub divo altus marmoribus magnis quadris stratum, quod habet in longitudine 
ante factem Battlkae patmos ducentas, tt in atrii medio fons aquae vivae erat, quae ex pulcher¬ 
rimo aeneo labio corrivabatur ... 

Porro anterior pars quadripartitae porticus inter Basilicae frontem, et ip.ium atrium inieriecta 
adhuc integra habet in longitudine palmos ducentos octiiaginta quinque ad mensuram Itiiitudinis 
Battluae. ut in laMudtne ante facie Basilicae palmos quinquaginta tres, et in altitudine quinqua¬ 
ginta qmnque usque ad tectum, quod equidem parietibus frontis Basilicae, et a facie atrii decem co¬ 
lumnis cum duabus parastatis in utroque porticus extremo existentibus sustentatur ... ac Hias de¬ 
cem columnas potilai tn faciem templi Salomonis alludere indentur. 

Sed el ipsarum decem columnarum medio ostium aeneum est contra medianam Basilicae por¬ 
tam. supra quod Brati Petri Apostohrum Principis marmorea .slatiM in trono sedentis posita ... 
eum legminc aemeo duabus eotumms porphirectkis sustentato ... 

Sed et dextera et sinistra quadripartitae porticus paries ex utroque atrii latere videlicet ad me¬ 
ridiem et ad aquilonem fuerunt longitudinis palmorum ducentorum quinquaginta sex ad mensu¬ 
ram tougitudinn atrii, in latitudine vero singulae habebant palmos quadraginta ei unum, et in¬ 
trinsecus a facit alrii singulae habebant columnas Iresdccim cum suis capitulis Corinthiis, ei for- 
mcihut loto perishliofum. cxtrinxetus vero totidem parastates latericios contra columnas positos, 
tum luti fvrmcibui aequali spatio inter columnas contra te inmcem positus, el e regione se respi- 
eienus, parietes et tectum pariter lustinentet. 

Posterior vero pars quadripartitae porticus, quae in alni fronte ad orientem et super Basilicae 
gradus est, CUIUS aliquae adhuc supersunt partes, pluribus columnis el parastatis cum fornicibus 
lustentatur et tnlfinsetalur, el habet tn longitudine palmos ducentos ocluaginta quinque ad men¬ 
suram latUudimi Basilicae, et in latiludiue anU faciem alni ad orientem palmos ocluaginta unum. 
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Porro a facie atrii aU occidentem in mediana parle porticus habet portas tres inlKi (/««Mitior para- 
statas interiectas et binas hinc inde columna», el singulas hinc inde parastata» in iilmque porticus 
e.tlrenio singulos angulos porticu» riniiuugetUes et tertum »ustineHte»\ et a Jacit graduum «tii orien¬ 
tem habet portas ires contra praedicta* ad occidentem aequali spatio positas marmoreis pnsHhus 
cum valvis aenei» et qualuor eoiumni» exornatas ... 

In latere vero huius porticus dexlero intrinsecus aJ meridiem aulae pro ministris et Hasiltcae 
ianiforibns erant, ei a .sinistro ad aquilonem turri» campanaria muttis el />erKra«iiiifiHs 
exornata. 

Tectum etiam totius quadripartitae porticus, sicut el Basilicae ligneum eral, latuitis dolatis 
laqueatum, el imbricibus iMMjfMis e latere coctis etiam opertum, el aequati» altitudinis palmorum 
quinquaginta erat, praeter illam partem ultimo commemoratam in qua portae tre* ad anentem 
super gradus eraut, quae caeleris paulo eminenitor fuit, in qua Ires magnae /enestrae erant, per 
ifuas summos Pontifices diebus eotemnihu* populum in platea existenlem benedicere solere coniici- 
tur. Uornm omnium nouuulla vestigia usque hodie conspiciuntur ... 

Ante supradicta» Ires ianuas dictae postiori* partis quadripartitae porticus ad orientem area 
magna super gradus usque hodie integra superest, in latitudine /lorliiritrn pal 

mos septuaginta sex, el in longitudine palmos ducentos ad mensuram latitudinis atrii, 
quadris marmoribus strata ... 

Deinde gradus pergrandes marmorej ante 4«clu>« <ir<-«nM adhuc supersunt, per i/iio« ud Basili 
cam ascenditur, omnes numero iriginlaquiuqne in quinque praecinctionibus, tive orJinil»i» disln- 
bttfi... qui simul omnes ... couiuncli in *oio sunt latitudini* ante aream palmorum nunai/iHlM r/witi- 
que, longitudinis vero palmorum ducenlorum ad mensuram aereae el atrii, adeo ut pe* 

.sanctae crucis, qui solo figi solet minoris latitudini* sit eum in terra plantari debeat... 

Ante dictos denique Basilicae gradu* magna e*l etiam Platea ... quam maiores nostri coritna 
iiti/c porlica sancit Petri vorabant, in qua olim fuit magnus fons porphireticus a .Svmniacho papa 
erectus... circa quam plateam fuerunt pulcherrimae domus, inter quas Juit xenodochtum a Beato 
f»V(fjjori'o primo extriicluni pro schola cantorum ... quod iani diu exoletum, et tu domum conversum, 
Pius (Juarfus Pontifex Maximus ampliamtae dictae plateae gratia disiecit, insuper et licclesiam 
Sancti (iregorij, et alleram, quae prope erat, sanctae Mariae Virgariorum (lene ahiecias diruit.„ 

Wliilc! on llio wliole reinarltiihly reliiible, a few o( Alfarano'» «UlcMUcntH warrant nome dmihl. 

Il<* wai, after all, ncithttr lui arrliitect nor primnrily f-oncorneil wilh architut lurnl mattor» or 
tL*niiinolo(i;y. Morcover, by the lime he beramc* iiivolvpil willi Old St. iMcr a, in llu* 1540», 
inost of the Western liaU of tlie basilica, incliidinK tlu; Iransi-pl, ha<l iwen or wa» abool to lie 
(lemolishccl; wlicn, lliirly ycars later, lie coinjMiHcd Ihe nianuscript, these parta Wcre Rone an<l 
his memory inay have tleceived hlin. Hem e, iiot UntiR an archite t, iic m rosionully is satisfinl 
with a summary stateineul; all rapitals were Corintliian - wc know w»m» were «heiiiatic , 
ult sliafts in the nuve are 5 palmi in diameter and 40 palmi high, whereas tliey rungeil (rom as 
little as 4|/j to as mucli as 5.1.a palmi in diameter arui (rom 3H.H.3 to palmi in helght'; 
tho vvliote rhiirch waa buiit «d briek, whereas Ijoth the arehaeologh al evideiicc and frrimaldi s 
observations roiiuUU! in establisliing tliat at least aome parta W'ere l)nilt in opus listatum^. 
Along witli hiicli inacciiraiies, outright errora aeeiii to have slippeil into the texi; the eolnnuis 
of the exedra-sc reena earried, witneas tlic graphie cvhleiice and contrary to AHarano, an enta- 
blalnre rallier than arrhes (" ... columnU el lolidem parastatis cum suis/ornicthun ...'’) * unlesa 
he ineani bliml relieving arclies, that the trinmphal arrh waa supp«»rte«i by eolumns alongaide 

' In IhU iMPrlim), w» «lii.iion Ih» lmla»«loii .il vimO, ‘hti- *" '*"• 

* Abov*, ISA, nnil Wlow, iij, 

• Al.|.*»ASii, «Imr» 108 ; Ini tli* «TAphlc «viitoiK*, briow. Ji) «nd H. «>«. 


«ay. 







Ihi‘ T-picrs. HUt-ii ...fornix maximus praeter duas parastatas duahns moRtits co¬ 

lumnis ipsis parastafis adhaerentibus susfentaluttur... '), is Jikcwisc contradictcd by cont«>mpi> 
rary pl.ins and *; on thc oihrr hand. hc failed to mention the roluninnr strocns 

in each of the aisie op<>ninss towards thc «raiiscpt, attestcd to by that samc praphic cvidence *. 

thc oJd structure. whoUy or in part.s, sunived into tiic late sixteentli century. .\1- 
farano. between fhe remains hc saw and measured and the soiirres he read. arrive<i at reliablc 
rcsults In the atrium hc iioted thc Pi#'iia and its baldarrhino, the latter resting on ciglil 
porphvry columns. surmounted by a bron*e vanit with pearorks and dolphins, and enclosed 
by marblc plaqucs detorafed with griftins the plaques werc removed in 1574- The West 
portico along thc fayade likewisc remained, snpported by ten roliimns and two end piers — 
did Dosio (fig. 2ir) add, or did .Alfaratto ontit, two rohimns attached to these piers? Of tlic cast 
portico. the gatehotise was standing as well as the tianking bays northand soutli, Iriple-arraried. 
each trith two colutnns placed bctwccn piers and comer piers, " binas hinc inde columnas, et 
singulas hinc inde parastatas in utroque porticus extremo singulos angulos porticus coniungen- 
Us..."* — an cighth or niiith centiiry rather than a Constantinian design. The north and 
soiith portiroe.s, arrording to Alfatano, wcre supported carh b\' thirteen coluinns with forin 
tliiau capitaJs and by corresponding wall piers, both carryiiig arches, “ ...intrinsecus a facie 
atrii ... columnas ireJecim cum suis capitulis Corinthiis et fornicibus ... extrinsecus vero totidem 
parastates latericias contra columnas positas cum suis fornicibus intro columnas contra se invicem 
positos... thc length of thc p<»rtiroes he gives as 256. tiieir depth .as 41 palmi (.57-19 and q-ib m- 
rcspcctivcly)». Giveii the prccision of these indications on llie one hand. and the disappearance 
o/ these laterai porticoes in the fifteentii contnry on tJie ollier*. one inclines lo believe that 
Al/arano knew some visual evidence. possildy parts walled up beliind the late llanking fa^ades- 
FinalJy. Alfarano provides informatiun about the front of the gatehouse faring the piazza: 
somrtvhat higher than the porticoes of the atniim, ‘ ...caeteris paulo eminentior... its three 
doors had marble frames donated by Xicholas V — (irimaldi read lu.s name on tlie arrhitra- 
vrs V in between rose four < olumns. and three large Windows ojM;ncd on the upper floor — 
a doubtful point since .sixteenth centun,- drawings show sntall Windows surrouiuled by the mosaic 
of Paul I». The rampanile to the north flank of thc gatehouse is but briefly ineiilioned 
Otherwisc bis description is furtlicr e.\plained by his pians- 

Karonu». writing in 1592 or shortly before, observed with grcat«;r precision tlic column 
basos differed from each other. thc sliafts variwl in material, the capitals Were of different 
orders. and the entablaturc and the doorsills heterogeneous; in brief, the materials were all 
spoiis». In the second edition of fhe Annales. 1594. he added that in tcaring down the apse 
a number of bipedales were found tn silu bearing the brickstamp of Constantine 

Gnmaldi took his notes wliile the last Constantinian remains Were pulled down and they 
add a good deal of pertinent Information, notwithstanding a few passages so far defying a full 


■ Acr.s**,,. abM, « «ko IM.. XXXVII I. 

' IVSn.. «4 1. mMUdStx. mu. 

• Hrkm. 4j,t 
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“ H4SUI.I.,, AmmiUi ueUtlmtui. III. Kome. 1394, 4,0. 

" IM. Rumt. „94. u,, (,„umU,«I) p,*, oI Indr*. iddit»a (o p. 447 C . 


understanding. Hc saw Ilic loundation walU. boili south and u..rtl,, „ir t.,nn. r to 

bc thc w-.lls of Nero s cinus, tlic laltcr to be Constantinian. «M H.c (ornirr. t.c pvrs UcIruI 
■and wulth, 411; and 14 pji,„i and 3.12 m.) * rcspcclivcly. as wcll u„. i,.vct ot il,c 

foumliition sctiiark, 30 palmi (h.tu) in.) bclow grniind. OI thc lound.ition to Ihc norih hc mra 
snred only the >\'idlh. 14 palmi*. A swond poini icgariling llicsr w.ilU is 1 .--, , h-.u. When 
thc foiindation trenches for the sonlh < amp.inilc wcre dug in ii.tJt hc s-iw, >0 hc ^ys 

the ( onstantiman w.ill given thc location. it iniist tiavc ticcn t1i.it ol thc alrniin resting 
011 fiU; 50 painu ilown hc saw whal hc Micved to br a slicci pavcincnt; bidow, thc lill. i.nliniu-d 
.-inothcr 40 palmi, lo thc bearing soii at 135 painu. ■...fundati erant supra terram motam sicut 
inspectum est lu jundando novo campanile ad nteridiem... iiivrnrrnii/ viam puhluam silice straiam 
subtus terram ad palmos ^o. terram molam ad palnun <10, solidam argillam ad palnuis 1 
The piLssage is not quite ciear but it may mean that he saw below thc fl.igstonc |.;uement thc 
fill, and bclow that thc bearing soil. Another pass.ige in want of interpretat ion coii. erns lUc 
buihling material of tlic walls. I.ikc everyone elsc, he . aUs Iheiu bri. k hui a.lds that tlic 
the outer and upper Walls, and the faeade wcre bnilt of pieces »I brick und tiil.i. ' ...laterum 
tophariimque fragmentis ... ' Were thc Wall» tlicn in their upper parts bnilt of opus listatum' 

\\e know after all only the very bottnni <d the rUing w.ills. Or did hc scc repaiis- Or, >Ud hc 
refer to ilie ronrrete lill betwwm the brick faies? WV liavc lo conclude willi a rt«i»i liquet. 

fn other respeds his information is not opeii to question. The (olonnailcs .md entablaturc 
were cutnposcd of spuils. The tWo lirsi columns counting from llie faqade were of a/ncuno 
marble and reuseil in the portico of the new chtinh; thc third and lourlh cohimns on citlier 
side Were ol uiipulished ^orta sunta’’; of tlic bases, luany diil nol Iit thc coliimiis: i>f thc c.ipdaU 
some were finished. others remained in the rough; on tw'o cajhtaU on thc gatehouse ihcrc wcre 
portrails of the einperor Hailrian. capitella parhm ahsotiila. parlim imperfecta. Hases 
multae columnis apsimilis ... in duabus columnis ... in valvis pro foribus basilicae m 

capitellis siniilacrum Hadriani imperatoris "'*. .Another capital bore an insiription o( a Vc 
stiarius .Alliarus; a basc. the epitapli o( a Koman scjldier’- -And on thc cnlalil.it ure cinild hc 
read the (ragments of an inscriplion of Trajan's in large letlcring rcfciiing to Titus, " /« 
magnis marmoribus ;aplwrum sustinentibus super capileltos columnarum mediae navis fragmenta 
cuiusdam nobilis inscriptionis aiictnus praesiantissimi aedificii... literis liomaiiis palmi unius 
cum duobus tertiis erant huius modi ... ’ ,\ (ew of (irim.ildi s notes refer lo thc state of tlic 

church and to repairs. The overhang of the Wall» he notes Was 5 palmi *. t ... more than .\n 
tonio da S.in Gallo's measiirement seventy years before"*. Of the swotid pair ol nave columns 
counting from the fayade. both were romposerl of two pieces of ( arr.ira marble. And iH-twecn 
base and shaft of the Southern column a coin ul l.ouis I of Anjoii was found pnwd that ih.it 
cohimn was replaied around 1370”. Heluw the pavement, composed of marble fragments, 
as he saW'it. another floor was found, "... vermiculato opere"'*, and lience, not as Grimaldi 
thought Constantinian. but presmnably eleventh to thirteenth lentury. Lastly and perlup» 

' Ghiuai.m, tii.iriiisnt, 441 I., c. 406*. 
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191* wiilth, 184 fiilm). The measurements from the Peni/.zi ilrawings, UA 11'. ink and 
«an^nc. L'A 119' and’, and Alfaranos plan. to be discussed next, ha ve been tabulatcd iii 
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2lft __CO«Pl-S »ASItlCABl’.M « tIRISTIAN-ARUM SOMAR 

WTiiJc bcst knmm. Al/arano s cn^avpd piari (hg. 195), takrn by itspli, is far less reliabJe. 
First, thc engraving. donc in i5f<9-9". oniy transfers on tt> the copper piate a drawing now lost 
preparcd in 15;!; thus it is second-h.ind Sccond, ihis drawing itself d.-ifes after the de- 
moiiuon of the Western portion.s of tlie old churrJi. except the apse and its front Wall. The 
transept and the Western half of nave and aisles )iad been gone sinre 1538 or .shortly thercafter- 
Alfarano. in Rome from 1544 or somewhat beforc, miglit stili have seen retnain.s. but h.irdJy 
measured thein >. Third, .stnirtural features to hini werc of Ie«er import tlian liturgical elements 




PIlilKO 


21 V 

and elcvation containcd therein. However. Alfarano * plan in ils"two f 

of 157» and the engraving _ pi,,, down some elements not Aurvcyed clsewhcre the 
to. though not the shape of. the annular crypt beneath the nrised apse alJthe nnn 1 
- threc - ascending to the latter, both in the engraving and in the Urawing- anJ^nTdral'’^ 
the cxact position of the mu,n dmsorio. the Wall built in 153H on the line of the elevent^ * 

::t::™n;:t::;r:f -ward ret^^i.. o, .he’;;^ 

-i. tco8, were we.i 1»:^ :n^;;r:nd 

Jhe wC the ^leven intcreolumniations of nave and aisles; the atrium and it* gatehou^ 
the landmg and the steps ascending from the pia*/a. For the nave and aisle, thi» pla„ to bc 
sure contribules httle new Information. On the other hand, it seems to be tlic £,t 
avadable for the atrium. Narthex, rourtyard and cantharus on the plan 00"^*^^ 
evidcnce avadable cisewherc. The plan also renders the porticoe* north and Tuth 
s^ndmg to Alfarano s description; only the opening of the outer walU in pier* and obvlously 
arches rematns unexplained and we cannot accept i, a* evidence. For L structuri S' 
n.ating the atnum eastward and on ”* 

the out-side, facing latiding and piaz- 
za. his plan and description are the 
most complete soiirce. In the iniddie 
rose the gatehmise. communicating 
With both rotirtyard and landing 
Ihrotigh triple gatcways divided 
by piers; inside, a diaphragm arch 
halved its depth, - a full 81 palmt, 
onc recaUs. On either side, the 
gatehousu was flanked by doublcrl 
slrurtiires; West towards the court- 
yard, lialls, half the depth of the 
gatehoiise. each opened in a triple 
arcade resting on half-piers and two 
columns; ea.st, backing the lialls, 
unexidained slrurhires. the one north 
enclosing the campanile- Finally. 
in front. ihe landing .and step.* 
asceiKlfd froin the piazza. 

ft) SeCTIOX A.Vf) elevatioxs 

Antonio da Sangallo the Younger's 
building project for the muro 4t- 
visorio, UA ur, whether drawn 
by liiin or a meinher ol his work- 
shop, provides the only surviving 
tneastired section of the old nave 
(fig. 196). A 10 palmi scale and the 
note 40 palmi*, giving the width 

' The «e«lr nieuumiKnu Uhen by n> *ivr only 3BI1 ftlm wMib. 



5. ivt. Peter'5, .\nlonio da Sangallo llie Younger, elevatkm ol 
muro diviforin and section of CuiisoinlinUn nave. 




















of rhf opt-ning planncd in thf intirt) Jix-tsonn, provide tlic basis for cstablishin^ tlic hcifjht and 
thicknrss of the Coastantinian rlorcstory «aUs. thc Iieiglif of nave loliiinns base, shaff. 
rapital — and rntablatiire, thc projeotion of its crmvninp cornice an<! the southward overhang 
of both cjcnrsiorj,’ w-atJs. Excepting fhe lattcr, wifh <lie written notaliun j';, (mimi, and 
gis-cn bolh thc «aaJe of the lirawing. r : 1J3. and its character a hnislied drawing done 
in the studio, ratlirr than on the site — all measnrements taken from the drawing can at 
best bc approximate. .Morco\er, thc drawing being a projcct for tlie muro divisnrio, Sangalto 
enrisagrd an order of pdasters and half-pila-ster.s a.s tali as tJic Constantinian nave roloiinade, 
but rising from bases with pJinths and siib-plinths much highcr jointly than the fonsfanti- 
nian ba.se.s and plinths. these lattcr in his drawing he changed to thc new design prestimably 
he planned to use a stucco covering- Indeed, while on l’A rai. base. plinth and sub-plinlh of 
the nasT columns. bofli north and south. on tlie edge of the drawing total to. 5 palmi (i.tj 
m.) in hrighl or ca- 4 palmi (o-i^ m ) witiiout thc sub-pliiitb, the Con.stantinian base and 
plinth, a.s prcser\-cd on the muro Jn>isono north of renter, are oniy 0.584 m. liigh. In short, 
the SangaJIo drawing. in drtails anvhow. is less reUable than it seeins at firsl glanre. The ilguies 
given on l’.A i.’r are rabiilated on the following chart (A.F.): 
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l’A 121: rtadiHfs /reiw grapkk scaif of 10 palmi 
Graphic scalc oqiials: 0.0 

ciear width at base of clcrestory, 0.207 m. in. 

thickncss of eleresfory walj. o.iui m. 
width of nave cenfer to renter 
ht from pavemrnt to snfhl of architrave, 0.142 m. 
ht. iif eiitablaturc. 0.026 m. 
hi. li> liottom of truss, 0.4095 m 
th. of boitoui chord of trusa, n.008 m 
deviation frorn vertical. o.io m., wrillen thmcnsioii p. 
ciear wiilih uf nave at window .sili, measunng inscribed 
hnrs, 0.294.S in. 
ht. to nindow siU. 0.345 tf- 
ht of Windows, 0.076 m. 

». of Windows, 0.43 m. 
bt. of c<il sliafts, 0.112 in. 
ht. of nips . 0.0145 ni. 


4')-77 


26.66 

1509 

5.0.? 


inh.o 

4.S0 


26.6 

15-3 

39-9 


1 ^- 






ObvioHsly. all being spoils, plinths and ba.ses and likewise 
lapilais, colutnn shait.s and pieces of entablature varied in 
height and prolih- throughout the biiilding. l,'.\ ijo', in Pe 
ruz/4 s hand, shows tliis and provides arhlitional «lata regartling 
the elevation (fig. 197). NVxt to tlic drawing of a colutnn shaft, 
39' , palmi high. hcnce from the nave and to be disciissed later, 
he sketehed a column giving its shaft that same height, but 
providrd it with plinth. base. < apital and the frieze and archi¬ 
trave of an entablature. Measnrements both accompany the 
sketfh and are added up eisewhere on thc sheet: Ihe base and 
Its plinth. 3-, palmi (0.7S4 m.); the shaft. 39',i palmi-, the 
arclutrave and fneze, b'. palmi - the height of the crow^ning cornice 

base, 4« . palrm (10.91 m.); of the order ,0 the soffit of the cornice, 54 (12.04 m.). 


I,. „ pr.--, B. Prruwi. 

Cufi--i.<ini,ian nave cotufuiade, 
►Inatiun «nd rvhunn ihalt. 
1524 27- 


capital, 5* 
be» ause of 


Elevations »if the nave .ue preservr»! in 
the drawings rh.ne by Tassell, and < opi. »! 
for Grim.ihlis cmlircs, surh as Marti. 

•at- 2733- fiiven Grim.il<ii’s iiilerests. 
anli.iu.irian and liiiirgir.,| rather than 
structural. these remleriiigs fotus iiii thc 
tmirals in tlie part of the nave surviving 
until 1608. In passing, as it were, flu-v 
give Ihr niimber of cohiinus .ind Windows 
and sonie architectural details, siith a.s 
the Gofhic window trarcry. but proviile 
no inforrn.ition regarding the measure 
inents. In our context they entribute 
but little- The same holds of thr 
Gnmaldi renderings <jf the inner fa<,ades 
of nave and aisles and of the muro 
rfn-t.sfo-10 iraversing nave and aisles'. 
hiiially, there are the srheriiatic re- 

~-~-s 

.1 - , =’ < i>edesl.ils carr>ing the c«>lumns in theanades vparating the inner 

and outer aisles; the openiiigs in the walls rising from tliesr ait.oles the nu.l » c 

r!ilinr Uu-original, amrihe"'de,y 

railmg. conveying an indicatio.! of the width of the nave cornice. 



c) \Trws 

vi,™,. d,m„ wl„k N™ Sl. Prtv,-. .. 

o 1... Vh„,. l,. Wliilc ,„ea.u,ahl, „i,h p,-iviva. a 

of in omalion rvga,d,n« ihv pla„. ,|vva,i„„ and pr.,p.,r,i„„, „1 ,l„. |,a„|i,a 

.h ..'".“''f* it da.« p,e,umal.lv from ,a. „„ i. 

hv Shnn,- n( s.,„, „„ .g, p,,,, _ ... 

ing and hv surmnnnting ar.l.itec.nral dv.n.nl,: Ihn (all niche „1 th.. a, much a. 

rZ.VaTdo^r P»'™™'! o Inw lomard .. . cnpl.nacd, 

.ni tt^i 's ■ . projectio.., pos.sibly the gold rross .lonated by Constantine 

oI^^UT wri;."' r."tr"7' baldaichino. the 

. I , ,. ' ^ colurnus; a corona ba.iging from the top of the 

“kZ ,7 r;r * ■"... 1 sm.. 

side of th •" ‘he intercolumniations on either 

stclc of the balda.-ch.n«: and figures in front of them. two .nen to the Icft (i.e. on the 
honourable s.de of the shrine). two women to the right- 




mooc. Si to. ioav.,o,rfc tg. „ (ge. ..j.-.h.), ig. „ 
r courrx « a» IHiU.. .. < ,*. 4„*. ,c. 

ji4 «nd b^fofe vi»d 3^9, 


R. 












Fig. St. Fcter'i. Aiuinymmii, rlovenlh rpnlury. Cmi- 
stanluiiiin basilica, fafatlf. 


In our coiilext. of likf iinpurtumc is tlir 
dratvinK in iJic elcvciitli ccnlury Farfa Co¬ 
dex at Elon. ntitwith.standin^' Ihc dis^ iirsiv** 
presentafion, the abhreviations and <011- 
trartions that inark all incdirvaJ tfj)rcseiit- 
ations of arrhiterliiri* (hf». njij). Tlic nave 
fayade lonfinuos iininterrtipted hy a nir- 
nire into flir Irianfjiilar f{ahlp. It is purcetl 
by oniy one row of iJiree windtAVs tvere 
thereonly that matiy, or are tlicy t fjiUractrtl 
from six? Tlip roof of the narthex in front, 
niarkecl as il is hy thri-e sinall #;ables, sur- 
pe.sts in typical mcdievai ahbreviatioii the 
Jateral porticoes of the atrium and the 
porch projet-ting from the narthex; just as 
the peacoeks on the roof seem to have tlown 
tJiere from the Cantharus. The verv pres- 
enre in the drawing of the tifth cenliiry 
mosaic on the fagade makes it ohviou.s that 
we are stili ronfronted with the Cunstanti- 
nian fai^ade. 

Xext in lime and by-passing the niany 
schematic, abbreviated or fanctfui repre- 
sentations of fourteentb and early tifteenth 
1'enmry date — is Jehan Foiupiets vie\v of 
the interior'. Contained in his Crand^s 
ChroHiptes lU Ffancf. ai. 1.^)5, it is 
based in all likelihood on a drawing 
done between 1443 and 1447 hLs Irip 
to Italy (fig. 200). One see» tlie Western 
hnlf of the nave willi thirteen coliimns 
<m either side; the surmuunting cntab- 
lature. its lop apparently uwd for a 
ratwalk and protecled by a railing: the 
rlerestory, cight winrlows soufh and six 
north and thus evid4!ntly not eorrespon- 
ding to the intereoluinniations below; 
rows of eoliimns .separating tlje ai.sles, 
diinly visihie beyond the nave rolon- 
nades; the triuniphal arrh. resting on 
strong piers - the enfahlature conti¬ 
nues onto them - and siirmoiinted by 
the high, baro West gahle of the nave; 
and an open truss roof. Heyond the 
triumpha! arch, at a dLstance marking 



«fc», £J. 


the dr|)lh of the lrani«-pt. appears thr ai>v. its op. ninB lowrr than ih.U ot il.r irmmphxl arrh tis 

Wall pierresi by fivrround lopprsl winihnvs. lillcdwitli tr,..etv Wtole . m iHad Mid 

capitaLs and rntablalure anii unrriiahir in pla< iiik ilir nave wiinbe.v-; .ind in rend.-rni*t ihr i.roiM.r 
tions. tlie miniature tonvev- * 

a smJ idra .d the ..v. rsn 
ak|>e<'t ol the iiilrriwi 

In the bc *_:„-rjund of an 
.■Uorttlirm t ' " ^ ’ JJ dat atife 
abtjut i4<p. .in<l .itiributed 

the loledii Moxeiini <.1 Art 
l ulerlo, Ohlo, .ipp. . 

the earhe^l kit' . u ■ Ju' of 
Oh! ■■'I. I'e|er' (hB iol) 

Itrawn in ji.-sjte.tive 

and unrcliable m detail, it 
nonetliele>' jtr*--—ds with 
remarkahie i laritv thr oul 
stunding feature- .>1 iJie ujd 
basilica: to thr nght. the taU 
gatrhouse. folhiWrti by tlie 
side walls of the atrium; 
then the narti—>. the (aeadr 
of the basilit a with IWo r*" - 
of Windows, slrange as it i». six to--«h r •• -aveito atoji the f;v;4«le surnutunled hy a 

triaiignlar gahle, ojiened in an ■■'ulm, Ihe nave Hs . leiesinry with oniv seven vsttwt.c^-. ajj 
filled with gotliK trarery. the nave rind lerininaied ai its westrrn einl hy the sioj).- .d a hip 

r«M>f. the vtiith aisie, its wmdsj'’ ag---‘b t..,thir tia.erv jiattly hiddrn hy ■ Iu|m-!s. surli a« 

the chajtel ol .^ixliis IV, rasily ideiitifirsi the ot>e|isk aml the rotumla ol b. M.iiia ilelU* l•ebbre, 
formrrly S. .Andrea, finally th. Iransepi. min h lower liian tlie nave, us i<>o|, mth .-il. so b-e 
.1« to slope from iindentrath the rav.-. !;r.. td tlie nave ro<d at ils westein emi It u iir.;j:;v-.hle 
lo teli whether or not the painler marked win!!u“ in the Iraiivjd vsalls liut. thoiigh hit 
possihly rxaggerated it, hr «tbvioudy raught one of thr leatiires that mosl lmp:r5^--d him. tlia 
difference in height fieiwren nave amt tran*rj»i>. 

.Most impr»*ssivr and most rriiahir is .i gfttuj) ,,l xrduU done hy M.irten van c*: 

during his sojouni in Komr. 1532 15 TIk- nujority aie lonlained iii the two voIuhkc jI a 
skett hlNHik of his, ikm in tlie lietltn Kupfeisth hkalniielia lew siatiere<i «mec are in the 
.Alirerlina in Vienna, at SIim khoim and at Chalsworth. 

His interior vicw of the nave ihrrhn II , (. 52', hg. 2«»2) is I<m usreil 011 Ihe ruing parts 
of New St. IVter s and, in its « ente;, Itrainante shrme emlmiire, Ihe fri,'wriMm f rjc:.»ng 
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2,, COHITS R«II,I^RIM . tmiSTU N AHfM RO MA»- _ 

picrs and arrh« slnnd to their fuJI heiRfit. the casUVani couneerpiers to a hcifilit of rouRhly 
13 m Bcliind the feg„r,um on eithcr Md*> cxK^nds thc West wall of fhr- old transept. In the 
fore- and middie-ground right and Irft rise the rei.iains of the old nave: ftrst, columns 
nine to twelve, all wifh pliiilh-s, K.-es and Corinthian lapitals; above, the eiitablature 
comiKTsed of aixliitrave. frie/e and projccting brarkcled eornire, north and south apparently 
diffenns in profile; lastly. the iippcr Walls. with a doiible ticr of murals. as in Grimaldi s 
drdvvings, «ith Windows over the niiith and cleventh intereolumiiiatioii!. and wifh murals 
singlr figures betwcen- Colonnade and eiitablature continue belitnd the counterpiers 
with rolumns si.vteen. seventeen. cighteen; of the three rolumns reinoved in building the counter- 
piers. two h> on the groiind at the foot of the sonth lountcrpier- Another shaft. Iialf-hidden 
by the fifreenth century organ loft and a piece of entablature further West, hc at the foot of 



i. St. P«er'(. H««raakmlc. intn-iiic of Constaiiiinian nave ai 
with Uramiuites tiguritun, ca. iS3>3f> 


the northera ronnterpiVr; it is probably the sl.aft sket, hrd by fVruzzi. I A i^t>r. Stili 
further on. behind the southeast cros-sing pier of Xe%v St. Peter .s, appears the T pier terminat- 
ing the ^uth colonnade. The northward tongue of the T is haJf-rlemolished. as is the south 
tongue of the north pi.-r opposite; but its east tongue renxains standing. and the surmounting 
{u^e of entalihature ,n «/« suggests that at least the la.si coluntn south. twcntv two. must aJso 

TK r^ 

loV .ITO .„H tki. risht aisles al right a.,gte 


2 « 


he. drew the structure from about Ihc same 
point, the colonnades West of the muro diiisnrro 
were gonc; oniy the Ugurium and. barking it, 
the apse and fragnients of the transi-pi Wall on 
either side were left (fig. zoy). 

Heem-skerrk's Storkholm drawing (fig- 103) 
provides better evidern e for the Iransept- Stand 
ing in ihc exedra at the end of the north Iran 
sept, hc saw cinse to hiin the two culumns and 
the Western half-pier of the exedra sereeti, tlv 
colutnns with veined niarble shafl» and <'ompo 
sile capitals, the snrinounting arcliitrave with 
three fasciae. Beyond and to the right. Iie .saw 
the West Wall of the transept. its top stili 
visible over the center of Ilrainante s 'heine. 
and a window with Irarery, near the niiddU- 
of the north wiiig. 'Io the left, he saw hr»t 
the West pilaster of Ffrainante's northeast ctoss 
ing pier, further on, the suulhea-st pier with 
its entablature and jn-ndcntive. the south rr?.'^:;- 
ing arch and the eastern counterpier of the 
south arm of Scw St. I’eter's. Aniidst Ihese 
new parts rise tlu- remains of Coiistantine'-, 
churih: far back. one rolumn with Comp*»sjtc 
capital and the entablature of the south exedra, 
surmouiited by a high frps» ried waU. ptetred it 
seems by a large wiml- 
ow to the left; in froiit 
of Bratnante's southeast 
Crossing pier, the South¬ 
ern T-pier of the old 
nave and barely but 
clearly niarkeil, the ca¬ 
pital of coliimn twenty- 
two in that colonnade; 
stili closer. one of the 
vine loliimn.s ol the 
eighth century srreen, 
though nol in its ori- 
ginal position, lastly. 
almost hidden by the 
pilaster projer ting West 
from Kramante's iiorth- 
ea.st pier, the column. 
capital and entablature 
standing in the opening 
of the old basilica be- 
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COJIPt'» B.»5lt tCARPM CHRIs rlASABUM ROM^ _ 

tw«Nin thc iiitier north 
aisle and thc transppt'. 

A group of drawings, 
showing New Sl. Pet«i''a 
in construotion froiti 
rhe outside, gives addi- 
tiuiinl informuiion nn 
(‘onstantinea basilica. 
lleeni.skerfk’s virtv from 
the norlli, Berlin I, 1. 
ij', renders its rcmaiin 
squeezpd in between and 
east of HramanU''s Cross¬ 
ing and thc two coun- 
terpiers of his north arm 
(fig. 205). To Ihe left, he 
Fle 205- S«- I iH-nulwok. rrjnaiMS of CVT.»«.v.lmla.l nave, awlr* ioul li ajiaepl, ^j ^ 

and ncw iiiiui-lurc from nra-tlieasl. ... , , 

north atsle, picrced by 
a large opening spring- 

ing from a sili, too large /or a window and too high from thc ground for a door, it is hard to 
cxplain. Further back bctween the ea.stcrn counterpiers and thr Crossing piers of thc new struct- 
ures, he saw thc upper part of the arcade dividing the old inner and outor aislcs and, stili further 
hark. the entablatures of both nave colonnades, as wcll as paris of two colurnas: one, including 
its capital, to the north. not too f.ar West of the counterpier and thus possibly number sixlcen — 
thirtpcn to fifteen having given vvay to that pier*; and. barely visible through thc opening in 
the aisle wall. thc lower end of a shaft in the south colonnadc, number seventeen to judge by 
its pusition. Motp in thc foreground and‘to Ihc right rose tl>e remains of the north Iranscpt; 
thp end Wall raised to its full hcighl in 1154-1159* and disided by a cornice 011 brackets, the 
lower part right of center marked by a niche. possibly a blocked window. the upper by two 
oculi — of an original total of five. it Wouid secin; standiiig at right angles. the east Wall of the 
north exedra, topped by a r>^^a cornice, seeiningly higher up and very different from that 
on thc md Wall; hnally. in the shadow, the wall rlsing from the colonnaded exedra scrccn, its 
gable above a twnice on brackets, pierced by two narrow Windows. 

A second drawing, done in 1538 or later (fig. 20fi), pedantic and not by Heemskerrk, althougb 
inserted in the Berlin sketchbook (I, /. 15'), ronfirms and romplements the data about thc north 
trausept; in the lower part uf the end Wall instcad of a single niche it shows three ont of ori- 
ginally live openings: the one furlhest West a niche, the next a window fiUed with tracery, 
belovs it. first an inscribed tablet (the Darnasus inscription?) * and, close to the ground, a round- 
headed niche or door. Beyond the exedra screen appears in the background the twisted "co- 
loHHa Santa ", Of the nave tlie draughtsman saw from the outside thc remainiiig eastern half; 
the terminating muro divisorio of 1538; the clerestory with five large Windows filled with tra¬ 
cery. and the beamheads of the truss roof; the thirteenth century cavetto of the fat;ade; and 
the roof of the two north aisles. Westward, extending towards Bramantes Crossing piers, 

' The ptluur Ipi^ i" «ti» m»x Mnog to New Sf. FUfr"». 

• s«, ,1» Rg. ,,4. 

■ Abmt. tjt. d^. »d bekiw, jjif 

• Atnw. ir/, di(f }6«.3(5. 
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206. Sl. pp|rr's. Iln-nukrrrk (oltowcf, CimiUntiniui nsvr and Iraiurpl. and auMUm ul naw ihurrli, altrt 1)38. 


hc notcd, both north and south 
and pierced by tali round-head- 
ed openings, thc walls rising 
from the arcaded colonnades 
dividing the inner and outer 
aisles; the new counterpiers; far 
back, the obelisk; and in the 
very foreground, the outer Wall 
of the north aisle pierced by 
two large openings — hard to 
explain, likc the one seen in 
Berlin 1. f. 13' (fig. 205), but 
presumably Windows- 

A veiiula supposcdly by De 
Cock knuwii only from a traeing 
of Geymuller's is clo.sely related 
to the View of 1538 and may " IVCork 1?).CoeantInian fuiuet. and n- n.w 

^ iliucturf. fiom nnilh. 

well be a v.inant drawn at 

horne rather than in front of 

the ruins (fig. 207)'. However, we riwntiou it bccause it shows thc north side of ihe apse with 
two Windows, awkwardly ilrawn and. miire important, 011 the north (are of ttie transept in 
the lower part, a design suggesting ashlar Work. Diil the draughtsman sce the remains of 

■ Gi:vhi'ij.i:ii. |>I. 49, fig. 4. 
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ashlar iriutalion in stiir- 
fhe iinrpliii- 
bility of thp firawing 
ofhcr points, SVc 
/iMif.itc io fiive .1 po¬ 
sitive ariswcr. 

One more Heerns- 
kerrk «IraMin^;, Herlin 
n, /. 54', presetits tlie 
biiiMiiif! *it<' anii (lic 
4-n<l \v;iJl of the fnnst.iii- 
tinian south transept 
wing witli tlic adjoiniitg , 

Southwest corner (fig. 
mH}- not tiic nuter Wall 
corresponding to the 
one i:Joscst to flie vievver iii Berlin II, 

/■ IJ', with its o( uJi feiiestration above i 

the fornifc, hiit tJie Wall fiirthcr hark 

rising froni the rolontiuderl e.Kedra 

sereen. Its position with respect to the j 

roiintcrpiers in the south arm of Xew I 

St. Peters, persprrtive deformation 

notwith.sfanding. /urnishes the evi- 

dence; so do the bracketed cornice 

below the gable and tlie window siit 

pier.irig it the sniall belfry is 

obviously of late date. 

Two late drawings provide /urtiu r 
documentatioji regarding the apse anrl 
the West Wall of the transept. .A view, 
sketehy and not very pret ise. inclii 
ded in the Heeniskerck volumes in 
Berliti IT, f. faj', buf done presumably ' 

not before i354-i55.5- shows the roof 
and north f.aie of Hrainante s Ugunum, 
the north side of tlie apse and, sharply j 

loresliortened, the fragment of the I 

Iran.sept rear wall surmounting the 
apse arch. .A view of Dosio'.s. UA qi 
(fig. ^09), drawn a few years later, 
presents tlic saine elements froni the 
south. at cJo.ser range, Jess sketchily, 
and .surmounted by piers, vatiKs 
and the drum of the iiew Crossing. 

TJic- apse is butlresswl on the south 
by a staircase turret Iit by Windows; 





lllllli 




the half-dotnr is en. 1„„^1 i„ a ,u-ppe.l .Irum; the Wall above th- .,psr 
the l^rdm ends of the transept; tlie south flarik of tlu- fegurinm shiAV. a ..1 

and atti. anil. inside, one of the twisled vine < oliimiis nl ihc - tern. La^tly. ttie 
f. 20 ' (fig. JIO), providi-i . v iden. e regar.liiiR pia. e, »itr an.l -.--ri.U . 

tal tennination of the aisie wiinl.iw-.. 

Atrium an.l fa^ade. as tl.. > sIimkI uiitil 
Hioft. are l.est sliown iri a famoiis Dosio 
drawiiiK. l'A J555 (fig. ju)». The fa..ade. 
rebuilt and provide.! with .1 in-w m.rsai. try 
Clregorv IX. tcrminat.‘.| m •• Inige . avetto 
nuiiilding; a sobnion rharac terisiir ..f l.igh 
medieval rhurrh fai.adps in Kom.-. 1 he 
nave froiit was pi.'i.e<l by two li. rs ol large 
Windows, ali lilleil witli tripartite tra.ery. 

the aisie roofs extende.1 far d./wii and ea. h ' »lli. t 

lialf-gahie Was pi.-r.^ed n.'ar its .ip|HT end by **" etivaiian . 

an opening. Of the atrium oniy the renter 
jjortico, the narthex. Iiad siirvivml, opeiied 


ler. ent.ahlu(.m 
•rl iialtli Alhum 
ithlow . „ 


1 


a with tlic Pigria un.ier 
i eleven arr; i'es ..n 


let aiHliariis .nnl the Wei 
ohnnns .m.' .1 pro). . tm 

porc h m the renter; the ponicoirs north and Miiith lia.l given way, the forarer Io tlie pala, e . 

4«5. ati‘1 housing the rnia and Ihe prniif"-:-', ihe Iader Iu Ilie hoiisr . 


Innocent VIII, buiit ii 
the allatisfa with a . hapcl 
installed by JiiliusJI an.l Io 
a crenellated Wall, its door 
Irading to the palare of the 
arrlipre.sbyter. In the opeii 
area riws the Cantharus, 
tlie Pigna an.l its hald.n . hi- 
no: one sees tlie supporting 
porphyry rolumn.s. 1'ivc out 
of eight^.with pliiiths, bases 
and Ioni, capital.s; the 
entablatiire; the semirir.-u- 
lai grills, apparently wind¬ 
ow griJls; the dolpliins at 
the corners; and a pair of 
pearocks in front of the 
eastern grill. The gritiin 
plaques, eiulosing tlie Pigna 
uiitil 1574 are goiie; nor is 
lliere any trace left of the 
bronze roof, stili noted (or 
restored) in their drawings 
by Cronara and l-rancisco 



glvim ibs Dumber ol a 


1. H Spnrr. I, TObUgf», iy6j, n 


K runa . CorpKM aatOiearum Cl 





















d OUandn- Jlii? M'n«-inaii<' n^pm-rtitnlion of fhc atrium by TosscIIi in Ihc AUmm and the 
i>opv III (iriiiuMi Barb. Jat. jyjj, c. 13 J''. ronliitn and supplemrri» the siluiition (Jig. 4x2). 
Thfonitorv of the runfnilemily of lh<- Mnsf Holy Siurament waa attachcd to the soutJi flank 
of the atrium nt the time of (ireffort' XIII. Volutes were addcd to the navo fiiyado 

soinetinie aftcr Dosio 
did Ilis drawing and bc- 
fore x6o8. Tlic cavet to 
tcrnunation of the fa- 
Cade appears time and 
again in views, e.g. in a 
tirawing, allegedly in 
tlic Vatican, taken by 
an anonyinou.s Dutch 
artist acroM the roofs 
of the Borgo *. 

On the other haiid, it 
remains in doubt wlic- 
ther the fa?ade of the 
atrium and the gate- 
house, S. Maria in Turri, 
as .seen in the idxteenth 
centurj- wcnt back (o 
(■onstantinian times or 
were, even in their early 
parts, the resuit of an 
eighth centur}' rcbuild- 
ing. flcemskerck sdraw- 
ing in V'ietina (fig, 213)’ 


FiB MI. St. PMtrX TateelU, bwlica faviule aml 


porch, to the r^ht of the «« « /" a lost vaulted 

ti- tliree ga.es rw,Tn^ aTha. t“ 

gatehtmse fa^ade shovts far better in*Grim'n '^'R*'^i ^ ^«Power of Heemskerckj. The 

tumcarries ‘he upper storeT wrih t ^ntablature, which in 

^ -T «-ir rn 


• *<!«*«. I, ^ pt ^ ^ 


in Uio VniKnD Lib«ry 
' P>- IjO). nov (n Ibe Altirr 


Ft*. aij. St Pmb',. Il<.»m,k«ck, 
l»(iiile Canilnnlliiian airium nnd 
loffill» of Pnul II, detuli. n>. 
*3J*35 


rig. St. PelerV Cop>' altu 
Tascelli, favade of galeltouic 




i 




































IMUih of thc Constantinian bujl<linj? arc furt).rr woirled in a numbcr of drawinRs. 
OutstaiKling amonp the-«* arc four by or ronnectcd with Balda^sarc Pcni//,i. 

J tic cobiinn with pliiith. basc. rapital. architravc, friuzc, anil mcasiircmcnts on UA iso' 
(fig. iQ?) has hecn dUciissed, and we oniy call to nniicl thc levcl of the soWif <if thc cntablatuie, 
.|S' /'a/wi abtivc ariffinal fluor Icvcf. (M thc coluinn shaft ncxt to Ihis skclch. liktnvisc in 
ink. drawn on a largcr walc. fVriwzi nolc<1 the niateriai, granite. the lengfh, ji)'.'. fi/t/mt. 
thc Jowet aiitf uppcr diamefers, 5' , and 4.J.J /ia/nii respcctivcly, thc nrcking and the jiosition 
prex-ifiusly distusscd, "oa the groiind. near flic organ "In hiack chalk and thus hard to 
scf in reprodtirtion, hc added thc oiitJine of the capital and its height. 5.8.2", palmi. The 
measiirements are closest to tolumti lourteen 
in thc north colonnade, onc of thosc rcmoved 
in r524-27 to ninke foom for llic countcrpier. 
Uut witness the figures givcn in UA ro8' 
(see our table, belotv p- 2.14), that roliimn svas 
of ripotliH». its sliaft was 39.6.3 pahui (a tinv 
diJIerencc. to hc .siirej, its diaiiieler. 4..T2’,>.; 
and column shaffs thirlccri and fifteen, other 
candid.ates. dilTcr furthcr stili, botli ia Irngth 
and diameter. Sometvherc Pcrnzzi made a 
misfake in notatioii — are the figures 4..S.2'.,, 
.and 5-8.2.sheer coincidcncc ? l.'.\ IJO' 

(fig. 215). likevyiso by Peruzzi, and marked 
" m idiilo pifiro" gives further details of the 
colonnades. a shaft, 4<f paim long, with precisc 
notulii>n.s as to lowcr diameter (4',', palmi), 
projei tion and heiglit of apophyge, uppcr dia¬ 
meter (4.10 palmi) and projertioii and height 
of nerking: bclow, the oiitline of a cable- 
fluted cohimn; and what may be thc ski tch 
of picMc.s of an entabJature. 

U.\ i(>8 recto and verso- provide a com¬ 
plete survey of the column shafts. On the 
recto, ttvcnty-two shaft.s froni the nortli rolon- 
nade {-prima voUo sco‘\ the altar of thc Volto 
the fa^ade) arc sketchcil (fig. 316) and ol the 



) ip. 215 St Pcier'». H. fcruzzi, Omstantinian besilir.i, 
«tetails of naw cofojoiailr. and enlabhturc 'Pi jiul 
cunirr nl ligurium, ta 1524. 


Santo being in thc ouler aisie to tlie north 
r.M Ihe l„„Klh „( Ih, 5|,a(,, il, d|a,„,.„,r, i,,.. mrtj;,,.',;,”',™', II,“ 

•.ol.d, ll.e ni.a„.rCT,si.t. in /W», and .iU noUtintl. in Inoivn ink nmv 

knlcl and m,l, a Inoad quili, Lalcr, in a diftn,„„ hand nnd in Mack ink. ll„ rananun-manta 

r^"ibK I 7 »PP«™mly d/vnlnd inio loo 

L 7"'”7 ' “ »'1 « not nnasured and debribad 

nfX"n r'"k . h" T' T”; i" tkn .„nth .„k,„„adn 

Ikn na., a,, .knich.d «.„h ,1,. samn indiralion. and tl... aon... cancnlla.inn,; ,„.,r,n,ve, <l,n 




S riETIlO 



l•ig 2|6. St IVirt t H Peruui. 't —- f r. ,,,i„ntkmk2: 1..I1 



Sl. Prlci» B, Hrruui, «us»)- mI <'olumn» ol GyiuUiiluiian navo. 


Fig. ai;. 
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C—fTiA****^ ^ morUht . __ _ _ 

_ c^«ipno tbe Yooii««r'», ia black iak oot» thal oolutnn* tyt^ 

tobT^ do<ni. apj»««“iy «" 

t*«*‘ pliBtli*. hM**. "«* «pttal» k»d u> be adrortcd «o re»ch 
>11 inW «i tbe JSt o/ tbe efrtabljtwe. We reprodure the tabobtioiu «ad their 

KAVE OXXTCCS. MXjOKDiSC TO PERUMI AND SAJJOAIXO 
(tTFUU A M* «*=*»• •«•3 n**e ••<» »«•• *<*< 


J. Jf—e 

4. Af^ 


r3.C«HU 

14- 

15. Ci^ 

1« CMHd* I* 


• 75» 
39 -i» • 

• .«gm 
39 5^ 

• 79» 

3»»3 
«44» 
39 7? * 
•-•jm 
39 4 * 
«7*» 
39-4-a 

«- 7 *» 

39 5 ® 
«•79» 
39-? 

S.}»* m 
39 4 » 
«-7*» 
39i'3 
»7T"^ 

39 9 ‘ 
Shtia 
39-6 3 
8 J 3 » 

39 4-« 

• t»» 

39 >-® 

885« 

39 5 ® 
•-79» 

J9 * « 

V-85 » 

39 » 3 

* 75 » 

39 4 3 

• 79» 


9.83 ■ 

*9 67 

• 75» 

3»-J5 

8.95» 

A 9 .»® 

• 79» 
»9 »5 

8 . 63 » 

«90 

8.As m 

*9 75 
».7«» 
*9-73 
•-77» 
89 79 
8.79111 
« 9.78 

• -79» 
89 7« 

8.79» 

49.78 

• 79» 
3» 8 

49.87 

• 81 IB 

498$ 

8.81 B) 

49.98 

8.8414 

• 79» 

49 78 

• 79« 

49 7 » 

• 79» 

49 78 

8 79» 


8.4^ 

.054» 


3 9? 

l.Sl^n 

3 . 6 .a 

4.1.1 

J.8.1 

1.09M 

e! 89 « 

3 , 10 .* 

l.IS» 

3 7-3 
l.<> 7 m 
3-7-3 

3 4-3 
0.99 B> 
3 . 8 ?.l 
1.09 m 

3 . 7.2 
l.obn 

3 7-® 
1.0510 

4 ® «H 
0.9001 
3.10.0 
1.14 B 
3-7? » 
t.oAm 
3 - 11.1 
l.fbro 
38?.i 
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Fk.. Ji;. >•- P»Uf ‘sl Aiujo>Tnuu».ait« B. PviuUi •?), aurvey 
al FonaUntinian anir cniiiniiui. 


capital from Old St- Pcter s, by (or attributcd 
Gianhartista da San^alb> lil Gobbo), Sansovino, 
and lA»io. are of limited value in trnr contcxt- B 


• An anonymotw drawing, puhlislied by 

Cbristcrn, at thc 0<^terreichischc Natiotial- 
bibltothck. iortnerly Stadtbibliothek, Vienna 
(liR. Jl8), posiiblycopieti from a lost PeriUii 
driminR, jiiiiiilarly retiders 34 rolumns 
from tlie aisics. " cv/otu pichoU in sctu/v 
pitiro", if» to the norlh {" voUo satilo"), 
and iN to the south i" S. Anirta "), again 
with comidele notations fiiving length, 
diameter and matrrials of tlieshafl^ Other 
survcys of the aisJc columns, aminged by 
matcrial, are given in UA 1851, 1082 and 
We tabulate on p. 237 the measurc- 
ment.s of the culunins in the X ienna drnwing, 
comparing thcm witli iliose on the Uflizi 
draivings and piting thr mctric calculations 
published by Jongkees'. Since. however, 
out of the original 44 aislc columns. thc 
Uflizi dratvings reproduce only 32, anci the 
\'iei)iia drawing 34, the comparison mnst 
remain incomplete *. 

Two drawings by Fra Gtocoiido showing 
coluimi shafts fiotn the nave and aisles, 
tvhile nieasured, are not quite as serviceahle 
for the reconstruction since their positions 
in thecolonnades are not inclirated. For the 
same reason a nvimher of detail drawings, 
showing rorniees, a base and a Composite 
to) Fra (iiocundu, Bastiann da Sangallu, 
the Coner draughtsman. Sallustio Feruazi 
ut they show that, like the column shafts 



Alit* columns from th« norlh, Irom Um “volto tonto" 



Vipniia. OroterrrU lilscliP Natioti^nitbliolhrk 

f/X lo«o. lot 

12, 1S51 


No. 

Hciijht 

Diamrtrr 

Mutriial 

l itui No • 

Hfight 

(in m 

Hlam' ter 


(in palmi, an/) 



t. 

2 b.3 

iV. 

gtamio hitiiKo 




* 

ifi4 ' 

J 2 ‘,'i 

marmo Uriato 

lohs (.|) 

5 «t m 

71 0 rm. 

i 


s 

ilnttlu 

KUli IIO| 

5<)t m. 

a<M, cm 

■i 

Jfi 

3S'I> 

rwni» 




5- 

20.5.1 

i-2 J 

etanilo rnito 

«oHo (5) 

5 90 >11 

72.1 cm. 

•> 

aSVi 

*-7 

traniio fotfo 

luKo 10)? 

J.O? m. 

57 '- ' m 

7- 

26 

3 3 ’ .'i 

w/lflM 

lollo (H)? 

591 '11 

70 7 rm. 

(». 

»5 

3 * 'h 

SltflVtlO 

loBo <9)' 

S 9i m. 

7 " 7 cm 

9 

i77 

3'/. 

lalifiKt itnato 

10H2 (1) 

0 15 in. 

74 A ' in 

IO. 

■'7 7 

3.3 1 

iitlignu itrialo 

I0S2 Ii) 

0.15 m 

71 1 'cn. 

n. 

20 */, 

3 

granilo htanfit 

l» 5 « (71 

587 

07 0 rm. 

1». 

20.2 

3-7 

gramitt bianai 

iKS' 1**) 

iN m 

OK <) cin. 

ij- 

20 •/, 

3 '/» 

l7iiiuVi> rouo 

185« (a) 

5 9« m. 

74 t cni. 

1 + 

2O ’l. 

3.t.3 

granito r/iuo 

1H51 (I) 

5 Mi MV 

74 •* *ni. 

15 - 

2O.I 

37. 

grnnilo rotto 

185» Ut 

5 82 m 

74 4 cm. 

16 . 

2O 

3-3- 

utriaUt 







Alsie eoiumns (rom the south. 

Irom “8. Andrea” 




Vienna, Or-Stermcliischr 

Nationaibibliolhck 

l'A 1060. 10N2, 1H51 


No. 

Height 

Diameter 

M.iteruil 

fffwi No.* 

Hrigllt 

Dianutrr 



(in paimi, iila. i 

ind grani) 


(in mete 

rq 

1. 

27.9 

333 

UruUa 

IO«0 (II 

6 19 m. 

74 0 cm. 

2- 

2.S.37. 

333 

foligtui 

loMo (2) 

5-O7 m 

740 cm. 

,J 

253 7t 

34 « 

tattgna 

toio» (3) 

5 0,1 ra. 

74 9 rm. 

4- 

26 

2-7 

granito russo 




S. 

26,7 

2 '/1 

granilo rotu 

t‘>82 (91 

3 93 m 

5*» 5 cm. 

6. 

26 (?) 

3 'A 

grani/o rouo 




7 - 

20 ‘u 

37 7i 

siria/a 

loki (lO) 

591 m. 

809 cm 

8. 

2f> 7', 

3.7. 

striola 

I0N2 (II) 

5 9.3 m 

Hi <1 rm. 

9- 

20.q 

37 2 "!• 

stnala 




10. 

26.7 

3-1 7. 

siriala 

1082 (51 

5 93 m 

69.H cm. 

TI. 

26 

3 Vi 

striola 

1082 (6) 

5.87 m. 

74 4 cm 

12. 

26.0.1 

33-3 

granilo rosto 

185« (4) 

591 in. 

74,0 cm. 

13 

20.0.1 

3-5 ■ 'A 

granilo rouo 

1851 (sr^ 

5 92 m 

73 5 cm 

14 

2O.I. Vs 

3 7 i 

granilo rouo 

1851 (6) 

5-83 m 

74 4 cm. 

15- 

26.7 

3» 

granilo hiango 




16. 

26»/. 

3» 

granilo bianto 

1851 (IO) > 

5.95 m. 

6H.9 cm. 

17- 

36.1 

3.2 

granilo bioneo 




18. 

26. •/, 

33 

mischio 

1851 (III 

5.82 m. 

70.7 CID. 
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Fig. 2igi St. Prtrr'». Oirrubino Albwti, 
CoaiAttmtininn nave column, base and 
entablaturc, «. 1570. 




in Ibn Con.stantinian ba.sihn.i, many oi 
the biises and niost of (be i'apitala and 
the pict-os of entablaturc wtrre sjKiiIs. 
Only a rfrawinfr attributed to Cherubino 
Alberti and rti.<rov»'re<l by Christerii 
contribules matcrially to our knowlcdge 
of the Constantinian nave (fig. 319). 

So much for the graphic evideiice. 
The representations of the Constanti¬ 
nian church, snch as the interior views 
of Fouquet (fig. 300), (.iioUo Koinano, 
(fig. 321) and ofhers, give an idealized 
picture and eliminate the irregularities 
of tlie design, particularly in the co- 
lonnadcs, their capitals and trabeations. 


Fig. 220. St. Puter», ttcfmskerck, 
view from eouth. shuuing Con- 
stiuitiniui Atrliun and nave and, 
to lett. obflisk of Cirwit., rotunda 
and New -St. Peiei’s, ca. 1532 jiS. 



KifbulKtkihliHI) 



Fig. J2I, st. P€ter'a Gluliu Romano, interior of Constantinian basitira, reconatmctloo, 01. 1520. 

But at least Giulio Koinano’s fresco convcys an idea of the monumentality of the biiilding, 
the heaviness of the colunms, the narroivness of the interrolumniatiuns and tlic hugenes» of the 
proportions (fig. 221). Similarly the exterior by Heemskerck, Berliii 11 , (. 51' (fig. 220), wbilc 
sketehy, conveys an idea of the va.st size of the Constantinian complex; the pre-C!4>nstantinian 
rotunda and obelisk; the remaining easl part of the nave, the westward portico <if the atrium, 
separated from the south aisle by a fissure and hence probably not Constantinian; the long 
atriunt; finally, barely hinted at. the atrium fa(,ade, the landing and the ascending stcp.s -- the 
wliole ncarly as long as New St. Peter s- 


F. RECONSTRI CTION 


Mueli of the demuli.shcd Constantinian basilica can be reconstructed with eonsiderable as- 
suraiuc on the evidunce presented in Ihc previous sections. Some elements may be restored 
Only tentatively, and others reniain completely in the dark. This sertion will review Ibe primary 
and secondary sources for the building‘s restoration and the prior scholarship on this problem. 
It will present a synthesis of this evidence and scholarship in an attempt to embody ali that 
is known or can logic.ally be inferred about the church at thLs time- The presentatioii is divided 
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info wo major discassioas. f/iat of thc church propcr and that of the atrium. Eiuh will begin 
nitb tho^ ekmMits about tvbirh the most rcUablc rvicimrr exist* and uilj procced to thosc 
ctxKeiTiinf whirh statements miHt be made «’ith progressive caulion- 

1. The Church 

Evklenee for thc /orm of the Constantinian Nt.siliea is in most respects more abundant 
and more reiiaMe than that for thc carly form of thc atrium. 


d) The puiM (pt \7 

I. TAr aW/A ^ tht nare and aides 

.Vo flear direet measurement of the naves width can bc made- The sUte of the moniimeiit 's 
preservatK» also is sueh that no ralfulafed dimcn.sion ean be proposed with absolute certainty. 
The ralnilation must be hased upon an assumption of s>Tnmctr>' about a center-liiic whose 
ptmtion ranoot bc cstablished without resers-ation. The assumptioii of symmetry, moreover, 
most be «tended to the position of column.s and exterior waJJs witFi respeet to thrir foundations, 
uolesfr rlcarly mdieated otberwisc- 

The calrulation of the naves tvidth depends on tlie coirelation of the data provided by. 
a) the presened streteh of the northeni exterior Wall, the pedcstal and base of the eleventh 
roJumn of the northem arcade. and the base and plinth of the eleventh column of the northeni 
colooDadc prisersed in tbc mnro divisoria and the axteenth century portal in that wall which 
is presumed to lie on the Central axis of the basilica, and by b) the preserv ed foundation Walls 
of the ««them outer Wall and of the Southern arcade and rolonnadc. Sotne individual dimen- 
«ons for ib^ elements are given in the excavation report. but not In a comprehensive, seqiientiai 
^«ner Wntten dimensions are not given on the elcvation of the northern half of the muro 
TT" ‘hrough the foundations ■- Dimensions taken from the graphic 

scate proided lack precision due to the .small scale at which the drat^ngs are reproduced 

“7" '■»"> «» al th. ™io, p„rtM „( ,he „„„ 

_ 'I» ““X» <»rt ot ikc nonlicm exloior Wall Tl.c resnll is 31.57 m. the 

'uniensjoo t»e has'e measured are: 

From portal center to the south face of the plinth of the column 
in the northem colonnade 
Viidtb of the plinth 

Width of the inner aisle from the northem face of plinth to the 
face of the pedestal of the northern arcade column 
Width of the pedestal 

WKJth of the^ter aisle from the nortliern face of the pedesfal to the 
innrr. plastered face of the northern exterior wall 

4^ R*/1*'^ is 9.83 m. 

eo the mner face of' the nor^tU. rth^Z 


11.77 m. 

i fii m. 

8-44 m. 
1.09 m. 

8.66 m. 


. WRTRO 241 

width» from plinth to pedestal and from pedcstal towaU are cteie «o the 38 and jo pnlmi «aid 
to have been the widlhs of the inner and outer aUle* by Alfarano. «.44 .^„d 8.4,, and 8-66 
and 8.71 m. respeet,vely. .\s8uming Alfarano simplified his dimensions to the near»t ftolmo 
his ineasurements are correct- It is important to recognise that his roncem was for rJear widthi^ 
taken ne.4r the ground Hne at thc most convenient vertical surface. i e.. on the (are* of the 
plinths and pedestals and not on the more difficult faces of the columns. 

This observation gains conftrmation when thc dUtance between the center of thc sixtecnih 
ccntiiry portal and the south fare of thc northem column plinth U considered. If doubled 
the resulting calrulated width of the nave Would be ^3.54 m. or 14 cm. Icsa than the 106 paimi 
23.68 m.. Alfarano ascribed to this width. Tlus is again a ciear width taken near the gr^nd' 
me. Smee the plinths werc tpolia or were rut to suit bases that were. thc corresponding plinth 
below the opposite column of the Southern colonnade may Iwve difiered somewhat in width 
from the onc we measured. The slight diflerence between our calrulated width and Alfa- 
rano'5 round lof, palmt may thus be accounted for- Both figures are at slight variance wilh 
the corresponding measurement sraled from UA 121'. the croMi-section «f the rcntral nave 
showing the projected muro dh-iurrio. Using the graphic scale with which tlie drawing is 
provided. Christem determined that it showed the interaxial rather than thc ciear width of the 
nave as 106 palmi, i.e., the distance between the column centers and those of the clerestory walls 
above. In support of this thesU. it may be argued that Sangsdlo s measurement was made 
of a standing building by a competent architeti and the contradictory figure is rakulated 
from a center-linc whose validity is not beyond question. But three considerations weigh 
against this argument. First, the ciear dimensions of thc northern aisles tliat we have read 
directiy correspond with sufficient cliMMmess to tliose given by Alfarano to demonstrate that 
hj8 melhod was lo measure such ciear rather than axial distancev Hence. following hu olrserved 
proredure. wc calculate a ciear nave width that is too close to Alfarano s to be merely fortuitous. 
And sccond, UA wi* i, a finished Work in pen and W.ash. obviously made in the drafting 
room. altliough doubtiessiy from field notes. Elsewhere in his study Christem has preferred 
the field sketehes with written dimensions of the basilica's order made by Peruzzi and SangaUo 
to those of a finished drawing by Cherubino Allurni. This appears to be a sound prinriple. 
Third. the drawing s graphic scale is so small that precise readings are diffir.ult to malce from 
it. By our reading. however. the scale of the drawing U one palmo: 2.85 min-, and the ciear 
width of the nave therefore u 104' . the axial width 108’ . palmi. But we « annat propose 
tlicse figures with any assurance. 

It is tempting to calculate the ciear width of the entire nave and aisles simply by doubling 
tlm distance derived from the ccntcr-line of the portal in the muro divtMrrio and tlie inner face 
of the northern outer wall. i.e., 2 x 31 57 m- or 63.14 m. This is 282’.. palmi ratiu-r than the 
285 givcn by Alfarano or the 284 given by Peruzzi. The examination of the evidence provided 
by foundations in thc southem half of the nave does not support this prorcilure. 

Ilie only direet measureinents of the Southern foundation walls that can now be read are 
the width of the outer foundation waU, 2.f»8 m.. the ciear distance between its inner fa«e and 
the southem fare of thc arcade foundation, 7.53 m.. and the distance from that face to the 
.Southern face of the nave colonnade foundation, 10.17 m. The northem face of the arcade is 
now buried in the new wall constructed to separate Halls II and 111 of the exhibition rooms 
to the south of the Grotte Vecchie. The excavators. how'ever, gave its width as ectual to that 
of the outer foundation '. There is no reason to «biubt this, and the rJear space between that 
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foandatkMi and ihe sou^bfm far* of fhe roloniiade foundation is 7.49 m- or 4 cm. Icss than 
thc *ra«. bcnv-«>n thr outcr foiindalion and the ancaUe foundati.m. Assumpt.on b*com«i a 
crilb^I factor in thr coniputation of the original ciear «idth of thr nave at this point. T« thc 
South onJv the foundations 5U^^•ive. but at the north. where thc bases of the nave and aisie 
roJumns and a strelch of the ejctcrior waU re.nain « 7 -, the foundalions are not visihle nor 
swbject to measurcmrnt. ThU sjtuation requires the assuniption that thc Southern Wall and 
colomns were roaxiaJ with their foundations and that thc Southern wall was equal in width to 
its northem counterpart- Wcrc this the case, the distance between thc inner fuce of the southcni 
wail and thc center-linc of the arsade would be 9.46 m. and the distance hetween the latter 
and thc center-hnc of thc southem colonnadc of thc nave would bc 9.78 m. The interaxiai 
width of the northem inner aisle is 9.79 m-. only i cm. greater lluui the dimension calcidaled 
for the corre^nding southem aisJe- But the distance froni Ihe center of the northem arcade 
to the face of the northem wall. 9.21 m., is 2S.5 cm. less than it.s rorresponding southem dimen¬ 
sion resufting from our caJculations. This difference cannot bc explaincd by thc use of ipolia 
as it relalcs to Coastantinian construction- The conibined dimensions of thc aislcs in the aoiith- 
em half of the na\x an: 19.27 m- ajid (hose in the northem half are 19.00 m., a difference of 


27 cm. 

It may bc that such a diffcrcncc did exist between the widths of the northem and southem 
side aisles. Its acceptance produces a ciear nave width of 63.42 m. or 283*,', pulmi which i.s rlose 
to the 284 recorded by Peni22i. Before accepting tliis dimension, however, it shoiild be noted 
that the major discrcpancy is that between thc widths of the outer aisles where the dillercncc 
of 28.5 cfB. is sufficiently close to a Koman foot of 29.56 cm. to nierit altcntion. This increase 
ocmrs when the southem wall is assuincd lo have becn coaxial with its foundations and equal 
in width to that of ihe northem wall. It may bc that the wall was sliiftcd inward on its foimd- 
arkm by one foot for static reasoiis. The foundation, risiiig in the ciear on its Southern facc 
and coataining a prodigious fili against its northem face, was the tallcst in thc huilding. Perhaps 
its boildcrs thought that the inward shift of tlie superstructure wall was a prudent means of 
insoring its stability on so uneqiially abntted a foundation. Altcmatively, the wall could have 
becn cimstmctcd a foot thickei intcmally Ihan its northem counterpart for the same rcason. 
There is ample evidence elsewhere in the building that walls varied in width according to Ihcir 
stnictiiral positions. Tn either of these h>-pothetical rases the inner width would have becn 
63.12 m. or 282' , palmi. The solution to the problen: lii:.s in the width of the transept, .since 
the outer face» of its northem and southem walls were (;ui>lanar with tliosc of the nave. 


2. The teidlh »J the transept 

The extent of direct njeasuremcnt is even more limited in the transept tlian it is across the 
nave. It is impossible to read any major inrrcments — its northem arm, the apse, and the 
southem arm — in the ciear. The Vatican excavators gave the length of the West wall of the 
southem armexclnding the exedra as 23 m.’. Replastering of the semi annular corridor of the 
Confessio and of the Constantinian apse, intemally lined by the masonry of Gregory the Greats 
annular ciypl, prevents the reading of this di.stance with the same jirecision as the cxcavator.s 
couW. lleasuTing in increments through the space beneath the present transept. the Cappclla 
deUa Madonna delle Partorienti. the CappeUa della Bocciata and the corridor l.as produced 
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a dimension ol 23.425 m. from the. facc of the pier at the southem exedra to the inner plastcred 
face of the lincd and plastcrcd Constantinian apse wall. The Vatican excavators were ablc 
to tneasure ihc thirkness ol the Gregorian lining of thc apse a.s 34 cm. i. Subtracting this 
from the measurements taken produces a length of 23.085 m.. from which at Icast a further 
2 or 3 cm. shouid be removed for the plaster coating. The ciear dimension of the West wall 
of thc South ami of the transept miuu be. thereforc. thc 23 m. stated by thc excavators or t 
few ccntimeters more; but no more than 23.05 m. 

The excavators have not providcd a specific width (or thc Constantinian apse, The granhic 
ally scalcd dimensions from thc largcst plan they rcproduce is m. x7.80.85 m.*. Apparcntlv 
ther survey confirmerl the 80 pa/mi. ,7.87 m.. recorded by .\lfarano. or else they accepted it 
becausc of the rcliability of his dimensions observed elsewhere. They stated that the length 
of the northem arm, like that of the southem. wa.s approximately 23 m., but that it could not 
be mcasured with as much precision *. This is even truer today, and one must rely on sym- 
inetr>-. Applymg this principle produces the (oUowing resuit: 

The northem and southem arms of thc W'estein transept Wall, ax 23 m. 2600 m 

The width of the apse 

The width of the two Wall piers at either transept exedra, 2 X 1-28 in. 2 56 m. 

The transept from the outer face of the northem to thc outer face of the southem wall (ib 43 m 
The rorresponding width of tlie nave is 63.42 m. plus twiee the tluckness ol the northem outei 
Wall 3 in. — which is 60.42 m. riie coincidence of these two dimensions. achieved through 
different and unrelated means, is remarkable, and we proposc that the two major elements 
of the Con-stantiiiian church were each 66.42-43 m. wide. This is 297 'palmi or ca. 225 R. ft.. 
66.49 The ciear inner width of the nave and aisles is ronsequcntly 283’.! palmi, almoat 
exactly the 284 palmi given by Peruzzi for its width. 


3' The dsplh of the apse and of Ihe transept exedrae 

Alfarano must suffice as a source for tlie depth of thc apse. He recorded it as 44 palmi 
or 4 palmi deeper than its radius of 40 palmi. The difference is 89 cm. or 3 R. ft. The Vatican 
excavators record the thickness of the w'estem wall of the transept near the springing of the 
apse as 1.70 m- and that of the apse itself as 1.72 m-*. .Alfarano must have measurcd the width 
of the apse at its fare and the depth at a line iierpendicular to that facc. It thus appears that 
the Constantinian builders sw'ung the scmicircle of the apse from a line 3 R. (t. West of the inner 
face of the transept Wall which is more or less on its center-line. 

Ihe apse did not directly abut the outer face of the Western wall of the transept. i( thc 
evidence of UA 20. Alfarano s plan. and Dosio s view of thc tegurium and apse. UA 91, is 
to be bcUeved (figs. 193, 195, 2ocj). In dctail. the c\idence is amhiguous. UA 20. the only 
source predating the licginning of the dcstruction of the old church, shows two masonry masse» 
resembhng wall buttresses at the re-entrant comers of thc juiiction of thc apse and the tran- 
sepl» {fig. 193). The Southern mass measures ca. 23 palmi wide and 17 palmi deep; the smaller. 
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into tfir t hurch- Afxnv, thc fa^adc shimmers afar lijiii*h pre«n, ' ...catruU tminus Jronlt 
riitnlem..:'. UV are at a loss to intcrprft the passagc; was thc fa^adc pcrhaps covcrcd with 
a hlutih anii.-rMii>' mosatc?' 

.\ find made in rboS-og whcn the atrium was torri dowu protiddes furthcr e\’idpiii'e. The 
flagstonr pavement at thal time ttii< leveJ, onc rccalls. from the tandini; to the gatelumse. into 
the atrium courn-ard. the narthex and the basilica- llowever, dnring the demolitian Grimaldi 
saw a mnsaic floor. compr^ed oi while tes.serae -in crude Uorkmanship he sa>-s, 2 or 4 /M/mi. 
45 or 90 cm.. below thc flagstone pavemetii he inconsistcntly Rives the two figures at different 
places in hU manuscript - TTiere is obi-iously no vvay to date this niosaic floor from Grimakli s 
report- Hi> referenre to cnide workmanship means littlc. and thc floor may have been of 
fourth ccaUiry or any later date prior to the late seventh rentury we shall revert to tlie 
rea-cons for this cut-oll*- If both thc mosaic and its les-el — thc two not heing ncccssarily 
iilentical in origin — wcre post Constantinian, the first Constantiniaii levcl of the courtyard 
would be >-et fimhex dow-n. W’hatc\cr date, howcvcr, the mosaic and its le\el are assigned. 
tbey lic below thc level of the Constantinian basilica- Steps — between ifirce and six, 
depending on which of Grimaldis figures is arrepted niiist have led from the mosaic floor 
to that higher Je\xJ: cither inside thc rrr/iiaiirw-narthcx — assiiinitig this to have been Icvel 
writh the mosaic an tinlikely solutiun; or. more plausibly, from the lower courtyard area paved 
in mosaic to thc narthex, it.s floor being level willi that inside the basilica (fig. 230». b) - 
comparable to the situation found for instance iti /ront of the basilica at Piaa/a Arrnerina^. 
Thus, in addition to the depth of the narthex as discussed before', iU level, raised above 
that of a hwcr, mosaic-paved courtrard in front, seems to bc plausibly established. Its Icngth 
on the olher hand and its elei-atiun remain to be deterrnined. Sinte thc courtyard in the 
fourth century — Wc shall revert to it — wa.s not yel provtded with lateral portiroe.s. the 
narthex wouW probably have extended along the ciitirc front of thc basilica, rather than 
being hmited - as it later was by thc portiroes - to thc h idth of naw and inner aisles alone. 
Howcver, the elevalion remains in doubt, twth as to the number of supports and to their 
character, presumably columns. Likcwise it rernains in question whether they carricd arcades 
or an entaNatuxe- 

Thc appearance in the fourth century of the courtyard area in front, that is east of the 
narthex, must remain wholly conjecturat. Xonetheless. wc w.ant to preseiit tentativelv 
ihe fo^iriR con-siderations. The area. a.s suggested by the mosaic floor seen by CritnaJdi, was 
at a lex-el lottcr than that of the church and presumably the narthex. Thus the question arises 
whctlw this lower level, paved in mosaic or orhenvi.se, extended aJJ thc way tlirough the atrium 
laterally and lengthwise; and whether, indeed, that same lower level continued outside. east 
of atnuin. over the landing to the top of the steps ascending from the piazea. thc comhnv. 

a later the pavemenis. both imside the atrium over its entire length and width. and outside 
landmg, wcre raised 2 or 4 fia/m, from their original level to that of the flagstone pavemems 

«cvel «.th the fkKirs m the basdica and its and therefore a.mve that of thc mosaic 
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floor seen by Grimaldi in thc atrium courtyard. Likewise, the first " •<inglc-file ” entranec tract 
of Ilie atrium, presumably occupied by a shallow gatehoasc and fianking structures laring 
the landing and a purliro facing the coiirt, would have bc<’n on that higher level. Coiiroinitantlv. 
Steps would have descended to the atrium courtyard from the landing levcl, •'•iires.|)onding 
to those ascending from the courtyard to the f/tlihutum. Presumahly, these desreiuling slep» 
would have started from the Western, rear edge of the entranre tract (fig. 230 a). 

The boundaries of thc atrium north and sMiuth aluiig the enclosing walls raise furthcr ipicstions. 
The lateral porticoes, noted stili by Alfarano. were set up only in thc late fifth or early Hixth 
century. Sinte the (oiindatioii Walls on which their colonnades were placed Wcre in line with 
the Constantinian foundations. separating thc inner and outer aisles of thc bsisiUf.i. une U 
tempted to assume that they were part of an original project to have thc atrium envctopeil. 
cither by porticoes or by uncovered platforms Ifig. 2300). If »0. the projet't was never larrirrl 
out; for. stili whcn Pope Hadrian late in the eighth century repaircd "all the steps, the major 
ones which asrend in the atrium and those in thc two porticoes which lead iip to the church 
on either side thc lateral porticoevs must have been on a lower level, presumablv thal 
marked by the mosaic- This floor, then, in the fourth century would have extended sideways 
the fuU width of the courtyard, forming a sunken arca to be reached from the higher levels 
both of the basilica and its narthex west and of the landing and entranec trai t east (fig. 230il). 

The Cantharus fountain in thc center, as known from .Alfarano and earlier records, esseitlially 
appears to have been the one described alrcady by Paulinus. The elemenis cnmpostng the 
baldacctuno sundving into the sixteenth century, porphyry columns, hroniie grills, pearncks. 
dolphins, iiiarble grifhn plaques, all seem to liave been spoiU of late antique provenance, more 
likely to have been available in such rompleteness in the fourth century than at any later time. 
The Pigna may not have been part of this first fountain; othcrwisc, one supposes, Paulinus 
would have mentioned it. It may have come tlicrc later, though not, as we shall sce. alter 760. 
The entire fountain, standing in the sunken area may have risen on a {lodium, 2 or 4 
high or more. In Oosios vfduta (fig. 211) only the top of this podium appears to emerge from 
the later, raised flagstone pavement. Altematively, it may have stood originally on a low 
pHntli. level or nearly level with thc mosaic floor. In that case, however, the baldaccbino 
would liavc had to be taken apart and recomposed wben lifted to thc new flagstone level. an 
assumption fraught as Wc shall see with rhronological diflficuLties. 

This concludes our conjcctural reconstruction of thc appearance o( the atrium a» laid out 
by Constantine, or shortij' thereafter. and .seen by Paulinus of Xola. 


6) L.stk hfth anp eakly sixth ce.vtvries 

However. within this tentative resonstruction, one point remains certain. The atrium, 
as it originally existed. had no lateral porticoe.s. They were added only in llic later fifth or 
thc carly sixth centuries, when Pope Simplicius " tlirough joined porticoes sheltercd from the 
rain the path..." of the faithfui'; an enterprise apparently compieted by Pope Symmachus, 
who "cnclosed the atrium”, "...ipsum vero atrium compagiuaiti...", and dccorated thc quadrs- 
portieus — thc term appears here for the first time with reference to the atrium of St. Feter s* 
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«ith mosoic cmssw »nd Umt» and WitJ. marblc, the fonncr pcrhaps on Ilie arrailiis of Ihc 
porticocs. fhe lattcr cithir waU rrveemcnt or pavementSymmachus. \ve arc further told, 
al«o enlargcd tlic .-teps '• anU fotn basilicae... ' and, whtie thwe could possibly bc sicps Icading 
fn>m the piaiza to thc landing in fn>nt of thc airium pates *. chanrcs air eiiually gnod or beller 
iJiat thev vverr ihose inside Ilie atrium Irading to thc narthex and tlie doors of the baailica. 
The position and function of other sleps, "...n/ios gruiio.i...'\ liUewlse laid oiit by Symmachus 
ripht and Icft, sab (igtui. under the roof, are mnre conjectura! Since they arc referred to 
in thc same sentence as those presiously mentioned and svhich wc belicve to bc thosc leading 
from the siinken arca inside the atrium to the n.vthex (fig. ajo a, b) wc incline to vicw also those 
■■ other steps ' as iinkcd to thc lateral porticoes. Prcsumably they arc thc steps leading froiii 
the roofcd porticoes, sub ligno — stiU on a lower level — to thc vesiibnJum in front of the aisles 
and repaired Ihree centuries later by Hadrian I (fig. a3od). An alternative reconslruction, 
hoH-ever, woidil see these steps built by Symmachus as conneoting thc porticoes to the 
tpiccopitt, presumablv reception halis. likrwise built by Symmachus right and left in the sainc 
place, “...eodem loco...", meaning the atrium, but obviously outside.' 

£n\Tsaging Ihe liftli century porticoes on the level of the .sunken area, 2 or 4 palmi helow 
tbat of the narthex and charch to the wc-st. and of the enlrancc tract to the easl, poses thc 
problcm of hoiv to join Iheir roofs to thosc of thc narthex and entrance tract. \Ve propose 
to \^e^• thc colonnadcs of thc porticoes as placed atop pcdcstals like those separaling the 
aisJes in Consrantine s chiirch. or simply 011 a parapet Wall, 2 or 4 palmi high, and raising thc 
casTs Jmes Io thc hcight of that of the narthex. 


<> FlKrHRR Chanc.ks 

By the «ghlh and ninlh centuries, the airium by and large con.sisted of thc elements StiJl 
knotvn from .sixteenth century rccords. In the sccond quarter of thc ninth century the biogra- 
pher of Gregorj-1\’ list.s its niain constituent elemenls^; the •' porticus ... quae super gradus... 
thc atrium (a(ade, possibly opened in porticoes; the oratory on the upper floor of the gatehouse, 
ideniificd as S. Maria Mediana elsewhcrc aJso as S- Maria in Turri or S- Maria ad Grada or 
in Gradibus*, the narthe.x in front of thc ba.silira doors, " ...portUum aule valvas argenteas... 
and the fa(ade of the basilica with its old mosaic, in ncccl of repair- The changes that led to 
this, Its Anal appearance, seern to have takcn place in successive pliascs not easy to disentanglc- 
Tbc entrance wing of the atrium presents the first ptnblem as to original appearance and 
later changes. We have seen that a wall with entranrc gates. facing landing and piazza and 
rktmg from the fourth rentur>-, stood on the site and was prcsumably later incorporated in 
the front Wall as stili seen in the sixteenth century. We have also propnsed three possible 
allemativcs for eiivasaging the spare exlending bchind this xvali inside the atrium, based on thc 
IraiLsversal buection of the wing by walls and pilasters. carrjing an arch (?) as .shovvn in Alfa- 
raw s plan, and on the proportions of the atrium eourlyard. One solutioii cnvisaged in the first 
«uter section of this space. right behind the entrance Wall, a portiro equal in level to that catry- 
ing the narthex at the opposite end of the atrium; the inner section a.s presented in Alfarano s 
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plan would liave bcen added later. An ultcrnative rernn»lrur.tion would eiivikage the sertton 
as occupied from Ihe outset by a gatehouse, flanked by lowor snhsidiiiry strnetures and as laW 
a» tbe une seen in the sixteenth century vedulr, but only lialf as deep. 40 insteiid of Hi or fli'.. 
pa/uu: and. faring tbe courtyard, a porticu >. Finally a third idlrrnatlvn suggests a> original 
thc bisettion of the wing and thc doutded depth of tlie gatehouse. Wc tcntaiively proposc the 
rei-onstruction with a nhallow gatehouse and flanhing structures, backed by a porlico (fig. ajo bb 
Such a tali sIiallcAV gutehousc in the front wing of thc airium fimU a juiridlel in that of the 
north church of the Constantinian cathedral at Trier. as viewcd by thc excavator'. That 
the one We envisage at St. Peter'» Was Ukewisc Constantinian is possible, Iiut there is no proof. 
nor <iin we teU when this early, shallow gatehouse if it existed Was extended wrstward 
in the furm seen by AHarauo. Hnwever. it is certain that the gatehouse in iu final fnrm was 
flanked by lower structures; that these structures inside, facing Ihe atrium, formed triple, 
arcaded exedrae; that the entrance-way of tlie gatehniise wa» surmounted on thc upper Ihiur 
by a chapel; and that this fmal stage, including prcsumably thc triple-ar< aded exedras, ante- 
dateU the middle of the eighfh century. The gatehmise chapel was known variously as S. Muria 
in Gradibus from its location oveilooking thc steps; S. Maria Mediana, from its loration in Ihe 
middle of the atrium front; or S. Maria in Turri, later occasionaliy inter Turres nr tn turribus * *. 

Its fa<:ade. above the gates. was dccoraled by Paul 1 with a mosaic, remains ol which survlvcd 
until ifioft-ifKiq *. Paul l, around 760, installed a small shrine {oraculum, as against ora- 
iorium. chapel) dedicated to the Saviour. "...1« atrium aule turrem sanctae .Manae ad Grada... '. 
that is placcd against the wcst Wall ol the gatehou.se facing the atrium ’; on this Wall, indeed, 
existed a mosaic of thc Saviour, later replaccd by Giotto's Navicella*. Hcnrc, the Tower o( Saint 
Man,' above the Step.s, mcaning the gatehouse and its chapel. antedated Piiiil s ponlifleate, 
757-767. The time of its construction remains undetermined. howevcr, as docs unfortunatcly 
the date of thc Saviour mosaic on its the west wall; thc biugraphy o( Paul 1 in thc Liber 
PorUificalis. as quoted, again only provide* a terminus ante. On the other hand, the importance 
and function of thc chapel and galehou.se from the eighth through the tweUth centurie», as 
the site of arbitratiun proceedings and of the reception ol royalty, ia atlesied to time and 
again: by thc placing of the bronze doors brought from Perugia by Hadrian 1 basilica 

beati Petri...ad turrem"* — in the twelfth century they arc referred to as “...super eradu%...iH 
introitu sanctae Mariae inier turres by papal gifts made for the altar ol thc chapel*; by 
the reception (in thc chapel or in the porch?) of Fredcritk Barlurossa “...ascendens ad ecclesiam 
Mariae in turri..." with the pope expccting him at the altar 
The outside of thc gatehouse as it stood in the sixteenth century is known from Heeinskercks 
and other vedule (figs- 213. 214)’'. They shoW' on thc groundfluor traces ol a vaulted porch. 
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shdtcrini; thp threc purtals: u-all arrhes, rising /rom c-o]u>nn!i i>l.irr<l lN>twe(*ii thc doors antl 
intrndcd to cairy tltre« vaults; but ir is qu^stiunablt' whrtiirr thr piirrli \vas pari of lli« 
ori^nal structure or adcled latrr, ptxssibly in Ilii- foiirlcrnth ccntury The three were portals 
surroundeti by niarblc frame». fheir arrhitritv-rs brine inscribed with the naine of Nicliolas V, 
in 1449; also ivtKMlen doors Were siibstituted /or the old hronze doors set iip by Hudriun I *. 
The widlh of thc gates at the time was prolwbfy but litilc, if at ali, changed. and LA ti’ 
presumah/y stili renders their uriginul jiropnrtions. separated by cfongated lectangiilar piers; 
hoivover, Perij**i in that sfcctcJi notcd only the tfiickncss of the piers (and tluis of the »iir- 
mouiiting waJJ). 5 palmi, iiot tlieir widths; the width of thc gates and thus the total uidth 
of the gatehouse elude us. Hccmskcrck s veJala also shows small. round-atx hed wimlows on 
the upprr thapel floor. ovcriooking thc piaaaa; the truces o/ the ttiosaie of Puui 1, ahuve and 
rcaching dmvn bctwcen the Windows, give the impression of the mosaic having blorked the 
Windows, one more reason to date gatehotisc and chapel prior to Paul I. Anriiher important 
featiire is a scam in the masonry, noted by Hecmskerrk, at the left-hand edge of the gateliouse 
whirh aets off its upper fluor - but only ihat -- fwm thc adjoining structure south. The 
gatehouse, then, originally musi have towercd above the lower flanking buildings in the atrium 
front — the /urrit samlae Mariae, or simpjy the (urrin. 

Inside, the groundfloor of thc gatehouse appears to have becn vaulled. Thia nt Icast &eetns 
Io us the meaning of the piissage in the biography of Leo III that he restored the nave the tran- 
sept, the quainpofticHi. thc fountains and the vaultcd towcr, "... innem eum camerU s«h ' > 
The p.e« subdisiding its depth into two bays, a» scen in UA tr- and Alfarano's plan.\vere 
presun^hly remnants of the wcstem rear Wall of the firsf shallow gatehouse. They may have 

draw-in^. th"'' " “Wkwardly marked by f.ritnaldi in his 

ings. The chapel on the upper floor had a wooden ceiling *. 

Iv ^.1 r ^ <» hi» text. 

mid.e b . , construction as the gatehouse in its fmal pre- 

to at ,he 

- xn:™"'' '“'r >» 

pJacing on ihe new' IcL a continuius flue. ‘-"trance tracts and in 

1« has been attributed as a rule to Ihe M ^ operation of some magnitude. 

biography of Pope ta^V hIm w n " 7 ^ •'“= 

IH statmg that he pav«l the “alnum superiore .jui est auie ecclesiam 
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« ruTan ^71 

• « quadnpottUum maguri marmor,hut... " the " higher atrium in Iront »1 Ihe . huri h In Ihe 
i/uaJn/wHteus " has been iimlersloiid to refer I» Ihe urca enclcwcd hy ihe Imir portimes, und 
ruised to their higher levcl, hence ' tuptriore . In an allernalive tntrrprelnlUin. hijwever. 
laking verbalim Itir rxpression " aule eccU<,M,H ", Ihe ” .lininri tuptriore ’ Wiiuld l>e iimlerxloutt 
tt« Ihe iiailhex. thus assumiiig Ihat stili in thc tale seventh . enUiry Ihe rentrr .ircii nl the ,urium 
remained at a l<AS‘pr Invel. Indersi. aa ovldimt Irum Ihe rclerenic to sleps axeending Irum tlie 
lairral p<3rtiroes Io tlie levet ot ttir tuisillra stilt in tlie tale, eighth cenlurv». the purtirorx .ind 
With them nhWously Ihe siinken criuer caurtyarrl stili remained al « hiWer level a le.nliirv 
alter Tope |>oniis (fig. jjo d). Tlie alriuni thus was lllled lii Ihe higher level and glveii ita 
ftagstone pavemeni nl n laler periud pualdating even Ilie eighth «eniuiv. 

Kaising the level ul the lamrliutrd area, whenrver U Kaik place, involved chnngex in thc 
fountain and its baldaci hino. VVe rerall Ihe two ulterruilivex disrusaed Irefiire In regaril lu Itx 
placing: eiiher levcl or neurly so wilh ihe «unken area, or raised froni Ihe iiutiel nii a platlorin, 
approxinuitrly level with the pavemeni o( tlie narthex. In the latler cuse, Ihe platlnrm woulcl 
xjtnply have been luiried ncarly Io its top. Tliix cuuhl haveoccurred at any time wilhoul aflei tliig 
the fountain and baldacchinu. In the Inrmer ca*e, on thc oiher lumi, the fuuiilaiii atiil hal 
d.acchin» luid tu he dismantled and rrrumpused on the higher level. Such n major uiidertuking 
apparcntly took place when sbortiy alter tlie tnidiUe ol the ciglith .nnttiry Ihipe Stephen II 
brought Ihe numbci ol rulumns in the baldacchlno Irorn lour to eight wht. li he plaied on yiuidra 

meaning plinliis? — and erected over them a hronze r<«j|». thus . realing Ihe i anopv extanl 
eight hundred year» later. The Pigna on the lountain ubviouxiy inust have lieen hioiighl 
there prior to thc altcrations undertaken by Mephen II. it roiild imt have been inoved in tlijough 
the iiarrow interrolumnlations of Ihe eight <olumn«l baldiw. hino. Takiiig apart and recompux 
ing Ilie haldaccliinu rouid, of ruursr, have been done at any lime il the fountain slood on a 
platform raised almve Ihe sunken area. U. on thc other hand, llwre was no such jilalform, 
dixmantling and recomposing il lould t>c taken lo ilate the simultaneous raiiing ol tlie court- 
yard area. Since the suiiken area survived through at least the end of Ihi- eiglith century 
three conclusiuns become inevilablc; the baldacchinu Irorn the outket rose on a platform, tlie 
altcrations undertaken by Stephen II antedale the raistiig ol tlie pavement level ovet Ihceniire 
area ol the atriiim; and the date of that major alteration tan lie lixed only hy a termtnus poti, 
the pontifirate of Pope Hadrian I, 77J-79.V 

The Basilica 

The aspert of the basilica in thc fourth century must have been iinpressive, notwiihstaiuting 
the hodge-podgc of colurruis. bases and capitais, all spoils, Ihat iiutde up Ihe nave rolonnade». 
The size alone \v.as overwhclming, one third larger stili tlian thc l.atrran bas>||c’.ii: underxtamlably 
so. since it cumbined its function of an assrmbly hali for tlie resident rongregatiun wilh thirse 
ol a martyrium, a ptigriituge church, a cuvrred cemetery and a liall (or luneral iMuntuels- 
1 he nave, well Iit by its eieven Windows - lliough not u bright as S. Paolo f. I. m. «rr, possibly, 
tlie Lateran - wjis flankcd on either side by the (oil of romparatively dark aisle*. U led 
furwaril furcefully lu the triuiiiplial arch. beyond which extended tfie key rlements ol ihe 
building and its raisou d Hrt: the Iransept, the apse and, on the apse chord, the shrine ol 
the Apustie- Apse and transept, thc lattcr rising to a level rnuch lower tliaii thc lutvc, (urmed a 

• Abaw, irj. dis. «7*^8. 

• Atovr. I7J. dis. 7Sl.7S> 

• Al«*», 173 , dw. 7 J*- 7 i 7 . 













272 


COKrt,'9 B.tSII irAKUM CHBISrtAXASUM ROMAB _ 

separate unit, set apart by columnar screens from tbe aisles and the terminating exedrae (fig. tzg). 
The Shrine of the ApostJe was slieltercd lieneath the colonnaded fastipum. Die latter e.-uily 
TTconsmictcd frotn the remains suniving and thr representation of it on the Pola caskct 
(Og. 3i3i- The pJacc of the aitar. possihly movable. remains undetennined. The apse vault 
ffas rovered wifh gold foil; oniy in the ialier part of the fourth century was it provided 
wifh a iiguraf mnsaii- probably showing the traditio legis VVlietJier or not the walls of Ihe 
transept were rovered with rnosaic. as tlie insrription on the gold cross* may suggest, lia<l 
best be left open. The a/sle tvalls. as wilnes* Panvinio, carricd marble revetment, presutnably 
from the ouKrt*. The original dccoration of the naw VTalls. if any, in unknown; onIy under 
Leo the Creat, it scems, were they covered trith murals. On the other hand. the triumphal 
arch Mitncss its inscripiion* — appeais to have Ixime a rnosaic- Aroiind 1500 it inrluded 
the figure of Constantine offering a model of the chiirch to Christ and St. Peter But \ve 
raiher mspect that the figures had been inserted during a re-working in Carolingian times. 
The pavement, certainiv of tlie transept, «as formed of marble plaque.s and it i.s poissible 
this paving rontinued into the iiave as well Likewise, a coffered ceiling, apparcntly gildcd, 
is documenied for the end of the fourth century. at IrasC in the transept, as witness Prudentius". 
By the carly .seventh century". such a ceiling covered the nave as Well, but this may, though 
it ned nor, hatv been a later addition. 


C. CHROXOLOGY 


X. The Co.vsmktikia.n chlkcn 


Documentary and archaeological evidencc coinride in assigning the building of St. Peter's 
to Ihc reign of Constantine; the accoujit of the Liber Pontificalis: tlie inscriptions inside, iianiing 
him as the fuunder, on the triumphal arch. on the arch of the apse, on the gold cro&s placcd 
over The shrine; the bricic.s .stamped witli his name, foiind »« silu in the apse Wall; and the 
gwieral character of the techniqne of construction. ft is Jiarder to determine when within 
that span of nearly twcnty-five years. October 312 May 337, building was bcgun; when it 
was finished; and whicli parts, jf any. were added, either by Constantine liimsclf or later, once 
the basilica proper liad been conipleled. Changes in tlic building occurring prior to S50, the 
period this work is concemed wifh, raisc .secondary. though by no means unimportant, issues. 

Threc dates are rea.sonabIy Wcll-cstablished for Work at St- Pctcr'3 as termini post, ad or 
ante within the quarter century' of Constaiitincs reign: 

3x7-319. A sraaJl bronze coin was found inside the a.sh-um of onc Trebellina Flacilla _ 

untouched uxitU opened by the excavators - in mausoleuni T of the necropolis below the 
transept of the old basilica rlose to and southeast of the shrine. The coin has been dated 317- 
318 or possibly 319». At that time, tlien, or possibly .slightiy later, the necropolis was stili 
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■n use. Hence. 3,7.319 U the terminus non ante (or the start „1 construction of b . 
and the coiKomitant demolltion of the pagan mau.olea. Siuce cohu remnin .«rren, Jr 
time after being issued, obvlously work on St. Peter * may |ust a* well have k 
a fw years after 3X7.j„y CouhI the hmrteenth (?) centurv inscription (fig. whTcl r."" 
the divislon of the bone» of the Apostloa to 3,9. record some lost tnidition? ' ' “ 

to the memor,a of Sain, Paul » the endotvment .0 St. Peter'* look* muchTke rn 

eI^t“l?we»^aTrtr‘""Mh“ «hat had rnade him n,aster ot Z 

easl a.s «ell. and thus of the whule empire. 



Fis *ll. St. PeterV F™„i«„,h eenlu/y imnriptiunl >| reterrlag to ibe ji,. ihr dlyi.lon 
id th» bone» nl ilie Apottle*. 


read both on the arch of the apse and on the triumphal arch support such a hypotheais*. The 
omier, to be sure, is fragmentary and the remain* oniy speak of Constantine'* having defeated 
- expsaia tneurstone „ the terin used - a hostile invasion. The invader remain» unnamed 
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but a 


" usurprr " 


Howwer, aho the expiatary rbamcJcr of his dr/enf, hc can bc nc 

- LiViniii» prrsunwbly. sinof a rcfcrcnce to Mnxcnfiiis thaf loiiR aftcr tli^ Milviati «ridge is 
unhkciy: defeai«l «ncmiw. as is well known. are afways classified as ins-adera, 1 he inscription 
on the rriiimphaJ arih spcafcs more clearly. Constantine adtiresses Christ. the Icader <I,roucJi 
U bom the n-.«-id rose to ti.e stars “swrrmV arfa.s/ea '• (the overtones of resnrrcction are unmistaic- 
aWe) and for WTo.ni hc. virtorious, founded or huijt, " cottiidU ■, II,e chnrch. The meanine is 
b«t understo^. it .seems. in the eontext of the victory over Licinius, as viwed by Constantine 
and ^rrled by iuselnus Ihc war was a crusade waged .against paganisrn and its Champion. 
Constantine fumsel/ told Eusebius hou' the cross Standard, the rt 

'tVT ""'«"i' "herever carried in battle. In his rhapel-tent' 

«•rth the counsei of the I.ord. he had tlecided o„ the right strategy and upon leaving 

* T •«««; He tsa, (he leader. (|,c who 

j^urrocted to Chnsuanity the «orld. meaning the whoJe en.piro. Ile had made Constantine 
^ rn^ter of the tvorld and. ,ndeed. through that sirtory, Constantine felt himsejf finallv to 
bejust ha, -as «ntoess his coinage, «r for that matter the titie cotZed o th! 

TLTilttlZ ' r 

none,heJa« ,mght hav^ started before. The income from HndJl 7 

intended. rather than for the building of a church for its mii ‘'«slomarily is 

Wfo Wnn„s. At times such a InT ! '"•'‘'"‘«"a»"- and that of its dergy, 

foundation. the Utcraa church as svell its bantL"^' <'oit«cideiit with the 

times, though. it cameafter the bXm"arbe^^ 

construction was „„der way. '«•■nance could not have been deeded while 

»r rhffom.t,fo„"" 7"t "" 

BotJ. m,ght. thoogh fhey need not. date a few years beforr ‘^«gmning of Work- 

b«th Cc^tantine and Jus mo^h« 

betw-ccnrcg«/e*,a„d„„,y, A fevv words are missing 

WouJd be that the shruie, the domus regulis richlv dcco77H''^ '"teipoiated, themeaning thus 
sbtmng with spicndonr; and even if the fntemolaf^ corated, was enclosed in a hall, also 
to ihe shiuing decoration of the ba.silica rlc . sonriewhat differently. the refen^nce 
«ionated. construction work at St. Peler s iya.s fert!!" 
r«-etment. presumabJy giJded coflered ceiling --Td ten”d^ 

- - - - - - ^ iind was possibly tvelJ 
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advanced or even rompleted. Sincc Helena dicd presumably late in 329, a Urminu% anU 
for the completion of constniction and ai Icast a Urminus ad lor the decoration are eiven 
Conromitantly the Augusta; titie conferred on the empress diwager on November H 324 
prodde, a Urminus post for the donation of the golrt m.«. Could one be «ertain of Fausta s 
liaving been a Christian. the omission of her name from the dedica,ory inscription wouid 
move the lerminu* post to early summer 32,,, the presumable lime of her exe, ution 

The tcrmfwws poU for the beginning of cmistruction can be contirmed. it aeems, by one 
more consideration and possibly moved a fcw years later. A* pointed out first by Enrico Josi, 
therc is a gooil likelihood that work wa» started some time hetween 319 and 3221. The argument 
runs a-s follows. When in i6,8-tOio. the foundation was dug for the south campanile of New 
St. Feter s, eight altars vvere found. ali reeording in dated inscriptlons sacrifices nl bulis and 
raim, tauroboUa and crioMia. as customaiily offered annually to the Grcat Mother and other 
Phrygian divinities- Few l.ave survived, but all liave been described and dr.iwn by Grimaldi *. 
The altars were lynng in a heap, four and a half (or seven?) metens* below ground and smashed 
to pieces apparently when the Phrygian .wnctuary, the Phrygianum, was demolished by a 
moh at the time of the final suppression of paganism in Home. 395. Uence its sile and that 
of the altars was presumably right therc. close Io the south flank of the atrium of Old St. Petcr‘s. 
Finds of some more Phrygian altars nearby were leportcd in the fiftcenth and sixteenth cen¬ 
turies: near S- Man.i della Febbre, that is the westemmost mausolcum rotunda, or in the chapel 
of St. Gregory. by the steps of the .atrium»; at S. Petronilla. on the site of the south arm „( 
New St. Peter s»; at an unidentified site nearby’; in S. Michele e Magno in Horgo* . The date* 
pven in the inscriptions range from 3«.5 to 390. with a gap from 319 to 350, the only gap tliat 
long in the series. Concomitantly, an inscription in the ex-Lateran Muaeum, long known, but 
unfortunatcly iindatcd, speaks in mystifying term* of a night twenty-eight years long liaving 
etidcd and a iaurobolium having been offered anew lo the Phrygian gods* . Hencc, it ha* been 
plau-sibly suggested tliat the Wenty-eight ycar interruption of sacrifices lameiUed by the U- 
teran inscription falis into the thirty-one year gap in the series of dedicatory .altar inscriptions 
betwcen 319 and 350. The argument concludes by proposing as the caiise of the interruption 
of scrvnces the start of construction at St. Peter s and the ensuing disturbance and thus arrive* 
at a date 350 (or iip to three years before), less 28. that u lictween 319 and 322, for tlie beginning 
of Work on the basilica. Sincc sacrifices Wcre brought in 319 and 330. one could even argue in 
favor of a gap of twcnty-niiic. rather than thirty one years, 32t>-349. into which to fit the twenly- 
eight years interruption of sacrifices, thus arriving at a dale in 320 or 321 for the start of cm- 
struction. But in Uoman dating as a mle. the last date. 350 in this case, is counted. rather 
than bcing excluded; and anyhow, it makes no sense putting too fine a point to Ihc argument. 
A date betwcen 319 and 322 i.s good cnough. 

Howevcr attractive the proposal. caution is called for- As pointed out by Toynbee and 
\Vard Perkins. the series of the dated altars known is irregular and tlieir number small - eleven 
in all. Out of these. eight date betwcen 370 and 39«. while the other tliree are widely spaced. 

■ *ow«, Hufcwf .Vou»</l., I (CoIkOKm Boat». P.,,^ I»;,. a. 

• Anai. 24-2* (lyiy-si). «. «biI C.U.A.I.. 1940. 4)( s.; Ui;»ui.cr,. Cttm 1 S>» PItIt», ti i 

« , 4 „. 4M , Md *gfc Cl.l VI. 1. sn-sos. 

■ «A tH'. y> 9 . nxMki 01 ,«o,ty falmi; bi Vtt bt. C,i». t n| mirty, 

• Cti ' V ' *' ”**“*'*’• «>k,. Roa., ,42,. c. ,64». The ut. > <lif.r«iily 

’ n« Ruam. I, VI. I. 



















276 


CORIM'» n^StMCARl')! 


•n 319 and 350 '. Also, fhc meanin^ of thc I.altrun inscription is far from cJear. Marucchi 
and Fabre bave given interpretiKions differin/f from carh otber as wcll as from Josi s *■ more- 
ovTr it is uiulattsl and roidd possibly be referred fo sonie fime in the tJiiixl rentury FinaUv 
it imsJ.t IH. arpued rhaf construrtion at St. Peter s nmst f,ave stopped prior to 3JC’ U couM 
not f.a.;e interfered tvifh «r.-i<« in the until 350. Nonetheless. thc h^TOthesis 

a natiirafly beet, inlerrnpted as the 

n««hborho<^ tvas tumed mto a noisy, dirty construrtion site. The riviJ autl.orities necd not 
hasT fortudden sers-,e«. the «rW nere pagan, after aU, until 326. In accordanre with 

Ihe pohry of rehpous toJeranre pursned by Constantine up to then^ the authorities may simply 
have asJced for the rtght of way through the PAryg,Vm„« for the durntion of construrtion» 
The rhange in this policy towards greater intoleranre around 324 ntight well evnlain wh, tt. 
-..hippers Of the Phtygian divinities thought it nnwise to^relurrro Ihen 2^ vl: 

the Phryg,aHHm argument as a valuable suppfentenf to those est.hii.h' . fonsirter 

.JU .. 3 °: plX t 

The outer Iimits /or the constniction and comn?ef.«n - 

finian basiltca at. thus set. VVorh rouW not ^Tv! LrtT 

the coin found in mauaoleum T. A terminus frost 110-122 1 i kt the date of 

in view- of the Phrygianum argument. Endowment and composHbn of the^d^d' ^t 

tions in the rhurch date after September hnt t, cledicatory inscrip- 

.solemn raising in November of the Iniperial ladies toThe\"°k 

F»«.u s dmth - and Wotn Hrfma s dnalli latn in iJ «' 

rrr..« r;""" ^ 

nnd InmiMinf; llin plal/onn Io ranv Ihn structurtm ^"‘1 building np 

..d in,ni„d . va.. an„„„, n, .ilT.Kis *™>' »' 

started requiring the building of some lo ooo rubi, m » « basilica and its adjacencies were 

listatum. The feat is less astoLhing hmvever on 

Basilica Nova of Maxentius. Begufin 300 it was crmnlTiT*''^.* 

the decoration and the north apse add^' hy Constantini' M 

«ts vaulting System and butiresses, the Maxenfian B ,«l, .. massive piers. 

to buiJd and demanded greater fcchnical skill on th ** structure far more complicated 
«as required at St. Pet^s. There he t r,^ , ‘ "“1 

the architertural sculpture. Capitals shafts has . ‘ preparing 
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i>. i„ ,01,1 ,n. „p„ '»«"« nr .1,0 

on the basilica much beyond 32^. ^ave protra, teri work 


«) The Atrium 

end of the tourtll le^urnill^nf tl« b"Il!lka " N*”d" ' 7 t 

whatever iu plan, was projected from the outset ir , 

at that lime. Actual construrtion niay have beeun nnl u “ «'“* «>»0 buUt 

ted and it may have taken another fw 7 e.r/frZ^rr' " “ 

self and withdrawn his interest from Rolne \vere one to r^^^ved bim- 

tween tbe amnesty for Wofahoaes s^Zri ‘’'- 

one might refer that date to the tennination of w ri, * ^ construrtion at St. Peter s. 

extend into that area '. Nonetheless a post Con I K^^ves dld 

possible. «n-^theless. a post-Constantiman. fourth rentury date i. equally 


b) Later rhanges 

.. 'Y T ... 

tensively in a prereding section in 1 i ^ ****^ “trium. They have heen cliscussed ex- 

Wilhin 11,0 baiilicn, alInr.lion, "n«««l"nil «n.l pbu.iblni. 

•nil rnpaiis: Ihey .re ol bul minoi inInreM wilhin ihnYta', (urni.hinipi 

circnlH, cildoi inilntag alg 'iZI/iYViY 77 "“' Y 

pendicularly at the apex of the curved rorridor I H '«'«'ig per- 

slightly sunken into the Constantinian Icvel. its rcilin^nSg las «'«f» 

rai-sing the apse level- the Constantini..n correspondingly 

touching the rear o the Lr^rh ne i I "Z “-‘-io-rhambe 

ascendi,to the nelXpIe .evd m ^ -VP*' «‘»-rs 

betwecn Constantine s vine rolumns ‘he front of the apsr- podium placcd 

«evel of the api and a /rlZalTT ^ 

the Shrine*. A vague terminus tosl ' *h Z whirh to view, though dimly. 


• Catta AuSMhtka A fta, 

• Alovc. itJIL 

• Ab«p, d,,. 


I, no«»c, „ 6 j, j 6 
»nd t» 
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of ^OJ. reuscd in r*‘pairin|; the Constantiniaii paveinent and cov<Tefl by the new apse podium'- 
But thc chronological margin w far too widp. More prccisely. the new' arrangement has often 
boen aUrihuted to Gregor) the Grcal who "made it possible to say Mass over the hody of 
Saint Pet€r"t. The aiithors oi Esplorazioiti have casi doubt on llvis dacing and pioposed 
iiutead to credit Pelagias II, Gregory s predccessor. with building the erypt, and Gregory with 
ereeting thc altar on the upper levef ’• The argument is based, somcwhat precariously, on the 
-rtvic ol thc marblc plaijiies facing the apse podium, and on a Icttcr of Grcgory'a atating thal 
Pelagias had “ iiifended to change tlie silver over the hody " ot' the Saint but it does not say 
whether or not Pelagius, though this seems itttplied. siopped the Work. Another pas.sage is 
equallr ambiguous. A deacon of Gregor)' of Tours, in Rome 589-590, the year before Pope 
Gregor)' wa.s eleeted, deseribed 10 his bishop the arrangement at St. Peter‘s: thc vLsitor of itn- 
poriance, admitted iaside the chancel screcus, approached " the tomb. plarcd lielow tJje altar 
a /enest^U ivas opened for hitn and, piitring his he.ad inside, lie offercd his prayer and. if hc 
u-anted. lowcrcd onto the tomb a weighted cloth strip to bc taken hnme as a brandeum, a relic 
hy contaet .At finst reading, the deseription appeais to refleet prcei.sely the oiic cnvisaged 
in Esphrattoni and paraphrased by us: chancel sereens, Tomb tielow thc altar, Jtncsttlla. In 
that ea.se, obviousl)'. the entire arrangement svouid antedate Gregory's pontificate; morcover, 
tlie dcscription sa)'s nothing whatever of the annular erypt - a feature the Frankish dcacon 
wouid hardly have passed over in siJenre. On the other hand, prior to building the erypt and 
raising the apse level, 110 stablc altar coutd possibly have ri.sen, properly speaking, over the 
tomb ■' on the Constantinlan level; thc .Shrine, aftei ali, emerged above ground riglit over the 
tomb. An altar, to be sure, may have bcen attached to thc front of thc Shrine. But no trace 
ha.s been found of sueh a stable altar; also, n/etitstcll» in the frontal of the altar Wouid have 
bcen a meter or so dist-int froni thc pcrpcndieiilar over the grave- Nonetheless. wc incline to 
think tfuT this was the situation knotvn to the deacon from Tours, .md that therefore oiily 
after 589-500 Was the erypt buiit, the apse level raLsed and thc altar placcd perpendkularly 
over the tomb*. On the other hand. St. Peter s clearly is the fountainhcad for the spread of 
annular crypts. as witness thc ' copies ' of St. Peter s in Carolingian architetturc, as weU as 
before and after. The first such copy, S. Pancratio in Rome. 625-1138, thus provides a likelv 
term,nu^ unie for the annular erypt at St. Peter s’. Hence. as<5igning the crvpt and new apse 
fcvel at St. Peter s. rather thau oniy the altar, to the pontificate of Gregory and generally to 
thc years aroiind 600 is plausible, if unpraven. 

The date, on the other hand, when the walls of the north exedra were rai.sed to the heiglit 
^the iran^t walls. is unequivocal. As pointed out by Christem with reference to the late 
I>on Paolo Kunzle, the biography of Hadri.an IV, .,51-1159. States that the pope repaired the 
roof of the South exedra, known then a.s the chapel of S. Proces.sus. and ” above thc oratorv of 
. Giovann, in Fonte " - meaning the north exedra _ " raised thc waU on three sides thus 
makmg .t equal to thc nave ’• - that i.s the Iransept ~ '■ of the church ' *. 
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Additional note 

only sum up a few points wherr they diverge ' ^ 

Iu the letter .vri.ten by Paulinu, „f Nola*, hc in.erprets thc word caerula referrinn to 
the fa^ade to mcan bnek r4*d. r.ather ,han hlue. whi. 1, wc fimi 

convincng; and he takes .anua atrii Io refer to the doors leading from ,lte atrium into the 
basdiea, a pomt on wh.ch wc disagrcc. The porticus iuncli of Simpliciu,* Pi.-ard beUeve, 
to have bcen the one leading Io thc Tiber. rather than the latcral portieoes of the atrium 
erroneously wc thmk bccause oi thc pluraJ used; al,o con,pa«snare^ t« our knowldge Zdlv 
ever means -to pave", On the other hand we find pluus.hlc, though mT clg^nl S 
hypothetica! .dent.ficat.on, also considercd by us, of thc gruduv sub Uguo dextra /enviauz* 

vt^oT tr T from thc «outli to thc platform 

P cdmg the atrium, thc other emuinuing from there north and upI.Ul, Wc leave open 

nrior*^^ inside the atrium* <late<l fn.m 

pnor to the sevenih century or was a Cosmatcsxiue medieval floor. a* Pie.ird suggests' and 
whether thc columns at thc gatehouse of the atrium’ were indccd Constanlinian ' 
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HI$TOR(CAL rCMITION 


HISTORI^L POSTTION 

THE LATERAN BASILICA^T. PKTER'^S. P^OLO f. 1. 


The three churehes elise,isscd in tUis volunic represent two stages of verv differ,>nf ♦ 
m the developnient of the Early Chrisfian basilica in Rome. The Laterii bS 
312 or 313. and St. Peter s ou the Valkan Hili, b„ill wc think betxvecn a ® i 

.h. „.c E„,v c, 

t„nic. i„ ,„W, , „n„.l puc. 

r y ClinMun «rclulcclure, both iii Rome anil tbreuehoul Chtlstendom. U wa, th. fimi 
monument.l Chcoliao ae^mbly l,d| buill uodei Ihe hiebcl Male pationage. A. it Wa. Ito 

its form could not bui bc mflucntial on subsequent structures in fhc ohl canital J^i ,' 
M. Peter s. the first church in the West tc eucLe the body of a martw anTlhc 

ar*i •» "h*' occupy an excmplaty position for later cedesiastical 

clutee^re S, Paolo. fmally. represents a critiral consolidation of the type (pl. VlII) 

anTSlst-, r wT”. P^btical purposes and continucd by Maxentius 

hau for a r • t , of Maxentius s novel adoption of the form If a thermal 

s^cific ^ buildings adhere to their general and e^ 

s^ahe lustonc^ prototypes. Indeed, the Curia Senatus, the Basilica Julia and the temole 

contorZdi fire damaged prcdecessors that apparently 

- Christvan structures. they confonn gencrally to the building techniuues lo<allv 
customary and «t into the broader category of Roman basilicas. The Jal funcUon ald po 
iV be "ure^th s could not be deduced from their strudural technology. 

in the Batl,s o7n° 7. command of vaulting 50 recently demonstrated 

‘he Basilica of Maxentius. Other rea.Hons aside. the massive 

nel of7r;ra;r‘7r:^-^-’"'^"“^ -th the 

• g h.an of Chn.stian Worship m the early fourth century. The samc masonrv 
‘he baths and the civil basUica. however. is amply 
Pe^er 7 b 7 a sub.structures of both churches and in parlicular in St. 

l v7ro ; vvere subject not only to vertical loading. but also to a potential 

bLS7 foundations are eddencTof the 

builders awareness of tbc problem. 

superstructure there is ample evidence in ali three churches that the 
nn A T «lifficulties in supporting a soaring basilica either on architraves or 

Tain S pT Z ■" arches buiit into the clercstory 

tbo I * ""bifh in all likelihood existed also at St. Peter's and at 

in all K ^ u openings in the walls above the inner aisles 

n aU three churches. whether inside and thus under the roof as at S. Paolo and St. Peter s 

ZZ' v,milows as prcsumably at the Lateran 

ZZ I rJ\ r 7 ai.sle arcade nccd not have 

nam r,r «"urs i" the inner partition of the Great Mosque at 

Oamascus. Of exceptional intere.st is the thinness of the cicrestory Wall of St. Peter s. qo cm. 

narrow wall svas the resuit of a de.sire to tninimize the loads horne by the nave 
















CHRISrlAV.t 


roo/ spiin 

ti-aJJ hci>ht 

WaJI thirJmcss 

Tliaf tfw* reduction was t 


coJonnaJe» is suggested bv a comparisoi) of the vi'aH with those of the Tctrarchiral Curia 
Senatus ndiose wooden roof was supported oii solitf waJls restiiii; dircctiy on fnundatiuns- 
Curia Senatus St. Peters 

17-75 m.' J5.75 m.* 

^3.^o m. 32.17 m. 

1-35 m. 0.90 m. 

- -I) gr^at for complete lateral stability is illustratcd in Antonio da 
Sanatos scction of the nave (lig. 196). 

s. Paolo s single technical peculiarity, insofar as it can today bc determined, is the nave 
aicadc in travertine tyfius fiMdtatum (fig. 141). a tcchniqwe of progressive rarily in the Roman 
Imperial period*. The rca.son.s eJude u.s, biit the choice of travertine may Jiave been dictated 
by decorati\-e as well as structural considerations. as witness the usc of imitation opus quadratum 
in the spandrei sone in late /ourth and early fifth century buildings^. 

The genesis of the basihea as the leading form of monuinental halis laid out for Christian 
Worshipin the fonrth and fifth centuries has been for long a subjert of scliolarly debate. 1 he nature 
and complexity of this problcm, however. Was vastly c.xaggerated in the past. As we see it 
today. it may be reduced to the creation of a new variant iti both function and desigii within 
a genas long established and. by ce. 30t> A. O.. undergoing a process of renew’al. For many cen¬ 
turies basilicas had been traditional in Roman public arrhitecture. xvith many variants in boU. 
function and design. Basically h.alls for large gatherings, they liad served for town meetings 
or law sessions: as military drill halis; as baraars; as Jobbies attached to temples or theatres 
as reception and andience halis incorporated into wealthy mansions and imperial palaces»’ 
Ft^uenily. they had religious overtones- In plan and de.sign they were singlc-naved haUs 
with oT «-.thout apses: halis composed of a nave and aisles. the latfer singie or double and 
parallel to or envelop.ng the nave; vsith or ivithout galleries above the aisles; tvith entrances 
on one of the long sides, mtimating a transversa! or central reading of the plan or on one short 
side. Stres.sing the JongitudinaJ axis, or on both one long and one short side; with Iribunals 
oTrid^ht ‘nsidc «irextending outu^ard from one. two or three flanks; with nave and aisles 
of one heighf or with a higher nave and clerestory; and with a timber roof. vaulting being a 

renwkable flexibil,t>. Indeed. aiound 300 A. D. the t.vpe underw'ent a proetss of break-uT, 
rentalization and renewal; the ba.silica of Maxentius adopted the nhn and d • r 1 
thermae hail; while both for audience halU. such hc bTs a^n Tr er as «T t “ 
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both on tUese premises and on practiral factor», the first Christian basilic.i» had certain element» 
in cnn.nn,n: .h.y we,e tagUndin.l i„ p^n. .o „„ ,h. J 

a the altar and to provide a proressional p.,tli (or the clergy » entrance as wilne», the 
a the Lateran. they wcre terminated by an apse to u>at the bishop and clergy they were 
timbcr roofod: and given tlie rooftng problcm, the space had to he exteiidcd sid^ays for larae 
congregatu,ns. rcsulting in the addition to the nave of tvso or four aisles. The laUer impZ 
fusing the lonptudmal plan vvith the centraliied of multi-aislcd columnar market basi, 
licas, such as the bastbea Aemilia, the Julia and the Ulpia, by 300 A. D. stiU the m«»i . 

mcntal. ii old-fashioned. .secuUr - basilicas In Rome. The rL^l^ing bamlile 
teran and St. 1 cter s wa» mitigated only by the abundant fenestration proposed in our recon- 
structions. the quahty «( the marble columns supporting the superstructure, and tluj richne,. 
of the hturgical furmture and lighting fixtures, as listed in imperial donation». n,e great 
number of wmdows conformed to the increasing preferenre (or natural illumination in late 
antique arclutecture». At the same time, it continued a patten, of (enestration. whlch. since 
the basihca m Pompe,,. had made this architectural type the best illuminated and venlilated 
of Roman strurturM. The rc-use of column sliafts, baiu^s. rapitals and architrave. wa. Standard 
Roman pract.ce aircady prior to the time of Constantine. The marhle pavement and the 
tracej of revetment on the intradosses and spandrels of the minor arcades in the Uteran and 
presumably the coftered. gilded cciling in St. Peier's and the gilding o( the apse vault in both 
churches prov.de evidence. if incomplete, for the character and extent of interior dccoration. 
The gorgeoas display of fittmgs in precious metaU and of lighting fixtures. with hundreds of 

Variant-s xvere forced on this overall t>T,e of the Constantinian basilica by a number o( 
actors. Local tradition in building techniques determined the use in Rome of strong o6u$ 
cacmeut.aum for the foundation walls. faced in brick or opus hstatum in their upper portion. 
and m the walls above ground. Liturgical custom. likewise traditional locally, accounled for 
sanations >n plan. Sim.larly. different ecclesiastica! function. required variations in the layout 
the Lateran basihca. designed (or the regular Services of a resident congregation, diflered from 
St. Peters. which was laid out to house the lomb of the Apostle. to serve as a burial ground 
and for ^casmnal Services attended by large mimbers of piigriim drawn from Home and else- 
Where. Other variat.ons are represented by S. Croce, remodelled as a palace church; or ogain 
by the covered cemeteries outside the Walls. such as S. Agnese. S. Lorenzo. SS. Marcellino e 
Pictro and S. Sebastiano*. 

Clearly. Constantine', architects had to exporiment within the overall limits of the type 
and to adapt it to suit specific functional and liturgical requirements. The altcralions to Ihc 
Standard plan were strikingly few and simple. GaUeries, frequent in secular basilicas as weU 
a-s in Chnstian basUicas both in the East and in North Africa, were apparcntly considered 
unnecessary ,n Constantinian Rome. At the Uteran. small wing chambers, aislc-transepts. 
were added at the Western end of the structure extending sideways from what appears to have 
een the chancel area- Possibly they served as depositories for the offerings of the congrega- 
tion. but this is only a hsqjothesis. At St. Feter's the main body of the church appears as an 

• '• H^lard. „6., 

• Die Lmitt der Kn * t<wn»eB«»nam Marlrrioa .. CaUtft XI. (irSo), «j §.: lor S. Agsew, IitRaMisa. 

S ^ der SelUge. Agnem...,. HAC. i, („4.) . f.; i„ s. CrtK., .bo.,* VoL I. 164 g : ior 

H.I.m , ' * ■/'" ** «•"♦'»> 1 » C Plelfo. Dsicmmas» s.d T.cmi.a, < |>at MseeoUttia der KeiMeia 

y»e*. 4„* ^ ^ ^ sebutueo. sbove, Vot IV. 99 f. 
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eiUanrcrnent in Jlw raUo of 6:5 of th<* Lnicran nave and aislrs. Tlie principaj innovalicHU oc- 
curred at othei «id of the nave. The Shrinc of the Apoyllc. the focus and raison d Ara of the 
bmldin^. rose on the cbord of the apse- A tran.AA^rrse hali wa* intcrposed bctween the nave 
and the apse. ntarked by its extreme «mplicity and the direetness of its junction with the nave 
tbrvugb a trinmphal arch. the first known in Chrisfian architecinre. "nic tran»ept while on the 
samc icrel. tras oonsiderahiy lower than the ima-c- .At iu short ends projecled exedrae whieh 
trerc even Imrer and wrere separated from the transept area by cdumnar screens. Their funrtion 
rematas as enigmatic as that of the I^ieran aisie transept. from whieh they seem to bc derived 
The atnam at the east end of St. Prter s represents another innovalion wiih regard to the 
I^teran. Plaaned from the besinning and app.vently part of the original buiMine eanipaiim 
It aeems to have bm, provided with a fnll fledged quadriporticus onJv around 500. H^e kl’ 
oogmaJ foon. whde hvpotheticaJ in some r«>pects, differs from forecourts surroimded bv a 
^p^eus. frequ^tm Kom^ secula, and palace archilectore. and frotn comparabJe 
fledB^d a^ in chereh buildinff. tyegmnmg with T>Te bnilt prcsumably in 316-17 *. The adoo- 

Vatiean and at otherU^^etT 
^ CWantmian foundation outside the UaDs of Kome-' is perhaps to be associaied 
with thw fuBctwn as funerarj- ba.^cas and as the foci of pUgrimages. 

S Paoh) /. l.m.. laM ont sixty or seventy ycars after the Uteran and St- Peter s was no 

The plan* of the two chnrrhes and a comparison of their j - 

... JT"; j : - > 

“ drtai/ than that of St, Peter's. sinee f a... r- ^ ^ Paolo u c\'en less certain 

of itj Jdnd known to os in Rome. ' Jemente. it woold seem to be ihe 

<J^-tures 

by the anthorities responsible for plannine S Piolo. The * l»wough cntiqne 

ti«hl beldnd the triumphal atrh. as ^p^sabJe 10 ^ 

tios makinc ihe lorm of sxmeraUoo more accesable assembled in the nave, 

«rtule at the same dme tt dimmated anv pb^-acally to the faithfnJ. 

.fc * s-n.me 

®«t of bLh ^ jU^ise. the transept was deeper.^7^^^ 

« St. IW s. lud Exedrae, as tbeyappeared 

*-*«*i» Uie screeiung cniumns at the innetion of 1^ * liturgicaj function. 

- - - - _ , ^ b> large. Simple semidrcular arches. 


• X. i», j, t 
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2II.A 


imp<.rtant riunee in the ^ S. Pietro in Vinroli 1 1. . ^ beiis^u 

-^«tnre. An analogou. eflect '-P-**' - Ch.^ 

lemwts of the two types of Windows and ^•'^^«bnear 

.orTeTn^,;;! ‘"1"* Western 

I^T wtth its simple row JZTJl T 

Paolo was qoestioned and *’'*" * d*>ign of S. 

Comtantinian basilica, as it perfrwmed *" lunctional efRcieJ! „1 

^ and decoraiive de*ig„ *„d. on ,he .Hher^’ » «"«V «I 

in the intensity and pattem of iUnminalion A sta^ f,****' '«'«'«‘«‘«a 

‘b« type whieh was taken up both in Rome lid^a ^ “ *» 

^am in the elesenth and twHfth centorie,. wtth^i ^ 7 f«rding,„ 

er s, sorh a» architraves in the nave thi. o«easu»naJ element taken from St 

^ “* 

»t S. Paedo, with iu fully develoDed atn» ** ‘boogh the normahaed Ivpe evolvcd 

i-"»»»..»L«,“* -lu 

exemplar for later Rom«i chnrch buUding 
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INhEX OF Cm»RCHES ANO ll.Ul*STRATIONS 
FIFTH VOLVME 


AMMv\-MHn«. a( fnrqnrntlv qitn<«^ «Mtln 
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S. GlOVASXI IN l-\TKRANO 

A- KMn^cmphv ... . 

B. Aitcb^t llrarriiMiuett «nd llhMmtiim.. 

C- Iltktv» .. 

l». C>«n<ma IWrtiHWn. 

Ftfmm. r. Uteimn <\i«n|4rx «ad MimMNidinc* •» «* »914. nir»-»». j: llcrmUn-irk. Uimn palM.'* 
M O* »5.14-Jfc; - j: linhlri. <[<u4 l»Qwk ,d buihca. 17J»; - 4; K*»» Incsd* m n| «b» 

liMprI of Sl ThumM. imHIwx. ttufromuii'. rnw w«M nnd Ibr mxlbval (nhW; 5, Unnuntim. 

intennr of imxt (a«n( ««.1, b: TruurfK uiivtw. («rtn« «wih. - j Truwpi norlh Uv«d» diun^ 
inc «nrdirvnl »o*rw mi tt» pottico <4 «4x1« V. Ha Trxnxrpi. n.»tb nnn. -«I »aU and nntth- 
tM tobrr. - 8b TtnMrpt arat and nM «att m Trawrpt wath la^adr. tn>m «ntE 
- oh: Tnmrpt «ouih bvadr. Iton» wbU; - loa .\p» and iranvpt Inwi «Miihtmt. phtHocnijIt, 
1«;^ tof»: IV VVo. tranwpt and apar bum nmtliami. watMcolar 

E. Analv-s*. 


t. AtrIuHMtoiprai r\-idmcr .. 

Figm» n: Ptan ol Ut«ran nscina in antK|<Mly. - w Vr»(4ctMiu. pUa ul mnt»p\al apa* and amlni- 
iatw, rnoaaic <4 iraprnndal damnc and hnmdationa of nm «'hancxl, 1877. ly Trapraoidal 
diwNia wtUi nvHuc and (uumhinw wnU «4 m«d»%-a) amtnibnirv. aa of »»7741 14 tiiMnunth. 

pbn of rxfaxatkws bainw cltureh and cka&lirT; - ij. C,iintanttntan baMlVn. imundaltaRa and na«i« 
nati» pmanAMfd. sikotctiplan. - ib Constantinian baaibra. nav» («undalMn nortb brtnmn 
namini pim II and III. dntchpUn; - 17. Comianlimau haaatka. navr.tnundalhw «xitE briun 
intnsvpt. axaicm wotiun; i8: Onatantinian bantica. nav« iuundatiun «mtli. briuw tianwpf. 
eaahrni sirctMn, - tb CtMMantUiian baathra. naxv ioundaliua north, bdow ttaaar|M, m C<m- 
dantuuan Naatbca, (owidalinn wall aouih atdr. w«st «td; 21. Coaaianltman baatlKa. (4an n| 
fottiMlalkia& ot aouth aiOr «itU and toulh atalr tTanac|N; M. CunatantUiian UmUca. «uili anir 
transr|4 «xcaxblion. titW nol«*; - «j; ConnUntinian ttaailka. «wih anV iranwpf lunmdattoiia. 
wnt {rig;bt-handl and Muth. ~ 14: Conatantiiuan baMbca. «nitti ablr iranaoiM AnuulaiHnu.. weit 
(n«bt-hand) and mwth; - 150: f\«wfantinMn haailica. «mlk aidr ttaMrpf KMindatwna. ««ath 
Wall, wnihnrat cnmn: pkan. clr>atKin and «Ktlwt; - isb Ciinalantuuan bnatbca. loundataMa 
*>ttth aisV tranwpt. M>nih waU. lanith-arcst coniar as of 1957. - tb Cua»tantinian twsibra. fonn- 
datiim nall south aisfe lixim nonli: - ipa; Ctmstantuiian bamlica. naw Eaindaltoo aMiih hrlim 
transrpt. delaii: - 27l»'. Onnauntimau Instlica. loundatioR aaW. »«i md t4 attk. drtail; • aS. 
Ctwstaniuuan basiUca. na\» (owndatkm aaU north. al passarr »0 nonh auV awa. as <4 i<iJ4-«. 
- 49: Cunsiantlnian baulica. naix faundalion nodh anth basv block. bwn toulh bnwv«n Bom»- 
mini pVrs IV and V; - jb Coastaniinian baulka. naw (oundalion mwth with baar block. Inan 
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nnflh bctwmi Bmromini piere IV anci V, a> «f ign-A. - ConOantiniun l«uilira. nave louii- 
daticifi ••ali «oulh wilh lea?** hloek aml ailiiiocd bluelu. helwecil Dorruniiiii piers III anci |\', froin 
oorlh; - ja; Ccmstanlmian Iwsilira, naw (uunclatiun noflh with bcue blca-k frcjin north belim- 
Rcirrnmini p»er III; jj; ( unitanrinian banilica. nave liiundation jHcrtli witli base bicicks bctween 
Bnnvimini pier» II and IU. Irinn north; - 34: Constantinian Ixvulica. fniindations sepaiatinK nnrth 
ai*le». i-jewrd fmm snnth. between Bnrromini pirrs II and III: - .15: Cotudiuilinian hadlic». fuuii- 
dations wparattni’ north ai»lr». virwvd liuiu aouth, belwieen Bcjiromini pier» I\' and V, - 36: Cem»- 
lantinjan baotllca. ap»c: foundatinn raferior, north half, pierced by catlra Wall; - 37; Conslantinian 
boulM-a. apice (iiumlaiiuti eateriuf, totitbrin half. suitnoontrd by /oundatiuns nf medieval apsr; 

- 3«- Cnnatantinian ha-<iliea. apw futindalioii interior. facinK tinrth; ,jq- (.'onatanliiuan liaailira. 
apter liHUtdaliicn. nortb shoiJdcr; - 40; CoiKtanlinian basilica, apse foijnclatnin south sliuuldrr; 

- 41. fcitutanlinian hanliea. nnrth aiile Wall insicle niirthru»! tnwer, plan and rlrvation; - 42; 
Constantiiiian basilica, north aislr wall. arch of doorway and wiuduw jamb; - 43: Constantinian 
baxilK-a. north aiilr Wall, windciw jamb and arrh; 44 ('on»tantinian basilica, north aisic wall. arrh 
oi doofway. dctail. - 45. funstantinian basilica, north aidr, fra^mt; - 46: Ccmidantinian basi¬ 
lica. wall of snnth aisic and window. elcvatinn: - 47: Constantiiiian basilica, soutli aUlr. springin^ of 
Windcni, 4S; Constanlinian lujiilica. cnci pier cif nave arcade north. detaii; - 4Q; Coiutaiitinian basi- 
Besa, remainsof pwveinent. as of 1934-8: - 5«- renutantinian basilica, rrinains of taUa facing cast; 
- 51- Cnnstantinian basilica, reoiains of sufra facing northwest; 52: Constantiiiian basilica, 
fragme-ne of spandrri; - 53; Constantinian basilica, fragment of »piandrcl, oppoailr fare; - 54; 
Ccjostaiitiriiaii basilica, fragment of sprandrel, hotlnm; - 55: Constaiiliiiian basUiea (?). pirnrc of wall 
(ir pier, unknicwn loratinn 

2. Graphic Evulencp. 

Fitmtet. 56. Anonymnos. plan of Lateran complex, detaii slinwing church. ca. 1573 (?); - 57: Borro- 
miiii plan of hasilira. 1646; - 58. C. Rainaldi. Latenin complex, detaii showing plan cif basilica; 

39. Borromim or workshop. plan ni church. - 60, Bnrromini or workshop, plan cf church; - 61: 
Bnrromini. sketchptui of nenih aislcs and palacr; - baa: V'espignani. plan nf medieval apice and 
ambulatoo’. rousaic; of Irapcanidal domui and foundalic.ii» of ncw chanrcl. 1877, bab: Vespi- 
gnani or Busiri Viri. plan of medieval apse and ambiilatory. Consuntinian apse fniindation and 
new Chantpl foundations. - 63: Borromini or workshop. part of north nave wall. clevatioti; - 64: 
Btirromini. fatade clevalion. showing his rcar wall and medieval gablc; - 65; Bnrromini. ele- 
vation of fafadr and cast wall of palacc; - 66a.b. Borromini. north aisie wall, rievation and ck-iail; 

liTa BoTTotnini. north aisie wall. elevation; - 67b: Sketeh showing uld walU; - 6«: Borromini, 
ivirth aisles. iransvrrsc section, - 69; Borromini, wall separating aisics. clevalion; - 70; Lafrctry vicw 
of churrh from north; 71; Lateran basilica and palare, cicw from north. N^atic.m BibUote^a Si- 
stma; - 72\ Duijerac-Lafrcrt. view from east. detaii of map; 73; Uughei, vicw from «i*t, Chats- 
worth, 74: Ea.st favade. modallion i.i lateran Baptistcry; - 75; Hccmskerck, interior view across 
IraiMcpt uito north aisles; 76; Ligozzi (>i, interior of transcpl and apse. wiih hronze colnmns, 
once Flc.naKe, Ognissanti, cloisler; - 77. fiagliardi. interior vicw. rcconstructimi, S. Martin.i 


3 Litcrarv F.videncc . 

F. Brconstructicm . 

1 The plan . 

Fifwr. 7h: Omstantiniaii basilica, jdan showing modulus. 

2 F.lrvation and sections .. 

Fiturtt. 79. Xortb aide». transverse section, rcconstruclion; - 8n- Constanlinion ba.,ilica, rcconstniction. 

3. Decoratkiri. 

4 Uturgical features ., . 

fs. rhrunui<4[y. 

PUUi. I Oroundpfan; - H: Transverse section. 
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S. PAOLO U t IRI LE MI RA 

A. ItiblmgTapby . 

B. Anrirnt LXesrriplicms and llliu-tration». 

C. D.it« . 

I>. General ISnwriptiofi. 

Ftguttt. 81: Air view, r*. 1935; - H2: 1., Rowini. nave frenn verat, m ruin». lowarda Iranaepi w»trt- 
eoiont; 83: Same, empaving; - 84: I cwati. nave cluring rebuilding, Ircen wcwt, tHti, - 83 

( ottafavi. extennr during rebuilding. Irom oorthweat. 1838. - 86’ Biianeai. la^ade Irnrn mmhweil 
17-««; - 87: Sernu, d Agincinirl. exterior from nnrth. prior t« 1789; 8«; Alippt, tranaverae aectiem 

through nave and aialea, 1815; - 89: Ahppi. Iranaverae aectiun thrcnigti tranaept. i8t3; c^o; Mae- 
aiili, view of rear Itom VU OalieiuMa. aouth. 1815. qi Ihraneai, view of nave iteati wrat, tnwarda 
transepl. 1749. 


E. Analysis 


1. ArchaecilciKical evideiwr . 

Figicrri. 9*: Cozeus. view of extenor and surrnundingi Iron northwest. 93; IMan of «UToonclimia m 
aniiiiuity. 1898; - 94. Veapignani, section llirough Shrine and tarcophagui E aiul norlhwiwt rorner 
of shruie. 183«; - 95; Vrapsgnani, plan of altai and sarcopiiagi. t83K; - cj6: Vrapignani, la^ade 
and flank of Shnnr, 1838; - 97; Veapignani plan of tarcoplugi north of Shrine and «pringing of 
ajae. 183»; - 98: PAVI.O plac|ues belo» High Altar, reconalructicm; 1)9; Plan nf Theoclinian tran- 
sept and reconstruet ion of prr- ITieodosian liouiUca. tSy»; - loow Sectum, «wn from «cmth td p«e- 
Theodoaun apae; - loob; Plan of pre-Theodosian apse; 101; Paitregiola Atchtohtua. (.inntluan 
nave capital. .Srveran: - toai PauefgitU ArcAeufogua, Ccirinthian nave capital, late fourth ceniurv, 

- 103; PauetfialM .irckeolottea, (.oiinlhian nave captui, late fcmrth erntury. 104- /'atsrggiahi 

.ircJifolotica, Cumposite fuU leaf capilal from aiaka. ble (ourtii century; - 1034: f’j»nt(iithi 

.•trcArofngiVa. Ccirinthian fuU leaf rapital Irom aule. late Imirlh century; - I03b. fattrgfia/a 

.■IrrAeafogica, Ccirinthian full leaf capital from aialc. late fcnirth century. btoken, vnth rlampa, 

- 106: PasuggiaUi Arckeolotua. lontc capiul Itum tnnmphal arrh. late lourth cenlury. - 1078. b, 
Patseaiala Archtolopcu, pilaater capitaks teirmnating nave arcadn. (a| Severan. and (b) late antuiue; 

- 108; Pmsfgpaia Antuatofiea, hasc from aisles, late (cHirth century: - 109: Pastrejwta Artkeofojica. 
baae from aisles, dated iffy. - tio; Pauetftala Anhtologua. basa; from abies, cbled y/i. detaii; 

ili: PaiftggiaU Anktolofica. small Ixue witli parapet slot. and column »hafi, Uu fourth cenlury. 

- Ita: Apse ma.wmry, detaii. - 113; Apse, masonry; - 114: Apae. maaunry and inaerted arch; - 113; 
South traioept, wcst wall, mawjnry. detaii; - ti6. Ttansept, «oiith wall. exterior, elevalimi aml 
plan; 1173: rransepl, south wall, exterior, window |amb«; - 117!): Transept, south wall, extennr, 
window jamb; - 117C; Transept, soulh wall, exterior, window jamb; ii8a South tranvict, West 
buttress. plan and east face, - it^b, South transept. east huttteu, we»t Cace, 119; South tramept, 
West buttress and wiat jamb of Itrst transept windenv, »eeo from ea*t. - tso: South transept. 
southeast biitlrevi. from wiest, - 121: South transept, soutbrast buttreu from we*t, druil. 

2. Literary csidence. 

3. Grapliic evidence. . 

Ftgurts. 122; Anunymnus. plan of basilica and atrium, 1490-1310; - I2ia,b. Giovaniii Ccdcwina. plan of 

harilka and atrium. 1554; 124: Bulalini. plan cif hasibca and atrium, 1331; I23a,b. Pativmio. 

sicetchplan», ««. 1560; - 126: Botiomini. plan ol 'lasiiica. ca. 1645 I'); - 127: Kamaldi cir Borro- 
mim. plan of basilica, fragment, ca. 1645; - 128; Guevanni folnnii». nave elevatuai and IruM roof, 
15.34; - 189: Exterior elevation from north. 1693; - 130. Egigeri, nave elcvalton tuoking viuth 
and rebuilding propnsal, 1823; - 131; Anonymnus, nave clevalion and rebuilding piopoial. ra 1840. 

- 132; Triuniphal arch and mosaic, 1693; - 133: 1'ggen. triuniphal arch se«n Irom transept, 1H27; 
~ 1.14 Eggcri. Ionie capilal and imixxt of triumphat arch, north. 1831; - 133. Seroux d'.3|iui- 
court, elevation. nave bay south, belore 1789; - 1368; Seroux d‘Agincuurt, Corinthian capital and 
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h«»r of ninr arradc; - ijftb; Scrviux (fAgtncaiirl, r«ipltal and base uf riavr iirraitr; 

11- Annnvmoi» Con^r, ancirnt Ivuc tr-iiwil in niodipval dinpbragni wall. c». ijij: - t}K: l.a- 
bt>n-, '•!<'» nf rhiirrh and alnum /lom iicw»h»T»l. 1573; - ijq: Magni, virw of fhurch, atriiiin and 
ronvrnt fnim i6o<>: [‘annim, vif» of naw froni wm( Inward traim>pl, ca. tjy>; 

141 Anonimmiv ww fmm nortb aulc (mraid aoulh nave wall and transepl, r<t. iKio; 

.\«fuariini. («I Mevr uf nave and nnrth aUlr. fadng nnrthwcst, a<{ualinl. iKa.i; nnd fb) debili, 

- 14] Kolwrf. view of luvv and norlh aislr facing nurtliw'c9l, 1823; - n,f: Kosniiii, view fnim 
(raiurpl, alKnnng tnumphal urch and iinie fnim raai, 18^3. 


F. Kirotutniriinn 

I. The Shrinc.. 

Fignff 1^5. I.4rv«la. 

j. The pre-TiH-cidcwian Cburch . 

3 The Thnafudaii ('hurrti. 

G. Chrunntoo'. 

PUUi. tll: Gruundptan; IW Longitudinal secliun. 
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ST PEThKS 

A. Bddaigraphi . 

B. Anrarnt i>cscnptioni and llluMtrations . 

C. natr» . 

. * 7 o 

D <>f»rral l)n<nmi4hn. 

. 177 

Evwi I4b. Sl. IVtrr s and Valicjn area, indicaling claisical and Early ChrUtian elemenl»; - 147: 

Obeliai and rotunda (S. Andnsal, acoiutrurtion; - i4.'<: Coriilanlinian baailica and nrw church 
plm 149 Valican nccropolu (C<m«tanfinian fi.undation* and parlition walU ehadvd;: i<o 
Valican nacropclis. (tmpo F and pre-CoriMantinian Inipaion, reconstructinn. 

F. AiiaJ>'iu 

I- Arrharoloipcal m-idencr . 

Hr>ra 151 Section tl.rmigb nerropolis and f.mndation walLs of fonsluntinian navt- - 154- Con- ' ^ 

to. b^ndati^ waU o the nave culonnade. «uth; ,54: CunMantiman baailira. o| apa„ 

below irjumphul arch. lookini: southeasl toward maii^b.,im V _ i:..;_ . 


Tl n.au>oU.um V; - ,55: Valican necrupoJis. ,u„ain- 

4 S loh^ta, ,57. r.u^tMtmian tran«.pt. north arm. we,t waH. near xpringing nf apT - 
t,an,ep(. «.uth arm, foundafion wall and, above ikdback. ridng wall' li, 
^anti^n b«bca, h,II north at.lc near „uro and drainage guttor 56 ta l> Co^ 

antinuan b««l|M. apm: wall uncovered behind linmg wall «f annuUir cr>'pt, an<l (b) detoil' - 164- 
(^Unti^n buMbe-a. mirth „an,ep,. w^t wall, pier a, ,une,ion of n^rth exci 6 v 1 

the nght, column Uuft,; ,04; (onat^tlman ba.,lua, north exedra north wall to th. l-ft 

^ ™ ir I™"- '«••I. CoMmh.. 

-t:: X/i r,». J:::;:*. 

W►nm, 

i?i d TO|„„„ f ", "' '’”"l“liiiun Shrji»-. loukinj - 

g nan raiscd presbyteiy at Constantinian 


201 


11 parx|wt «opiM.iiv; 
er pura|>el %lab in 


north clM irlK pedetiui .d vim- enbimri Itanlird bv I 
b».lliia. rnxpd pre.bylerv, omtii face, impinn ,.| 

CoriManfinlait ba.ilirn. north ixedm Mreen We <1 

t ooRlantlni.,, ba.ilwa, north .-xrdra Kneo' buxe of wr.t rob.mo , .. 

< on»l.nlinian hartllra, nortb exed.u .rr™-.., Inue o( w„t cobnnn T.Co^.n.“''""r'' 
ninn lMi„l|ra, north tr«ii«.pt, cJumii. In northwrwt eoriK', ',70 u,' 

vntmn. ■ ,K«: ,i/.„o of Paul „i,b .,e,H l.w.l „„ , l.' " 1. 7 ; ' 

baw and p.d.rtal ol eleventh rolu.nn, north aule’ ,K, “/«,.,11? ? ... 

aUle, cU'V. nlh column, prdn,l,il »,«) |,u«> (m «ontheart .nd fbl Ir ""••‘"‘tnimii oorlh 

dirnwin, t'uo,tuiitinian north auli- eleventh roliiinn i, ' 1 '«n northpu,!, ix, 37,,,„ 

VMeWu. t oortunlinian 00,th ui.le Heve^rllr J ? ? .. 

ment of torinlhian eapllal, ncwv u| ,xf, , i ? ^ ‘ 

cnionnade, rlevrnlh folumn, l«ue and plintl. fro.n'north '‘«ve 

rH- "«ir: 


*. laleruy evidencr 


3- (imphir evnience. 

150 &. - I<M. H. IVrua/t, ,ketcli plan o( Corutantini.n baullw» nave IJl hnlf xoT. 
tjtj; - igs: Allarano. pl„n ot (on.tantiman bwdlic. Jrlk r^xlru '. 

Antonio da Sangallo the ^■m.„ger, elevatioo 0/^!,?^.^ . ? , 7 

cop^aL 

Lopy after T.i,selh, t.onrtnntin.an baailin,. interior view uf nave fannu «,«,.,H ^ 
Anonyniou,, eleventh eentury. Vonatant.nian l».ilic» facude IT l“hl„ p T 

linum baxilica. Interior - 201 pieru di Touimo u \ l boiinuet, 1 unrtaii- 

l-^-ilica fr«m .onth; • aoa: LZ 2 l ZZVTi 7 "V ' 

«f Conslanlinian transepl and erraising ol new churrl, fr.m, n!rth ert '•"‘•tior 

"r^“rrr'T" 

"Zr- «» 

>365. 210. Tasselh, Constanti,nan norlh aisie wall elevatio,,.,6,,; , onM.nti.JTn 

.TriTn^a“.‘',Tn'T"t"3'''|l^^ *'* b«ilk., (aga.le and 

l5J2-lfi'-2la fo,iv r 77 »"«1 '<8{«ia „f Paul II, detaii, r« 

uc,au,ol n.uecol,mna.le,an<lentablalure(>)andeorneroff,g«,„m, ,u txaa - a,b U p..„.x,i 

!>a« a,7e„lir ' -.ave o.lumn, 

and nave anil to UfZ 1 ^"1" »>uth. showmg Conatanlinian atrium 

and nase, and, to left, obehsk ol Circus, rotunda and New St. Peter s, ra. ,534-36 - 441 (.odio 
Komano. m.enor „1 Conslantinian basilica, reconstruet ion, ,54T 



















s. GIOVANNI IN LATEKANO _ 
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S. PAOLO FUORI LE MI-RA 























S. PAOLO FUOKI LE MUKA 

LongitucliiiaJ section as of 1815. 


Plate IV 



Survey and drawing. A. AuPPi. 
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s. PIETRO IN VATICANO 

Transverse scction of nave, as of 
prior to 1506. 





Reconstruction 


and drawing, Autreu K. Frazkr. 










































































s. PIETRO IN VATICANO 

Profihs of bas«s. 


A El^vcnth column. north aisie 
B Column of screen. north Exedra 
C Base I from nave, fourth century 
I-) Base II from nave, fourth century 


Plate VII 





Survey and drawing, Alfreu K. Fvazek. 




s. c;iov’ANi\r in laterano. 
s. PIETRO IN V^ATICANO. 

S. PAOLO FUORI I.E MURA. 
MiKfular plan^. 




ST PETERS 


Platk vni 



Drawings. Alfreu K. Frazbu. 































































































CORRIGENDA ET ADDENDA 


p. IX, 1. 16: 

p. 1, 1- 21: 

p. 7, 1. 13: 
p. 12. 1. 29: 
p. 25, note I: 

p. 68, note 3: 
p. 88, note 3: 


p. 120, fig. 106: 
p. 125, fig. 117: 
p. 136, fig. 127: 
p. 186, fig. 152: 
p. 187, fig. 153: 

p. 188, line 14 
from foot: 

p. 195, 1. 10: 
p. 228, 1. 3: 
p. 246, note 5: 
p. 269, note 6: 
p. 272, 1. 9: 
p. 282, note 4: 


J.S.H.A., read: J.S.A.H. 

DE FLEURY. read: ROHAULT DE FLEURY 
Romani/. 17. read: Romani, 17 

« iaspide labefactae... .. add: (ROHAULT DE FLEURY. Latran. 489 f.> 

R Q Schr (1976) in press, read: « Convenerunt in domum Faustae in 
Lateranum...», R- Q- Schr. 71 (1976) 1 tf. 

De praecipuis, basilicis, read: De praecipuis basilicis 

to have supported the canopy. Add: Her reconstruction proposal sup- 
ported bv new evidence is to apper in R. O. Schr. (1977) and we are most 
srateful 'for her permission to peruse it in manuscript. Stnce by then 
our text was prinled we can only mention two salient points: she views 
the four bronre columns as having carried the fastigium; and, contrary 
to our proposal, she assumes thesc columns to have stood, rather than 
on the apse chord, already from the ninth century on tn front of the 
High Altar. 

late fourth century, read: mid-fifth century (?) 

T ranscpt, read: Transcpt 
ca. 1645, read: ca. 1645 (?) 
add: seen from south 
add: seen from south 


R.. add: (fig. 149) 

(fig 168, q - q^), read: (fig. 168) 
drawing, read: etching 
BANNTSIER. read: BANNISTER 
Roemishes, read: Roemisches 
in unkonown, read: is unknovvn 
Ostia VI, read: Scavi di Ostia VI 





